This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


/ 1 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


,,^1 


:^       HISTORY 

» 

OF 

P    OLA    N    D. 

rKOM 

3t0  etigin  as  a  mtfmi 

TO 

THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  YEAR  1^95. 

To  which  is  prefixed 

AN    ACCURATE    A€COUNt 

o» 

THE  GEOGRAPHY  AND  GOVERNMENT  OF  THAT 
COUNTRY, 

AND    TBI 

CUSTOMS  AND  MANNERS  OP  ITS  INHABITANTS. 


C'-r^'s. 


XVWitatliPWy  butmofcdiAifiverohberr 
Midfc  ftcKd  by  fuocc&  ^  What  objea  fwelb 
A  MoBMch's  bighcft  «im  >-.IocRaib  of  ^ower 
And  onivcrlU  fwiy*    This  gkirioiis  end 
AUaBflOMmall  Odnff  that  can fecuxv.  Malli^ 


TImt  prince  who  fiseihis  OMuitiy  laid  in  rttiii% 

fib  fuhjcdt  perUhtng  henath  the  fword 

Of  foreign  nfti  who fteiaftd  cannot im  dttiDy 

IsbatfiipivMinaiftiy.  Tmomsov. 


*»i^mtmm 


L    O    Jf  »    O    H: 


tfMitMffWVMirM  A«»B««0»  aiMsn-t,Airi|  «»MBibft, 


«79$. 


CtME 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


'f'^i-n».)']'ixSh<,. 


THEl"V''':~:'^ 

FUBI^'X  Li  'iu    :     ;■•; 

161915  ^ 

ASTOR,  LE  •'-       '    ^«    J 
Til-DtN    f-   >.      y^,..-..  ^S.   , 

^ \ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


V 


X^       1  ^ 


P  RE  FACE. 


tNTERE^TING  as  tlie  afiairs  of  Poland 
"^  lucve\>een  for  fomp  years  paft,  it  is  a  little 
Iremarkable  that  no  Hiflorical  Account  of 
thtt  Coimtijr  has  been  lately  publiihed,  to  en- 
able Engliihmen  to^  trace  the  progrefs  of  its 
political  flate,  and,  by  connecting  caufes  and 
ef!cds,  to  account  for  the  phenomena  there 
recently  exhibited » 

The  Reverend  and  ingenious  "Mr.  Coxe, 
in  an  account  of  his  Travels,  has  given  a 
iketch  of  the  Polifh  Conftitution,  &c.  which, 
though  neceiTarily  brief,  is  yet,  perhaps, 
as  far  as  it  goes,  more  to  be  depended  upon 
than  the  work  of  any  other  modem  writer  j 
but  it  does  not  profefs  to  be  a  Hiilory. 

Aa  It 
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It  will  hardly  be  ndccflaiy,  therefore,  to 
apologife  for  offering  to  the  Public  at  the 
prefent  time  a  regular,  conneded,  and  faith* 
ful  acqpunt  of  the  origin,  progrefs,  ixid  pre«> 
fent  ftate  of  Poland.  But  though  the  defign 
ihould  be  approved,  it  may  yet  be  proper  to 
lay  before  the  Reader  the  fourcesof  the  infor* 
mation  contained  in  this  volume. 

These  are : 

•   Du  Thou's  General  Hiftoiy  of  the  World 
from  1^45  to  1608. 

M.   L*Abb6  Parthenay's  Hiftoiy  of  Pb^ 
land  under  Auguftus  II. 
'    M.  de  Voltaire's  Charles  XIL 
^    M .  de  Fontendle's  Oration  pronounced  in 
the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  PaxiS)  in  memory 
of  the  Czar  Peter. 

Pctry's  State  of  Ruffia. 

Univerfal  Hiftery. 

Coxe's  Travels. 

Guthrie's  Hiftoiy  of  the  Woild. 

-^i-*—  Geogtaphical  Grammar. 

Salmon's  Geographical  Grammar. 

Fadts  relative  to  the  Difincmbennent  d 
Poland. 
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In  the&  various  fmthorities,  contndidioni 
that  appeared  on  a  curfoiy  view  to  be  irre^ 
condle^Ie,  and  obfcurities  that  Were  foT 
ibme  time  impenetrable,  have  frequently 
faeen  encountered.  Neither  labour  nor  ftudy, 
however,  has  been  fpared.in  the  taflc  of 
elucidating  fuch  paflages  by  comparing  one 
account  witb^other;  and  that  has  invariably 
been  adopted  as  truth  which  boic  the  firongeft 
internal  evidence. 

To  Qodcoiitrate  in  one  point  every  part  of 
each  that  could  convey  any  valuable  wd  au^ 
thentic  infonnadon,  ha«  been  the  grand  aim 
in  this  Work:  and  it  is  prefumed,  that 
the  moft  ftriking  circiraiftances  recorded  by 
all  former  writers  on  the  fubje<£t  of  Polilh 
Hiftory  are  here  brought  into  view; 

Ths  original  intention  was,  to  refer  at  the 
foot  of  each  page  to  the  authorities  coofulted  i 
but  this  defign  was  abandoned  on  account  of 
the  room  that  miif):  neceflfarily  have  been  oc« 
Cupied  by  fuch  notes^  aiyi  on  the  piefump^ 
^oh  that  the  fame  purpole  of  authentication 
might  b?  anfwered  by  the  general  ilatement 
Vfb4(;h  ^«^  b«en  lafd  before  die^  reader  in  the 
A^  preceding^ 
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preceding  page.  For  the  hiftoiy  of  tht 
laft  few  years,  indeed,  the  Britifh  and  Foreign 
Gazettes  have  been  the  beft  documents  to 
which  recourfe  could  be  had :  but  even  thefc 
have  been  confulted  with  the  utmoft  caution 
and  difcrimination. 

If  a  fympathy  in  the  unparalleled  misfor^- 
tunes  of  the  Poles  be  vifible  in  fonie  of  the 
following  pages,  the  Compiler  is  jufttfied  in 
the  fentiment  by  the  loud  voice  of  the  world  ; 
nor,  hard  as  many  obfervations  may  feem  to 
bear  on  the  powerful  neighbours  of  Poland^ 
will  he  exped:  or  nctd  credit  for  a  fingle  af- 
fertion  for  which  he  (hall  not  produce  incon* 
teftable  documents, 

T^E  Reader  will  perceive,  that  the  condi-* 
tion  of  the  country  has  been  in  fomc  meafure 
changed  during  the  progrefs  of  this  volume 
through  the  Prefs :  as,  however,  no  decifivc 
meafiires  have  yet  been  adopted  for  a  new 
territoricd  divifiofij  the  change  will  operate  in 
a  very  fmall  degree  on  any  part  of  the  Work. 

As  to  the  drefs  in  which  the  compofition 

jippears,  it  remains  only  to  obferve,  that  fim- 

%  plicity. 
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|ilid^  of  nanation  has  been  prefened  to  4 
ifaidiixl  fiyle  of  didion,  becaufe  it  was  ccm* 
cei¥ed  to  be  better  adapted  to  the  purpofe  of 
impcintiiig  hiftorical  faAs  upon  the  memoiy^ 
It  is  only  hoped^'that  what  is  wanting  inopa- 
ment  wi)l  be  compenfated  by  fidelity* 

It  inay  be  pennitted^  perhaps,  to  iay,  that 
the  labour  which  (he  Compiler  has  under- 
gone has  been  confiderable ;  and  if  fome  un- 
important erfofs  be  met  with  in  the  Work,  as 
it  is  fubmitted  with  deference,  he  (hall  bow 
tf^  corre^on,  though  he  folicits  indulgence. 


Feb.  I,  i79^t 
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POLAND* 


IJSrTRODUCTlON* 


SECT.    I. 

BOUNDARIES  AMD    EXTENT. 

THIS  country,  at  prefent  fo  intcrefting  to 
every  contemplative  mind,  is  fituated  be-^ 
tween  i6  and  34  degrees  of  £.  longitude,  andbe^^ 
tween  46  and  57  N.  latitude. 

In  its  original  undivided  ftate,  the  kingdom  ti£ 
Folaxul  (anciently  called  Sarmatia),  with  the 
great  duchy  of  lathuania  annexed,  was  bounded 
on  the  North  by  Livonia,  Mufcovy,  and  the 
Baltic  fea;  on  tibe  Eafl  by  Muicovy;  on  the 
South  by  Hui]gaxyj  Turkey^  and  Little  Tvtaiys 
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t  HlStORY  OF   l^OhA^ti^ 

and  on  the  Weft  by  Pomerania,  Brandenburgh, 
Silefia,  and  Moravia. 

It  was  then  divided  into  provinces,  and  thofe 
Again  fubdivided  into  palatinates^  as  fo,llow ;  viz. 


Trivineii  ♦. 


L  Great    Tohxii, 
the  Weft. 


Palatinates  *. 

Pofnahia 
Kalliti 

Brfefl         "I  comprehcnd- 

Wladiflaw  J  w^  Cujavia 

Dobrzin 

Plotzko 

Rawa 

Lenzits 

Sieradz 


r  Cracow 
Littic  Poland,  oh  J 
the  VVcit.  I  Sandomir 

t  LubHn 


III.  Pruflu  Royal,  K. 
Weft  of  the  Weifcl, 
or  Viftula,  moft  of 
it  fubjcA  to  Polai\d. 


Potnerania 


IV.  Pruflia  Ducal,  Eaft' 
of  the  Viftula,  " 
jcft  to  the  Kitig  < 
Pruflia. 


al,Eaft'> 
a,  fub-  I 
Cihg  of  \ 


Chef  Cities  ♦. 

PofnA 

KalUtz,  Gnefna,£.Long. 

i8.  if.  Lat.  53. 
Brfeft 
Wladidaw 
^Dobrzin 
Plotzko 
Rawa 
Lenzits 
Sicradz 
IridWlodz 


"^  Cracow,  £.  Long,  t  A.  30. 

I      N.  Lat.  50. 

I  Sandomir 
J  Lublin 


^Dantzic,  a  free  city  un-« 
der  the  protedion  of 
Poland,  £.  Lon.  18. 
39.  if.  Lat.  54*  21. 

Eibing 

Marienburg 

Culm 

Thorn 


r  KohtngftKfi^^   E.  Lonp 
—<      ai.  N.  Lat.  54-  40. 
I  Memel 


•  In  the  orthography  of  the  names  of  places,  the  Map  of  Poland 
.  by  Thomas  Kitcnin,  fen.  appended  to  Mr.  Coxe*s  Travels,  has 
generally  been  followed,  which  in  many  inftances  varies  materi- 
5ly  from  thofe  of  Salmon  and  Guthrie.  The  reafon  of  this  prt- 
ference,  however^  will  be  obvious  to  thofe  who  confidcr  the  two 
latter  as  mere  compilations  (though  very  ufefulones),  and  the  U^« 
ter  as  the  work  of  a  lettered  traveller.  The  account,  too,  which 
Mr.  C.  gives  of  his  map  attaches  a  degree  of  credit  to  it,  that 
claims  ourrcfpeft:  "It  is  (fays  he)  taken  piincipally  from  the 
General  Map  of  that  country  publifhed  at  Wariaw,  by  which 
the  Kmits  of  the  difmembered  provinces  were  at  firft  regulated  $ 
and  from  the  particular  maps  publifhed  in  Rudia,  Audria,  and 
Fruflla,  afcerlaimng  the  refpcwlive  boundaries.** 

V.  S»- 
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Prcvifueu 
V.  Saiaogitia,  North 


i 


P^aiinateu 

p  -  - 

VI..  CourUnd,  North,  1  -,     ,    , 

fubjea  to  its   ownJS^r^^P"*?*' 
-  -  J  Semigallu 


Duke. 


vll.  Lithuania^  North 
Eaft. 


rVilna 

Brailaw 

Polotik 
Vitepflc 
Troki 
Minlk 
Miciflaff    . 
INovogrodetc 


Vlll.  Ma&viay  in  the 
middle. 

tX.  ^odolachia,  in  the 
middle. 


} 


Czedk 


»BieUk 


X.  Polefia, 
middle. 


ih 


^'^^l.Biiietik* 

Chelm. 


XI.  Red  Ruffia;  South  /  ^7^ 
Weft.  •  1  ?^^' 


Chief  Cititt* 


Weft. 

XU.  Podolia, 

Eaft.     . 


L  Lemburg^y  or  Leopold 

South  J  Upper  Podolia 
I,  Lower  Podolia 


XIIL  Volhima,South  J  Upper  Volhinia 
Eaft.  \  Lower  Volhini^ 


{Roiiemc. 
Micdniki 

J  Ooldingea 
1  Mittaw 

VilnayE.  Loog.  15.  15. 
Lat.  55. 

Braflaw 
Polotik 
»>Vtrep|k 
Troki,  Grodno 
Minlk 
Miciflaff 
Novogrodek 

f  Warlaw,  £.  Long.  2  T .  5« 
\       Lat.  52.  15. 
1  Crerik 
L  Novogrod 


{ 


Bidik 


|Birietik» 

{Chelm 
Belts 
Lemburf,  or  Leopold 

}Kamimec 
Bratzlaw 

\Luko 
J  Bialgorod 


Thus  tiie  country  flood  divided  prior  to  the 
difmembennerit  and  partition  by  Ruffia  and 
IVuffiain  1 772* 

By  a  manifefto  publilhed  March '25,  t793> 
however,  it  underwent  another  exciiion,  and  the 
following  table  will  exhibit  pretty  accurately  \M 
prefent  Hate  (June  1794)-. 

,  *  As  one  inftance  out  of  many  of  the  difcordant  orthography 
before  alluded  to,  the  place  whicn  is  thus  defignated  in  Mr.  Coxe% 
Map  is  by  Salmon  (and  by  the  Compilef  of  Udthrie*!  OHIsamtt^ 
prdbilbly  from  him)  fpelt  Bttfficl. 

B  a  Picomcttp 
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Miles  in  I   Square 
Breadth.      Mifes. 


Provinces. 


Miles  in 
Length. 


Chief  Cities. 


} 


Great  Polan<}|  annex- 

•  ed  to  Pruffu. 
Little  Poland,  chiefly  ^ 
fubjc£l  to  Auftk-ia.  J 

Pruffia  Royal,  fub-  1 
jeft  to  Prulfia.       J 

Samogitia,  remains  t 
/»  /At  Crvwn  of  > 
Poland.  J 

Courland,  TubjeA  to  \ 
Ruflia.  J 

Litliuania,the  great-  l 
eft  part  now  pof-  \ 
fcflcd  by  Ruflia.    J 

Mafovia,  remains  /#  > 
tie  Crovm  cf  Po.  [ 
land,  J 

Pbdolachia,  remains^ 
to  Poland.  J 

Polefia,  great  part  ta-  "V 
ken  by  Ruflia       J 

Red  Ruflfia,  chiefly  1 
fubjedl  to  Auflria.  J 

Podolia,  annexed  tol 
Ruflia.  / 

Volhinia,  part  an 
nexed  to  Ruflia. 


} 


loS 


230 


tiS 


^SS 


"74 


J33 


IS* 


133 

186 
23* 
360 
305 


x8o 

104 

99 

So 

3fo 

90 

4* 
.97 
185 
iio 
150 
Toeal 


19,200 
i8;«cx> 

6>40o 

8,000 

4t4*4 
64,800 

^,400 

4^00 
i4,ood 
25,200 
29,000 
25,000 


226414 


Gnefat 

Cracoir 

{JDbntxic 
Thorn,  and 
Eibing 

Rofieme 


Mituw 
VUna 

Warlaur 

BieUk 
BIr&tflc 

Lctainugf  or  Leopoil^ 
Kaminiec 
Luko 
S^MreMikf. 


Hence  it  appears,*  that  three  of  hs  finalleftpro'-^ 
tinces  are  all  the  domains  left  to  the  unfortunate 
and  degraded  kingdom  of  Poland,  by  the  modefi 
and  magnanimous  fovereigns  of  Auftria,  Kuffia^, 
tod  Pruffia^     Well,  indeed,  docs  the 'poet  fay. 

Ambition  is  a  lu({  that's  never  quench 'd. 
Grows  more  inflam'd  and  madder  hy  enjoyment  p 
•     ■  At  diftancc 

A  goodly  ptofpeft  tempting  to  the  view  : 
The  height  delights  us,  and  the  mountain  top 
Looks  beauti£iil»  becaufe  'tis  nigh  to  Iieaven  f 
J^iit  we  ne'er  think  how  iandy's  the  fpuodation. 
What  dorms  will  batter,  and  what  teropeifts  fhake  t}t« 

Otwat# 
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A  pflage  in  our  immortal  Shakcfpeare  too 
contains  a  juft  fentiment,  and  may  be  prophetic 
in  the  inflance  before  us  : 

Ambition's  like  a  circle  on  the  water. 

Which  iwuer  ceafes  «  efdargt  itfelf^ 

Tiff  fy  bnadfprtadif^  it4ijpeife  $o  nmgki*  HlN.  Vh 


SECT,    |I. 

RIVERS. 


The  principal  rivers  of  Pcdand  are, 
I.  TheDuna  (orDwina),  which  rifes  in  Lithu* 
unia,  and,  running  weft,  divides  Pbland  from  Li- 
vonia, falling  into  the  Baltic  below  Ri^a. 

'2.  The  Viftula  (or  Weifel),  which  riling  in  the 
ibuth  of  Sileiia,  runs  eaft  into  Poland,  pailes  by 
Cracow,  turns  north,  and  having  vifited  Warfaw, 
falls  into  the  Baltic  at  Dantzic  by  feveral  chan^ 
liels,  receiving  the  Bog  above  Plotzko. 

3.  The  Warta,  which  runs  from  eal?  to  weft, 
^nd  falls  into  the  Oder  at  Kuftrin, 

4.  The  Wilia,  which  riling  in  the  eaft  of  Li- 
thuania, runs  weft  by  Vilna,  and,  having  recei- 
ved the  Bereozina,  (or  Rufs)  falls  into  the  Baltio 
near  Memel. 

5.  The  Dnieper  (or  Boryfthenes),  which  riling 
in  the  province  of  Mofcow,  runs  weft  into  Po- 
laAd,  and,  turning  fouth,  enters  Mufcovy  again 
at  Kiof ;  then,  continuing  its  courfe  fouth^eaft, 
falls  into  the  Euxine  Sea  at  Otchak<^  (or  Ocza- 
kow),  having  received  the  Przypiecin  its  paflage* 

9.  The  Biog,  which,  riling  in  Volhinia,  runs 
ibuthreaft  through  PodoHa,  and  falls  into  the 
Dnieper  above  Otchakof. 

7.  The  Dnicfter,  which  rifes  in  Red  Rnffia^ 
mnping  fouth-e^ft,  divides  Poland  from  Turkey, 
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and  having  pafled  by  Bender,  falls  into  the  E\ix- 
ine  Sea  at  Bialgorod. 


SECT.    IIL 

LAKES. 

Therb  axe  two  conliderable  lakes  in  Poland 
viz.  Goplo,  in  the  palatinate  of.Brfeft;  and  Bi 
Tals,  or,  the  White  Lake,  which  is  faid  to  dye 
thofe  who  wafli  in  it  of  a  fwarthy  complexion. 


% 


SECT.     IV. 


AIR,    OR    CLIMATE. 


The  air  is  cold  in  the  north,  yet  healthy ;  but 
temperate  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom.  As  it 
is  for  the  mpft  part  an  inland  country,  the  wea- 
ther is  more  fettled,  both  in  winter  and  fummer^ 
than  in  places  which  lie  near  the  fea-coaft. 


SECT.    V. 

name;  akd,  face  of  the  country. 

Poland  is  one  large  plain,  whence  it  is  faid  to 
have  derived  its  name ;  Polu,  or  Pole,  being  a 
Sclavonian  word  denoting  a  country  fit  for  hunt- 
ing. The  only  hills,  indeed,  of  any  confequence 
are  the  Carpathian  mountains,  by  which  it  is  di- 
vided from  Himgary  and  Tranfylvania  on  the 
fouth  ;  there  are  alfo  fome  large  forefts  of  pines 
and  firs  in  Lithuania.  The  only  lea  that  border^ 
pn  Poland  is  the  Baltic. 
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SECT.    VI. 

SOIL   AND    PRODUCE. 

The  country  is  in  general  level,  and  the  foil 
fruitful,  elpecialljr  in  corn  ;  hence  the  vaft  quan- 
tities of  grain  that  are  exported  thence  down  the 
Viftula  to  Dantzic,  and  fold  to  the  Dutch  and 
other  nations.  They  alfo  export  large  cargoes  of 
hemp,  flax,  leather,  furs,  timber,  pitch,  tar,  tur- 
pentine, hops,  wax,  pot-alh,  nitre,  and  vitriol. 

The  paftures  in  Poland,  elpecially  in  Podolia, 
are  rich  beyond  cxpreflion,  and  have  given  rife  to 
a  faying,  perhaps  a  little  hyperbolical,  that  one 
can  haxdly  fee  the  cattle  that  graze  in  the  mea. 
dows. 

The  country,  particularly  about  Lithuania, 
abounds  alio  with  mines  of  lilver,  copper,  iron, 
fait,  and  coals.  The  forefls  are  numerous,  and 
f  urnilh  timber  in  fuch  quantities,  that  it  is  ufually 
employed  in  houle-building  inftead  of  bricks, 
{tones,  and  tiles.  Various  kinds  of  fruit  and 
herbs,  and  fome  grapes,  are  produced  in  Poland, 
and  are  excellent  when  properly  cultivated ;  but 
thdr  wine  feldom  or  never  comes  to  perfedtion. 
Poland  produces  alfo  various  kinds  of  clays  fit  for 
pipes  and  earthen  ware. 

The  water  of  many  fprings  is  boiled  into  fait. 
The  virtues  of  a  fpring  in  the  palatinate  of  Cra- 
cow, which  increafes  and  decreaies  with  the 
moon,  are  laid  to  be  wonderful  for  the  preferva- 
lion  of  life ;  and  it  is  reported,  that  the  neigh- 
bouring inhabitants  conunonly  live  to  loo,  and 
fome  of  them  to  150  years  of  age.  This  fpring  is 
inflammable,  and  by  applying  a  torch  to  it,  it 
flames  like  the  fubtleft  fpirits  of  wine.  The  flame, 
however,  dances  on  the  furface,  without  heating 
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the  water ;  and  if  neglecftcd  to  be  cxtinguiflied, 
which  it  may  eafily  l^,  it  communicates  itfelf,  by 
fubterraneous  conduits,  to  the  roots  of  trees  in  a 
neighbouring  wood,  which  it  confumes;  and 
about  thirty-five  years  ago,  the  flames  are  faid  to 
have  lafted  for  three  years  before  they  could  be 
entirely  extinguiihed  *• 


SECT,    VII. 

VEGETABLE   AND    ANIMAL   PRODUCTIONS. 

The  vegetable  produftions  of  Poland  have  been 
already  mentioned  und^r  the  article  Soil,  &c, 
though  fome  arc  peculiar  to  itfelf,  particularly  a 
kind  of  manna  (if  it  can  be  called  a  vegetable), 
which,  in  May  and  June  the  inhabitants  Iwcep 
into  fieVes  with  the  dew,  and  it  ferves  for  food 
drefled  various  ways.  A  great  quantity  of  yellow 
amber  is  frequently  dug  up  in  Lithuania,  in 
pieces  as  large  as  a  man's  fift,  fuppofed  to  be  the 
produdlion  of  a  refinous  pine. 

The  forelis  of  Warfovia  (or  Mafovia),  are  over- 
run with  uri;  or  buffaloes,  whole  flelli  the  Poles 
powder,  and  efteem  it  an  excellent  dilh.  Horfes, 
wolves,  boars,  the  glouton,  lynx,  elk,  and  deer, 
all  of  them  wild,  are  common  in  the  Polifli  fo-» 
refls  ;  and  there  is  a  fpecies  of  wild  horfes,  aiTes, 
and  oxen,  of  which  the  nobility  of  the  Ukraine, 
as  well  as  the  natives,  are  very  fond.  A  kind 
of  wolf,  refembling  a  harf,  with  Ipots  on  his 
belly  and  legs,  i?  found  here,  and  affords  the  beft 

,*  See  a  circumftance  of  this  kind  explained  in  <<  Kudimenisof 
ReafiUf**  vol.  iii.  p.  7a.  printed  for  E.  Newbery,  1794.  A  book 
well  adapted  to  the  ufe  of  fchools,  as  it  familiarizes  to  juvenile 
Ikiinds  tpB  true  ^aufes  of  the  vi^riou)  phsnomena  pf  Nature. 
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furs  in  the  country ;  but  the  dk,  which  is  conn 
mon  in  Poland,  as  well  as  in  Ibme  other  northern 
countries,  is  a  very  extraordinary  animal.     Tlio 
Hdix  of  the  Polifh  elk  forms  the  moil  delicious 
part  of  their  greatelt  feafls.     His  body  is  of  the 
deer  make,  but  much  thicker  and  longer ;  tlw 
legs  high,  the  feet  broad,  like  a  wild  goat's.  Na- 
turalifls  have  obicryed,  that  upon  diflecling  ai| 
elk,  there  was  found  in  its  head  fome  large  flfcs, 
with  its  brain.almofl:  eaten  away ;  and  it  is  an  ob* 
iervation  fufficiently  aftellcd,   that  in  the  larga 
woods  and  wildemeffes  of  the  north,  this  poor 
animal  is  attacked,  towards  the  winter  chiefly, 
by  a  larger  fort  of  flies,  that,  througli  its  ears  at- 
tempt to  take  up  their  winter  quarters  in  its  head* 
This  perfecution  is  thought  to  atFecl  the  elk  with 
the  faJling-ficknefe,  by  which  means  it  is  takeq^ 
and  which  would  otherwife  prove  no  caly  matter. 
Poland  alfo  produces  a  creature  called  bohac :  it 
refembles  a  guinea-pig,  but  fcems  to  be  of  the 
beaver  kind.     They  are  noted  for  digging  holes 
in  the  ground,  which  tliey  enter  in  October,  and 
do  not  come  out,  except  occafionally  for  food,  till 
April :  they  have  feparate  apartments  for  tfieir 
provifions,  lodgings,   and  their  dead;  and  live 
together  by  lo  or  12  in  .a  herd. 

We  do  not  perceive  that  Poland  contains  any 
ipecies  of  birds  peculiar  to  itfelf ;  but  wc  are 
told  that  the  quails  there  have  green  1^,  and 
their  flcfh  is  reckoned  to  be  unwholdbme.  Li- 
thuania is  rich  in  ornithology  ;  among  the  birds 
of  prey  are  the  eagle  and  vulture.  The  remiz^  a 
little  4>ecies  of  titmoufe,  is  frequently  found  in 
thefe  parts,  and  is  famous  for  the  wondrous  ftruc* 
ture  of  its  pendent  neft,  formed  in  the  fhape  of 
a  long  purle,  with  amazing  art. 
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SECT.    VIIL 

POPULATION- 

Before  the  partition  in  1 772  the  population  of 
Poland  was  calculated  at  14,000,000  of  inhabit- 
ants. Since  that  event,  however,  the  Emprefo 
having  been  fuppofed  to  have  taken  1,500,000 ; 
the  Emperor,  2,500,000 ;  and  the  King  of  Pruffia 
860^000,  deducts  about  5,000,000  of  fouls  fironl 
their  ancient  kingdom,  and  leaves  the  prefent  ci^ 
innate  of  population  at  about  9,000^000*,  of 
vhich  the  Jews  compofe  600^000, 


SECT.    IX. 


COMMERCE. 


Of  Poland  the  chief  exports  are,  all  fpecies  of 
grain,  hemp,  flax,  cattle,,  mails,  planks,  timber 
for  fhip-building,  pitch,  tar,  honey,  wax,  tallow, 
potalh,  and  leather ;  in  return  for  which  it  im- 
ports  foreign  wines,  cloths,  fluffs,  manufactured 
lilks  and  cotton,  fine  linen,  hardware,  tin,  copper, 
lilver  and  gold,  glafs  ware,  furs,  &c.  Some  linen 
and  woollen  cloths,  filks,  fluffs,  camlets,  lace  and 
hardwares^  are  manufactured  in  the  interior  parts 
of  Poland  and  Lithuania ;  but  commerce  is  chiefly 
confined  to  the  city  of  Dantzic,  and  other  port- 
towns  on  the  Viftula  and  the  Baltic. 

From  the  various  produ6lions  and  great  ferti- 
lity of  Poland,  its  trade  iBight  be  carried  to  a  con- 

•  We  fay,  the  prefent  efiimate  (though  rather  inaccurately),  al- 
luding, as  we  do,  to  the  (late  of  the  kingdom  previous  to  its  recent 
difmcmberment  in  1793.  We  have  no  authentic  documents,  how- 
fveri  from  which  to  deduce  tlie  certain  difference. 
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liderable  height ;  but  the  following  caufes  tend  tp 
fupprefs  the  fpirit  of  commerce. 

I.  The  nobles  are  degraded  if  they  engage  in 
^ny  kind  of  traffic.  2.  The  bui-ghers  of  the  largo 
towns  are  not  fufficiently  rich  to  eftablilh  any 
manufa6lures ;  and  either  through  want  of  induA 
try,  or  through  dread  of  exceffive  extortions  from 
the  principal  nobility,  leave  almoft  all  the  retail- 
trade  in  the  hands  of  foreigners  and  Jews.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  finall  towns,  who  are  expofed 
to  greater  bppreflifons,  are  ftill  more  difqualiiied 
from  purfuing  any  branch  of  commerce.  3.  The 
peafants  being  flaves,  and  the  property  of  their 
jnafter,  cannot  retire  from  the  place  of  their  nati- 
vity without  his  Confent.  John  Albert,  obferving 
that  compierce  could  never  flouriih  while  this  re-* 
ilri^tion  fbbfifted,  enabled,  that  one  peafant  in  ^ 
family  fliould  be  permitted  to  quit  his  village,  ei- 
ther for  the  purpofe  of  trade  or  literature  ;  but  ^, 
clauie  by  which  they  were  enjoined  to  obtain  the 
confent  of  the  lord,  fruftrated  the  purpofe  of  this 
excellent  law,  and  rendered  it  nugatory. 

As  the  Poles*  are  obliged  to  draw  from  foreign 
countries  the  greateft  part  of  the  manufactured 
goods  neceflary  for  their  interior  confumption, 
the  fpecie  which  is  exported  exceeds  the  im- 
ported more  than  ao,ooo,ooo  Polifh  florins,  or 

Among  all  the  evils  fuftained  by  the  kingdom 
pf  Poland  at  the  difmemberment,  no  one  was  fo 
deeply  felt  as  the  deduAion  of  Weftern  Pruffia,  as 
by  that  meafure  the  navigation  of  the  Viftula  be- 
came entirely  dependent  on  the  Pruffian  Monarch* 
This  was  indeed  a  fatal  blow  to  the  trade  of  Po- 
land, for  Pruffia  has  laid  fuch  heavy  duties  on  the 
merchandize  paffing  to  Dantzic,  as  greatly  to  di- 
jninilh  the  commerce  of  that  town,  and  to  transfer 
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9  confideraWe  part  of  it  to  M^nel  and  Kaiuxij^* 

berg. 


SECT.    X- 


riNAXCES   AND   TAXES. 


Of  thcfe  wc  are  fumifhed  with  a  pretty  dear  idc^ 
from  the  proceedings  of  tjie  Diet  in  1768.  Tho 
iiatemcnt  briefly  taken  (and,  to  fave  the  reader 
fioubic,  reduced  to  Engliih  money)  is  thus : 

Crown  Treafury  -  i-^^^^S^^    7     ^i 

Expences  -^  473^611     2    2  J 

Excefe  of  expences  to  be  fup- 

pKcd  by  taxe3  -  175^048  15     o 

But  as  part  of  the  ancient  reve- 
nues nraft  be  aboltftied^  the 
new  taxes  muft  yield        -      284,353  ^3    4 


Lithuania  Treaiury         *  101,295     4  10 

Expenc^  »  -?       179,948    7  ^10 


Augmentation  required        -y         78,653    3    4 
But  as  ibme  ancient  impo As  mnft 

be  abolifhed,  the  new  taxes 

muft  yield  -  118^068  18    4 

By  the  difinemberment  in  1772  Poland  loft 
near  half  her  annual  income.  To  fupply  this  de- 
ficiency it  became  necefl'ary  to  new-model  and 
incteafe  the  taxes. 

Sterling, 

In  1775,  all  tlieimpofl-s  amounted  to     ^.323,012 
The  neat  revenue  of  the  King  was       -     194,500 

out   of  which   he   only  paid  his  houlehold  ex- 
pences and  menial  fervants,    It  arofe  from  royal 
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idcmeliies^  ftarolties,  and  74,o74L  out  of  tlie  trea- 
fur}'. 

Whole  terentic  -  £^43,938 

Dedud  the  King's  revenue  -  1949500 

For  mrmy,  fiate  bfiiccrs,  and  all  charges   M9A3^ 


SECT.    Xt 
Military  forcb. 

TitE  forces  of  the  kingdom  are  all  cavabjr,  and 
it  is  faid  that  Poland  can  with  eaie  raife  too,oooi» 
^md  lithuama  70,000  horfe ;  but  this  calculation 
muit  certainly  be  underilood  to  include  the  no* 
merous  valTals  and  fervants,  who  are  obliged  t^ 
follow  their  lords  when  they  are  fummoned,  on 
pain  of  forfeiting  their  efiates.  As  to  thdr  infim- 
try,  they  arc  gwierally  hired  from  Germany,  but 
are  (bon  difmiiled,  becaufe  they  muft  be  main- 
tained by  extraordinary  taxes,  of  whidi  the  Po- 
lifh  grandees  are  by  no  means  fond.  As  to  the 
ordinary  army  of  the  Poles,  itconfifted,  in  1778^ 
of  12,310  men  in  Poland,  and  7,465  in  Lithua- 
tiia,  cantoned  into  crown-lands. 

The  fhinding  army  of  Poland  being  (b  inconli^ 
derable^  the  ddfence  of  the  country,  in  cafe  of  in^ 
vaiion,  is  left  to  the  gentry  at  large,  who  are  af- 
iembled  by  regular  fummons  from  the  king,  with 
the  confent  of  the  diet.  Every  palatinate  is  di- 
vided into  diftrifts,  over  each  of  which  proper  of- 
ficers are  appointed  ;  and  every  peribn  poileffing 
free  and  noble  tenures  is  bound  to  military  fer- 
vice,  either  fingly  or  at  the  head  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  his  retainers,  according  to  the  extent  and 
nature  of  his  p^effions.    The  troops  thus  aflem- 
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bled  are  only  obliged  to  ferve  for  a  limited  time  i 
and  are  not  under  the  neceffity  of  marching  be- 
Vond  the  limits  of  their  country.  The  mode  of  le- 
vying and  maintaining  this  army  i?  exafily  fitnilaT 
to  that  pra6lifed  under  the  feudal  fyftem*  Though 
in  general  it  is  almoft  totally  unfit  ibr  the 
jjurpofes  of.  repelling  a  foreign  enemy,  it  is  yet  ai 
powerful' inftrument  in  the  h^nds  of  domeftic  fac- 
tion :  for  the  expedition  with  which  it  is  raifed 
tinder  the  feudal  regulations,  facilitates  the  forma- 
tion of  thofe  dangerous  confederacies,  which  fud- 
denly  flart  up  on  thq  contefted  eledlion  of  a  fo- 
•frereign,  or  whenever  the  nobles  are  at  variance! 
with  each  other. 

There  are  two  forts  of  confederacies.  The  firft 
arc  thofe  formed  with  the  confent  of  the  king,  fe- 
nate,  or  equeflrian  order,  affembled  in  the  diet ; 
by  \thich  the  whole  nation  confederates  for  the 
good  o^  the  country.  The  fecond  are  the  confe- 
deracies of  the  feveral  palatinates,  which  unite  for 
the  purpofe  of  redreffing  any  grievances,  or  re- 
monflrating  againfl  encroachments  of  the  fove- 
reign  power.  Thcfe  may  be  particular,  or  gene- 
ral, and  are  ufually  the  forerunners  of  a  civil  war. 
The  gfeneral  confederacy,  which  is  al>yays  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  king,  is  called  Rokoz,  and  is 
formed  by  the  union  of  the  particular  confedera- 
cies. 

As  every  Polifh  gentleman  has  a  right  to  main-  , 
.tain  as  many  troops  as  he  chufes,  it  may  eafily  be, 
conceived,  that  each  palatinate  is  the  fcene  of 
occafional  dilputes  and  petty  contentions  between 
the  principal  nobles,  and  fometimes  even  between 
their  I'efpedive  retainers.  In  fuch  a  dreadful  ffcate 
of  anarchy,  it  is  a  wonder  that  the  whole  king- 
dom is  not  a  perpetual  fcene  of  endlefs  commo- 
tions, and  that .  the  nation  is  compofed  of  any 
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thing  elfe  but  lawlefs  banditti.  It  redounds,  therc^ 
fore,  greatly  to  the  honour  of  the  natural  dilpofi- 
tion  of  the  Poles,  tliat  amid  all  thefe  itacentives  tof 
confufion,  a  much  greater  degree  of  tranquillity, 
than  could  be  well  expedled,  is  maintained. 

Tlic  emprefs  of  Ruffia  keeps  in  the  country 
10,000  foldiers,  and  every  garrifon  is  compofed 
of  Ruffians  and  natives;  looo  of  the  former  are 
Rationed  at  Wariaw  *.  Thefe  hold  the  nobles  in 
fubjedlion,  and  the  king  himfelf  is  little  more  than 
a  viceroy,  while  the  Ruffian  ambaflador  regulates 
the  afFiCirs  of  the  kingdom  under  the  ditedlbn  of 
his  court.  The  pofpoliteconfifts  of  all  the  nobi- 
lity of  the  kingdom  and  their  followers,  excepting 
the  chancellor,  and  the  ftarofts  of  frontier  places ; 
and  may  be  callbd  by  the  king  into  the  field 
upon  extraordinary  occaiions ;  but  he  cannot  keep 
them  above  fix  weeks  in  arms,  neither  are  they 
obliged  to  march  above  three  leagues  out  of  the 
kingdom. 

The  Polifli  huflars  are  the  fineft  and  mofi: 
ihewy  body  of  cavalry  in  Europe ;  next  to  them  are 
the  pancems ;  and  both  thofe  bodies  wear  defenfivc 
armour  of  coats  of  mail  and  iron  caps.  The  reft  of 
their  cavalry  are  armed  with  muikets  and  heavy 
fcymetars.  After  all  that  has  been  faid,  however, 
the  Polifli  cavalry  are  extremely  inefficient  in  the 
field ;  for  though  the  men  are  brave,  and  their 
liorfes  excellent,  they  are  ftrangers  to  all  difeipline  j 
and  when  drawn  out,  notwithftanding  all  the  au- 
thority their  crown-generals,  their  other  officers, 
and  even  the  king  himfelf,  have  over  them,  they 
are  oppreffive  and  deftxu6tive  to  the  court.  It  is 
.  certain,  notwithftanding,  that  the  Poles  may  be 

*  The  Reader  will  perceive  Uiat  all  our  accounts  are  retrofpec*. 
tive,  aad  deferibe  Poland  as  it  was  preyiou*  to  the  exifiing  inra^ 
£oan 
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tendered  excellent  troops  by  difcipUne,  and  thit 
on  various  occafions,  particularly  under  John  So-* 
bielki,  they  made  as  great  a  figure  in  arms  as  any 
people  in  Europe,  and  proved  the  bulwark  of 
Chriftendom  againft  the  infidels.  It  did  not  fuit 
the  Saxon  princes,  who  fucceeded  that  hero,  to 
encourage  a  martial  fpirit  in  the  Poles,  whom 
they  perpetually  overawed  with  their  eledloral 
troops ;  nor  indeed  to  introduce  any  reformation 
among  them,  either  civil  or  military ;  the  effects 
of  whit^h  condu6l  have  been  fince  fevcrdy  felt  ii^ 
that  country, 


SECT.    XIL 

ARMS    OF   TitE    KINGDOM. 

Thb  anas  of  Poland  are  quarterly.  In  tlie  firffc' 
and  fourth  Gules  ^n  Eagle  Argenty  crowned  and 
armed  Or^  for  Poland,  In  the  fecond  and  third 
Guks  a  cavalier  armed  cap-a-pce  Argent ;  in  the 
dexter  hand  a  naked  fword  of  the  fame ;  in  the 
linifter  a  lliicld  Azure,  chai'ged  with  a  bearded 
crois,  Ory  mounted  on  a  courfer  of  the  fecond, 
barbed  of  the  third,  and  neiled  of  the  fourth,  v  for 
Lithuania.  For  the  Crefl  a  Ci:ov/n,  heightened 
•with  e^ght  Fleurcts,  and  clofe  with  four  demi- 
circles,  ending  with  a  Monde,  Or.  The  xnottOj 
Habent  fua  fidera  Sijeges. 


SECT.    XIIL 

TITLES   OP    THE  ,KING* 


Ki-NG  of  Poland,  Gi;eat  Duke  of  Lithuanuiii^ 
Duke  of  Ruffia,   Pruffia,  Mafovia,    Samogitia, 
ICiovia,  Volhinia,  PodoUa,  Po.dolachia,  Livonia, 
Smolc;pik.o>  Severij^^  and  Czemikovia., 
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SECT.    3tIV. 
ordb&s  op  knighthood. 

The  Order  of  the  fFbite  Eagle  was  firft  inffitu- 
ted  by  Ladiflaus  in  1325,  but  revived  by  Auguf* 
tus  I.  in  1705,  to  attach  to  him  ibme  of  the  Pdliih 
nobles  who,  he  feared,  were  inclined  to  Staniflaus,- 
his  competitor :  it  was  conferred  alio  on  the  czar 
Peter  the  Great  of  Prullia.  The  prefent  king  in- 
ftituted  the  "  order  of  St.  Stanijlaus;'  foon  aftct 
his  ele<%ion  to  the  crown  in  1765.  The  badge  is 
a  raid  crols  enamelled  red,  and  on  the  center  of 
it  is  a  medallion  with  the  image  of  St.  Staniflaus, 
enamelled  in  proper  colours.  It  is  worn  pendent 
to  a  red  riband  ended  with  white.  The  fiar  of 
the  order  is  filver,  and  in  the  center  is  a  cypher  of 
S.  A.  R.  (Staniflaus  Augufhis  Rex)  cndiucd  widi 
the  motto  ^^  Premia$ub  inciiat/* 


SECT.    XV. 

COINS. 

Thb  value  in  Sterling  money^of  the 

Florin  of  Poland  is  •  o     i     a 

Kix-dollar            -  >-  o    $    6 

Ducat                -  "^  •        094 

Predcric               -  -  o  17    6 


SECT.    XVI. 

^USONS^  UASnUZSy    DRBSS)    CUStOltl^  AND 
DIVSRSIOKS. 

Thb  perfons  Of  the  Poles  aie  in  general  ^tary 
noble,  their  complexions  fieur^  and  their  ihap^ 
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Well  proportioned.  They  have  been  long  cetc^ 
brated  for  their  counigfe,  ,their  fbrength,  and  their' 
longevity;  no  country  in  the  world  affording 
iBore  extraordinary  proofs  of  bodily  vigour,  and 
an  uninterrupted  flow  of  health,  which  are  juftly 
aicribed  to  the  temperature  of  the  climate,  the 
temperance  of  the  people,  and  their  conftant  ha- 
bit in  manly  exercifes.  The  continual  ufe  of  the 
cold-bath,  even  in  the  coldeft  parts  of  Poland,  is 
Hippofed  likewife  to  contribute  greatly  to  that 
mufcular  ftrength  for  which  they  are  fo  remarka- 
ble. The  nobility  are  open,  afiable,  liberal,  and 
hofpitable ;  polite  to  flrangers,  rigid^  f o  their  de- 
ipendents,  punctilious  in  points  of  honour,  vain^ 
often tatious,  and  magnificent  in  their  apparel,  equi^ 
pages^  and  livings  though  even  their  magnificence 
favours  ftrongly  of  barbarifm.  They  are  early 
initiated  in  letters^  ipeak.  Latin  with  fluency,  but 
feldom  make  any  progrefs  in  matters  of  tafte  or 
fcience.  PaflSonately  fond  of  liberty,  the  Poles 
live  in  a  perpetual  ftate  of  fervitudc  to  their  ava- 
rice, their  profiifion,  and  their  neceflSties,  wherebjr 
they  are  rendered  the  infamous  penfioners  of  fo* 
reign  fl:ates,  the  creatures  of  their  own  monarchs, 
or  the  hireling  tools  of  fome  political  fa6lion. 
Their  political  conftitution  has  been  the  fource  of 
continual  misfortunes;  yet  are  they  attached  to  ft 
to  a  degree  of  enthufialin,  and  efpecially  thoie 

?arts  which  produce  t^ic  greateft  inconveniencies. 
*oor  in  the  midft  of  a  fertile  country,  they  abhor 
the  notion  of  improving  their  circumflances  hy 
trade,  and  are  the  only  nation  iq  the  world  who 
have  provided  by  law  agaiuft  raifing  a  maritime 
power.  Prodigality  and  debauchery  are  not  re- 
puted vices  among  this  martial  nobilit}^r  they 
borrow  without  intention  of  paying,  with  the 
feme  freedom  they  fquander,    Conflant  in  their 
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Inendfliips,  bittfer  in  their  enmities,  open  to  impo- 
fition,  unfiilpicious,  opinionated,  and  haughty, 
their  only  tare  is  todiftinguiih  thiemfelves  in  arms. 
In  finery,  equipage,  and  fplendor.  As  to  the  vul- 
gar, they  arc,  generally  fpeaking,  mean,  mer- 
cenary, ignorant,  indolent,  and  indigent. 

The  following  charadler  of  the  Poles,  by  the  late 
king  of  Pf  uffia,  is  not  much  exaggerated  :  **  Po- 
land is  in  a  ftate  of  perpetual  anarchy.  The  great 
families  have  all  of  them  feparate  intererts,  and  all 
preferring  themfelves  to  their  country,  they  agree 
only  in  feverity  towards  their  vaflals,^  whom  they 
treat  more  like  beafts  than  humiCn  creatures.—*  • 
The  Poles  are  vain,  infolent  in  good  fortune,  fer- 
vile  in  adverlity ;  they  ftick  at  nothing  to  amafs 
money,  which,  having  obtained  unjuftly,  they 
ipend  it  prodigally  ;  as  fickle  in  their  judgments 
as  fiivolous  in  their  tafl:es,  their  meafures  are 
adopted  capricioufly,  and  abandoned  without  rea- 
fon.  The  unfteadinefs  of  their  charadlets  is  con-"- 
tinually  plunging  them  into  difficulties.— They 
have  laws,  but  no  one  obferves  them,  for  want  of 
coercive  authority." 

The  common  mode  of  falute  in  this  country  is 
to  incline  the  head,  and  to  flirike  the  breaft  with 
one  of  the  hands,  while  they  flxetch  the  other  to- 
ward the  ground ;  but  when  a  common  perfon 
meets  a  fuperior,  he  bows  his  head  almoft  to  the 
earth,  waving  at  the  fame  time  his  hand,  with 
^hich  he  touches  the  bottom  of  the  leg,  near  the 
heel,  of  the  perfon  to  whom  he  pays  his  obedience. 
The  Poles  fhave  their  heads,  leaving  only  a  circle 
of  hair  upon  the  crown,  and  men  of  all  ranks  ger 
nerally  wear  large  whifkers  *.     They  wear  alfo  a 

^  A  German  hiftorian  (Mafcou)  remarks,  that  the  mannerly 
ivhich  the  Poles  wear  their  hair  is,  perhaps,  «ne  of  the  moft  an- 
cieot  tokens  of  their  origin.    So  early  as  the  fitth  century  Tome 
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•^eft  which  reaches  down  to  the  middle  of- the  Jc^ 
and  a  kind  of  gown  over  it  lined  with  fur,  and 
cirded  with  a  fafti ;  but  the  fleeves  fk  as  clofe  t<^ 
toeir  arms  as  a  waiftcoat.  Their  breeches  arcf 
wide,  and  make  but  one  piece  with  their  flockings  » 
they  wear  a  fur  cap  or  bonnet ;  their  fliirts  arc 
without  collar  or  wriftbands,  and  they  wear  nei- 
ther ftock  nor  neckclothr  In  place  of  ihoes  they 
wear  yellow  Turkey-leather  bufkins,  with  thinf 
foles,  and  deep  heels  plated  with  iron  or  fleely 
and  bent  like  a  half  moon.  The  fummer  drefs  of 
the  peaiants  conHfis  of  nothing  but  a  ihirt  and 
drawets  of  coarfe  cloth,  without  Ihoes  or  flock- 
ings, with  round  caps  or  hats;  in  winter  they 
wear  a  iheep's  fldn>  with  the  wool  inwards.  The 
women  of  the  lower  clafs  wear  on  their  heads  a 
wrapper  of  white  linen,  under  which  their  hair  i» 
braided,  and  hangs  down  in  two  plaits.  Many 
of  them  have  a  long  piece  of  white  linen  hanging 
round  the  fide  of  their  faces,  and  covering  their 
bodies  below  their  knees  ;  which  fingular  kind  oC 
veil  makes  them  look  as  if  they  were  doing  pe- 
nance. In  the  diftri<9:  of  Samogitia  the  peculiar 
care  they  have  of  their  daughters  induce  the  wo- 
men to  make  them  wear  little  bells,  before  and 
behind,  to  give  notice  where  they  are.  The  drefs 
of  the  higher  orders  of  bothfexes  is  uncommonly 
elegant.  That  of  the  gentlem^i  is  a  waiftcoat 
with  fleeves,  over  which  they  wear  an  upper  robe 
of  a  different  colour,  which  reaches  down  below 
the  knee,  and  is  faflened  round  the  waift  with  a 
iafh  or  girdle ;  the  fleeves  of  this  upper  garment 

nations/ who  were  comprehended  onfder  the  name  of  Scytluans^ 
liad  the  fame  cuftom.  For  Prifcus  Rhaetor,  who  accompanied 
Maximus  in  his  embaify  from  Theodofius  II.  to  the  court  of 
Attila»  defcribes  a  Scythian  lord,  whofe  head  was  (haved  in  a  cif- 
cular  form  (^afitein  rotundnm  rafo}^  a  mode  perfe^ly  iimilav  totnr 
prefent  &ftioa  in  Polaad. 
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aFe  in  warm  weather  tied  behind  the  ihoulders. 
A  fabie^  or  cutlafs,  is  a  necefiary  part  of  their 
drefs  as  a  mark  of  nobility.  In  fummer  the  robe^ 
&c.  is  of  filk  ;  in  winter  they  wear  fables,  or  the 
ikins  of  tygers,  leopards,  &c.  or  velvet  or  ftiiff 
edged  with  fur.  When  they  appear  on  horfe- 
back,  they  wear  over  all  a  fhort  cloak,  which  ia 
commonly  covered  with  furs  both  within  and 
without  On  the  whole,  we  muft  pronounce  the 
drc&  of  the  Poles  to  be  pidhjrefque  and  majeftic. 

Their  diveriions  are  warlike  and  manly;  vault- 
ing, dancing,  and  riding  the  great  horfe,  hunting, 
ikaiting,  bull  and  bear  baiting.  They  ufually 
travel  on  horfeback ;  a  Polifh  gentleman  will  not 
travel  a  ftone's  throw  without  his  horfe,  and  they 
are  fo  hardy,  that  they  will  flecp  upon  the  ground^ 
without  any  bed  or  covering,  in  froft  and  fnow. 
The  Poles  never  live  above  fiairs,  and  their  apart-^ 
ments  are  not  united  :  the  kitchen  is  on  one  iide, 
the  liable  on  another, .  the  dwelling-houie  on  the 
third,  and  the  gate  in  the  front.  They  content 
themielves  with  a  few,  fmall  beds,  and  if  any  lodge 
at  their  houfes,  they  muft  carry  th^ir  bedding  with 
them.  When  they  fit  down  to  dinner  or  fupper, 
^ey  have  their  trumpets  and  other  mufic  playing^ 
and  a  number  of  gentlemen  to  wait  on  them  at 
table,  all  ferving  with  the  moft  profound  refped ; 
for  the  nobles  who  are  poor  frequently  find 
theipfelves  under  the  neceffity  of  ferving  thofe 
who  are  rich ;  but  their  patron  ufually  treats  them 
with  civility,  and  permits  the  eldeft  to  eat  with 
him  at  his  table,  with  his  cap  off;  and  every  one 
of  them  has  his  peafant  boy  to  wait  on  him,  main* 
tained  by  the  mafter  of  the  family.  At  an  enter-t 
tainment,  the  Poles  lay  neither  knives,  forks,  nor 
ipoons,  but  every  gueft  brings  them  with  him  i 
and  they  no  fooner  fit  down  tq  table  than  all  the 
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doors  are  (hut,  and  not  opened  again  till  the  com«< 
pany  return  home.  It  is  ufual  for  a  nobleman  to 
give  his  fervant  part  of  his  meat,  which  he  eats  as 
he  ftands  behind  him,  and  to  let  him  drink  out 
of  the  fame  cup  with  himfelf :  but  this  is  the  lelS 
extraordinary,  if  it  be  confidered  that  thcfe  fer- 
▼ants  arc  efteemed  his  equals.  Bumpers  are  much 
in  fafliton  both  here  and  in  Ruffia ;  nor  will 
they  eafily  excufe  any  perfon  from  pledging  them. 
With  rcfpe6l  to  the  grandeur  and  equipages  of 
the  Polilh  nobility,  the  reader  may  figure  to  him- 
ielf  an  idea  of  all  that  is  faftidious,  ceremonious^ 
cxpenfive,  and  fliewy  in  life,  to  have  any  con-, 
ception  of  their  way  of  living.  They  carry  the 
pomp  of  their  attendance,  when  they  appear 
abroad,  even  to  ridicule ;  f  jr  it  is  not  unufual  to 
fee  the  lady  of  a  Polifh  grandee,  belides  a  coach 
and  fix,  with  a  great  number  of  fervants,  attended 
by  an  old  gentleman  uflier,  an  old  gentlewoman 
for  her  governante,  and  a  dwarf  of  each  fex  to 
hold  up  her  train  ;  and  if  it  be  night,  her  coach  is 
furrounded  by  a  great  number  of  flambeaux. 
The  figure  of  their  pomp,  however,  is  propor- 
tioned to  their  efiates ;  but  each  perfon  goes  as  fiur 
as  his  income  can  afford. 


SECT.    XVII, 

RELIGION. 

The  efliabliflied  religion  of  the  country  is  Po* 
pery,  and  to  this  perfuafion  the  nobles,  and  the 

f^at  body  of  the  people,  are  ftrongly  attached* 
he  number  of  Protefl:ants,  however,  Lutheran 
and  Galvinifts,  in  the  republic,  particularly  in  the 
tracling  towns  near  the  Baltic,  is  very  confider-^ 
ftble.    When  thofe  fedls  are  joined  to  the  Greek 
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chtiTch,  t^e  whole  are  called  Diflidents.     The  !«•• 
public  tolerate  every  reli^on  but  Proteftants,  Uk 
I^ithuania  contains  a  multitude  of  Mahometan 
Tartars,  of  Jews,  and  peribns  of  the  Greek  lelv- 
gion,  who  are  (eldom  or  never  diftuibed  on  ac- 
count of  ihcir  feveral  perfuaiions.     Th^  oatioinl 
inveteracy  to  thie  Proteiiant  dodrines,  howevcf^ 
has  frequently  caibd  forth  remonfixances  and  xt^ 
itrii^ions.     The  treaty   of  Oliva,    coacluded  ia 
1660,  tolerated  the  Diflideot<«,  and  was  gnaran* 
teed  by  the  principal  powers  in  Europe ;  but  this 
was  fo  difregarded  by  the  Poles,  that  in  the  year 
1724'they  made  a  public  maifacic  of  the  Prote^ 
tants  at  Thcnrn.     The  monafleric^  in  Poland  are 
iaid  to  be  576^  the  nunneries  117,  befides  246 
ieminaries  or  colleges,  and  3 1  abbeys.    The  prin* 
ciples  of  Socinianifm  made  a  very  early  andconfi* 
derable  progress  in  this  country.    A  tranflation  of 
the  Bible  into  the  Poliih  language  was  publiihed  in 
1572  ;  and  two  years  a^er,  under  the  direc^n  of 
the  tame  perfon^,  the  catechifin,  or  confeffion  of 
the  Unitarians,  was  puUiihed  at  Cracow.    The 
abttities  and  writings  of  Socinus  greatly  contribu- 
ted to  the  extenfive  propagation  of  his  ojmiions; 
but  though  the  Socinians  in  Poland  have  been  very 
numerous,  they  have  at  different  times  been  greatly 
perleeuted.     However,  it  was  lately  refolvcd  be- 
tween the  republic  and  partitioning  powers,  that 
all  Diilidents  ihould  henceforth  enjoy  the  firee  eX" 
ercife  of  their  religion,  though  to  continue  ex- 
^eluded  firora  the  diet,  Uie  lenate,  and  the  penna* 
nent  council.     They  are  to  have  churches,  but 
without  bells ;  alio  fi:hools  and  feminaries  of  tlieir 
own ;  they  are  capable  of  fitting  in  the  inferior 
courts  of  juflice,  and  three  of  their  conununion 
are  admitted  as  afleflbrs  in  the  tribunal  to  receive 
appeals  in  religion. 
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SECT.    XVIIL 

ARCHBISHOPRICS   ANp    BISHOPRICS. 

There  are  but  'two  archbiflioprics,  that  is  to 
Iky,  Gnefha  and  Lembur^.  The  archbifliop  ©r 
.Gndha  is  always  a  cardinal,  and  primate  of  the 
lungdom ;  and  during  an  interregnum,  or  in  th^ 
king's  abicnce,  -he  is  regent.  The  bifhoprics  are^ 
thoic  of  Pofba,  Vilna,  Cracow,  Culm,  Karnoilow^ 
WindQW,  Miedniki,  Plotlko,  Lctlko,  Colmem- 
fce,  Foffenburg,  Premiflaw,  andKaminiec.  All 
thefe  biihops,  particularly  the  bifhop  of  CracQw^ 
en^oy  ^eat  pnvUeges  and  immunities. 


SECT.    XIX. 

LANGUAGE. 

The  proper  language  of  Poland  is  the  Sclavo^ 
nian,  but  intermixed  with  the  High  Dutch,  Iq 
Lithuania,  the  language  differs  much  from  that 
of  the  other  provinces.  But  in  gener^  it  i^ 
rendered  extremely  harih  and  inharmonious  from 
the  abundance  of  confonants  employed  in  it,  fome 
of  the  wor^s  having  no  vowels  at  all  *.  I^tin  is 
generally  underflood  ^nd  fpol^en  by  the  meaneft 
people -f-.     In  the  provinces  bordering  on  Ruilia, 

*  The  Pater-noAer  in  the  PoH(b  language  i&  of  the  following 
lenor:  ,  ♦ 

Oycze  nasf,  ktorys  n^  niebiofach  $  nlech  fie  fwieci  imie  twoic  ;^ 
|iicch  przytdzie  kroleftwo  twoie  >  nlech  bedzie  wola  twoia  Jacka 
y  wniebietaky  n%  ziemi;  chleba  naflfego.  powiTedniego  4ay.nam 
dziflia  J  yodpufc  nam  nafli  winyj  jako  y  my  odpufc  zamv  nalFyni^ 
winowaycom ;  ynie  wwodz  nas  pokudenie ;  ale  nas  wyoaw  ode 
s^dlaigo  I  abowiem  t^oie  jeft  krolelbyg  y  moQ  e  phwala.  na  vieki* ' 
Amen. 

t  "  I  had  (faiys  Mr.  Coxe)  feveral  opportunities  of  remarking 
the  prev^ency  of  the  Latin  tongue  in  Poland ;  when  1  vifited  tlie 
prifonsy  I  converfed  in  that  language  with  a  common  foldier,  who. 
uood  gazrd  at  the  entrance ;  he  fpoke  it  with  great  fluency." 
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well  underiloodt 


SECT.    XX. 


8TATB   OP   LBARNINO. 


Though  Copernicus^  the  great  rcftorer  of  the 
Pythagorean,  or  true  agronomical  fyftem,  VorA 
lius^  and  fome  other  learned  men,  were  natiyes 
of  Poland  *,  yet,  from  the  nature  of  the  govern- 
ment,  learning  has  in  no  period  been  very  widely 
difiufed  in  this  country.  No  kingdom,  however, 
can  boaft  a  more  regular  fuccellion  of  excellent 
hiilorians,  or  a  greater  variety  of  writers  deeply 
converfant  in  the  laws,  ftatutes,  and  conftitution. 
Under  Sigifmond  I.  and  his  ion  Sigifinond  AuguC* 
tus,  the  arts  and  fciences  were  greatly  diftiii^ 
guifhed  by  ro3ral  patronage ;  they  were  alfo  chc-» 
rilhed  by  fome  liicceeding  monarchs,  particularly 
John  Sdbieiki ;  but  no  prince  has  paid  them  more 
attention  than  the  preient  king  Staniilaus  Augus- 
tus* His  munificence  in  this  particular  has  been 
attended  with  the  happieft  effcAs.  The  Polilh 
literati  have  within  a  few  years  given  to  the  pub- 
lic a  much  greater  variety  of  elegant  perform-^ 
wees  than  ever  appeared  in  any  former  period  of 
the  iame  length.  What  is  more  material,  a  tafte 
for  fcience  has  ^read  itielf  among  the  nobles,  and 
begins  to  be  regarded  as  an  accomplifhment  *f-. 
The  enlargement  of  mind  derived  by  thefe  liccn-t 
tious  fpirits  from  this  new  purfuit  has  already 
weaned  feveral  of  them  from  their  habits  of  bar-. 

*  Copernicus  was  born  at  Thorn  1471,  and  died  154*3  • 
t  The  nobilitjr  formerly*  placing  their  chief  hnportance  in  the 
privileges  of  their  rankf  iheweda  16vereif;Q  contempt  for  leam^ 
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l)arous  turbulence,  and  greatly  humanized  their 
civil  deportment.  It  may  in  time  teach  them 
thoroughly  to  comprehend  the  true  interefl:  of 
their  country,  and  the  expedience  of  due  fubor- 
dination,  hitherto  deemed  incompatible  with  li- 
berty. 

SECT.    XXI, 

UNIVERSITIES,    8^ 

The  univerfities  of  Poland  arc,  thofe  of  Cra- 
cow, of  Vilna,  and  of  Pofna  ;  though  this  latter 
may,  perhaps,  be  more  properly  confidered  as  a 
Jefuit*s  college  than  an  univerfity.  That  of  Cra* 
caw  is  under  the  dir^6lion  of  pneft?,  called  Aca- 
demicians, and  its  courle  of  fludies  chiefly  theo- 
logical ;  it  confifls  of  1 1  colleges,  and  has  the 
&pervifbrfhip  of  14  grammar  fchools  difperied 
through  the  city :  the  number  of  lludents  in  i  778 
amounted  to  600.  The  univerfity  of  V  Ina  was 
binder  the  luperintcndance  of  the  Jefuits ;  and  its 
courfe  of  fludies,  like  that  of  Cracow,  principally 
dirc(3cd  to  theology.  Since  the  fnppreffion  of  the 
order  of  Jefuits,  the  king  has  eftablilhed  a  com- 
mittee of.  education,  coropofed  of  men  diftin- 
guiihed  either  by  high  llation  or  enlightenetj 
underftandingSj  which  committee  has  an  abfolutc 
power  in  matters  of  education ;  appoints  profef- 
fors,  regulates  their  falaries,  ana  directs  their 
ftudies. 

The  public  library  of  Warfaw  owes  its  origin 
to  the  private  bounty  of  two  bifhops  of  the  family 
of  Zalulk,  and  over  the  door  is  this  infcription  : 

^^ClVIUM  USUI  PERPETUoZaLUSICORUM  PAR  ILLUS- 

TRE  DiCAVir  1 7 1 4/'  It  has fince  received  feveral 
large  additions  from  various  benefadors,  and  con- 
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tains  aoo,ooo  volumes.  It  is  very  rich  in  books 
and  manufcripts  relating  to  the  Poliib  hiftoiy, 
jpaoH  of  which  are  written  in  Latin, 


SECT.     XXIL 

ANTIQUITIES,     AND     KATITRAL     AND     ARTIPICIAXi 
CURIOSITIES. 

Among  the  natural  curlofities  of  Poland  miift 
be  reckoned  the  wild  men  that  have  been  found  in 
the  woods  of  that  country.  The  frequent  incur-^ 
lions  of  the  Tartars  and  other  barbarous  nations, 
who  often  bore  off  whole  villages  of  people: 
into  flavery,  probably  forced  the  women  to  carry 
.  their  children  into  the  woods  for  fafety,  and,  in  cafe 
*  of  farther  puriuit,  to  leave  them  behind ;  for  they  ^re 
frequently  found  among  bears  and  other  wild 
beails,  by  whom  they  are  nourifhed,  and  taught 
to  feed  like  them.  Such  beings  have  been  tve^ 
quently  found  ia  the  woods  both  of  Poland  and 
Germany,  divefted  of  almofl:  all  the  properties  of^ 
humanity,  except  the  form.  Thofe  that  have 
been  taken  went  generally  upon  all-fours^  though 
fometimes  they  ilood  upright.  They  had  not  the 
ufe  of  fpeech  at  firft,  but  were  taught  to  (peak 
when  brought  into  towns  and  ufed  kindly;  re- 
taining no  memory  of  their  former  favage  lives 
when  they  <^>ame  to  be  humanized,  and  made  con- 
vertible by  cultivation. 

The  fait  mines  of  the  country  ^e  ftriking  ob* 
Jc6ts  of  natural  curiofity.  Thefe  are  wonderful 
.  caverns,  federal  hundred  yards  deepy  at  the  bot-t 
torn  of  which  are  many  intricate  windings  and  la- 
byrinths. Out  of  thefe  are  dug  four  different 
Im^  of  ialts ;  one  ej^tremely  Imd,  like  cryflal ; 
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mnother^  fofter^  but  clearer ;  a  third,  white,  bu€ 
brittle ;  thefe  are  all  brackifh ;  but  the  fourth  is 
ibmewhat  frelher.  '  Thefe  four  kinds  are  dug  in 
different  mines  near  the  city  of  Cracow ;  on  one 
fide  of  them  is  a  ilream  of  fait  water ;  and  on  the 
other,  one  of  frelh.    The  revenue  ariiing  from 
thefe  and  other  falt-mines  is  very  confiderable, 
nxkd  formed  part  of  the  royal  revenue,  till  they^ 
were  feized  by  the  emperor,  being  fituated  within 
the  provinces  whidi  he^fmembered  from  Poland ;; 
the  annual  av^lrage  profit  of  that  of  Wielitfka  wa* 
.  3,500,000  Polifh  florins,  or  97,2221.  45.  6d.  fler- 
ling.    The  latter,  indeed,  is  the  mofl  confideraUc 
&It-mine  in  the  world,  and  from  it  a  great  part 
<>f  the  continent  is  fupplied  with  that  article. 
Wielitfka  is  a  linall  town  about  eight  miles  from 
Cracow :  the  m>ne  is  excavated  in  a  ridge  of  hills 
at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  chain  which  joins 
to   the  Carpathian   mountains,    and    has   been 
wrought  abc^e  600  years,  for  they  are  mentioned 
in  the  Polifh  annals  fo  early  as  1237  under  Bo- 
lefkus  the  Chaf^e  *,  land  not  then  as  a  new  difco* 
▼ery :  how  much  earlier  they  were  known  cannot 
be  afcertained. 

There  are  eight  openings  or  defcents  into  this 
mine,  fix  in  the  field,  and  two  in  the  town  itfeli^ 
which  are  moflly  ufed  for  letting  down  the  work- 
men, and  taking  up  the  fait ;  the  othors  being 
chiefly  ufed  fb?  letting  in  wood  and  othei:  necef^ 
larieff. 

The  openings  are  five  feet  fquare,  and  about 
four  wide;  they  are  lined  throughout  with  tim-^ 
ber^  and  at  the  top  of  each  thete  is  a  lar^e  wheel 
with  a  rope  as  thick  as  a  cable,  by  which  things 
ure  let  down  and  drawn  up ;  and  this  is  work^ 

*  I^o^oidij  Jof.  Pubf  vol.  i.  p.  14^ 
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hy  a  liorfe.  When  a  ftranger  has  the  curiofity  to 
fee  the  works,  he  muft  defcend  by  one  of  thefe 
holes ;  he  is  firft  to  put  on  a  miner's  coat  over  his 
t^loaths,  and  then  being  led  to  the  mouth  of  the 
hole  by  a  miner,  who  ferves  for  a  guide,  the  mi-* 
net  &fiens  a  final  ler  rope  to  the  large  one,  and 
ties  it  about  himfelf ;  he  fits  in  this^  and,  taking 
the  firanger  in  his  lap,  gives  the  fign  tobele( 
down.  When  feveral  go  down  togetiSir,  the  cuf- 
torn  is,  that  when  the  firfi:  is  let  down  about  three 
yards  the  wheel  fi:ops,  and  another  miner  takes 
another  rope,  ties  himfelf,  takes  another  in  his 
lap^  and  defcends  about  three  yzrds  farther ;  the 
wheel  then  ^ops  for  another  pair,  and  fo  on  till 
the  whole  company  are  feated,  then  the  wheel  is 
again  worked,  and  the  whole  firing  of  adven- 
turers are  let  down  together.  It  is  no  uncommon 
thing  for  forty  people  to  go  down  in  this  manna*^ 
When  the  wheel  is  finally  fet  a-going,  it  never 
fiops  till  they  are  all  down;  but  the  defcent  is 
very  fiow  and  gradual,  and  it  is  a  very  oncom* 
fortable  time,  while  they  all  recoUeft  that  their  ^ 
lives  depend  on  the  goodneis  of  the  rope.  They 
are  carried  down  a  narrow  and  dark  well  to  the 
depth  of  fix  hundred  feet  perpendicular ;  this  is 
in  reality  an  immenfe  depth,  but  the  terror  and 
tedioufiieis  of  the  defcent  makes  it  ^pear  to  mofi: 
people  vafiily  more  than  it  is.  As  foon  as  the  &t& 
miner  touches  the  ground  at  the  bottom,  he  flips 
out  of  the  rope  and  fets  his  companion  upon  his 
legs,  and  the  rope  continues  ddcending  till  all 
the  refl:  do  the  fame. 

The  place  where  they  are  fet  down  is  per- 
fed^ly  dark,  but  the  miners  firike  fire  and  light  a 
finall  lamp,  by  means  of  which  (each  taking  the 
fl:ranger  he  has  care  of  by  the  arm)  they  lead  them 
through  a  number  of  ftrange  pafiTages  and  mean- 
ders,^ 
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dets,  all  dcfcending  lower  and  lowct^,  till  tti^y 
come  to  certain  ladders  by  which  they  delcend  ait 
knmenie  depth)  and  this  through  paffages  pcr- 
ledtlj^  dark*  The  damp,  cold^  and  darknefs  ot 
thefe  places,  and  the  hotrot  of  being  fo  many 
Yards  under  ground,  generally  ihake  ftran^erd 
lieartily  repent  before  they  get  thus  far ;  but  when 
at  bottom  they  are  well  rewarded  for  their  pains^ 
by  a  fight  that  could  never  have  been  expeded 
anef  {6  much  horror. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  laft  ladder  the  ftranger  i« 
received  in  a  fmall  dark  cavern,  walled  up  per- 
fciftly  clofe  on  all  fides.     To  increafe  the  terror  of 
the  fcene,  it  is  ufual  for  the  guide  to  pretend  the 
iitmofi:  terror  on  theapprehcnfion  of  his  lamp 
going  out,  declaring  they  muft  perifh  in  the  mazes 
of  the  mine  if  it  did.  When  arrived  in  this  dreary 
chamber,  he  puts  out  his  light,  as  if  by  accident, 
and  after  much  cant  catches  the  ftranger  by  the 
hand  and  drags  him  through  a  narrow  creek  into 
the  body  of  the  mine,  when  there  burfts  at  once 
upon  his  view  a  world,  the  luftre  of  which  is 
fcarcely  to  be  imagined.  It  is  a  fpacious  plain,  con- 
taining a  whole  people,  a  kind  of  fubterraneous 
republic,  with  houfes,  carriages,  roads,  &c»     This 
is   wholly  fcooped  out  of  one  vaft  bed  of  fait, 
which  is  all  a  hard  rock,  as  bright  and  glittering 
•  as  crj'ftal,  and  the  whole  fpace  before  him  is 
formed  of  lofty  arched  vaults,  fiipported  by  co- 
lumns of  fait,  and  roofed  and  floored  with  the 
fame,  fo  that  the  columns,  and  indeed  the  whole 
fabric,  feem  compofed  of  the  pureft  cryftal. 

They  have  many  public  lights  in  this  place  con- 
tinually burning  for  the  general  ufe,  and  the  blaze 
of  thofe  refleclcd  from  every  part  of  the  mine, 
gives  a  more  glittering  profpedl  than  any  thing 
above  ground  can  pofiibly  exhibit.  Were  this  the 
z  /  whol^ 
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%lio\c  beauty  of  the  fpot,  it  were  fuifictent  to  at- 
tract our  wonder ;  but  this  is  only  a  finall  part# 
The  fa\t  (though  generally  clear  and  bright  as 
cryikal)  is  in  fome  places  tinged  with  all  the  Colours 
b(  precious  fton^,  as  blue,  yellow,  purple,  and 
green ;  there  are  numerous  columns  wholly  com* 
pofed  of  thefe  kinds,  and  they  look  like  maifes  of 
rubies,  emeralds,  amethyfls,  and  iapphires,  dart^ 
.  ing  a  radiance  which  the  eye  can  hardly  bear^ 
and  which  has  given  many  people  occaiion  to 
compare  it  to  the  fuppofed  magni£cence  of  heaven* 
Beiides  the  variety  of  forms  in  theie  vaults,  ta« 
bles,  arches,  and  columns,  which  are  framed  atf 
they  dig  out  the  Iklt  for  the  purpofe  of  keeping  up 
the  roof,  there  is  a  vaft  variety  of  others,  gro-. 
telque  an4  finely  figured,  the  work  of  nature,  and. 
thefe  are  generally  of  the  pureft  and  brightell£ilti 
The  roofs  of  the  arches  are  in  many  places  full 
of  fait,  hanging  pendent  from  the  top  in  the  form 
of  icicles,  and  having  all  the  hues  and  colours  of 
the  rainbow ;  the  walks  are  covered  with  various 
congelations  of  the  fame  kind,  and  the  very  floors^ 
when  not  too  much  trodden  and  battered,  arc  co- 
vered with  globules  of  the  fame  fiirt  of  beautiful 
materials. 

In  various  parts  of  this  fpacious  plain  fland  the 
huts  of  the  miners  and  families,  Ibme  flanding 
finglc,  and  others  in  cluilers  like  villages.  They 
have  very  little  communication  with  the  world 
above  ground,  and  many  hundreds  of  people  are 
born  and  live  all  their  lives  Iutc. 

Through  the  midll  of  this  plain  lies  the  great 
road  to  ih6  mouth  of  the  mine.  This  road  is  al- 
ways filled  with  carriages  loaded  wilh  raaflTes  of 
fait  out  of  the  farther  j>art  of  the  m'nc,  and  car- 
rying them  to  the  place  where  th;.  mp-;  bclongint^ 
to  the  wheel  receives,  tlicm;  the  drivers  of  thefe 
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carriages  are  all  merry  and  finging,  slnd  the  fait 
looks  like  a  load  of  gems.  The  hories  kept  here 
are  a  very  great  number,  and  when  once  Iqt  doWn, 
they  never  fee  the  day-light  again ;  but  fotne  of 
the  men  take  freauent  occafions  of  going  up  dnd 
breathing  the  fielii  air.  The  infiruments  princi-* 
pally  uSSi  by  the  miners  are  pick-axes^  hammers^ 
and  chilfels ;  with  thefe  they  dig  out  the  fait  in 
forms  of  httge  Cylinders,  each  of  many  hundred 
weights  Thid  is  found  the  moft  convenient  me- 
thod of  gettiilg  them  out  of  the  mine,  and  as  foon 
as  got  above  ground,  they  are  broken  into  finaller 
J^ieces^  and  fent  to  the  mills,  where  they  are 
ground  to  powder.  The  fineft  fort  of  the  fait  is 
frequently  cut  into  toys,  and  often  pafles  for  real 
cryfial.  This  hard  kind  makes  a  great  part  of  the 
floor  of  the  mine ;  and  what  is  mofl  furprizing 
in  the  whole  place  is,  that  there  runs  conftantly 
over  this,  and  through  a  large  part  of  the  mine,  a 
^ring  of  fielh  water,  iufficient  to  fopply  the  in- 
habitants and  their  horfes,  fo  that  they  need  not 
have  any  from  above  ground.  The  horfes  ufually 
grow  blind  after  they  have  been  fome  little  time 
in  the  mine,  but  they  do  as  well  for  fervice  after- 
wards as  before. 

After  admiring,  the  wonders  of  this  amazing 
place,  it  is  no  very  comfortable  remembrance  to 
the  ftranger,  that  he  is  to  go  back  again  through 
the  iame  difmal  way  he  came,  and  indeed  the 
journey  is  not  much  better  than  the  prolpeft ; 
the  only  means  of  getting  up  is  by  the  rope,  and 
Ettle  more  ceremony  is  ufed  in  the  journey  than 
in  the  drawing  up  of  a  piece  of  fait. 

Hie  ialt  dug  ft'om  this  mine  is  called  Ziebna,  or 
Green  Salt,  but  for  what  reafon  it  is  difficult  to 
determine,  its  colour  being  an  iron  grey ;  when 
pounded^  it  has  a  dirty  aih  colour^  like  what  we  call 
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brown  fait.  The  mine  appears  to  be  inexhaufti- 
ble,  as  will  eafily  be  conceived  from  the  following 
account  of  its  dim^nfions,  given  by  Mr.  Coxe : 
Its  known  breadth  (fays  he)  is  1115  feet,  its  length 
669  T  feet,  and  depth  743  ;  this,  however,  is  to 
be  underllood  only  of  the  part  which  has  been 
JsiAually  worked ;  as  to  the  real  depth,  or  longi- 
tudinal extent  of  the  miilc,  it  is  not  poiSble  to 
conjecture* 

Under  the  mountains  adjoining  to  Kiow,  on 
the  frontiers  of  Ruffia,  and  in  the  deferfs  of  Po- 
dolia,  are  feveral  catacombs,  ot  fubterranean 
vaults,  which  the  ancients  ufed  for  burying  places> 
snd  where  a  great  number  of  human  bodies  are 
ftill  prefcrved  entire,  though  interred  many  ages 
ftnce,  having  been  better  embalmed,  and  become 
neither  fo  hard  nor  fo  black  as  the  Egyptian  mum- 
mies. Among  them  are  two  princes  in  the  habits 
they  ufed  to  wear.  It  is  thought  that  this  pre- 
ferving  quality  is  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  foil, 
which  is  dry  and  fandy. 

Of  antiquities  Poland  can  boaft  of  but  few,  as 
ancient  Sarmatia  was  never  pcrfedMy  known  to 
the  Romans  themfelves. 

Its  artificial  curiofities  alfo  are  not  numerous, 
tonfifting  chiefly  of  the  gold,  filver,  and  enamel- 
led veflels  prefented  by  the  kings  and  prelates  of 
Poland,  and  preferved  in  the  cathedral  of  Gne(ha« 


SECT.    XXIII. 

CHIEF   CITIES   AND    REMARKABLE    BUILDi^GS. 

Warsaw  (the  capital  of  Poland)  is  built  partly 
in  a  plain,  and  partly  upon  a  gentle  afcent,  riling 
from  the  banks  of  the  Viftula,  which  is  about  as 
broad  as  the  Tliames  at  Weftminfter  Bridge,  but 
in  fummer  very  Ihallow.  The  city  and  its  fuburbs 
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occupy  a  vaft  extent  of  ground,  and  are  cott* 
'  puted  to  centain  about  70,000  inhabitants,  among 
whom  are  a  great  number  of  foreigners;  Th^ 
former  is  the  royal  refidence,  and  contains  many 
magnificenj  palaces  and  other  buildings,  befides 
churches  and  convents.  The  whole  town,  how- 
cver,  has  a  melancholy  appearance,  e^^biting 
that  ftrong  contrail  of  wealth  and  poverty,  luxury 
and  diftrefs,  which  pervades  every  part  of  the 
country.  The  ftrcets  are  fpacious,  but  ill  paved, 
and  the  greateft  part  of  thehoufes,  particularly  in 
the  fiiburbs,  are  mean  Wooden  hovels.  In  a  place 
£o  built  of  high  and  low,  without  an  intermediate 
quality  of  people,  commerce  will  not  be  expe<fted 
to  rear  its  head.  Herfe  is  indeed  little  or  none. 
The  palace  ftands  on  a  rifing  ground  at  a  fmall 
diflanCe  from  the  Viiiula,  and  commands  a  fine 
view  of  that  river  and  of  the  adjacent  country.  It 
was  built  by  Sigifmond  III.  and  fince  his  time  has 
been  the  principal  refidence  of  the  Polifli  mo-« 
narchs.  Warfew  is  300  miles  N.  E.  by  N.  of 
Vienna,  130  N.  N,  E.  of  Cracow,  and  160  S.  E. 
by  S.  of  Dantzic. 

Cracow  (which  ftill  difputes  with  Warfaw  the 
inetropditical  pre-eminence)  is  a  curious  old 
town,  IT2  miles  S.  W.  of  Warfaw  ;  180  N.  E. 
of  Vienna,  long*  37.  30.  lat.  50.  10.  It  was  for-* 
jnerly  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  where  the 
monarchs  were  elected  and  crowned^  and  was^ 
once  almoft  the  center  of  the  Polilh  dominions, 
though  now  a  frontier  town ;  a  Isunentable  proof 
how  much  the  territories  of  this  republic  have? 
been  contrafted.  It  ftands  in  an  extenfive  plain 
watered  by  the  Viftula,  and,,  with  ks  fuburbs^ 
occupies  a  vaft  fpace  of  ground,  but  fo  thinly 
peopled,  that  they  fcarcely  contain  togetho: 
io>ooo  inluibitants.     Like  that  of  Wariaw,  th© 
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tonmierce  of  Cracow  is  very  inconfiifersibltfy  not- 
WHhftanding  it  lies  in  the  neighbourhood  of  ^5fe 
rich  fait  mines^  and  contains  fifty  churches  a^d 
convents.  It  is  furrounded  with  deep  ditches  and- 
high  brick  walls  *,  ftrengthened  with  round  and 
iquare  towers  iI^the  aftcient  ftyle  of  fortification, 
bnd  is  garrifoned  with  600  Ruffians.  The  great 
iquare  in  the  middle  of  the  town  is  very  fpaciouS, 
^nd'has  feveral  well-built  houies,  blit  moft  of 
them  either  untenanted,  or  in  a  ftate  of  decay. 
Many  bf  the  ftreets  are  broad  and  handfome,  but 
afanoft  every  building  bears  the  moft  ftriking 
taarks  of  ruined  grandeur:  the  churches  alone 
preferve  theit  original  fplendour.  The  defolatioii 
of  this  unfortunate  town  was  begun  by  the  Swedes 
at  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  century^ 
yhen  it  was  befieged  and  taken  by  Charles  XIL ; 
but  the  mifchiefs  it  had  fiiffered  by  that  ravager  of 
the  North- we;re  far  lefs  defiruftive  than  thofe  it 
experienced  during  the  late  dreadful  commotions, 
^heti  it  undetwent  repeated  fieges,  and  was  al- 
ternately in  pofTefiion  of  the  Ruffians  and  Confe- 
derates, in  a  word,  Cracow  exhibits  the  remains 
of  a  magnificent  capital  in  ruins ;  and  fi'om  the 
number  of  fallen  and  falling  houfes,  one  might 
imagine  that  it  had  been  lately  facked,  and  that 
the  enemy  had  left  it  but  a  few  days. 

The  univerfity  was  founded  and  endowed  by 
Cafimir  the  Great,  and  improved  and  completed 
by  Ladiflaus  Jaghellon  :  the  number  of  fl:udents 
kmount  to  about .  600 ;  the  library,  however,  is 
not  remarkable  either  for  the  number  or  rarity  of 
Jts  books.  Among  the  principal  objects  of  atten*- 
tion  is  a  Turkifh  book,  of  no  intrinfic  value,  in- 
deed,   but   efteemed  a  curiofity  becaufe  found 

*  Built  by  Wcnceflaiw,  king  of  Bohemia,  during  the  fhort  pc- 
'tiod  in  which  he  reigned  over  Poland. 
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among  the  ipbils  at  the  battle  of  Chotzim,  and  pre- 
iented  by  John  Sobiefki  to  the  univer(ity>  as  the 
memorial  of  a  vidlory  which  faved  bis  country 
from  defolation,  and  raifed  him  to  the  throne  ik 
Poland.  I'his  uniyerfity  was  formerly,  and  not 
unjuflly,  called  the  mother  of  Poliih  literature,  as 
it  principally  fupplied  the  other  feminaries  with 
profeiTors  and  men  of  learning  ;  but  its  luibe  has 
been  greatly  obfcured  by  the  removal  of  the  royal 
refidence  to  Warfaw,  and  iiill  more  by  the  late 
inteAine  convulfions.  Toward  the  fouthern  part 
of  the  town>  near  the  Viftula,  rifes  a  finall  emi- 
nence or  rock,  upon  whofe  top  is  built  the  palace^ 
furrounded  with  brick  walls  and  old  towers, 
which  form  a  kind  of  citadel  to  the  town.  The 
palace  was  built  by  LadiflaUs  Jaghellon  ;  but  little 
of  the  ancient  ilrudlure  now  appears,  as  the 
greateft  part  was  dcmoliihed  by  Charles  XIL  in 
1702,  when  he  entered  the  town  after  the  battle 
of  Cliflbw.  This  place  was  formerly  the  refidence 
of  the  kings  of  Poland,  who,  from  the  time  of 
Ladiflaus  Loketec,  have  been  crowned  at  Cra- 
cow, excepting  the  prefent  king;  previous  to 
whofe  ele6Uon  a  decree  was  iitued  by  the  diet  of 
convocation^  that  the  coronation  fhould  be  fblem<« 
nized  for  this  turn  at  Warfaw,  without  prejudice 
in  future  to  the  ancient  right  of  Cracow  ;  a  pro- 
vifo  calculated  to  fatisfy  the  populace,  but  which 
will  not  probably  prevent  any  future  fovereign 
from  being  crowned  at  Warfiiw,  now  become  the 
capital  of  Poland,  and  the  refidence  of  its  kings. 
At  fome  diftance  from  Cracow  (lands  the  for- 
trefs  of  Landfkton^  fituated  on  a  rock,  which  the 
confederates  pollelled  during  the  late  troubles; 
and  from  whence  they  made  excurfions,  as  occa- 
fion  offered,  againfl  the  Ruffian  and  Polifh  troops 
in  the  fervice  of  the  king.    By  a  detachment  of 
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troops  from  this  fortrefs  the  citadel  of  Cracow  wa^ 
taken  by  furprize ;  of  which  gallant  exploit  we 
ftall  give  Mr.  Coxe's  account : 

^  The  perfon  who  fhewed  us  the  palace  was 
himielf  prefent,  when  the  Polifh  troops  iffued 
from  a  fubtcrraneous  paflTage,  and  furprized  the 
Ruffian  garrilbn,  confifting  of  87  troops.  About 
four  in  the  morning  a  party  of  76  confederates,  all 
of  whom  were  Poles,  led  by  a  lieutenant  *,  whole 
name  was  Bytranowlki,  entered  the  palace 
through  a  common  fewer,  without  being  difco- 
vered,  and  repairing  to  the  main  guard  i^ftantly 
fell  upon  the  Ruffians ;  the  latter  were  fo  con- 
founded with  the  fuddennefs  of  the  aflault,  that 
they  all  yielded  themfelves  prifoners  without  the 
leaft  refiftance  ;  and  the  Poles  became  mafters  of 
the  citadel.  Two  or  three  Ruffians  were  killed  at 
the  firll  onfet,  and  the  remainder  were  confined 
in  a  dungeon.  One  foldier,  however,  found 
means  to  efcape  by  climbing  the  wall  of  the  cita- 
del, and  alarmed  the  Ruffian  foldiers  within  the 
town  :  thefe  without  delay  attacked  the  caftle, 
but,  receiving  a  warm  fire  firom  the  confederates, 
they  imagined  the  enemy  to  be  more  numerous 
than  they  really  were,  and  defifled  firom  the  alX 
fault.    This  event  happened  on  the  2d  of  Febru- 

*  In  mod  of  the  accounts  publilhed  of  this  tranfadtion,  it  is  fsM 
that  the  confederates  were  led  by  a  French  officer,  and  that  there 
were  feveral  Frenchmen  amongit  them.  I  have  related  (imply 
the  account  which  I  received  from  the  ftewarc!  of  the  palace,  who 
repeatedly  aQiired  me,  that  there  was  not  one  Frenchman  among  ft 
them ;  that  they  were  led  by  a  Poliih  lieutenant,  whofe  name  was 
Bytranowflci.  The  fteward  was  himfelf  prefent  at  the  trania^Uon, 
^ndy  ashe  wasno  foldier,  was  not  confined  with  the  garrifon  in  thq 
dungeon;  he  had,  therefore,  every  opportunity  of  iXing  informed 
of  the  truth  :  at  the  fame  time  it  is  poflible,  that  his  partiality  to 
his  countrymen  inight  have  induced  him  to  give  the  whole  honoov 
to  the  Poles.  Monficur  Viofraenil  is  the  French  officer  generally 
mentipned  as  leading  this  enterpriftng  band  of  confederates  througn 
the  fi^bternuieous  paffiige. 

D  3  '    ary, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


fS  HISTOIVY   QF    POLAND^ 

ary  1772.  The  fame  evening  Monficur  dc  Choifyj^ 
in  the  fervice  of  the  confederates  of  Landikron,  . 
being  made  acquainted  with  the  fuccefs  of  the  en-r 
terprize,  advanced  towards  Cracow  at  the  head  of 
800  confederates  (amongft  whom  were  30  or  40 
Frenchmen,  moft  of  them  officers),  and,  having 
defeated  a  detachment  of  aoo  Ruffians,  was  re-s 
ccived  into  the  citadel.  But  the  Ruffian  garrifon 
in  the  town,  which  before  confifted  of  only  40a 
men,  being  hkewife  reinforced,  the  confederates 
in  the  citadel  fuftained  a  regular  liege  s  they  de- 
^fended  themlelves  with  the  moft  undaunted  fpirit 
for  the  fpace  of  three  months ;  and  at  length  ca- 
pitulated upon  the  moft  honourable  terms. 

"I  examined  the  fubterraneous paflage through 
which  the  76  confederates  introduced  themfelves 
into  the  palace  :  it  is  a  drain,  which  conveys  all 
the  filth  from  the  interior  part  of  the  palace  to  a 
fmall  opening  without  the  walls  near  the  Viftula, 
They  etitered  this  fmall  opening,  and  crawled 
upon  their  hands  and  knees  a  confiderable  way, 
one  behind  another,  until  they  came  out  through 
a. hole  in  the  \yalls  of  the  palace :  fo  that  if  the 
Ruffians  had  either  been  apprized  of  their  at- 
tempt, or  ha^  overheard  them  in  their  paflage, 
not  one  perfon  could  have  efcaped :  the  danger 
was  great,  but  it  fhews  what  fpirit  and  perfeve- 
ranee  will  effiscSl." 

Adjoining  to  the  palace,  and  within  the  walls 
of  the  citadel,  ftands  the  cathedral  chiirch,  in 
which  all  the  fovereigns  of  Poland  from  the  tin^e 
of  Ladiflaus  Loketec,  have  been  interred,  a  few 
only  excepted.  The  laws  of  Pojand  are  as  exprefs 
and  minute  in  regulating  the  burial  as  the  elec- 
tion and  coronation  of  the  kings ;  and,  as  many 
curious  circumftances  attend  their  interments,  we 
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fhall  once  more  make  our  readers  indebted  to  the 
relearches  of  Mr.  Coxe  on  this  fubjeA. 

"  Since.  Warfaw  has  become  the  royal  refi- 
dence,  and  the  place  for  the  eleilion  of  the  kingi 
of  Poland,  the  body  of  the  deceafed  prince  muft 
be  carried  firft  to  that  city ;  where  it  remains  un- 
til the  nomination  of  the  new  fovereign  has  taken 
place.  It  is  then  conduced  in  great  ftate  to  Cra- 
cow ;  and,  two  days  before  the  day  appointed  for 
the  ceremony  of  the  coronation,  the  king  qle<5l, 
preceded  by  the  great  officers  of  ftate,  with  their 
rods  of  office  pointing  to  the  ground,  joins  the  fu- 
neral proceffion  as  it  paffes  through  the  ftreets, 
and  follows  the  body  to  the  church  of  St.  Stanif- 
laus^  where  the  burial  fervice  is  performed  :  the 
remains  are  then  depofited  in  the  cathedral  adjoin- 
ing to  the  palace.  It  is  peculiar  to  the  laws  of 
Poland,  that  the  funeral  of  the  deceafed  monarch 
ihould  immediately  precede  the  coronation  of  the^ 
liew  fovereign ;  and  that  the  king  elc<ft  ihould  be 
under  a  neceffity  of  attending  the  obfequies  of  his 
prcdeceflbr.  Hiftorians  have  fagely  remarked^ 
that  this  lingular  cuftom  was  inftituted,  in  order 
to  imprefs  the  new  king  with  the  uncertainty  of 
human  grandeur  ;  and  to  remind  him  of  his  duty, 
by  mixing  the  horrors  of  death  with  the  pom^ 
and  dignity  of  his  new  ftation  :  yet  we  cannot 
but  obferve,  that  this  precaution  has  not  hitherto 
been  produdive  of  any  vilible  efFedts  ;  as  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  kings  of  Poland  have  go- 
verned with  greater  wifdom  and  jujfrice  than 
other  potentates.  But  it  is  mofl  probable,  that 
this  cuftom  took  its  rife  from  the  habits  of  exterior 
homage  which  the  Poles  affc6l  to.  pay  to  their  fo- 
vereign in  compenfation  for  the  fubftantial  dignity 
which  they  with-hold  from  him-:  this  fpirit  of 
paock- reverence  they  extend  be)'ond  the  grave  ; 
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3,nd  while  they  fcarcely  allow  to  the  reigning  king 
the  fhadow  of  real  authority,  they  heap  upon  a 
deceafed  monarch  every  poffible  trapping  of  im- 
perial honour. 

"  The  fepulchres  of  the  kings  of  Poland  are  not 
diftinguiihed  by  any  peculiar  magnificence :  their 
figures  are  carved  in  marble,  of  no  extraordinary 
workmanihip,  and  fome  are  without  infcriptions." 

The  tombs  of  various  monarchs  depofited  in 
this  cathedral  furnifli  fome  admirable  refle^ftions 
to  the  mind  of  Mr.  Coxe,  which  are  delivered 
with  peculiar  force  to  the  world  by  the  ingenious 
pen  of  that  writer ;  but  for  thefe  we  refer  our 
readers  to  his  interefl^ing  "  Travels.'* 

Grodno  [Lat  53.  28.  N.  Long,  ^4.  15.  E. 
125  miles  N.  E.  of  Warfa\y].  This,  though  not 
the  capital,  is  the  principal  town  of  Lithuania, 
but  is  a  large  and  ftraggling  place,  containing  a 
mixture  of  wretched  hovels,  falling  houfes,  and 
ruined  palaces,  with  magnificent  gateways,  re- 
mains of  its  ancient  Iplendour.  A  few  habitations 
in  good  repair  make  the  contrail  more  fl:riking. 
Its  inhabitants  are  eflimated  at  about  7000,  of 
which  1000  are  Jews,  and  3000  are  Chrifi:ians> 
employed  in  new  manufaftures  of  cloths,  cam- 
lets,  linen,  cotton,  filks,  ftuffs,  &c.  eftabliflied 
there  in  1776  by  the  king,  who  has  alfo  inflituted 
there  an  academy  of  phyfic  for  Lithuania,  in 
which  ten  ftudents  are  inilrudled  in  ph3^c,  and 
twenty  in  furgery,  and  all  taught  and  maintained 
at  his  own  e^pence.  The  old  palace,  in  which 
tht  kings  ufed  to  refide  during  the  diet,  flood  on 
a  hill  of  fand  rifing  abruptly  from  the  river,  and 
forming  part  of  its  banks  :  fome  remains  of  the 
ancient  wall  fl.ill  exift.  Opppfite  to  this  hill  is 
the  new  palace,  built,  but  never  occupied  by  Au- 
guflus  IIL  as  it  was  not  finished  at  the  time  of  his 
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death.  In  this  palace  the  diets  have  ufually  been 
held  when  fummoned  to  Grodno.  In  1 673  it  was 
enadled,  that  every  third  diet  fhould  be  held  at 
Grodno  ;  and,  in  conformity  to  this  law,  the  firft 
national  aflembly  was  convened  here  in  1678  un- 
der John  Sobielki.  But  when  the  next  turn  of 
Grodno  arrived,  that  monarch  fummoned  the  diet 
to  Wariaw  :  the  Lithuanians  ftrongly  oppofed  this 
infringement  of  their  rights  ;  and  their  deputies, 
inftead  of  proceeding  to  Warfaw,  where  the  king, 
Icnate,  and  nuntios  of  Poland  were  met,  repaired 
to  this  town,  and  formed  a  feparate  diet.  In  order 
to  prevent  a  civil  war,  which  this  divifion  might 
occalion,  a  negotiation  took  place ;  and  it  was  at 
length  fettled,  that  the  diet  of  1673  fhould  af- 
femble  at  Warfaw,  but  t!e  called  the  diet  of 
Grodno,  and  that  the  marfhal  fhould  be  chofen 
from  the  Lithuanian  nuntios.  From  that  timfe 
the  diets  have  been  occafionally  fummoned  to 
Grodno ;  until  the  reign  of  his  prefent  majefty, 
when  they  have  been  uniformly  held  at  Wariaw ; 
and  tliis  innovation  has  been  tacitly  agreed  to  by 
the  Lithuanians,  on  account  of  the  diftance  of 
this  town  from  the  royal  relidence,  as  well  as  in 
confideration  of  the  troubles  which  convulfed  the 
country. 

Damtzic  [140  miles  N.  of  Warfaw,  long. 
36.  40.  lat  54.  22.]  is  the  metropolis  of  Pomerania 
in  Polifh  Pruffia,  or  Pruffia  Royal,  the  fee  of  a 
bifhop,  and  the  feat  of  an  univerfity ;  and  is  famous 
in  hiflory  on  many  accounts,  particularly  that  of  its 
being  formerly  at  the  head  of  the  Hanfeatic  affo- 
ciation,  commonly  called  the  Hanfe  towns.  It  is 
iituated  on  the  Viflula,  near  five  miles  from  the 
Baltic,  and  is  a  large,  beautifiil,  populous  city : 
its  houfes  generally  are  five  flories  high  ;  and 
many  of  its  ftreets  arc  planted  with  chefnut-trees. 
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It  has  a  fine  harbour,  and  13  Hill  a  moft" eminent 
commercial  city,  although  it  fcems  to  be  fome- 
what  pa  ft  its  meridian  glory,  which  was  probably 
about  the  time  that  the  prefident  de  Thou  wroto 
his  much  efteemed  ffifioria  fui  Temporis^  wherein, 
under  the  year  1607,  he  fo  highly  celebrates  its 
commerce  and  grandeur.  It  is  a  republic,  claim- 
ing a  fmall  adjacent  territory  about,  forty  miles 
round  it,  which  were  under  the  pTX)te6tion  of  the 
king  and  the  republic  of  Poland.  Its  magiftr^y, 
and  the  majority  of  its  inhabitants,  are  Lutherans; 
although  the  Romanifts  and  Calvinifts  be  equally 
tolerated  in  it.  It  is  rich,  and  has  26  parillies, 
with  many  convents  and  hofpitais.  The  inhabi- 
tants have  been  computed  to  amount  to  200,000  ; 
but  later  computations  fall  very  CQnfiderably  fhort 
of  it ;  as  appears  by  its  annual  bill  of  mortality, 
exhibited  by  Dr.  Bufching,  who  tells  us,  that  in 
the  year  1752,  there  died  but  i8i6.perfons.  Its 
own  Ihipping  is  numerous  ;  bqt  the  foreign  (hips 
conftantly  reforting  to  it  are  more  fo,  whereof 
1014  arrived  there  in  the  year  1752;  in  which 
year  alfo  1288  Pojifh  veffels  came  down  the  Vif- 
tula,  chiefly  laden  with  corn,  for  its  matchlefs 
granaries ;  from  whence  that  grain  is  diftribiited 
to  many  foreign  nations  2  befides  which,  Dantzic 
exports  great  quantities  of  naval  ftores,  and  vaft 
variety  of  other  articles.  Dr.  Bufching  affirms, 
that  it  appears  from  ancient  records,  as  early  as 
the  year  997,  that  Dantzic  was  a  large  commer- 
cial city,  and  not  a  village  or  incohfiderable  town, 
as  fome  pretend. 

The  inhabitants  of  Dantzic  have  often  changed 
their  mafters,  and  have  fometimes  been  under  the 
protcAion  of  the  Englifti  and  Dutch  ;  but  gene- 
rally have  fhewn  a  great  predile6lion  for  the  king- 
dom and  republic  of  PoIan(J,  zfi  being  lefe  likely 
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to  rival  them  in  their  trade,  or  abridge  them  of 
their  inimunities,  which  reach  even  to  the  privi«T 
lege  of  coining  money.     Though  ftrongly  forti-r 
fied,  and  poflfefled  of  1 50  large  brafe  cannon,  it 
aould  not|  through  its  fituation,  fiand  a  regular 
liege,  being  furrounded  with  eminences.  In  1734, 
the  inhabitants  dilcoyered  a  remarkable  attach* 
ment  and  ficjelity  towards  Staniflaus  king  of  Po- 
land, not  only  when  his  enemies,  the  Ruilians, 
were  at  their  gates,  but  even  in  poffeflion  of  the  city. 
The  reafon  why  Dantzic,  Thorn,  and  Elbing, 
have  enjoyed  privileges,  both  civil  and  religious^ 
very  different  from  thofe  of  the  reft  of  Poland,  is, 
becaufe,  not  being  able  to  endure  the  tjranny  of 
the  Teutonic  knights,  they  put  theo^felves  under 
the  protedlion  of  Poland,  refer ving  to  themfelves 
large  and  ample  privileges.     This  cit)%  as  well  as 
that  of  Thorn,  were  exempted  by  the  king  of 
Pruflia  from  thofe  claims  which  he  lately  made  on 
the    neighbouring     countries ;     notwithftanding 
ivhich,  he  foon  after  thought  proper  to  feize  on 
the  territories  belonging  to  Dantzic,  under  pre- 
tence of  their  having  been  formerly  part  of  Polilh 
Fruffia.     He  then  proceeded  to  poflels  himfelf  of 
the  port-duti^  belonging  to  that  city,  and  erec^t-d 
a  cuftom-hbufe  in  the  harbour,  where  he  laid  ar- 
bitrary and  infupportable  duties  upon  goods  ex- 
ported or  imported.     To  complete  the  fj  ficm  of 
oppreflion,    cuftom-houfes  were   erected  at  the 
very  gates  of  Dantzic,  fo  that  no  perfon  could  go 
in  or  cut  of  the  town,  without  being  fearchcd  in 
the  ftrifteft  manner.    Such  is  the  treatment  which 
the  city  of  Dantzic  has  received  from  thj  king 
of  Pruffia,  though  few  cities  have  ever  exifted 
which  h^ve  been  comprehended  in  fo  many  gene- 
ral and  particular  treaties,  and  whofe^  rights  and 
liberties  have  been  fo   frequently  iecured,  and 
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guarantied  by  fo  many  p-eat  powers,  and  by  fucli 
a  long  and  regular  fucceffion  of  public  a6ls,  as 
that  of  Dantzic  has  been.  In  the  year  1784,  it 
was  blockaded  by  his  troops,  on  varioois  pre- 
tences :  by  the  interpofition  of  the  emprels  of 
Ruflia,  and  of  the  king  of  Poland,  they  were 
withdrawn,  and  a  negotiation  carried  on  by  de 
puties  at  Warfaw ;  this  was  concluded  on  the 
7th  of  September ;  by  which,  as  now  acceded  to 
by  the  citizens,  the  place  and  trade  of  the  city  are 
to  be  reftored  to  its  formci-  (lability.  The  city  of 
Thorn  was  alfo  treated  by  the  king  of  Pruffia  in 
the  fame  unjuft  and  oppreffive  manner  with  that 
of  Dantzic^  and  b  now  added  to  his  dominions. 


SECT,     XXIV. 

CLASSES   OP    PEOPLE. 

The  inhabitants  of  Poland  may  be  compre- 
hended under  four  denominations  of  rank,  viz. 
1.  Nobles  ;  2.  Clergy  ;  3.  Citizens,  or  Burghers  ; 
aqd,  4.  Pcafants. 

1 .  The  nobles  are  divided  into  two  claflcs,  viz. 
Members  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  Equefirian  Order. 
Of  the  peculiar  powers  of  each  of  thefe  we  (hall 
have  occafion  to  treat  when  wc  come  to  fpeak  of 
the  CoNs-TiTUTioN  OK  GOVERNMENT.  The  tcmi 
nvbkj  however,  is  not  to  be  accepted  in  the  fen(c 
it  obtains  among  us.  Iii  the  Pofiih  laws  a  noble 
is  a  perfon  who  pollcfles  a  freehold  cftate  ^y  ox 

*  Some  citizens  have  the  ri^ht  of  potTefling  lands  within  aleagttc 
of  the  town  whi'.h  the>  inhabit^  but  thefc  are  not  fre«  and  noble, 
am'  j're  always  di(iin^ui(hed  from  the  freeholds  of  the  nobles  ;  tht^ 
)atter  are  called  in  the  (tatutc  law  terrigemty  or  earth-born^  free 
to  live  where  they  pleafe,  to  diHinguifh  tficm  from  perfons  necef- 
iarily  inhabiting  towns.  1  hey  are  alio  flyled  iftdigerue,  or  natives^ 
and  concivcsy  or  fcl)ow*dtizensof  the  republic. 
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who  can  prove  his  defcent  from  andeftors  for- 
merly pofTeifing  a  freehold,  following  no  trade  or 
commerce,  and  at  liberty  to  choofe  the  place  of 
his  habitation.  This  dcfcription  includes  all  per- 
fons  above  burgliers  and  peafants.  The  membo^ 
of  this  body  below  the  rank,  of  fenators  are  called, 
in  a  coUeflive  ilate,  the  equefirian  or^er ;  and  in 
their  individual  capacities,  nobles,  gentlemen, 
treenien  or  landholders,  which  appellations  are 
fynonimous. 

All  the  nobles  or  gentry  are,  in  the  Uriel: 
letter  of  the  law,  equal  by  birth ;  fo  that  all 
honours  and  titles  are  fuppoied  to  add  nothing 
to  their  real  dignity  *.  By  means  of  their  reprc- 
fentatives  in  the  diet,  they  have  a  ihare  in  the  le- 
j|;iflative  autliority ;  and  in  fomc  cafcs,  as  in  the 
ele6lIon  of  a  king,  they  allemble  in  perfon ;  when 
each  noble  is  capable  of  being  eledled  a  nuntio,  of 
bearing  the^office  of  a  fenator,  and  of  prefentin^ 
himielf  as  a  candidate  upon  a  vacancy  in  the 
throne.  No  noble  can  be  arrefted  without  being 
previoufly  convi(3:ed,  except  in  caies  of  high  trea-- 
ion,  murder,  and  robbery  on  the  highway,  ^nd 
then  he  mufl:  be  furprifed  in  the  fa<9:.  The  deii- 
nition  of  a  noble  being  thus  applied  not  only  to 
perfons  a6hially  pofleffing  land,  but  even  to  the 
defceudants  of  former  landholders,  comprehends 
fuch  a  large  body  o(  men,  that  many  of  them  arc 
in  a  flate  of  extreme  indigence ;  and  as,  according 
to  the  Polilh  law,  they  lofe  their  nobility  if  they 
follow  trade  or  commerce,  the  moil  needy  gene- 
rally devote  themfelves  to  the  fervice  of  the  richer 
nobles,  who,  like  the  old  feudal  barons,  are  con- 
fiantly  attended  by  a  large  number  of  retainers. 

•  It  isfMrtkulaily  dated,  that  titles  ^ve  no  precedence  5  which 
in  the Faffa  Cwvtnta  of  Auguftiis  III.  is  called jitf  ^eqitsiMUis  inttr 
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As  all  nobles,  without  ftny  difljn6lion^  enjoy  tf*d 
right  of  voting,  as  well  for  the  choice  of  nuhtios, 
as  at  the  ele<5iion  of  a  king,  their  poverty  and 
their  number,  is  frequently  produ6live  of  great  in-* 
convenience.  Hence  the  king,  who  hais  juftly 
conceived  a  great  veneration  for  the  Engliih  con-* 
ftitution,  wilhed  to  introduce  into  the  new  code 
a  law  fimilar  to  ours  relating  to  county  cletVions, 
that  no  perfdn  fliould  be  entitled  to  a  vote  in  the 
choice  of  a  nuntio  but  thofe  who  poffeflfed  a  cer- 
tain qualification  in  land.  This  propofition,  how- 
ever, has  been  received  with  fuch  marks  of  difla- 
tisfa6Hon,  that  there  is  little  probability  of  its  evef 
being  fnfFered  to  pafs  into  a  law. 

2.  The  Clergy.  Miciflatis,  the  firft  fovereign 
of  Poland  who  embraced  Chriftianitjs  A.  D.  966^ 
granted  feveral   immunities  and    cftates  to   the' 

•  r'^^'^y-  His  fucceffors  and  the  rich  nobles  fol- 
lowed his  example ;  and  the  riches  of  this  body 
continued  increafing,  as  well  from  royal  as  pri* 
Vate  donations,  until  the  diet,  apprehenfive  left 
in  procefs  of  time  the  greateft  part  of  the  eftates 
fhould  pafs  into  the  hands  of  the  clergy,  forbad^ 
by  dificrcnt  laws,  and  particularly  in  1669,  the 
alienation  of  lands  to  the  church,  under  penalty 
of  forfeiture  :  and  under  the  prefent  reign  feveral 
eftates  have  been  confifcated  which  had  been  be- 
llowed upon  the  clergy  lincc  that  period. 

From  the  time  of  the  firft  ellablifhment  of  thcf 
catholic  religion  by  Cardinal  jfl^gidius,  nuntio  from 
Pope  John  XII.  the  biftiops  have  been  admiitteei 
into  the  fenate  as  king's  counfellors.  They  werd 
lifually  appointed  by  the  king,  and  confirmed  by 
the  pope ;  but,  fince  the  creation  of  the  perma- 
nent council,  they  are  nominated  by  his  majefty 

-  out  of  three  candidates  chofen  by  the  council  t  a 
bifliop,  the  moment  he  is  appointed,  is  of  courfe 
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Entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a  fenator.  Thd 
archbiihop  df  Gnefna  is  primate,  as  we  ha.ve  be-* 
fore  obfefved,  the  firft  fenator  in  rank,  and  vice- 
roy during  ah  interregnum. 

The  ecclefiaiiics  are  all  freemen,  and,  in  {om6 
j^articular  inftances,  have  their  own  courts  of  juf- 
tice,  in  which  the  canon  law  is  praftifed.  Of 
thefe  courts  of  juftice  peculiar  to  the  clergy,  there 
are  three  forts ;  i.  The  confiltorial,  under  the  ju- 
rifdi6tion  of  each  bilhop  in  his  diocefe ;  2.  The 
metropolitan,  under  the  primate,  to  which  an 
appeal  lies  from  the  biihop's  court;  3,  That  of  the 
pope's  nuntio,  which  is  the  fupreme  ecclefiaftical 
judicature  within  th^  kingdom,  tb  which  an  appeal 
may  be  made  both  from  the  decifidn  of  the  bilhop 
and  of  the  primate.  In  cafes  of  divorce,  difpen- 
iktions  for  marriages,  and  in  other  inftances,  thd 
parties,  as  in  all  catholic  countries,  mtift  apply  to 
the  pope ;  by  which  means  no  inconfiderable  lum 
of  money  is  drawn  out  of  the  country  by  the  ice 
of  Rome. 

In  moft  civil  affairs  the  c]€rgy  are  amenable  to 
the  ordinary  courts  of  julticx^.  In  criminal  caufes, 
an  ecclefiaftic  is  firft  arrefled  by  the  civil  powers, 
then  judged  in  the  confillory,  and,  ifconvided, 
he  is  remitted  to  the  civil  power,  in  order  to  un- 
dergo the  penalty  annexed  to  the  crime  of  which 
he  has  been  found  guilty.  One  great  ecclefiaftir 
cal  abufe,  which  has  been  abolifhed  in  mofl  other 
catholic  countries,  Itill  exifis  in  tliis  kiagdom : 
when  the  pope  fends  a  bull  into  Poland,  the  clergy 
publifh  and  cany  it  into  execution,  without  the 
confirmation  or  approbation  of  the  civil  powen 
Before  1538  ecdeliaftics  were  allowed  to  hold 
civil  employments;  but  in  that  year priefls  were 
declared  incapable  of  being  promoted  to  fecular 
offices.     They  were  alio  exempted  from  paying 
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any  taxes;  but  this  exemption  has  been  wileljf 
taken  off,  and  they  are  now  fated  in  tlie  fame 
manner  as  the  laity,  with  this  difference,  that 
their  contributions  are  not  called  taxes,  but  cha- 
ritable fubfidies. 

3.  The  next  clafs  of  people  are  the  Burghers, 
inhabiting  towns,  whofc  privileges  were  formerly 
far  more  confiderable  than  tliey  are  at  prefent. 

The  hiftory  of  all  countries,  in  which  the  feu-^ 
dal  fyftem  has  been  eftablilhed,  bears  teftimony 
to  the  pernicious  policy  of  holding  the  lowef 
clafles  of  men  in  a  ftate  of  flavifh  fubjeilion.  In 
procefs  of  time,  a  concurrence  of  caufes  *  contri- 
buted gradually  to  foften  the  rigour  of  this  fervi- 
tude,  with  regard  to  the  burghers,  in  feveral  of 
tl)e  feudal  kingdoms.  Among  other  circumftances 
tending  to  their  protection,  the  moft  favourable 
was  the  formation  of  feveral  cities  into  bodies  po- 
litic, with  the  privilege  of  cxercifing  municipal 
jurifdi£lion.  This  inflitution  took  its  rife  in  Italy, 
the  firfl  country  in  Europe  which  emerged  from 
barbarifm,  and  was  from  thence  transferred  to 
France  and  Germany.  It  was  firfl  introduced 
into  Poland  about  1250,  during  the  reign  of  Bo- 
leflaus  the  Chafte,  who  being  inflrufted  in  the 
Teutonic  or  German  laws  by  Henry  the  bearded 
duke  of  Wratiflaw,  granted  firfl  to  Cracow,  and 
afterwards  to  feveral  other  towns,  the  privileges 
pofTefled  by  the  German  cities:  this  body  of 
rights  is  called  in  the  fVatutes  of  Poknd  Jus  Mag^ 
deburgicum  et  Teutonicum ;  and  the  caufe  aflignc^ 
for  its  introdudlion  is,  that  no  city  could  fiourifh 
and  increafe  under  the  feudal  laws.  In  the  13th 
and  following  centuries  the  kings  and  great  barons 

•  Thefe  caufes  the  reader  will  find  amply  and  ably  illudrated  \n 
a  View  of  tlic  State  of  fiurope,  prefixed  to  Dr*  RoDertfon's  His- 
tory of  Charlei  V. 
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built  fcvcral  town^,  to  all  which  they  granted  a 
charter  of  incorporation  conceived  in  the  follow-^ 
ing  terms  :  "  Transfero  banc  villain  ex  jure  Polonico 
in  Jus  Teutonicum*^  '  The  beneficial  tendency  of 
this  political  regulation  foon  appeared,  by  a  fud- 
dcn  increafe  of  population  and  weaUh ;  the 
burghers  of  fbme  of  the  free  towns  acquired  fiich 
a  degree  of  importance  and  consideration,  as  to 
give  their  aflent  to  treaties,  and  fend  deputies  to 
the  national  aflembly  ;  a  noble  was  not  degraded 
by  being  a  burgher,  and  a  burgher  was  capable 
-of  being  an  officer  of  the  crown.  A  treaty  which  ' 
Cafimir  the  Great  entered  into  with  the  knights 
of  the 'Teutonic  order  was  not  only  figned  by 
the  king  and  the  principal  nobles,  but  alio  by  the 
burghers  of  Cracow,  Pofen,  Sandomir,  and  other 
towns;  and  under  the  lame  monarch  Wiernelk  *, 
burgofliailer  of  Cracow^  vras  fub-^marfhal  and 
ticiafiirer  of  the  crown. 

The  burghers  enjoyed  the  privileges  juft  men- 
tioned during  the  Ja^ellon  line,  as  appears  from 
the  different  a6b  of  Sigifinond  I.  and  his  fon  Si- 
giiinond  Auguftus.  During  the  rdgn  of  the  for- 
mer, the  nobles  endeavoured  to  exclude  the  de- 
puties of  Cracow  from  the  diet ;  but  that  monarch 
not  only  confirmed  the  right  of  that  city  to  fend 
rcprefentatives,  but  even  decreed,  that  the  citii- 
zcns  were  included  within  the  clafs  of  nobles. 

When  the  .crown  became  wholly  eledive,  the 
burghers  fuiFered  continual  encroachments  on 
their  privileges  at  every  nomination  of  ^  i)e\Y  fpr 

•  This  Wicrneflc  was  ^o  rich,  that  in  i3<J3f  when  th«  emperor 
Charles  IV.  married,  at  Cracow,  Elizabeth  grand -daughter  of  Ca- 
fjmir,  he  gave  a  moft  fumptuoas  entertainment  to  his  lovcreign,  to. 
the  emperor,  kings  of  Hungar}',  Denmaik,  Cyprus,  and  other 
princes,  who  were  prefent  at  the  marriage  :  befide  other  magnifi- 
cent gifts  which  he  beftowed  ijpon  the  company,  he  prefenlcd  Ca- 
fijiMjr  lyith  a  fum  equal  to  the  portion  of  the  bride.  Chromer,  p.  3*4, 

E  vcreign ; 
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vereign  *,  they  loft  the  rights  of  pofleffing  \ah^^ 
excepting  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  their  towns ; 
of  fending  deputies  to  the  diets;  and  were  of 
courfe  excluded  from  all  Ihare  of  the  legiflative 
authority.  The  principal  caufe'  of  this  cxclufion 
was,  that  as  the  burghers  were  not  obliged,  by 
the  nature  of  their  tenures,  to  march  againft  the 
enemy,  but  were  only  under  the  neceffity  of  fur- 
nifhing  arms  and  waggons  for  the  ufe  of  the  army, 
they  incurred  the  contempt  of  the  warlike  gentrj^, 
who,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  feudal  arrogance,  confi- 
dered  all  occupations,  but  that  of  war,  as  beneath 
a  freeman ;  and  all  perfons,  not  boun<i  to  mili- 
tary fervices,  as  unqualified  for  the  adminiftration. 
of  public  affairs. 

The  burghers,  however,  ftill  enjoy  a  confider- 
able  portion  of  freedom,  and  poffefs  the  follow- 
ing immunities  :  they  eleA  their  own  burgomaf- 
ter  and  council ;  they  regulate  their  interior  po-- 
lice ;  and  have  their  own  criminal  courts  of  juf- 
tice,  which  decide  without  appeal.  A  burgher, 
when  plaintiff  againft  a  noble,  is  obliged  to  carry 
the  caufe  into  the  courts  of  juftice  belonging  to 
the  nobles,  where  the  judgment  is  final ;  when 
defendant,  he  muft  be  cited  before  the  magifbrates 
of  his  own  town,  from  whence  an  appeal  lies 
only  to  the  king  in  the  aflTeflTorial  tribunal.  To 
this  exemption  from  the  jurifdicftion  of  the  nobles, 
though  only  in  one  fpccies  of  caufes,  the  burghers 
owe  whatever  degree  of  independence  they  fHIl 
retain  ;  as  without  this  immunity  they  would  long 
ago  have  been  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  vafTalage. 

4.  The  Peafants  in  Poland,  as  in  all  feudal  go- 
vernments, are  ferfs  or  flaves ;  and  the  value  of 
an  eftatc  is  not  eftimated  fo  much  from  its  extent, 
as  from  the  number  of  its  peafants,  who  are  tranf- 
I  ferred 
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ferred  from  one  madct  to  another^  like  fo  many 
head  of  cattle. 

The  peafants,  however,  are  not  all  in  an  equal 
iiate  of  fubjedion:  they  are  diflinguifhed  into 
two  forts ;   I .  Grerman  ;  2.  Natives. 

I .  During  the  reign  of  Boleflaus  the  Chafte, 
and  more  particularly  in  that  of  Cafimir  the  Great, 
many  Germans  fettled  in  Poland,  who  were  in-^ 
dulged  in  the  ufe  of  the  German  laws ;  and  their 
defcendants  ftill  continue  to  enjoy  feveral  privi- 
leges not  poflefled  by  the  generality  of  Polifli  pea- 
fants.  •  The  good  efFedls  of  thefe  privileges  arc 
very  vifible  ill  the  general  ftate  of  their  domefiic 
ceconomy ;  their  villages  are  better  built,  and  their 
jfields  better  cultivated,  than  thofe  which  belong 
"to  the  native  Poles ;  they  poflcfs  more  cattle,  pay 
their  quit-rents  to  their  lords  with  greater  exadl- 
.  ne& ;  and,  when  compared  with  the  others^  are 
cleaner  and -neater  in  their  perfons. 

a.  The  flavery  of  the  Polifh  peafants  is  very 
ancient,  and  was  always  extremely  rigorous,  yn- 
til  the  time  of  Cafimir  the  Great,  the  lord  could 
put  his  peafant  to  death  with  impunity;  and, 
when  the  latter  had  no  children,  confidered  him- 
felf  ajs  the  heir,  and  feized  all  his  efFefts.  In  1347, 
Calimir  prefcribed  a  fine  for  the  murder  of  a  pea- 
lant;  and  enabled,  that,  in  cafe  of  his  deceafe 
without  iflue,  his  next  heir  fhould  inherit.  The 
fame  fovereign  alfo  decreed,  that  a  peafant  was 
capable  of  bearing  arms  as  a  foldier ;  and  that 
therefore  he  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  freeman. 
But  thefe  and  other  regulations,  by  which  that 
amiable  monarch  endeavoured  to  alleviate  the 
miferies  of  the  vaflals,  have  proved  ineffedlual 
againfl:  the  power  and  tjrranny  of  the  nobles,  iand 
have  been  either  abrogated  or  eluded.  That  law, 
which  gives  the  property  of  a  peafant  dying  with- 
E  2  out 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^2  HISTORY   OP   P0LAN9. 

out  ifllie  to  the  next  of  kin,  was  inftantljr  ren- 
dered nugatory  by  an  old  Poliili  maxim,  "  That 
no  flave  can  carry  on  any  procefs  againft  his  maf- 
ter  ;"  and  even  the  fine  for  his  murder  was  fel- 
dom  levied,  on  account  of  the  numerous  difficul- 
ties which  attended  the  convi<5lion  of  i  noble  fon 
this  or  any  other  enormity.  So  far,  indeed,  from 
being  inclined  to  foften  the  fcrvitude  of  their  vat 
fals,  the  nobles  have  afcertained  and  eftabliflied 
it  by  repeated  and  pofitive  ordinances.  An  able 
Polifli  writer,  in  a  benevolent  treatife  ♦  addrefled 
to  the  chancellor  Zamoifki,  obferves,  that  in  the 
ftatutes  of  Poland  there  are  above  an  hundred 
laws  unfavourable  to  the  peafants,  which,  among 
other  grievances,  erecft  fummary  tribunals  fubjeA 
to  no  appeals,  and  imppfe  the  feverefl*  penalties 
upon  thofe  who  quit  their  villages  without  leave. 
From  thefe  numerous  and  rigorous  edi6Vs  to  pre- 
vent the  elopement  of  the  peasants,  the  fame  hu- 
mane author  juftly  infers  the  extreme  wretched- 
nefs  of  this  opprefled  clafs  of  men,  who  cannot  be 
detained  in  the  place  of  their  nativity  but  by  the 
terror  of  the  fevereft  punifhment. 

The  native  peafants  may  be  divided  into  two 
forts :  I.  Peafants  of  the  crown  ;  2.  Peafants  be- 
longing to  individuals. 

I.  Peafants  of  the  crown  are  thofe  who  arc  fet- 
tled in  the  great  fiefs  of  the  kingdom,  or  in  the 
royal  demcfnes  ;  and  are  under  the  jurifdidtion  of 
the  ftarofls.  If  the  crown-peafants  are  opprefled 
by  thefe  judges,  they  may  lodge  a  complaint  in 
the  royal  courts  of  juftice ;  and,  fhould  the  ftaroft 
endeavour  to  obflru6l  the  procefs,  the  king  can 
order  the  chancellor  to  iffue  a  fafe  conduct,  by 
which  he  takes  the  injured  perfon  under  his  pro*- 

*  Patriotic  Letters, 
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{e6tion  :  and  although  in  inoft  cafes  the  corrupt 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  the  fuperior  influ- 
ence of  the  ftarofts,  prevent  a  complainant  from 
obtaining  any  cfFe6lual  redrefs  even  in  the  king's 
courts,  yet,  the  very  poflibility  of  procuring  re- 
lief is  fome  check  to  injuftice^  and  fome  allevia- 
tion of  diftrefi;     .        . 

2.  Peafants  belonging  to  individuals  are  at  the 
abfolute  difpofal  of  their  mafter,  and  have  Icarcely 
any  pofitive  fecurity,  either  for  their  properties  or 
their  lives.  Until  1768  the  statutes  of  Poland 
only  exacted  a  fine  from  a  lord  who  killed  his 
flave  ;  but  in  that  year  a  decree  pafled,  by  which 
the  murder  of  a  peafant  was  a  capital  crime  ;  yet^ 
as  the  law  in  queftion  requires  fuch  an  accumula- 
tion of  evidence  *  as  is  feldom  to  be  obtained,  it 
has  more  the  appearsnce  of  protedion  than  the 
teality. 

**  How  deplorable  (exclaims  the  philanthropic 
^Ir.Coxe,  from  whom  we  now  tranfcribe)  muft 
be  the  ftate  of  that  country,  where  a  law  of  fuch 
a  nature  was  thought  requilite  to  be  enabled,  yet 
is  found  incapable  of  being  enforced  !"  The  ge- 
nerality, indeed,  of  the  Polifh  nobles  are  not  in- 
clined either  to  eftablifh  or  give  efficacy  td  any 
regulations  in  favour  of  the  peafants,  whom  they 
fcarccly  confider  as  entitled  to  the  common  rights 
of  humanity.  A  few  nobles,  however,  of  bene- 
volent hearts  and  enlightened  underftandings,^ 
have  aded  upon  different  principles ;  and  have 
ventured  upon  the  expedient  of  giving  liberty  to 
their  vailals.  The  event  has  fhewn  this  projedfe 
to  be  no  lefs  judicious  than  humane ;  no  leis 

*  The  murderer  muft  be  takeii  in  the  fa^ ;  which  muft  be  pro. 
Ved  by  two  gentlemen  or  foUr  peaflots ;  and  if  he  2s  not  taken  in 
the  ia6t,  Mi  there  are  not  the  aboTe-meationed  number  of  wit- 
bclTesi  he  only  pays  a  fine. 
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friendly  to  fheir  own  interefls  than  to  ttie  h^sppi^ 
nefs  of  their  peafants :  for  it  appears  that  in  die? 
diftridts  in  which  the  nefw  arrangement  has  bee» 
introduced,  the  population  of  their  villages  j» 
confiderably  increafed,  and  the  revenues  of  their 
eftates  augmented  in  a  triple  proportion. 

The  firft  noble  who  granted  freedom  to  his  pea-* 
iants  was  Zamoifki,  formerly  great  chancellor, 
who  in  1760  enfranchifed  fix  villages  in  the  pala« 
tinate  of  Mafovia.  On' infpeAing  the  parifli-re- 
gi'fters  of  births  from  1750  to  1760,  that  is,  du- 
ring the  ten  years  of  flavery  immediately  preceding; 
their  enfranchifement,  the  number  of  births  was 
found  to  be  414 ;  in  the  firft  ten  years  of  their 
freedom,  from  1760  to  1770,  6ao;  and  from 
1770  to  the  beginning  of  1777,  585  births. 

By  thefe  extradls  it  appears,  that  during  the 

Firft  period  there  were  only  43  births  1         -» 
Second  period         -         -      62 


43  births  1 
62  V 

77  J 


Third  period         -         -        77  J    ^      * 

If  we  fuppofe  an  improvement  of  this  fort  to  take 
place  throughout  the  kingdom,  how  great  would 
be  the  increafc  of  national  population  \ 

The  revenues  of  the  fix  villages,  fince  their 
enfranchiferaent,  have  been  augmented  in  a  much 
greater  proportion  than  their  population.  In  their 
llate  of  vaflalage  Zamoilki  was  obliged,  accord- 
ing to  the  cuflom  of  Poland,  to  build  cottages 
and  barns  for  his  peafants ;  and  to  fiimilh  them 
with  feed,  horfes,  ploughs,  and  every  implement 
of  agriculture :  fince  their  attainment  of  liberty 
they  are  become  fo  eafy  in  their  circumftances,  as 
to  provide  themfelvcs  with  all  thefe  neceflaries  at 
their  own  expence ;  and  they  likewife  cheerfully 
pay  an  annual  rent,  in  lieu  of  the  manual  labour 
which  their  mafter  formerly  cxaded  from  them. 

By 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY  <M?  POXAnD.  ^5 

%  ihde  means  the  Tecdpto  of  this  particular  efiate 
have  been  nearly  tripled. 

Upon  iighing  the  deed  of  enfranchifement  of 
the  fix  villages^  their  benevolent  mafter  intimated 
ibme  apf»rehenfions  to  the  inhabitants,  left,  en-^ 
coiiraged  by  their  ireedom,  they  ihould  fell  inta 
every  fpecies  of  licentioufnefs,  and  commit  mote  . 
diforders  than  when  they  were  flaves.     The  fim- 
pUcity  and  good  fenfe  of  their  anfwer  is  remarka* 
ble ;  ^^  When  we  had  no  other  property,'*  returned 
they,  ^^  than  the  ftick  which  we  hold  in  out 
hands,  we  were  deftitute  of  all  encouragement  to 
a  right  conduct ;  and,  having  nothing  to  loie^ 
a<9£d  on  all  occafions  in  an  inconfiderate  manner ; 
but  now   that  our  houfes,  our  lands,  and  our 
cattle,  are  oiir  own,  the  •  fear  of  forfeiting  them 
will  be  a  conftant  reftraint  upon  out  anions/* 
The  fincerity  of  this    aifertion  was  manifefted 
by  the  event     While  they  were  in  a  ftate  of 
fervitudey  Zamoiiki  was  occalionally  obliged  to 
pay  fines  for  diforders  committed  by  his  pea^- 
iants^  who,  in  a  fiate  of  drunkennefe,  would  at- 
tack, and  fometimes  kill  pafiengers:  fince  their 
fi*eedom  he  has  feldom  r^eceived  any  complaints 
of  this  fort  againft  them.     Thefe  circumftances 
decifively  confiitc  the  ill-grounded  furmifes  enter- 
tained by  many  Poles,  tiiat  their  vaflals  are  too 
licentious  and  ungovernable  not  to  make  an  ill 
ufe  of  fireedom.     Zamoifki,  pleafed  with  the  thri- 
ving ftate  of  the  fix  villages^  has  enfranchifed  the 
pea^nts  on  all  his  eftates. 

The  example  of  Zamoifki  has  been  foUoweid  bjr 
Chteptowita,  vice-chancellor  of  Lithuania,  and 
the  abbe  Bryzotowfki,  with  fimilar  fiiccefs.  The. 
peafants,  penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of  their  mafl:er*» 
kindnefs,  have  ercfted,  at  their  ow»  expence,  a 
£  4  pillar 
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pillar,  with  an  inicription  ezpreffive  of  theif  gC3^ 
titude  and  afFeAion. 

Prince  Staniilaus,  nephew  to  the  king  of  Po- 
land, has  warmly  patronized  the  plan  of  giving  li- 
berty to  thepea(ants.  His  own  good  f^ife  and  nalxi'^ 
ral  humanity,  improved  during  his  reiidence  in 
England  by  a  view  ofthatequalliberty  which  per- 
vades every  rank  of  men,  have  raifed  him  abover 
the  prejudices  too  prevalent  among  his  country- 
men: he  has  enfranchifed  four  villages  not  far 
from  Warfaw,  in  which  he  has  not  only  emanci- 
pated the  peafants  from  their  flavery,  but  even 
condefcends  to  direct  their  affairs.  He  vilits  their 
cottages;  fuggefts  improvements  in  agriculture; 
infiru<Sls  them  in  the  mode  of  rearing  cattle  and 
bees ;  and  points  out  the  errors  into  which  igno^ 
ranee  and  incapacity  occafionally  betray  them* 

Still,  however,  the  condition  of  thefe  peaianfs 
is 'not  permanent;  for  though  a  lord  grants  their 
freedom,  yet  he  cannot  entail  it  upon  them,  as  his 
fucceflbr  may  again  reduce  them  to  their  original 
fiate  of  vaffalage. 

5.  In  giving  an  account  of  the  different  clafTcs  of 
men  who  inhabit  this  country,  the  Jews  form  too 
confiderable  a  part  of  its  prefent  inhabitants  not  to 
be  particularly  mentioned.  This  people  date  their 
introdudlion  into  Poland  about  the  time  of  Caii* 
mir  the  Great ;  and  as  they  enjoy  privileges  which 
they  fcarcely  pofiels  in  any  other  country  except- 
ing England  and  Holland,  their  numbers  have 
furprlzingly  incrcafed.  Lengnich  fays  of  them, 
that  they  "  monopolize  *  the  commerce  and 
trade  of  the  country ;  keep  the  inns  and  taverns ; 
arc  flewards  to  the  nobility ;  and  feem  to  Jiavc  fo 

*  Pac.  Con.  Aug.  III.  p.  iii. 
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much  influence,  that  nothing  can  be  bought  or 
fold  without  the  intervention  of  a  Jew/'  Under 
John  Sobiefki  they  were  fo  highly  favoured,  that 
bis  adminifiratiou  was  invidiouily  called  a  Jewifh 
junto  :  he  fanned  to  the  Jews  the  royal  demefnes ; 
and  put  iuch  confidence  in  them  as  raifed  great 
difcontents  among  the  nobility.  After  his  death,  • 
an  ancient  law  of  Sigiimond  I.  was  revived,  and 
inferted  in  the  PaOa  Conventa  of  Augufius  IL  that 
no  Jew  or  J^rfon  of  low  birth  ihould  be  capable 
of  firming  the  royal  revenues. 

In  icxne  towns,  as  at  Cafimir,  Pofen,  &c.  the 
Jews  arc  permitted  to  fettle,  though  in  other  places 
they  are  only  allowed  to  refide  during  the  time  of 
fairs,  or  when  the  dietines  are  aifemblcd  ;  but  the 
laws  are  feldom  put  in  force  againft  them.  Ac- 
cording to  thelaft  capitation  *  there  were  166,871 
Jews  in  Poland,  exclufive  of  Lithuania,  who  paid 
the  tax :  but  this  cannot  be  their  full  complement, 
as  it  is  their  intereil  to  diminiih  their  number ;  and 
it  is  a  well-known  faft,  that  they  conceal  their  chil- 
dren as  much  as  poffiWe.  Perhaps  the  following 
calculations  will  affift  us  in  this  refearch.  Of 
2,580,796  inhabitants  in  Auflrian  Poland,  144,200, 
or  about  an  eighteenth,  were  Jews.  The  eigh- 
teenth of  the  prefent  population  of  Poland  will 
give  near  500,000  :  allowing,  therefore,  for  omif- 
fions  in  the  capitation,  as  well  as  for  tliofe  wlio 
migrated  into  Poland  from  the  Ruffian  difmem^ 
bered  provinces,  the  number  of  Jews  may  fairly 
be  eftimated  at  600,000. 

It  is  not  unworthy  of  obfervation,  that  while 
the  feudal  laws,  formerly  fo  univerfal,  and  of 
which  fome  traces  are  ftill  to  be  difcovered  in 
moft  countries,  have  been  gradually  abolifhed  in 

*  AU  Jews,  as  well  male  as  female,  pay  an  annual  poll-tax* 
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Other  nations,  and  given  place  to  a  more  regular 
ind  juft  adminiflration  ;  yet  in  Poland  a  variety 
of  circumflances  has  concurred  to  prevent  their 
abolition,  and  to  prcferve  that  mixture  of  liberty 
and  oppreflion,  order  and  anarchy,  which  fo 
ftrongly  charadlerized  the  feudal  government.  We 
may  eaiily  trace  in  this  conftitution  all  the  ibiking 
features  of  that  fyflem.  The  principal  are,  an 
cleftive  monarchy  with  a  circuinfcribed  power; 
the  great  officers  of  ftate  pofleffing  thdr  charges 
for  life,  and  independent  of  the  king's  authority : 
royal  fiefs ;  the  great  nobility  above  controul ;  the 
nobles  or  gentry  alone  free  and  pofleffing  lands  ; 
feudal  tenures,  military  fervices,  territorial  jurif* 
didtion;  commerce  degrading;  opprefled  condi- 
tion of  the  burghers ;  vaflalage  of  the  peafants. 
Thefe  evils,  which  are  ftill  exifting  in  Poland^ 
may  be  confidered  as  the  radical  caufes  of  its  de^ 
cKne;  for  they  have  prevented  the  Poles  from 
adopting  thofe  more  liable  regulations,  which 
tend  to  introduce  order  and  good  government,  to 
augment  commerce,  and  to  increafe  population* 


SECT.     XXV. 

CONSTITUTION^  AND    GOVERNMENT. 

Poland  has  been  called  both  a  kingdom  and  ^ 
republic  j  but  differs  little  in  reality  from  an  aris- 
tocracy. It  is,  however,  filled  a  republic  by  the 
Poles  thcmfclvcs  in  all  dieir  public  a6ts  of  flate. 
The  fuprcmc  legiflative  power  is  lodged  in  the 
three  eftatcs  of  the  realm,  viz.  i.  The  King;  t». 
The  Senate  ;  and,  3.  The  Nobles  or  Gentry,  reprc- 
ientatives  of  the  equefhnan  order,  convened  in  a 
Bational  diet.    The  executive  power,  which  was 

hereto- 
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kefeto^ore  entrufted  to  the  king  and  ienate^  is 
now,  according  to  the  new  form  of  government, 
veftcd  in  the  fupreme  permanent  council,  compo- 
fed  of  the  king,  and  a  certain  number  of  mem- 
bers, ele(9:ed  every  two  years  in  the  diet,  by  the 
majority  of  voices. 

The  general  diet  of  Poland  enjoys,  as  before 
obferved,  the  fopreme  authority :  it  declares  war, 
makes  peace,  levies  foldiers,  enters  into  alliances, 
knpoies  taxes,  enads  laws;  in  a  word,  it  exer- 
cifes  all  the  rights  of  abfolute  fovereignty. 

Some  hiftorians  place  the  earlieft  diet  in  the 
reign  of  Calimir  the  Great ;  but  it  is  very  uncer- 
tain whether  it  was  firft  convened  in  his  time ; 
and  ftill  more  doubtful  of  what  members  it  con- 
fifled.  Thus  much,  however,  is  unqueftionable, 
that  it  was  not  until  the  reign  of  Cafimir  III.  that 
this  national  aifembly  was  modelled  into  its  pre- 
fcnt  form. 

The  place  of  holding  the  cEets  depended  for- 
merly upon  the  will  of  3ie  kings  ;  and  Louis  even 
fommoned  two  in  Hungary.  In  thoie  early  times 
Petricau  was  the  town  in  which  they  were  moft 
frequently  affemblcd ;  but  in  1569,  at  the  union 
of  Poland  and  Lithuania,  Warfaw  was  appointed 
the  place  of  meeting;  and  in  1673,  it  was  enadled, 
that  of  three  fucceflive  diets,  two  Ihould  be  held 
in  this  capital,  and  one  at  Grodno  in  Lithuania. 
This  regulation  has  been  generally  followed,  un- 
til the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  wherein  the.  af- 
femblies  have  been  uniformly  fummoned  to  War- 
ikvv. 

Diets  are  ordinary  and  extraordinary ;  the  for- 
mer are  convened  every  two  years,  the  latter  as 
occafion  requires.  In  171 7  the  ufual  feafon  for 
the  meeting  of  the  ordinary  diets  was  fixed  for 
Michaelmas ;  l)ut  during  tlie  prefent  reign  it  has 
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been  occafibhdly  changed  to  the  month  of  0<ftd^ 
bcr  or  November, 

The  king,  with  the  advice  of  the  permanent 
council,  convokes  the  diet,  by  means  of  circular 
letters  iflued  to  all  the  Palatines  in  their  relpet- 
tive  provinces,  at  leaft  fix  weeks  before  the  time 
appointed  for  its  nrteeting :  thefe  letters  are  ac- 
companied with  a  ihort  fketch  of  the  bufineis  to 
be  agitated  in  the  diet. 

The  conftituent  parts  of  the  diet  arc  the  three 
eftates  of  the  realm,  namely^ 
The  king^ 
The  fenate,  and 

The  nobles  or  gentry,  by  their  nuntios  or  rc-^ 
prefcntatives. 

I.  The  king,  confidercd  in  his  capacity  aS  pre- 
fident,  is  only,  as  it  were,  the  chief  of  the  diet : 
he  fubfcribes  all  acls ;    figns  all  decrees  agreed 
to  by  the  aflcmbly ;  iflues  out  all  ordinances  in 
his  own  name  and  that  of  the  republic,  without 
enjoying  thfc  right  of  a  negative  in  any  of  thofe 
particulars.     He  has  no  vot'e,  excepting  upon  an 
equality  of  fuffrages  ;  but  is  at  liberty  to  deliver 
his  fentiments  upon  all  queftions.     His  prefent' 
majcfty  is  efteemed  one  of  the  moft  eloquent 
among  the  Polilh  orators ;  he  has  an  agreeable 
tone  of  voice,  and  is  much  fkilled  in  fuiting  and 
varjanghis  cadence  to  the  fuhje(ils  of  his  difcourfe  : 
he  harangues  with  great  energy  of  ftyle  and  dig- 
nity of  manner  ;  and  his  fpceches  always  make  a 
confiderablc  iniprclTion  upon  the  members  of  the 
diet.     When  he  is  difpofed  to  fpeak,  he  rifes  from 
his  feat,  advances  a  few  fteps,  and  cries  out,  "  I 
fummon  the  miniflcrs  of  ftate   to  the  throne.-** 
Then  the  great  olHccrs  of  the  crown,  who  are  fit- 
ting at  the  lower  end  of  the  fenate-houfe^  come 
forward  and  ftand  near  the  king.     The  four  great 
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fBiarfhals  ftrike  the  ground  at  the  fame  time  with 
fjieir  flaffs  of  office ;  and  the  firft  in  rank  lays^ 
."  The  king  is  going  to  fpeak;"  after  which  his 
ZQajefly  begins. 

II.  The  iecond  eftate,  or  the  fenate,  is  compo- 
fed  of  ipiritual  and  temporal  fenators. 

I  •  The  bifhops,  or  fenators  Ipiritual,  have  the  pre- 
cedence over  the  temporal  fenators.  The  archbi- 
Ihop  of  Gnefn^  is  primate  and  chief  of  the  fenate^ 
^  and  viceroy  in  c^e  of  an  interregnum. 

2.  The  temporals.are  Palatines,  Caftellans,  and 
the  great  officers  of  ftate.  The  palatines  are  the 
governors  of  the  provinces,  who  hold  tlieir  offic4:s 
for  life.  In  time  of  war,  when  the  army  of  the 
republic  is  lummoned,  the  palatines  levy  and  lead 
the  force  of  their  palatinates  into  the  field,  ac- 
cording to  the  tenure  of  feudal  fervices  ;  in  time 
of  peace,  they  convoke  the  affcmblies  of  the  pa- 
latinates, prefide  in  the  county  courts  of  juflice, 
and  judge  the  Jews  within  their  relpedlive  jurif- 
di<^ions,  &c.  The  caftellans  are  divided  into 
grand  and  petty  caftellans  :  their  office,  in  time 
of  peace,  is  merely  nominal ;  but  when  the  mili- 
tary or  feudal  fervices  are  required,  they  are  the 
lieutenants  of  the  palatines,  under  whom  they 
command  the  troops  of  the  fcveral  diftridls  in  the 
palatinates. 

The  minifters  of  ftate,  who  fit  in  the  fenate,  are 
iixteeji  in  number;  namely,  the  two  great  marftials 
of  Poland  and  Lithuania,  the  two  fub-marfhals,  the 
Jwo  great  chancellors,  the  two  vic^-chancellors, 
the  two  great  generals,  the  two  leflcr  generals,  the 
two  great  treafurers,  and  the  two  fiib-treafurers. 

All  th^  fenators  were  fopncrly  appointed  by  the 

king ;  but  by  the  late  change  of  government,  his 

inajcfty's  choice  is  rcftri6\ed  to  one  of  three  can- 

jiidates  prefented  by  the  permanent  council.    The 

•         "  fenators. 
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fenators,  once  nominated,  cannot  be  deprivc4  Qf 
their  charges,  except  by  the  diet. 

III.  The  third*  eftate  is  formed  by  the  nuiitios  or 
reprefentatives  of  the  equeflrian  order.  Thefe  re- 
prefentatives  are  chofen  in  the  dietines  or  aflfem- 
blies  of  each  palatinate,  in  which  every  noble  or 
gentleman,  at  the  age  of  eighteeri,  has  a  vote,  or 
is  capable  of  being  elefted.  There  is  no  qualifi- 
cation in  point  of  property  required,  either  for  the 
eleftors  or  ele6led ;  it  is  only  neceflkry  that  the 
nuntio  Ihould  be  a  noble ;  that  is,  a  perfon  not 
engaged  in  trade  ox  commerce,  pofleffing  land 
himlelf,  or  the  fon  of  a  perfon  pofleffing  Jand,  or 
of  an  ancient  family  which  formerly  poflefled 
land.     Each  nuntio  muft  be  twenty-three  years  of 

Tlie  general  proceedings  of  the  diet  are  as  fol- 
low :  The  king,  fenate,  and  nuntios,  firft  meet 
all  together  in  the  cathedral  of  Warfaw,  and  he^ 
mafs  and  a  iermon.  After  fervice,  the  members 
of  the  fenate,  or  upper  houfe,  repair  to  the  fe- 
nate-houfc ;  and  the  nuntios,  or  lower  houfe,  to 
their  chamber,  when  the  latter  choofe,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  voices,  a  marfhal,  or  (]3eaker  of  the 
equeftrian  order :  in  order  to  preclude  unnecef- 
fary  delays,  the  ele«5lion  is  required  to  take  place 
within  three  days  after  the  meeting  *.     Two  days 

after 

•  Formerly,  it  being  (lipiilated  that  the  election  of  the  marfhal 
fiiould  take  place  as  loon  as  poifible,  in  mod  diets  much  time 
rlapfed  before  a  inarihal  was  cliofen  ;  and  as  the  fittihg  of  the  na- 
tional allembly  was  confined  to  fix  weeks,  it  fometimes  happened 
that  the  nuntios  could  never  agree  in  the  choice  ;  and  feverat  diets 
br(»kc  up  without  tranfa^ling  any  buHnefs.  Connor,  who  vifited 
Poland  in  Jolm  Sobieiki's  reign,  fays  upon  this  head,  "  He  that  de- 
figns  to  be  eleded  marfhal,  muft  treat  the  gentry  all  the  while, 
otiierwife  he  would  have  no  vote  for  him;  and  commonly  they 
prolong  the  ele6tion,  that  they  may  live  the  longer  at  the  candi- 
diie'scluirgcs."  V.  ii.  p.  92. 

In  order  to  remedy  this  inconvenience,  it  was  enafted  in  1^90, 
that  the  marflial  muft  be  chofen  on  the  firft  day  of  the  meeting;  but 
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^ttev  the  choice  of  their  fpeaker,  the  king,  fenate, 
and  nuntios,  ailembk  in  the  fenate-houfe,  which 
is  called  the  junction  of  the  two  houfes.  The 
nuntios  then  kifs  the  king's  hand ;  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  diet  take  their  places  in  the  following 
order : 

The  king  is  feated,  in  regal  ftate,  upon  a  raifecj 
throne,  under  a  canopy  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
apartment.  At  the  fqwer  end,  oppofite  the  throne, 
fit  in  armed  chairs  the  minifters  of  ftate.  The 
bifhops,  palatines,  and  caftellans,  are  ranged  in 
three  rows  of  armed  chairs,  extending  from  the' 
tthrone  on  each  fide  ;  and  behind  thefe  are  placed 
the  nuntios  upon  benches  covered  with  red  cloth. 
The  fenators  have  the  privilege  of  wearing  their 
paps,  but  the  nujitios  remain  uncovei^ed. 

All  the  members  being  feated,  the  Pd£ia  Con^ 
venta  are  read  ♦ ;  when  the  fpeaker  of  the  cqueC- 

trian 

in  1768,  the  time  allowed  for  the  eleftion  was  extended  to  thr^e 
days. 

•  Louis  lung  of  -Hungary,  who  Aicceeded  to  the  crown  of  Po- 
land 1370,  being  a  foreigner,  was  obliged,  in  order  to  infure  the 
podeffion  of  the  throne,  to  fubfcribe  certain  conditions,  which  in- 
fringed the  power  of  the  fovercign,  and  gave  frefti  vigour  to  that 
of  the  barons  and  inferior  nobles.  The  principal  concedions  made 
by  Louis  were,  not  to  impofe  any  additional  taxes  by  his  mere  re- 
gal authoritv  without  the  confent  of  the  nation  ;  and  that  in  cafe 
of  his  demife  without  male  heirs,  the  privilege  of  appointing  a  io- 
vcreign  (hould  revert  to  the  nobles  at  large.  In  confequence  of 
this  agreement,  Louis  was  allowed  to  afcend  the  throne  with- 
out oppofition  ;  and  having  no  fons,  he,  with  a  view  of  infuring 
fhe  fucceifion  to  his  fon-in-law  the  emperor  Sigifmond,  mar- 
ried to  his  ddeft  daughter  Maria,  promifed,  in  addition  to  all 
the  former  grants,  to  diminiAi  the  taxes,  to  repair  the  fortreffes 
at  his  own  expence^  and  to  confer  no  dignities  or  olfices  upon 
foreigners.  At  the  demife  of  Sigifmond  Auguftus,  in  1572, 
when  all  title  to  the  crown  from  hereditary  right  was  for- 
mally abrogated,  and  the  moil  abfolute  freedom  of  eledlion  efta- 
blifhed  upon  the  mo(t  permanent  bafis,  a  charter  of  immunities 
was  drawn  up  at  a  general  diet,  a  ratification  of  which  it  was  deter- 
mined to  exa^  from  the  new  fovereign,  prior  to  his  ele<5lion.  The 
ground-work  of  this  charter,  termed  in  the  Polifh  law  Pa^ia  Con- 
*penta^  was  the  whole  body  of  privileges  obtained  from  Louis  and 
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trian  order,  as  well  as  each  nuntio,  is  empowered 
1:0  intermpt  the  perufal  by  remonflrating  againft 
the  infringement  of  any  particular  article,  and  de- 
manding at  the  fame  time  a  redrefs  of  grievances. 
Then  the  great  chancellor  propofes,  in  the  king's 
name,  the  queflions  to  be  taken  jnto  confidera- 
.  lion ;  after  which,  his  majefty  nominates  three 
fenators,  and  the  ipeaker  fix  nuntios,  to  prepare 
the  bills.  The  diet,  alio,  by  majority  of  voices, 
chufes  a  committee  to  examine  the  accounts  of 
the  trcafury. 

Thefe  preliminary  tran{a<5lions  ought  to  be  diA 
patched  in  the  fpace  of  three  weeks ;  at  which  period 
tlie  two  houies  fcparate  :  the  nuntios  retire  iiitp 
their  own  chamber,  and  all  the  bills  undergo  a 
fcparate  difcuflion  in  both  houfes.  Thofe  which 
relate  to  the  trcafury,  are  approved  or  reje6tcd  by 
the  fcntiments  of  the  majority.  But  in  all  ftate- 
matters  *  of  the  higheft  importance  no  reiblution 
©f  the  diet  is  valid,  unlcfe  ratified  by  the;  unanir 
mous  aflcnt  of  every  nuntio ;  each  of  whom  is 

hrs  fiTCCcffbrs,  with  the  following^  additions:  r.  That  the  kinj 
iiould  be  eledive,  and  that  his  fiicceflbr  ihould  never  be  appointed 
during  his  lite;  2.  That  the  diets*  the  holding  of  which  cfepended 
fbkly  upon  the  will  of  the  kings,  fhould  be  affembled  every  two 
years;  3.  Thac  every  noble  or  gentleman  in  the  whole  realm 
ihould  have  a  vote  in  the  diet  of  election ;  4.  That,  in  cafe  the 
'  king  (hould  infringe  the  laws  stnd  privileges  of  the  nation^  hisfiib- 
je^ts  ihouk)  be  ab{olved  froin  their  oallis  of  sttlegiance.  From  this 
period  the  Vaita  Can'venta,  occafionally  enlarged,  have  beca  con- 
^rrned  uy  every  fovereign  at  his  coronation. 

•  Maitersof  Rate  arc  thus  defined  by  thecorWlitution  of  176a. 
X.  Incieafe  or  alteration  of  the  taxes;  2.  Augmentation  of  the 
arni)'>5  j.  Treaties  of  alliance  and  peace  with  the  neighbouring 
potvers;  4.  Declaration  of  war;  5.  Naturalization  and  creation 
of  nobility;  6.  R«dudion  of  the  coin ;  7.  Augmentadon or  dimi- 
Btition  in  the  charges  of  the  tribunals,  or  in  the  authority  of  the 
Bjinifrers  of  peace  and  war;  8.  Creation  of  places;  9.  Ord<;r  of 
hc^lding  the  diets  or  dietinesj  to.  Alterations  in  the  tribunals  ; 
It.  Atjgmentation  of  the  prerogatives  of  x\\^  fenatus-confuita \  13, 
PermilHon  to  the  king  to  purchafe  lands  for  his  fuccelPors  ;  13. 
Jktr':er^^n^  or  fummoning  the  nobles  to  arms.  In  all  tliefe  cafe^ 
wii^aimiry  is  requilitc. 
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W>ie  io  fufpend  all  proceedings  by  his  exertion  of 
the  Liberum  Feto. 

The  diet  muft  not  lit  longer  than  fix  weeks : 
on  the  firft  day,  therefore,  of  the  fixth  week  the 
:(enate  and  nuntios  meet  again  in  the  fenate-houfe. 
The  ftate-bills  (provided  they  are  unanimoufly 
agreed  to  by  the  nuntios,  an  event  which  feldom 
happens  in  a  free  diet)  are  pafled  into  laws ;  but 
if  that  unanimity  be  wanting  to  them,  they  iland 
rejedted ;  and  the  bufinefs  plating  to  the  treafury, 
which  has  been  carried  by  a  majority,  is  read  and 
regiftcred. 

At.  the  conclufion  of  the  fixth  week  the  laws, 
which  have  pafTed,  are  figned  by  the  fpeaker  and 
nuntios  ;  and  the  diet  is  of  courfe  diflblved* 

The  extraordinary  diets  are  fiibje6l  to  the  iame 
regulations  as  the  ordinary  diets,  with  this  differ- 
ence, that  they  cannot,  by  the  conftitutions  of 
1768,  continue  longer  than  a  fortnight*  The 
lame  day  in  which  the  two  houfes  afiemble  in  the 
ienate-houfe,  the  quefi:ions  arc  to  be  laid  before 
them  *,  and  the  nuntios  return  immediately  to 
their  own  chamber.  On  the  thirteenth  day  from 
their  firft  meeting,  the  two  houies  are  again  uni- 
ted ;  and  on  the  fifteenth  day,  after  the  laws  have 
been  read  and  figned>  the  diet  breaks  up  as 
ufual. 

The  moft  extraordinary  chara<5leriftic  in  the 
conftitution  of  Poland,  and  which  feems  peculiarly 
to  difiinguifh  this  government  fi-om  all  others 
both  in  ancient  and  modem  times,  is  the  Liber utfi 
yeiOf  or  the  power  which  each  nuntio  enjoys  in  a 
fi-ee  diet  *,  not  only  like  the  tribunes  of  ancient 
Home,  of  putting  a  negative  upon  any  law,  but 

•  A  free  diet,  in  ivhich  unanimity  is  reauifite,  is  difHnguifhed 
from  a  diet  of  confederacy,  in  which  all  bubnefs  is  carried  by  the 
majority. 
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evctt  of  diflblving  the  aflembly.  That  every  mem-, 
ber  of  a  numerous  fociety  fhould  be  invefted  with 
filch  a  dangerous  privilege,  in  the  midft  of  the 

,  moft  important  national  tranfa6tions,  is  a  circum- 
fiance  in  iticlf  fo  incredible,  as  to  deferve  a  mi- 
nute inquiry  into  the  caufes  which  introduced  a 
cuftom  fo  pregnant  with  anarchy,  and  fo  detri- 
mental to  public  welfare. 

The  privilege  in  queftion  is  not  to  be  found  in 
any  period  of  the  Polilh  hiflory  antecedent  to 
the  reign  of  John  Cafimir.  It  was  under  his  ad- 
minifhration,  that  in  the  year  1652,  when  the  diet 
of  Warlaw  was  debating  upon  tranfa6lions  of  the 
utmoil  importance,  which  required  a  fpeedy  de- 
termination, that  Sicinfki,  nuntio  of  Upita  in  Li- 
thuania, cried  out,  **  I  flop  the  proceedings  *.** 
Having  uttered  thefc  words,  he  quitted  the  affem- 
bly,  and,  repairing  immediately  to  the  chancellor, 
proteAed,  that  as  many  a6i:s  had  been  propofed 
and  carried  contrary  to  the  conftitution  of  the  re- 
public, if  the  diet  continued  to  fit,  he  fhould  con- 
nder  it  as  an  infringement  of  the  laws.  The  mem- 
bers were  thunderflruck  at  a  proteft  of  this  na- 
ture, hitherto  unknown.  Warm  debates  took 
•place  about  the  propriety  of  continuing  or  difTol- 
Ving  the  diet :  at  length,  however,  the  venal  and 
difcontented  &i5):ion,  who  fupported  the  protcfl, 
obtained  the  majority ;  and  the  afTembly  broke  up 
in  great  confiifion. 

This  tranfadtion  changed  entirely  the  confUtu- 
tion  of  Poland,  and  gave  an  unlimited  fcopc  to 

.  mifiiUe  and  fadion.  The  caufes  (fays  Mr.  Cbxe) 
which  induced  the  Poles  to  acquiefce  in  eflablifh- 
ing  the  Liberum  Feto^  thus  cafually  introduced, 
were  probably  the  following : 

•  Lcng.  Jul  PtabtV.iiVp.  215, 

I.  It 

/ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


mSTOftY   OF   POLAND*  6^ 

I.  It  was  the  intereft  of  the  great  officers  of 
fiate,  particularly  the  great  general,  the   great 
treafurer,  and  great  marflial,  in  whofe  hands  were 
veiled  the  adminiilration  of  the  army,  the  finances, 
and  the  police,  to  abridge  the  fitting  of  the  diet* 
Thefe  great  officers  of  ftate,  being  once  nominated 
by  the  king,  enjoyed  their  appointments  for  life, 
totally  independent  of  his  authority,  and  liable  to 
no  eontroul  during  the  intervals  of  the  diets,  to 
which  alone  they  were  refponfible.  This  powerful 
body  accordingly  flrongly  efpoufed  the  Liberum 
Veto  ;  confcious  that  they  could  eafily,  and  at  all 
times,  fecure  a  nuntio  to  protefl: ;  and  by  that 
means  elude  all  inquiry  into  their  adminifixation.^ 
2.  By  a  fundamental  law  of  the  republic,  nobles 
accufed  of  certain  capital  crimes  could  only  be 
brought  to  trial  before  the  diet ;  and  as,  at  the  pe- 
riod juft  mentioned,  many  perfons  flood  under 
that  defcription,  all  thefe  and  their  adherents  na- 
turally favoured  an  expedient  tending  to  difTolve 
the  only  tribunal  by  which  they  could  be  con- 
vifted  and  punifhol.     3.  The  exigencies  of  the 
ftate,  occafioned  by  the  continual  wars  in  which 
Poland  had  been  engaged,  demanded,  at  this  par- 
ticular crifis,  an  impofition  of  feveral  heavy  ta:£cs : 
and  as  the  fole  power  of  levying  all  pecuniarj^  aids 
refidcd  in  the  diet ;  all  the  nuntios,  who  oppofed 
the  raifing  of  additional  fiibfidies,  ^econd^d  the 
propofal  for  fhortening  the  duration  of  that  af- 
fembly.     4.  But  the  principal  reafon,  which  car- 
ried through,  and  afterwards  fupportcd  the  powet 
of  difTolving  diets,  is  to  be  derived  from  the  influ- 
ence of  fome  of  the  great  neighbouring  powers,  in- 
terefled  to  foment  anarchy  and  confofion  in  the 
Polifh  counfels.    Before  this  period,  if  they  wifhed 
to  form  a  cabal,  and  to  carry  any  point  in  the  na- 
tional aflfembly,  they  were  obliged  to  fecure  a 
F  a  majo- 
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majority  of  votes :  under  the  new  arrangement 
they  were  able  to  attain  their  end  on  much  eafier 
terms ;  and  to  put  an  end  to  any  diet  unfriendly  to 
their  views,  by  the  dorruption  of  a  fingle  mem- 
ber. 

The  bad  efFeAs  of  the  Liberum  Veto  were  foon 
felt  by  the  nation  to  fuch  an  alarming  degree^ 
that  all  the  members  in  the  diet  of  1670  bound 
fhcmfelves  by  an  oath  not  to  exert  it ;  and  even 
pafTed  a  refolution  that  it  Ihould  be  entirely  void 
of  effedl  during  the  continuance  of  that  meeting. 
Notwithftanding,  however,  thefe  falutary  precau- 
tions, one  Zabokrzifki,  nuntio  from  the  palati- 
nate of  Bratlau,  interpofing  his  negative,  brought 
this  very  diet  to  a  premature  diflblution. 

This  Liberum  Feio,  indeed,  has^  been  alwa3r9 
coniidered  by  the  moft  intelligent  Poles  as  one  of 
the  principal  caufes  which  has  contributed  to  the 
decline  of  their  country.  From  the  aera  of  its  efta- 
blifhment  public  bufinefs  has  continually  fuffered 
the  moft  fatal  interruption ;  it  abruptly  broke  up 
feven  diets  in  the  reign  of  John  Cafimir,  four  un- 
der Michael,  feven  under  John  Sobielki,  and 
thirty  during  the  reigns  of  the  two  Augufti ;  fa 
that,  within  the  ipace  of  1 112  years,  48  diets. have 
been  precipitately  diflblved  by  its  operation ;  du- 
ring which  period  Poland  has  continued  almoft 
without  laws,  without  juftice,  and,  excepting  the 
reign  of  John  Sobielki,  with  few  fymptoms  of 
military  vigour.  Yet  fo  ftrongly  did  the  motives 
above  difplayed  attach  the  Poles  to  this  pernicious 
privilege,  that  in  the  acft  of  confederacy,  framed 
in  1696,  after  the  deceafe  of  John  Sobielki,  the 
Liberum  Veto  is  called  the  deareft  and  moft  inva- 
luable palladium  of  Polilh  liberty. ' 

Tlie  Poles,   however,    having    fatally  experi- 
enced the  difordcrs  arifing  from  the  Liberum  Veto, 
I  would 
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would  cert^nly  have  abolifhed  it,  if  they  had  not 
been  prevented  by  the  partitioning  powers ;  and 
it  flill  exifts  in  its  full  force.  It  Ihould  be  obfer- 
ved,  that  neither  the  king  nor  the  fenate,  but 
only  the  nuntios,  enjoy  the  power  of  interpofing 
this  negative  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  diet. 

It  will  naturally  occur  to  the  reader  to  alk,  if 
every  reprefentative  poflefles  the  Liberum  Feto,  how 
can  any  tranfa<9:ion  be  carried  on?  or  how  is  it  pofli- 
blethat  anyone  bill  fhouldpafs  into  a  law  ?  for  no 
fidotion  can  be  conceived  which  is  not  liable  to  be 
oppofed  by  the  intrigues  of  party,  or  the  jcaloufy 
of  the  neighbouring  powers.  In  order,  therefore, 
to  avoid  tlie  anarchy  attendant  upon  free  diets 
through  the  operation  of  the  Liberum  Feto,  the 
Poles  have  lately  had  recourfe  to  diets  by  confe- 
deracy; which,  though  compoled  of  the  fame 
members,  and  held  under  the  fame  exterior  forms 
as  free  diets,  diffet  from  them  in  the  effential  cir- 
comflance  of  allowing  bufiheis  to  be  determined 
by  the  plurality  of  votjes.  Thefe  diets  have  long 
been  known  to  the  conititution,  and  have  at  times 
been  ufed  upon  extraordinary  emergencies ;  but 
within  thefe  few  years  they  have  been  regularly 
Jield  at  the  fbated  times,  for  fummoning  ordinary 
ftiets.  Indeed,  according  to  the  true  principles  of 
the  Polilh  goveriHnent,  n6  confederacy  ought  to 
be  entered  into,  excepting  .upon  the  following 
occalions  :  in  defence  pf  the  king's  perfon,  upon 
any  foreign  invalion  or  domeitic  conspiracy ;  and 
diuing  an  interregnum  at  the  diets  of  convocation 
and  eledion  *.  But  as  no  other  means  have  been 
found  to  prevent  perpetualanarchy,  the  nation  is 

•  It  U  4tcreed»  however,  by  the  code  of  1768,  that  in  every 
diet  of  convocation  all  ilate  matters  muft  pafs  unanimouily. 

F  3  obliged 
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obliged  to  fubmit  to  ap  infringement  of  the  con- 
ilitirtioh,  which  operates  for  the  general  good  ^. 

PLACE   AND    MODE    OP    REGAL    ELECTION. 

The  fpot,  which  is  fettled  by  the  conftitution 
for  the  place  of  election,  is  the  plain  of  Vola, 
about  three  miles  from  the  capital.  In  the  midft 
of  this  plain  are  two  enclofures  of  ground,  one  for 
the  fcnate,  and  the  other  for  the  nuntios.  The 
former  is  of  an  oblong  fhape,  furrounded  by  a 
kind  of  rampart  or  ditch ;  in  the  ihidft  of  which 
is  erefted,  at  the  time  of  election,  a  temporary 
building  of  wood,  called  fzopa^  covered  at  top 
and  open  at  the  fides.  Near  it  is  the  other  enclo- 
fure  for  the  nuntios,  of  a  circular  fliape,  from 
which  it  derives  its  name  of  kola  or  circle;  within 
this  there  is  no  building  erefted,  the  nuntios  af- 
iembling  in  the  open  air.  When  the  two  cham- 
bers arc  joined,  they  meet  within  the  kblay  the  fe- 
nators  chairs  and  the  benches  for  the  nuntios  be- 
ing ranged  in  the  fame  regular  order  as  in  the  fe-i 
nate-houfe  at  Warfaw,  while  the  feat  of  the  pri- 
mate is  placed  in  the  middle. 

But  before  we  defcribe  the  election,  it  may  be 
neceffary  to  give  a  ftiort  detail  of  the  principal  oc-* 
currences  which  precede  that  ceremony. 

Upon  the  king's  demife  the  interregnum  com- 
mences :  the  regal  authority  is  then  veiled  in  the 
archbiihop  of  Gnefna,  primate  of  Poland,  as  in- 
terrex  or  regent.  He  announces  the  death  of  the 
king  by  circular  letters,  convokes  the  dietines  and 
"cliets  of  convocation ;  and,  in  a  word,  performs 

•  •  But  as  it  is^na^ed  by  the  diet  of  176S,  that  all  matters  of 
fiate  muft  be  cactkd  unanimoufly  fn  free  diets,  we  fhould  prefume 
that  the  diets  by  confederacy  only  tranfad  the  common  bufmefs, 
without  making  any  new  laws,  or  i-epealing  old  ftatutcs. 
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all  the  fun(5tions  of  royalty  during  the  vacancy  in 
the  throne. 

The  diet,  which  is  firft  convened  upon  the  fo- 
vereign's  deceafe,  is  called  the  diet  of  convoca- 
tion ;  and  is  always  held  at  Wariaw,  previous  to- 
the  diet  of  ele6tion,  which  aifembles  in  the  plain 
of  Vola.  The  fovcrdgn  authority  refides  in  this 
afiembly,  in  the  iame  manner  as  in  thoie  which 
are  fiimmoned  while  the  throne  is  filled.  The 
primate  prefides  like  the  king,  with  this  difier- 
ence^-'that  he  does  not  place  himielf  upon  the 
throne,  but  fits  in  an  armed  chair  National  in  the 
middle  of  the  ienate-hQuie.  The  diet  ifiues  out 
adls  or  ordinances,  arranges  or  chants  the  form 
of  government,  fettles  th^  Pada  OmvcMtay  and  ap- 
points the  meeting  of  the  diet  of  eledion.  The 
interval  between  the  death  of  the  king  and  the  no- 
mination of  his  fuocefibr  is  uncertain  ;  its  longer 
or  fhorter  duration  depending  upon  the  intrigues 
and  cabals  of  the  candidates,  or  the  pleafiire  of 
thofe  foreign  powers,  who  give  law  to  Poland.  It 
is  always  a  fiate  of  turbulence  and  lioentioufiieis ; 
the  kingdom  is  divided  into  parties  and  £u^ons ; 
juftice  is  in  a  manner  fuipended  ;  and  the  nobles 
commit  every  diforder  with  impunity. 

Unanimity  being  requifite  in  all  matters  of 
fiate*,  it  is  eaiy  to  conceive  the  delays  and  cabals, 
the  influence  and  corruption,  employed  to  gain 
the  members  in  the  diet  of  convocation.  As  foon 
as  all  the  points  are  adjufied,  whether  the  a&s 
have  pafled  unanimoufiy  or  otherwife,  the  mem- 

*  This  unanimity,  in  fa^,  does  not  exift ;  for  the  ftrongeft  fide 
forces  the  weaker  to  accede  or  to  retire.  Yet  in  the  diet  of  1768 
it  was  ena6ted,  that  in  the  diets  of  convocation  ftate  queAions 
rould  only  be  carried  unanimoufiy.  Several  diets  of  convocation 
have  been  frequently  aflembled  before  all  the  afRurs  could  be 
finally  arranged. 

F  4  bers. 
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bers,  previous  to  their  reparation,  enter  into  a 
gener^  confederacy  to  fupport  and  maintain  tho 
refolutions  of  the  diet. 

At  the  appointed  day  the  diet  of  elediion  is  af-. 
iembled^  during  which  Warfaw  and  its  environs 
is  a  fcene  of  confufion,  and  frequently  of  blood-? 
ihed.  The  chief  nobility  have  large  bodies  of 
troops  in  their  fervice,  and  repair  to  the  diet  at- 
tended by  their  numerous  vaffals  and  a  large  reti- 
nue of  domeftics ;  while  each  petty  baron,  who 
can  afford  to  maintain  them,  parades  about  with 
his  retainers  and  ilaves. 

On  the  day  on  which  the  diet  of  eleftion  is 
opened^  the  primate,  ienate,  and  nobility,  repair 
to  the  cathedral  of  Warfaw,  to  hear  mafs  and  a 
fermon ;  from  whence  they  proceed  in  due  order 
to  the  plain  of  Vola.  The  fenators  enter  the 
fzopa,  and  the  nuntios  take  their  places  within  the 
kola ;  while  the  other  nobles  are  ftationed  in  the 
plain.  The  fenate  and  the  nuntios,  after  having 
paflfed  their  refpedtive  refolutions,  as  in  the  ordi- 
nary diets,  alTemble  together  in  the  kohy  when 
the  primate,  feated  in  the  middle,  lays  before 
them  the  objedls  to  be  taken  into  confideration ; 
the  Pa£la  Convenia,  fettled  at  the  diet  of  convoca- 
tion, are  read  and  approved,  all  neceflfary  ar- 
rangements made,  and  the  day  of  eledion  ap- 
pointed. The  diet  then  gives  audience  to  the  fo- 
reign miniflers,  who  are  permitted  by  recom- 
mendation to  interfere  in  the  choice  of  a  king^ 
and  to  the  advocates  of  the  feveral  candidates.  All 
thefe  affairs  take  up  feveral  days ;  and  would  per- 
haps never  be  terminated,  as  unanimity  is  requi- 
iite,  if  the  afTembly  were  not  overawed  by  the  fo- 
reign troops,  who  are  always  quartered  near  the 
plain  of  eledlion. 
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Upon  the  day  appointed  for  the  election,  the 
fenatc  and  nuntios  aiicmble,  as  before,  in  tlie  kola^ 
while  the  nobles  are  ranged  in  the  open  field  in 
feparate  bodies,  according  to  their  feveral  palati- 
nates, with  ftandards  borne  before  them,  and  the 
principal  officers  of  each  diftridt  on  horfeback, 
The  primate,  having  declared  the  names  of  the 
candidates,  kneels  down  and  chaunts  a  hymn ; 
after  which  the  fenators  and  nuntios  join  the  genr 
try  of  their  refpeclive  palatinates :  then  the  pri- 
mate, on  horfeback,  or  in  a  carriage,  goes  round 
the  plain  to  the  diflferent  bodies  of  the  gentry  as 
they  are  ftationed  according  to  their  palatinates; 
and,  having  collected  their  votes,  proclaims  the 
fuccefsful  candidate.  Each  noble  does  not  give 
his  vote  feparately,  for  that  would  be  endlefs; 
but  when  the  primate  goes  round,  the  colle<9ive 
body  of  each  palatinate  name  the  perfon  they 
cfpoufe.  At  the  conclufion  of  this  ceremony  the 
aflemblv  breaks  up. 

On  tne  following  day  the  fenate  and  nuntios 
'return  to  the  plain;  the  fucccfsful  candidate  is 
again  proclaimed,  and  a  deputy  dilpatched  to  ac- 
quaint him  of  his  eledlion,  as  no  candidate  is  al- 
lowed to  be  prefeiit.  After  the  proclamation,  the 
gentry  rqtire  ;  and  the  diet,  having  appointed  the 
diet  of  coronation,  is  diffolved. 

All  elections  are  contefted :  not  indeed  upon 
the  Ipot ;  for  the  terror  of  a  neighbouring  army 
has,  for  fome  time  paft,  forced  the  nobles  to  ap- 
pear unanimous.  But  the  party  who  diflent,  re- 
tiring from  the  plain,  remonftrate ;  and  if  they 
are  fufficiently  ftrong,  a  civil  war  enfues..  In- 
deed the  conftifion,  diforder,  and  bloodftied 
which  formerly  attended  thefe  popular  elec- 
tions, would  flill  be  renewed,  if  it  were  not 
for  the  interference  of  foreign  troops :  and  thus 

the 
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the  country  draws  fomc  advantage  from  an 
evil,  which  is  confidered  by  the  Polos  as  the  dis- 
grace and  fcandal  of  every  ele<Stion. 


Such  are  the  outlines  of  this  motley  conftitution, 
which  was  new -modelled  with  almoii  every  new- 
ling,  according  to  the  PaSa  Conventa  he  is  obli- 
ged to  fign.  There  has  been  lately  a  total  diflb- 
lution  of  all  order  in  Poland,  through  the  influ- 
ence of  fome  of  the  neighbouring  powers  inte^ 
re  (led  to  foment  anarchy  and  confufion  ib  the  Po- 
lilb  councils ;  and  many  of  the  firft  nobility  do 
not  bhifh  to  receive  peiifions  from  foreign  courts. 
In  this  iketch,  however,  we  can  difcern  the  great 
outlines  of  a  noble  and  free  government.  The 
precautions  taken  to  limit  the  king's  power,  and 
yet  inveil  liim  with  an  ample  prerogative,  weic 
worthy  a  wife  people.  The  inftitution  of  the  did 
and  dietines  are  favourable  to  public  liberty,  as 
are  many  other  proviiions  in  the  republic  :  but  it 
lalxiured,  even  in  its  beft  flate,  under  incurable  dif- 
orders.  The  exercife  of  the  Figto,  the  tribunal  ne- 
gative that  is  vefted  in  every  nuntio^  exclufive 
of  the  king  and  fenate,  at  a  diet,  mufl  always  be 
deflruclive  of  order  and  government.  It  is  foimded 
upon  Gotliic  principles,  and  that  unlimited  jurif^ 
didion  which  the  great  lords  in  former  ages  ufed 
to  enjoy  all  over  Europe.  The  want  of  fubordi- 
nation  in  the  executive  parts  of  the  conflitution^ 
and  the  rendering  noblemen  independent  and  un- 
accountable for  their  condud,  is  a  blemifh  inh- 
pracHcable  to  remove.  After  all,  when  we  exa- 
mine the  befl  accounts  of  the  prefent  conftitution 
of  Poland,  and  compare  them  with  the  ancient 
hiAory  of  Great  Britain,    and  other  European 
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l:ingdomSj  we  may  perceive  a  wonderful  limUarity 
l>etween  what  thele  were  formerly,  and  what  Po- 
land is  at  prefent.  This  naturally  leads  us  to  in- 
fer, that  the  government  of  Poland  cannot  be 
othcrwife  improved  than  by  the  introdudtion  of 
arts,  manufapures,  and  commerce,  which  would 
render  the  common  people  independent  on  the 
nobility,  an^prevent  the  latter  from  having  it  in 
their  power  to  annoy  their  fovereign,  or  to  main- 
tain thofe  unequal  privileges  which  are  fo  hurtfuj 
tQ  the  community, 
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SECT.    I. 

TO  a  great  kingdom,  like  Poland,  itruggling 
in  a  conteft  with  numerous  and  powerftu 
oppreffors,  if  the  policy  of  the  Englifh  nation 
does  not  prefcribe,  or  its  refources  will  not 
admit  of,  an  armed  aiiiiiance^  the  humanity  o( 
individuals  may  lament  its  fate,  and  the  liberal 
mind  of  the  hiftorian  do  juftice  to  the  bravery 
wifti  which  its  people  affert  and  defend  their  na- 
tural, national,  and  unalienable  rights. 

Of  the  early  hiftory  of  any  country  it  is  diffi- 
cult to.  acquire  authentic  information*  We  ge- 
nerally find  it  either  enveloped  in  impervious 
obfcurity,  or  decorated  with  the  infubAantial 
ornament  of  fable  and  invention.  The  aifairs 
of  this  country  therefore,  during  the  early  reigns, 
will  be  treated  with  a  brevity  which,  it  is  pre- 
fumed,  the  reader  will  not  regret,  who  confiders 
that  little  intcrcft  can  arife  in  the  mind  from  pc- 

rufing 


Digitized  by 


Google 


j8  hiSTORV   OP  POLANDi 

rufing  a  detail  of  favage  inroads,  and  little  ad* 
vantage  be  derived  to  fcience  from  the  conduft  of 
ii^ars  or  negociations  between  barbarian  monarcbs. 
As  we  approach  modern  ages,  however  we  Ihall 
endeavour  to  trace  with  an  impartial  hand  the 
progrefs  of  events  much  more  important,  as  hav- 
ing led  in  fome  degree  to  the  prefent  ftate  of 
Europe. 

The  fovereign  princes  of  Polatid   are  ufually 
confidered  under  four  claflcs;  that  is  to  fay, 

I.  Of  the  Houfe  of  Leszko. 

II.  -     .  -        -       of    PlAST. 

III.  -      -      -     of  Jagello,  or 

Jaghellon. 

IV.  *Of  diiFerent  families. 


SECT.     J. 

SOVEREIGNS    OF    THE    FAMILY    OP   LESZKO. 

The  Vandals  or  Veneti  were,  undoubtedly,  the 
ancient  inhabitants  of  Poland,  which  was  the 
Sarmatia  Europaea  of  the  Romans. 

Before  the  fixth  century,  while  the  Poles  were 
yet  Sarmatians,  they  had  no  kings,  but  lived 
without  government,  in  mountains  and  forefts, 
haying  no  habitations  but  waggons ;  always  me- 
ditating fome  new  invalion ;  ♦thougli  bad  troops 
for  foot  fcrvicc,  yet  excellent  cavalry.  It  is  fur- 
priling,  that  a  barbarous  people,  witliout  a  leader, 
and  witliout  laws,  fhould  llrctch  their  empire 
from  the  Tanais  to  the  Vifiula,  and  from  the 
Euxinc  Sea  to  the  Baltic:  Iwundaries  prodigioufly 
diflant  from  each  other,  and  which  they  enlarged 
flill  farther  by  tlie  acquilition  of  Bohemia,  Mo- 
ravia, Silcfia,  Lulatia,  Milhia,  Mecklenburg,  Po- 
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itierania,  and  the  marches  of  Brandenburg ;  and 
even  the  Romans,  to  whom  fo  large  si  part  of  the 
\%rorld  fubmitted,  never  penetrated  into  Sannatia. 

This  hiftorical  paradox  fhews  what  can  be 
done  by  ftrength  oJt  body,  a  habit  of  living  hardly, 
a  natural  love  of  liberty,  and  a  liivage  inftinft, 
which  fupplies  the  place  of  kings  and  laws.  The 
Sarmatians  wene  called  robbers  by  civilized  na- 
tions, who  forgot  that  they  themfelves  had  begun 
in  the  fame  manner. 

About  the  year  550,  Leek,  or  Lecht,  formed  a 
defign  of  civilizing  the  Sarmatians,  though  but 
a  Sarmatian  himfelf.  He  began  by  cutting  down 
trees,  and  ere<iting  himfelf  a  dwelling.  Other 
huts  were  foon  raifed  round  this  model;  the  na- 
tion, hitherto  enatic,  became  fixed ;  and  Gncfaa, 
the  firft  city  of  Poland,  took  the  place  of  a  fo- 
re ft.  The  Sarmatians  ieem  fcarcely  to  have 
known  what  eagles  were,  fince  we  arc  told,  that 
from  their  finding  feveral  nefts  of  thcfe  birds  in 
the  trees  which  were  cut  down  upon  this  occalion, 
the  eagle  came  to  be  painted  upon  the  Polifli 
ftandards.  Leek  foon  drew  the  eyes  of  his  equals 
upon  him,  and  by  difplaying  talents  fit  for  go- 
vernment as  well  as  aAiort,  he  became  their  maf- 
ter,  and  with  the  powers  of  a  monarch  afliimed 
the  title  of  duke. 

Though  the  aAual  exiftence  of  this  prince  be 
pretty  well  afcertained,  yet  his  demife  leaves  a 
chafm  in  hiftory  which  imagination  has  fupplicd; 
and  if  our  fludies  are  not  improved,  if  fciencc 
gains  no  acquifition,  our  minds  may  derive  a 
temporary  amuiement  from  the  account  which 
prtde  or  fuperftition  has  Tabricated,  and  tradi- 
tion pioufly  tranfmitted  from  one  age  to  another 
as  the  early  political  ftate  of  Poland. 
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Leek  IS  faid  to  have  left  the  government  to  hii 
ion  Wiffimir,  who  founded  the  city  of  Dantzi'ci^ 
No  traces,  however,  can  be  found  in  hiftory  of 
any  actions  that  were  performed  by  the  pofterity 
of  thefe  two  firft  Sovereigns  of  Poland,  and  it  is 
a  void  which  even  fiftion  itfelf  ha$  never  at- 
tempted  to  fill  up.  It  only  fuppofes,  that  the 
nation,  after  the  extinction  of  the  royal  family^ 
aflembled  for  the  ele<5lion  of  new  matters,  and 
that  the  nobility  were  on  the  point  of  proceeding 
to  this  choice,  when  the  people,  who  had  long 
been  harafled  with  the  tyranny  of  their  laft  kings, 
demanded  an  abolition  of  the  regal  government, 
that  they  might  no  longer  depend  on  the  caprice 
of  one  man. 

The  great  lords,  alUired  by  the  hopes  of  fhar- 
ing  all  the  honours  of  dominion,  were  eafily 
induced  to  comply  with  the  felicitations  of  the 
people;  in  ponfcquence  of  which  they  eliabliflied 
a  republic,  the  adminillration  whereof  was  in-* 
trufted  with  twelve  Palatines.  Theunftcady  people, 
however,  were  foon  diflatisfied  with  this  new  plan 
of  government ;  an  anarchy,  its  almoft  inevita- 
ble confequence,  infjpired  them  wirh  averfidn  to 
their  Hate  of  independence,  and  a  nmnber  of 
enemies,  who  were  always  ready  to  derive  ad- 
vantages from  the  troubles  of  the  ftate,  and  the 
<:onjun6lures  of  thofe  times,  ravaged  the  .pro- 
vinces with  impunity,  and  made  the  nation  pay 
very  dear  for  the  iiital  liberty  they  had  acquired. 

The  eyes  of  the  people  ,were  at  laft  opened 
to  their  real  intcrefl,  and  they  judged  it  would 
be  moft  advantageous  to  them  to  have  but 
one  maftcr.  This  confideration  induced  them  to 
turn  their  thoughts  to  the  eleflion  of  a  king,  but 
a  choice  of  this  nature  was  attended  with  great 
difficulties.     The  ftate  of  their  affairs  required 
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<bme  martial  fpirit  to  repel  the  invaiionB  of  the 
neighbouring  people,  as  well  as  to  re-conquer 
the  territories  tnat  had  been  wrefted  from  them 
by  ufurpations,  and  to  re-eftablifh  the  honour  of 
the  nation.  It  was  likewife  neceflary  that  this 
hero  Ihould  temper  aa  intrepidity  of  mind  with 
the  foftnefe  of  a  prudent  charity,  in  order  to  gain 
upon  thofe  difpolitions  which  had  been  rendered 
intrai^able  by  a  long  ftate  of  independence ;  and 
it  w^  alfo  thouglit  requifite,  thai  the  virtue  of 
this  future  prince  Ihould  afford  them  a  fiiificient 
fceurity  for  his  proper  ufe  of  that  fupreme  power 
with  which  they  had  *n  inclination  to  entruft 

Thefe  qualities  are  feldom  united  in  one  man ; 
the  Poles  however  fourd  one  of  their  countrymen 
who.  poffefled  them  in  an  equal  degree.  Gr  ac  k^ 
(or,  as  he  is  called  by  fome  writers,  Cracus,)  was 
the  name  of  this  virtuous  perfon,  who  brought 
the  calamities  of  Poland  to  a  happy  period.  As 
he  was  always  vi^orious  in  the  wars  he  under* 
took,  and  as  he  likewife  guided  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment with  a  confummate  prudence,  he  at  the 
jlkni^  tiifte  rendered  himfelf  dear  to  his  people 
and  formidable  to  his  enemies.  He  built  the  city 
of  Cracow  oa  the  Wciflel,  and  Bohemia  fub- 
imtted  to  the  laws  of  fo  accomplilhed  a  prince*. 

Lbcjbl  II.  became  his  fucceflbr,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  crime,  for  he  fecretly  deftroyed 
^Grack,  hifi  elder  brother,  and  afccnded  his  fa-^ 
ther's  throne,  as  well  by  the  choice  of  the  nobi-r 
lity,  as  by  vijrtue  of  the  right  he  claimed  to  the 
facceffion.  All  his  fubjeds  fubmitted  to  his  au^ 
therity  "while  his  crime  was  undifpovered ;  but  as 

♦  His  ircign  la  thought  to  be  coincident  with  the  beginning  of 
the  7th  century. 
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foon  as  it  was  detccl^ed,  the  lords  would,no  longer 
iufFer  tlie  affaffln  of  his  own  brother  to  fit  upon 
the  throne  lie  had  ufurped,  and  to  grafji  the  reins 
of  go-^ernment  with  thofe  hands  that  were  poU 
luted  with  the  blood  of  their  lawful  prince.  He 
was  chkied  from  the  kingdom  in  a  degrading  man^ 
ner,  and,  accoirding  to  fome  nuthors,  died  with- 
out leaving  any  children. 

After  the  death  of  the  two  fons  of  Grack,  the 
Poles  were  defirous  of  fubmitting  to  the  govern^ 
ment  of  his  daughter  Vanda,   a  very  ammble 
princeis^  graced  with  the  accomplifhments  of  «lo« 
quence^  wiiUom,  and  courage^  to  a  degree  un^ 
common  in  her  iex.     She  reigned  with  glory,  and 
amidfl  the  tranquillity  of  a  profound  peace,  who) 
"  a  German  prince  Ritiger  is  faid  to  have  fent  am* 
bafTadors  to  her  to  treat  of  a  marriage,   and  to 
denounce  war  againft  her  dominions  if  fhe  ihoidd 
rejeft  his  offers.     Vanda,  according  to  fome  his- 
torians, had  rendered -hcrfelf  incapable  of  the 
nuptial  ftate,  by  a  vow  of  virginity  which   fhcj 
had  made   to  the  gods  of  her  country.      She, 
therefore,  prepared  for  war,  aifembled  her  troops, 
animated  them  by  her  prefence  and  difcourfei 
broke  the  meafores  of  her  enemy,   oppofed  hia 
incuriiQns,  and  confirained  him,  at  lau,  to  come 
to  a  conference,     H^r  beauty  and  her  eloquence 
enchanted  the  hoilile  troops;  the  commanders  re- 
fufed  to  combat  againft  fo  amiable  a  princefej 
the  foldiers  quitted  their  ranks,  th«  moil  iavage 
among  them  were  difarmed  of  their  rage,   theiy 
chief  himielf  was  f()rlkken  by  all  his  troops,  and, 
yielding  to  the  imprcflions  of  confufion  and  dcf- 
pair,  ])1.  nged  his  fword  into  his  own  breaft  s^  % 
punilhinent  for  his  temerity. 

The  princefs  was  eafily  induced  to  pardon  th^ 
fgos  Ihe  h^d  thus  vftnquiihed^  and,  ^tisfied  with 
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fecuring  the  rcpofe  of  her  fabje6fe,  (he  impaired  to 
Cracow,  to  receive  their  applaule  in  tliat  city, 
where  they  decreed  her  the  honour  of  a  triumph. 
Vanda,  however,  became  an  enthufiafi:  after  this 
great  event;  flic  coniideted  it  as  an  evidence  of 
the  favour  of  her  tutelar  gods,  and  imagined  it 
was  incumbent  on  her  to  teflify  her  gratitude  1^ 
a  ftrange  facrifice,  in  which  flie  herielf  was  tlie 
viftim.     She  threw  herfelf  into  the  Weillel. 

The  Poles,  a  fecond  time  deftitutc  of  a  mafier^ 
had  again  an  inclination  to  enjoy  the  iweets  of 
independency.  Though  liberty  had  already  proy#> 
cd  fo  fatal  to  them,  they  were  allured  by  the 
pleafures  they  propofed  to  enjoy  by  changing 
their  ftate,  and  they  refumed  the  republican  form 
of  government,  roland  was  then  divided  into 
twelve  Palatinates,  the  adminiftration  of  which 
was  committed  to  the  fame  number  of  lords,  who 
were  choien  todifpenfe  juftice  to  the  people,  and 
to  defend  them  againft  the  enemies  of  their 
ftate. 

This  new  change  was  produAive  of  new  cala- 
mities, and  the  Polifli  arms  were  not  very  prof-- 
perous  under  the  condu6l  of  tKe  Palatines.    The 
republic  was  deftitute  of  force  and  troops,   and 
feemed  in  danger  of  being  overwhelmed  by  the 
enemies  that  furrounded  it.     One  man  alone  had 
the  addreis  and  courage  to  re<ftify  thefe  diforders 
and  to  raife  the  ftate  to  its  ancient  glory-      Prk-^ 
MisLAus,     or    Leszko    L    a    private    fbldier, 
but  whom  an  intrepidity    of   mind,   aided  by 
long  experience,  had  exalted  above  his  natural 
coi^ition,  was  the  deliverer  of  his  country.  This 
brave  man  having  obferved,  that  the  Hungarians, 
who  imagined  they  had  nothing  more  to  con» 
quer,  kept  but  a  very  {lender  guard  in  their  camp, 
wcw  together  fomc  of  his  friendsi  reptefented 
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tlieir  calamities  to  them  in   a    lively    manner, 
acquainting  them,  at  the  fame  tinie,  with  the  (fe- 
curity  into  which  their  eneniies  were  funk,  and  the 
faciUty  of  gaining  a  complete  vi6tory  over  them  ; 
;^nd  he  engaged  them  to  be  his  companions  in  ai^ 
^ntprprize  that  was  rendered  hapj)y  by  a  laudable 
temerity.    He  divided  his  troop  into  feveral  fniaU 
bodies,  after  which  he  chofe  a  dark  night  for  the 
fcxecutiop  of  his  defign ;  and  the  horrors  of  the 
gloom  being  intermixed  with  the  confufion  ufu- 
ally  created  by  furprifes  of  this  nature,  the  ene- 
mies were  feized  with  conftemaiion,  Ind  multi- 
ludes  perilhed  by  the  valour  of  the  affail^nts. 
All  his  attacks  fucceeded  to  his  wilh ;    he  broke 
uito  their  camp  from  feveral  quarters,   and  the 
whole  was  a  fcene  of  flight  and  flaughter.      A 
rich  booty  was  the  firft  reward  of  this  heroic  acr 
tion;  Premiflaus  was  afteryvards  crowned,   and 
the  people  were  content  to  own  their  deliverer  for 
their  mafler. 

The  valour  alone  of  Premiflaus  had  advanced 
him  to  the  throne ;  but  fortune  prepared  him  a 
fucceflbr.  This  prince  dying  without  ifliie,  fe- 
veral lords  alpired  to  the  fupreme  power,  and,  in 
ConfequencQof  their  cabals,  different  parties  were 
formed,  whofe  mutual  animofities  threatened  the 
nation  with  a  civil  war.  The  Poles,  in  order  to 
prevent  this  calamity,  aflfembled  together,  and 
unanimoufly  agreed  to  acknowledge  him  for  their 
prince,  who  Ihould  furpafs  all  his  competitors  in 
the  fwiftnefs  of  his  horfes.  They  fixed  on  this 
expedient  as  the  moft  effeAual  for  the  prevention 
pf  fraud;  notwithftanding  which,  4  Polifli  lord, 
named  Lcfzeck,  entertained  hopes  pf  rendering 
his  ambition  fuccefsful  by  the  aid  of  art.  With 
this  view  he  caufed  feveral  iron  fpikes  to  be  pri- 
vately fcattered  over  the  field  where  the  race  >vas 
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^o  h6  jpferfontoed,  ahd  only  rcfefvcd  a  clear  path 
for  himfelf,  which  he  had  made  diftinguiihable 
by  fome  particular  marks.  The  firaudulent  de-^ 
fign  however  was  rendered  inefFe<Shial,  for  th* 
ftratagem  was  difco'^ered  by  a  youtTi,  whofe  gifeat 
qualities  were  obfcuired  by  the  mianhefs  of  hi4 
birth  and  profefiion.  He,  however,  did  not  im- 
mediately divulgfe  what  he  had  difcovered,  either 
through  fear  of  ill-treatment,  or  ito  hope  of  de- 
riving fome  advantageous  confequence  from  it. 

The  day  appointed  for  the  race  arrived,  and 
With  inexpreffible  aftoniihnlent  the  people  beheld 
all  the  competitors  remain  motionleft  in  the  midfl 
t)f  thcii;  career,  or  thrown  into  the  tJuft  by  theifc 
horfcs,  while  Lefzeck  aloiie  launched  with  velo- 
tity  to  the  pillar  that  fetved  as  a  boundary  to  the 
courfe>  and  at  which  he  arrived  in  a  few  mo- 
ments. The  people  had  already  proclaimed  hini 
for  their  king^  when  the  unknown  youth  who 
had  difcovered  the  artifice,  and  advanced  to  the 
barrier  foon  aftef  Lefzeck,  had  the  courage  td 
tonteft  his  pretenfions  with  him,  by  dilcloiing  thfe 
fraud.  The  dilhonourable  expedient  pradlifed  by 
the  Polilh  lord  being  rendered  Evident,  all  his 
rivals  over  whortl  he  nad  triumphed  rofe  dgainft 
him  with  an  air  of  indignation ;  the  exaiperated 
people  condemned  him  to  die  on  the  fpot,  and 
by  the  eiFe6t  of  a  ftrange  caprice,  which  however 
Was  worthy  of  a  confufed  multitude,  they  imme- 
diately crowned  the  informer. 

The  Poles  wet-e  happy  under  the  gorern- 
ttieht  of  this  new  prince,  to  whom  they  gavd 
the  appellation  of  Leszko  II.  a  name  then 
fcommon  among  this  people.  He  repelled  the 
enemies  of  the  ftate,  ana  carried  the  war  into 
the  heart  of  their  country.  The  Bohemians  and 
Moravians  were  made  fenfiblc  of  the  profperity 
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that  attended  his  arms^  and  ht  was  either  feareJ 
or  i^fpedted  by  all  the  neighboaring  nations.  Not 
a  warrior  only,  he  poiTefred  all  the  virtues  of  a 
great  prince.  Ment  was  always  rewarded  in  his 
re^n ;  he  approved  himfelf  the  father  and  proi^ 
le^or  of  his  people^  and'never  iuftered  his  origi- 
nal condition  to  be  eraied  from  his  remembrance. 
To  iecure  himfelf  from  all  impreffions  of  pride, 
indeed,  it  is  laid  he  caufed  the  defpicable  habit 
he  wore  before  the  Poles  arrayed  him  with  the 
royal  purple,  to  be  conftantly  carried  before  him 
in  all  public  ceremonials. 

Some  authors  have  thought  that  Leszko  II. 
was  defeated  by  Charlemagne,  and  that  he 
iofi  his  life  in  a  combat  with  one  of  the  fons  of 
that  emperor.  But  however  that  may  be,  he  was 
ilicceeded  by  his  fon  Les^&ico  III.  who  fupport- 
ed  by  his  virtue  his  own  reputation  and  that  of 
his  ^ther.  When  he  had  conquered  a  band  of 
rebels,  who  made  an  infurredlion.  in  Poland,  he 
^affifted  his  neighbours  who  were  invaded  by  the 
Greeks ;  and  the  fuccours  he  afforded  them  were 
fo  powerful,  that  Pannonia  was  indebted  to  him 
for  the  liberty  it  afterwards  enjoyed.  This  prince 
had  only  one  legitimate  fen,  named  Popiel;  but 
a  great  number  of  natural  fons,  whom  he  inveft- 
cd  with  the  Ibvereignty  of  feveral  provinces, 
which  they  were  to  hold  as  homagers  to  tlie 
crown  of  roland,  and  to  their  brother,  who  af- 
cended  the  throne  after.  Leszko's  death,  by  the 
unanimous  confent  of  the  nobility. 

PopiEi*  1.  was  a  pacific  prince,  deftitute  of 
all  ambition*  He  never  had  recourfe  to  arms> 
but  with  a  view  to  defend  his  frontiors ;  and,  con- 
fining himfelf  to  tlie  adminiftration  of  the  inte- 
rior parts  of  his  kingdom,  he  enjoyed  a  repofe  to 
which  he  was  naturally  devoted.    He  transferred 
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the^t  o^  his  emphne  frcmi  Cracow  to  Gnefna, 
and  from  this  laft  city  to  Cnifvicii,  or  Crufwick> 
a  village  in  Cujavia,  which  he  had  newly  founded^ 
tod  which  at  pfelent  is  only  ktiown  by  its  ancient 
tcput&tion.     .  ^ 

The  minority  df  his  ibn  Popiel  IL  was 
^^afled  without  any  commotions,  by  virtue  of  the 
prudent  adminiAration  of  the  uncles  of  the  young 
prince*  But  they  received  a  very  uhfuitable  com-* ' 
penfation  for  their  fcrviccs,  and  were  treated  with 
the  bafell  ingratitude  by  tlieir  ibvefeign  when  he 
entered  upon  his  majority.  JFJe  was  born  with  a 
malignant  difpofition,  which  was  unfortunately 
chenihcd  by  the  artifices  of  an  ambitious  woman, 
who  left  nothing  unattempted  to  remove  his  un- 
cles from  him,  and  at  lafl  accomplifbed  theic 
definition.  The  weak  and  voluptuous  prince 
fuffered  himlelf  to  be  the  more  eafily  wrought 
upon  by  her  iniinuations,  becaufe  the  remon- 
ihances  he  had  received  from  his  uncles,  on  the 
fubje6t  of  his  unmanly  behaviour,  became  infup- 
portable  to  him*  He  pretended,  therefore,  to  be 
mdifpofed,  and,  under  the  pretext  of  engaging 
their  attendance  at  court,  inhumatily  caufed  a 
poifoned  cup,  which  he  had  prepared  for  that 
purpofe,  to  he  prefented  to  each  of  them  at  ^ 
banquet. 

Popiel  endeavoured  to  palliate  this  deteflable 
action,  by  creating  a  belief  that  he  had  only  pre- 
vented their  pernicious  defigns,  and  extinguimed 
a  formidable  confpiracy  which  they  had  formed 
&gainft  his  life  and^  crown.  He  even  refufed  to 
permit  the  laft  offices  to  be  rendered  them,  and 
extended  his  inhumanity  beyond  death  itielf.  But 
thefe  disfigured  remains  of  his  uncles  produced 
the  juft  avengers  of  his  crimes.  An  army  of  rats> 
if  we  may  credit  fome  hiftorians/  rofe  from  the 
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|)utrefa6Hon  of  the  dead  bodies,  and  rnarche<f  t<r 
the  very  throne,  in  order  to  execute  the  juftice  o€ 
Heaven  on  Popiel,  his  confort,  and  childrerf; 
slnd  it  was  impofllble  to  chafe  them  away,  eithef 
by  arms,  or  fire,  or  water.  The  whole- royal  fk- 
imly  are  faid  to  have  become  the  prey  of  thcle 
avenging  animals. 

The  fubj^As  of  Poptel  alfo  were  pnniflied  for 
{lis  offence,  but  the  mode  of  their  chaflifemcnt  i  j 
much  more  credible  than  that  of  their  prince^ 
After  Popiel's  death,  Poland,  being  deflitute  of  £t 
chief,  became  the  theatre  of  a  moll  fanguinary  war. 
The  nobility,  difunited  among  themfelves,  con- 
tributed to  the  deftrudlron  of  tlie  fl:ate  by  their 
divilions.  Different  factions  were  daily  promoted, 
and  the  weakcft  became  a  prey  to  the  moft  po- 
tent. The  enemies  of  the  nation  improved  thefe 
diforders  to  their  own  advantage,  and  foon  ap- 
peared in  the  field,  with  a  refolution  to  crulh  the 
vidlorious  as  well  as  the  vanquilhed. 

The  nobility,  however,  were  more  affeft- 
ed  by  the  apprehenfions  of  a  foreign  war,  than 
with  all  the  horrors  of  civil  commotions.  A  re- 
gard to  the  general  welfare  reunited  them  againft 
the  common  enemy,  and  extinguilhed  their  par- 
'ticnlar  divilions.  But  the  ftate  of  affairs  at  that 
time  required  a  prince  capable  of  making  his  au- 
thority refpedled,  in  order  to  alfociate  thefe  chiefs^, 
who  were  independent  of  one  another,  and  who 
were  equally  ambitious  to  command  the  army* 
Several  aflemblies  had  been  held  for  the  ele6lion 
o(  a  fovereign^.  but  they  had  always  proved  in-- 
efietftual. 

The  deputies  of  the  nation  had  aflembled  at 
Crufvicia  for  a  confiderable  time,  withsut  being, 
able  to  agree  in  their  choice  of  a  prince.  The 
great  number  of  people  whom  the  ele6lion  had 
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dr^wn  together  in  that  city  created  at  length 
fuch  a  fcarcity  of  provifions,  that  the  lords  them- 
ielves  were  left  deftitute  of  a  fupply.  In  this  ex- 
treme •  neceflity,  an  inhabitant  of  the  country 
received  them  in  his  fuftic  cot,  entertained  them 
"With  a  frugal  repaft,  and  dilplayed  a  founA  judg- 
ment, an  honeft  and  humane  heart,  abilities  fu- 
perior  to  his  condition,  a  refolute  mind,  and  a 
love  for  his  country,  which  thefe  madmen  did  not 
feel  in  their  own  breafts.  Ambitious  men,  who 
themfelves  defpair  of  governing,  chtflfe  rather  to 
iubmit  to  a  third  perlon,  who  has  not  entered 
into  the  competition,  than  to  obey  a  rival.  In 
the  prefent  cafe,  they  determined  in  favour  of 
virtue ;  and  by  this  means  repaired,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  the  mifcniefs  they  had  occalioned  by  their 
contefts  for  the  throne.  Piast,  therefore,  wM 
chofeil  king*- 


SECT.      IL 

SOVEREIGNS  OF  THE  FAMILY  OP  1>IAST4 

840.  According  to  various  accounts,  Piarf 
moved  in  the  humble  walk  of  a  wheelwright,  or  i 
peafant.  Modern  pride  may  flirink  back  at  t^l^ftale, 
but  if  innate  worth  and  extraordinary  talents  lift- 
ed Piaft  to  the  fovereignty,  the  philofophic  mind 
will  contemplate  his  elevation  with  pleafore,  anA 
draw  an  analogy  no  way  favourable  to  hereditary 
vice  or  imbecility.  Piaft  lived  to  a  very  advanced 
age,  and  his  reign  was  fo  aulpicious,  that  ever/ 

•  The  credulous  Dlugoffius  believes  and  alTerts^  that  twor 
0ng€is  in  human  forms  were  entertained  by  Piaft  in  his  cot,'  and 
manifefted  their  gratitude  for  his  hofpitality  by  miraculoafl/ 
fraciiiing  for  him  the  crown  of  Poland, 
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native  Pole  who  has  fince  been  ele<fted  to  tfi« 
throne,  or  has  even  been  a  candidate  for  the  crown^ 
has  been  called  a  Piail. 

.  This  excellent  monarch  was  (ucceeded  in  hid 
virtues  and  his  dignity  by  his  fon  Zi^mqvitus, 
who  by  his  valour  and  jufUce^  during  a  reign  o£ 
32  years^  enlarged  the  dukedom;  and  though 
the  government  was  not  hereditary^  yet  after  his 
death  he  wa^  iucceeded  by  his  fon  Leszko,  whoie 
merits  did  not  difgrace  the  exemplary  virtues  of 
his  ancefiors. 

Zemomislaus  ion  of  Lefzko  was  in  like  man* 
ner  raiied  to  the  dukedom,  and  made  as  good  ^  , 
ufe  of  his  power,  which,  at  his  death  in  964,  de» 
volved  on  his  fon  Micislaus  I.  who  was  bpm 
blind,  but  obtained  his  fight  in  the  feventh  year 
of  his  age. 

965.  Before  the  acccflion  of  this  prince,  the 
Poles  had  not  embraced  Chriftianity ;  but  Micif- 
laus  having  married  feveral  wives,  without  deriving" 
offspring  from  either ;  fome  Chrifiian  monks  per- 
fuaded  him  to  renounce  the  errors  of  paganifm, 
and  marry  a  Chriftian  princefs,  Dabrowka,  daugh« 
tcr  of  Boleflaus  duke  of  Bohemia.  He  tried  the 
experiment,  and  it  fucceeded;  but  he  is  repre- 
fented  by  the  mofl  undoubted  authorities  as  a 
bigoted,  prieft-ridden  prince. 

From  his  reign,  Poland  began  to  be  connedled 
with  Germany;  and  the  writers  of  that  country 
as  well  as  thole  of  Denmark  and  Sweden,  will  be 
found  to  furnilh  piuch  information  on  Poliih  af- 
fairs anterior  to  the  exiftence  of  native  hlftorians. 

999.  At  the  demife  of  Miciflaus,  the  title  of 
duke  was  aboliihed,  and  his  fon  BolesLACs 
CROBftAY,  or  Chabry,  who  united  in  his  own 
perfon  all  the  heathen  and  military  Chriftian  vir- 
tues, affumcd  the  government,  and  was  recog- 
nifed  as  King  by  the  German  emperor  Ofho  III. 
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and  the  pope*  Having  conquered  Bohemia  and 
lMoi2L\\B,^  Boleflaus  carried  his  vidtorious  armi 
againft  the  Ruffians,  and  was  ftill  liicccfsfuL 
From  Ruffia  he  marched  into  Saxony,  which  he 
conquered,  together  with  Pomerania  and  Praffia, 
and  made  them  tributary  to  Poland. 

Having  at  length  iubdued  all  his  enemies,  he 
took  meafurds  for  fecuring  to  his  people  the  fruit 
of  his  viftories:  Sedulous  to  regulate  the  admi- 
niflration  in  the  interior  parts  of  his  kingdom, 
he  made  laws,  and  employed  his  mofl  earneft  en- 
deavours to  create  obedience  to  them.  Unambi- 
tious however  of  exclulive  power,  he  inftituted  a 
council  of  twelve  noblamen  to  affift  in  the  go- 
vernment, and  the  whole  nation  enjoyed  profound 
peace  during  the  remainder  of  his  reign. 

1025.  Boleflaus  the  Great  died  after  a  reigrt  of 
25  years;  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Micis- 
i,AUS  II.  but  the  death  of  Boleflaus  was  a  fignal 
to  a  general  commotion;  the  Rufl[ians,  Pruffians, 
Moravians,  and  Saxons  fell  at  once  upon  Poland, 
to  free  themfelves  from  the  tribute  which  had 
been  impofed  upon  them ;  nor  had  Miciflaus,  as 
far  as  we  can  leiam,  either  the  courage  to  fup- 
port  a  war,  or  the  capacity  neceflary  for  conduA-. 
ing  it  with  fuccefs.  After  a  weak  gdvernmenti 
therefore,  of  nine  years,  he  died  of  a  frenzy, 
March  15,  1034,  equally  defpifed  ifor  his  folly 
and  detefted  for  his  vices. 

The  contempt,  indeed,  which  the  people  had 
entertained  for  Miciflaus,  was  extended  even  to 
his  foil  Cafimir,  and  apprehenfive  lefl:  he  fliould 
devote  himfelf  to  the  fame  vices,  and  prove  as 
flagitious  as  his  father,  the  lords  conceived  it 
proper  to  lufpend  his  eleflion  and  coronation,' 
though  without  excluding  him  entirely  from  the 
throne.     During  his  minority,  the  admihiftration 
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of  affairs  was  configned  to  Rixa,  the  mothei*  bt 
the  young  prince^  and  the  daughter  of  Godfrey 
Count  Palatine  of  the  Rhine.  -  But  the  regent 
loon  exalperatcd  the  people  by  her  imperious 
conduct,  and  her  unjuft  preference  of  the  Ger- 
inans  to  the  Poles.  The  people  were  overwhelmed 
with  exa6tions;  the  adminiftration  of  affairs  was 
in  the  hands  oi  flrangers,  who  alone  difpofed  6^* 
every  thing.  In  vain  were  remonftrantes  made 
la  her,  flie  refufed  to  hear,  and  treated  thofe  wh<i 
came  to  offer  them  with  a  proud  contempt. 

This  inflexibility  at  laft  diffolved  the  fcebld 
1>ands  that  united  the  Poles  to  their  Sovereign* 
'The  regent  was  banifhed,  and  obliged  to  fcek  an 
^ylum  out  of  the  Polifh  dominions.  She  car- 
Jricd  with  her,  however,  thofe  immenlc  trcafures 
which  had  been  acquired  by  the  viftories  of  Bo- 
teflaus  the  Great,  and  placed  herfclf,  and  hei' 
Ion,  Under  the  protection  of  the  emperor.  This 
Jprince  gave  them  an  honourable  reception,  and 
promifcd  them  a  fpeedy  vengeance.  He  even 
tauied  troops  to  advance  to  the  fi-ontiers  of  Po- 
land, but  it  was  rather  with  a  view  to  fave  ap- 
|)earances,  th^n  to  employ  any  efforts  fufRcient 
to  re-efiablifh  Cafimir  on  the  throne  of  his 
fethcn 

An  uttei*  anarchy  now  fucceedcd,  attended 
With  adls  of  the  moft  fhocking  barbarity  and  vilr^ 
lany.  Young  Cafimir  had  been  driven  out  of 
Poland^  and  the  countrj^  was  over-i*un  with  fo- 
reign cn^xiies.  The  Poles  applied  for  afliflance 
to  the  popes,  whofe  credit  was  then  very  high ; 
ihcy  indeed  took  the  largeffes  of  the  Poles  with 
one  hand,  and  thofe  of  their  enemies  with  the 
other,  and  promifed  both,  but  kept  faith  with 


neither* 
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The  Polifli  nqbility  united,  at  lengthy  to  confi-> 
der  of  fome  expedient  for  the  fuppreffion  of  thefe 
jdilbrders.  All  acknowledged  that  a  prince  was 
neceffary  for  Poland,  but  theif  views  were  diffe- 
rent with  refpcift  to  the  choice.  Some  gave  their 
fuffrage  for  a  neighbouring  prince,  pthers  declar- 
ed in  favour  either  of  themfelves,  or  fome  lord  of 
the  kingdom  c  but  the  greateft  number  of  them, 
iupported  by  the  archbilhop  of  Gnefna,  were  of 
opinion,  that  it  would  be  neceffary  to  recall  Ca- 
iimir,  who,  as  they  difcovered,  had  received 
the  monadic  habit  in  the  abbey  of  Clugni.  Ca- 
siMiR  obtained  leave  from  the  pope  to  mount  his 
father's  throne,  and  to  reflore  Poland  to  order 
and  government. 

Though  certainly  a  bigot  to  the  church  of 
Rome,  to-  which  he  made  too  great  and  humilir 
.ating  conceffions,  yet  Calimir  I.  manifefted  great 
courage  and  abilities  in  governing,  and  left  his 
kingdom  in  a  very  prosperous  ftate  in  1058.  The 
truth  is,  the  Poles  were  at  that  time  fabjefts  tp 
the  fee  of  Rome,  and  their  kings  were  little  mom 
than  fubftitutes  to  the  Popes,  to  whom,  as  it  ap- 
pears, they  paid  an  annual  tribute. 

1056.  Cafimir  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Bo- 
LESLAUS  II.  who  three  years  after  added  Red 
Ruflia  to  Poland,  by  marrying  the  princefs  Wi£^ 
zeflava,  heirefs  of  that  duchy.     He  re-conqfuered 

freat  part  of  the  territory  that  had  been  acquired 
y  Bo!  jflaus  the  Great,  and  loft  agaiii  by  Micif- 
laus;  conquered  Kiovia ;  and  at  length,  by  his 
great  actions  againft  the  Bohemians,,  Pruffians, 
Ruffians,  and  Hungarians,  obtained  the  name  of 
The  Bold.  "       ■    ■  . 

After  a  life  paffed  in  achieving  the  moft  fplen- 
did  victories,  however,  Boleflaus  funk  into  luxu- 
ry, and  Ipent  his  time  in  the  countries  he  had 
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conquered  (particularly  in  Kiow,  then  one.  of  the 
moft  luxurious  cities  in  the  world  on  the  banks 
of  the  Bor}'fthenes)  furrounded  by  a  nun^erous 
court  and  powerful  army. 

The  abfence  of  the  Poles  from  their  wives  on 
this  occafion  is  faid,  to  have  united  the  latter  in 
the  horrid  defign  of  railing  their  Haves  and  fer- 
vants  to  their  beds.  At  the  return  of  the  Poles  a 
defperate  battle  enfued^  in  which  the  women 
fought  by  the  fides  of  their  lovers^  and  Poland, 
again  was  deluged  with  blood.  The  ladies  apd 
their  ignoble  gallants  at  laft  were  fubdu^d;  but 
Bolcfl^s  became  a  complete  tyrant;  he  lane- 
tioried  the  aflaffination  of  fevcral  members  of  the 
dergy,  and  the  acme  of  his  crimes  was  the  mur^ 
der  of  the  Bilhop  of  Cracow;  for  which  the 
thunder  of  the  Vatican  drove  him  from  his  king* 
dom,  and  he  died  in  the  moll  abjeA  flate.  of 
poverty ;  as  fome  authors  afHrm,  in  the  ilation  of 
cook  to  a  monkery  in  Carinthia^  while  others 
alTert  that  he  was  killed  as  he  was  hunting  in  the 
forefts  of  Hungary. 

In  1082  the  pope,  after  much  folicitation,  per- 
mitted the  Poles  to  e\c6i  Ladislaus^  brother  of 
the  former  monarch,  for  their  fovereign,  but 
without  the  title  of  king.  His  reign  however 
was  a  period  of  trouble^i  and  ended  with  his  life 
in  iioj. 

BoLEsi/Aug  III.  fon  and  fuccelTor  of  LadiAaus^ 
was  one  of  the  moll  warlike  princes  of  the  age. 
He  defeated  the  emperor  Henry  V.  and  is  faid  to 
have  been  prefent  in  forty-feven  pitched  battles. 
Entering,  however,  into  a  war  with  the  Ruffians, 
they  defeated  him,  and  the  dilgrace  is  faid  to 
liave  affei^ed  him  ib  much  that  it  brought  him  to 
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T139.  Before  his  death,  Boleflaus  had  divided 
^he  kingdom  among  four  of  his  fons,  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  fifth,  Calimir,  who  was  then  in  his 
infancy:  but  this  will  was  fet  alide  by  the  eldeft, 
Labislaus,  the  fecond  of  that  name,  who,  ant-^ 
mated  by  his  lewd  and  ambitious  wife  Chriftina, 
aifumcd  the  exclufive  government  of  the  ftate. 
.  After  a  turbulent  reign,  however,  this  flagitious 
prince  was  depofed  and  driven  into  Germany. 

In  X 146,  BotESLAUS  IV,  brother  to  the  laft  duke 
(for  as  yet  the  pope  had  not  lufFcred  the  regal  ti- 
tle to  be  refumcd)  governed  Poland,  and,  proving 
a  mild  and  amiable  prince,  affigned  to  his  exiled 
brother  the  province  of  3ilefia,  which  faa$  ever 
fince  been  difincmbered  from  Poland. 

During  this  reigil,  the  rage  of  crufading  pre- 
vailed in  £urope,  and. Henry,  brother  of  the 
reigning  duke,  made  a  campaign  in  the  Holy 
Land^  from  which  he  returned  with  the  lofs  of 
almoft  all  the  army  that  attended  him. 

Taking  an  infamous  advantago  of  this  deduc** 
tion  from  the  forces  of  the  Polifh  monarch,  the 
exiled  Ladiilaus,  and  his  wife  Chriftinbay  who,  as 
have  juft  obferved,    had  by  the  generofity    of 
the  reigning  brother  been  invefted  with  the  &- 
vereignty  of  Sileiia,  perfuaded  the  emperor  Fre- 
deric Barbarofla  to  invade  Poland.    The  imperial 
army,  in  this  treacherous  attempt^   was  ruined, 
but  an  accommodation  fucceeded,  and  Boleilaus 
acquired  leifuie  to  turn  his  arms  againA  the  Ruf- 
fians, under  the  pious  pretence  of  their  being 
ftill  heathens.     His  troops  were  every  where  de- 
feated, the  remainder  of  his  reign  was  chequered 
wth  good  and  bad  fortune,  and  Boleflaus  died 
on  the  30th  Oftober  1173. 

1174.  The  next  fovereign  that  Poland  receiv-r 
$i  w^  MiciSLAUs  l]lf  but  tl^^  relation  he  bore 
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to  the  former  duke,  or  the  title  by  which  he 
claimed  or  obtained  the  fiipremacy,  hiftorj'  has 
failed  to  record.  Miciflaus  III.  fumamed  tie  Old 
on  account  of  the  wifdom  he  diicovered  in  his 
early  youth,  made  it  evident,  that  proiperity  can 
change  the  heart.  Poland  was  in  expcdation  of 
happy  times  under  the  reign  of  a  prince  who 
had  always  appeared  equitable  and  prudent,  but 
he  di&ppointed  the  hopes  of  the  people  whofe 
aifie6Hon  had  railed  him  to  the  throne  in  oppo- 
iition  to  many  parties  that  had  been  formed  ta 
his  prejudice,  and  he  became  a  tyrant  the  mo- 
ment he  ceaied  to  be  a  fubjecl. 

The  confequencc  may  be  anticipated :  Micif- 
Jaus  was  depofed. 

1 177.  Casimir  II.  his  brother,  who  fuccceded, 
was  a  wiie  and  valiant  prince,  and  obtained  tho 
honourable  appellative  of  The  Juft.  But  bis  owq 
virtues,  eminent  as  they  really  were,  were  incom- 
petent to  fecure  to  him  a  reign  of  peace;  the  infi- 
dious  arts  of  his  turbulent  brother  and  his  other 
relations  perpetually  diiiurbed  the  tranquillity 
of  his  kingdom,  and  defeated  the  (alutary  mea- 
lures  which  the  benevolence  of  his  nature  in- 
clined him  to  accord  to  the  happine^  of  hi^ 
people. 

Yet  the  virtues  of  Caftmir  fo  endearec)  his  me- 
mory to  the  Poles,  that  at  his  death  in  1194,  hia 
fon  Leck  was  raifed  to  the  ^u'cal  chair,  not- 
withftanding  all  the  intriguer  of  his  depofed 
uncle  Miciflaus. 

1 202.  The  reftlefs  and  ambitious  Miciflaus  at 
lafl^  procured  the  depofition  of  his  nephew,  and 
his  own  re-efrablifliment  on  the  tiirone.  But  tlie 
dignity  which  villany  had  thus  acquired,  tlie 
juilice  of  Heaven  prevented  bis  long  retaining,! 
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an^  he  ^as  fucceeded  in  1 203  by  his  ion  Ladis- 
LAUS  III.  who  died  in  a  few  days. 

The  Pcrfilh  hiftory  about  this  period  is  rery 
dark  and  doubtful;  all  wc  can  learn  with  certJiin- 
\y  is,  that  in  the  year  1206,  Leck  wks  rcilored  to 
the  throne ;  but  his  reign  was  a  continued  feries 
of  foreign  invafions  and  domeftic  troubles^ 

Poland,  in  Ihort,  became  now  a  jwey  to  the 
Tartars.  Leck  had  a  brother  Conrade,  who,  to 
keep  himfelf  in  pofTeiiion  of  Mafovia  and  Guja- 
via,  called  the  knights  of  the  Teutonic  order  to 
his  affiflance  againft  the  Pruffianls,  by  which 
meafure  that  order  became  pofTefTed  of  the  Polifli 
Pruffia.  The  fa<5l  Was,  that  the  Pruffians  being 
at  that  time  pagans,  and  the  holy  fee  claiming  a 
right  to  difpofe  of  all  pagan  countries,  the  pope 
affigned  Pruffia  to  the  Teutonic  knights  for  the 
Jcrvic^  thej"  had  performed  in  the  holy  wars; 

In  1242  we  find  Boleslaus  V.  fon  of  Leck, 
in  poflelfion  of  Poland.  His  whole  reign  was 
occupied  in  wars  with  the  Tartars,  Ruffians,  and 
Lithuanians;  as  was  that  of  his  coufin  Leck, 
who  fucceeded  him  in  the  year  laSo. 

On  the  death  of  this  latter  prince  in  1289,  long 
fad  turbulent  difputes  appear  to  have  happened 
a^ut  the  fucceffion,  which  at  laft  devolved  upon 
Premislaus,  a  powerful  Polilh  lord,  who,  to  re- 
vive the  glory  and  fpirit  of  his  fubjedls,  tefumti 
the  title  a/  king^  June  26,   1295. 

Premiflaus,  however,  after  a  reign  of  only  fix 
ihonths  and  eleven  days,  was  depofed  by  the  king 
of  Bohemia,  and  flain  by  conipirators. 

In  1296,  Ladislaus  IV.  fumamed  The  Littky 

was  nominated  king  of  Poland ;  but  being  foon 

dethroned,  the  crown  was  given  to  Weijceslaus, 

king  of  Bohemia.     The  Bohemian  government, 

^  however,  food  proving  utterly  difagreeable  to  the 

II  Poles, 
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Poles,  Wcnccflans  was  quickly  driven  from  the 
throne,  and  Ladislavs  IV.  reftored. 

After  this  event,  Ladiflaus  carried  on  a  long 
and  bloody  war  againft  the  knights  of  the  Teuto- 
nic order,  who  were  headed  by  the  marqtils  of 
Brandenburg.  In  the  end  fhey  were  'defeated^ 
and  the  refidue  of  his  reign  was  glorious. 

1333.  The  fon  of  I^diflaus,  Casimir  III. 
furnamed  ^he  Great ^  facceeded  to  the  throne  of 
Poland*  The  Polifli  hiftorians  dwell  with  An- 
gular complacency  upon  his  reign,  as  the  moil: 
glorious  and  happy  period  of  their  biiJory ;  and 
record  with  peculiar  pleafure  the  virtues  and  abi- 
lities of  this  great  and  amiable  mcmarch:  nor  are 
their  praifes  the  echoes  of  flattery,  for  they  were 
moftly  written  fubfequent  to  his  death,  whe» 
another  family  was  ieated  upon  the  throne.  In 
perufing  the  reign  of  Calimir,^  we  can  hardly  be- 
lieve that  we  are  reading  the  hiftory  of  the  fove- 
leign  of  a  barbarous  people  in  the  beginning  of 
the  fourteenth  century :  it  feems  as  if,  by  the 
afcendancy  of  his  fuperior  genius,  iie  had  antici- 
pated the  knowledge  and  improvements  of  the 
fucceeding  and  more  enlightened  periods. 
.  From  the  moment  of  his  acceffion  his  firfl  care 
was  to  fecure'  his  kingdom  againft  foreign  ene- 
mies r  with  this  view  he  attacked  the  knights  of 
the  Teutonic  order,  with  whom  Poland  had  long 
been  in  an  almoft  continual  ftate  of  warfare, 
and  obliged  them  to  purchafe  a  peace  by  the  ccf- 
fion  of  Culm  and  Cujavia,  which  they  had 
wrellcd  from  his  father:  he  then  reduced  Red 
Ruffia;  and  annexed  the  duchy  of  Mafovia  to 
the  dominions  of  -  Poland.  By  tliefe  acquifitions- 
be  not  only  extended  the  frontiers  of  his  empire, 
but  rendered  his  dominions  lefs  liable  to  fuddca 
invalions.      But  thefe  great  fuccefles  were  not 

able 
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afele  to  excite  in  his  brcaft  Ac  fatal  Ipirit  of  mili- 
tary enterprize;  he  always  confidered  war  as  a 
matter  of  neceflity,  not  of  choice,  and  as  the 
ifieans  of  fafety  rather  than  of  glory.  Having 
ftcured  his- frontiers,  as  well  by  his  vidlories  as 
by 'treaties  with  the  neighbouring  powers,  he 
turned  his  whole  attention  to  the  interior  admi* 
ttiftration  of  his  kingdom;  he  built  feveral  towns, 
enlarged  and  beautified  others:  fo  that  Dlugof- 
iius,  who  wrote  in  the  following  century,  lays  of 
him,  •*  Poland  is  indebted  to  Cafimir  for  the 
*^  greateft  part  of  her  chutches,  palaces,  fortreffes^ 
'^  and  towns;"  adding,  in  allufion  to  a  fimilar 
chara<fter  given  of  Auguftus  Caefar,  **  that  he 
^*  found  Poland  of'wood,  and  left  her  of  mar- 
*^  Me.*^  He  patronized  letters;  founded  the 
academy  of  Cracow;  promoted  induftry,  and 
encouraged  trade;  elegant  in  his  manners,  and 
magnificent  in  his  court,  he  was  oeconomical 
without  meanneis,  and  liberal  without  prodi- 
gality. 

Calimit,  too,  was  the  great  legiflator  of  Po- 
land: finding  his  country  without  any  written 
laws,  he  reviiewed  all  the  ufages  and  cufioms ;  and 
digefted  them,  with  fome  additions,  into  a  regu- 
lar code,  which  he  ordered  to  be  publilhed.  He 
iimpUfied  and  improved  the  courts  of  juftice;  he 
was  eafy  of  accefs  to  the  meanefi:  as  well  as  the 
higheft  of  his  fubjeds,  and  folicitous  to  relieve 
the  peafants  from  the  ijppreiEons  of  the  nobility: 
fuch  indeed  was  the  tendemefs  he  Ihewed  to  that 
injured  clafs  of  men,  and  fo  many  were  the  pri- 
vileges which*  he  conferred  upon  them,  th^t  the 
nobles  ufed  to  call  him  out  of  derifion,  R^x  Rufti- 
cDrumy  the  king  of  the  peafants;  perhaps  themoft 
noble  appellation  that  ever  was  beftowed  upon  a 
Ibvcreign,  and  far  to  be  preferred  to  the  titles  of 
H  %  magnificent 
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ma^ficent  and  goei^V  wluch  haye  h^m  Ho  9^^ 
lavifhed  rather  upon  tlip  per£bcutors  tV^n  the  be^ 
ne£^<5tors  of  msu^incji.   Hmnan  na^ture,  hQwever, 
ie  never  perfect;   C^fimir  wa^  not  without  h» 
failings:  volnptuaw  andfe^fua}^  1^  pnipied  ther 
pleaiiires  of  the  table  to  intemperanpe;   ^nd  hia 
inordwate  paflion  i^i;  women  led  hm  into  fQipoe 
anions,   iaaconiifient  \i^Lth  the  general  tenof  of 
honour  and  integrity  which  diilingu;^ihea  hi»  ^^« 
i?a<fter.    Butthefe  defeats  influenced  chiefly  hi^ 
private,  not  his  pTjblip  deportn^ent ;    or,  to  ufe- 
the  expre^io^  of  piugp^us,  thp  Polifli  Hiftonw^ 
his  private  failings  were  redeemed  by  his  pub|ia 
virtues :  and  it  is  allo\yed  by  all^  that  no  foveiieiga 
inore  cox^fult^d  tlie  hapginefs  of  his  fubje^iis,  or 
was  n^pre  beloved  at  home  and  id|>e^ed  abro9<^« 
After  a  long  reign  of  fbrtv  years  he  was  thrower, 
firom  his  horfe  as  he  was  nnnting;  and  died  ^ffa^ 
a  ihort  Ulnefs  in  the  6oth  year  of  his  age,  carry^ 
ing  with  him  to  the  grave  th6  regrei  of  hjs  fub- 
jccls,  and  a  claim  to  the  veneration  of  pofferity. 

Had  Cafimir  been  fucceeded  by  a  line  of  he- 
reditary monarchs,  'A  is  probable  (hat  the  borons* 
would  never  have  recovered  their  former  ,&fixx^ 
dancy,  and  tliat  tlie  feudal  fyftem  woi|14>  hav^ 
been  gradually  annihilated  in  Pofand  as  in  other 
parts  of  Europa  He  died  in  1370  wit^Qut  iflu^;: 
and  with  him  ended  the  race  of  Piafl  ip  t^  rnalw 
line. 


SECT.    III. 

SOVEREIGNS  OF  THE  FA3^ILY  OF  JXQUMXOVk. 

1 3  70.  Lewis  king  of  Hungary,  nephew  to  Caff^ 
mir  by  his  lifter,  fucceeded  him  in  the  throng  of  Pb- 
land ;  but  being  a  foreigner^  he  was  given  to  undef- 
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fiftlld  fhat  the  fecurity  of  his  reign  depended  on 
Wi  ftibntitting  to  feveral  liitiititiotis  and  reftraintt 
on  the  Wyal  prerogatives;  tlie  kings  of  Poland, 
having  till  this  period  been  abfolutc  monarchs. 
King  of  Hungary  as  well  as  of  Pbland,  however, 
thfc  partiality  of  Lewis  for  the  Hungarians'  was 
fuch  as  fpeedily  rendered  the  latter  kingdom  a 
&ene  of  perpetual  bloodfhed  and  robbery.  Fo- 
reign invalions  and  rebellions  fuccceded,  but  the 
p6wer  df  Lewis  prevailed  over  all,  and  he  oblig- 
ed the  Poles  to  ele6t  in  his  life-time  Sigifiriond, 
narquis  of  Brandenburg,  for  his  liicceffor. 

At  the  death  of  Lewis,  however,  in  1382,  the 
l^^les,  on  the  plea  tf  its  having  been  obtained 
by  confiraint,  fet  afide  -Ae  fucceffion  of  Sigif- 
gtkondy  who  woald  probably  have  been  formida- 
We,  as  be  mull  have  been  inimical,  to  their  newly- 
acquired  immxmities;  and  catae  to  a  refolution  to 
offer  their  crown  to  Hedwiga  princefs  of  Hun- 
gary, tod  fecond  daughter  of  the  deceafed  mo- 
narch, provided  fhe  would  efpoufe  a  prince 
whom  tbe  Poles  fliould  approve,  and  who  fliould 
be  obliged  ib  refide  in  the  kingdom. 

Some  time  after  this  ttanfaftion,  Sernovit  duke 
of  Mafovia  was  chofe'n  by  the  ftates  to  eipoufe 
the  queen;  but  Elizabeth  emprefs  of  Hungary, 
alidmbtherof  Hedwiga,  would  not  accept  him 
f&t  a  Ibn-iii-law,  and  her  intrigues  were  fo  pfe- 
i^alent,  that  his  eledtion  yras  rendered  inef-^ 
featial. 

1385.  Hedwiga,  therefore,  fet  oilt  for  PolaM, 
v/htfc  Ihe  wa^  received  with'  the  a^cclamations  of 
rfllhWfubjefts;  and  fcarcely  Were  the  ceremonials 
of  het  coronation  completed,  when  Jaghellon, 

freat  duke  of  Lithuania,  fent  a  magnificent  cnl- 
afTy  to  demand  the  queen  in  marriage.      He 
propofed  to  embrace  the  Chriftian  religion,  and 
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to  employ  his  utmoft  endeavours  for  the  conver- 
lion  of  lus  fubjedls ;  he  likewife  engaged  to  re- 
leafe  the  Chrifiian  flaves^  particularly  the  Poliih, 
and  to  incorporate  for  ever  Lithuania,  Samogitia, 
and  his  Ruluan  territories,  with  the  kingdom  of 
Poland;  laftly,  he  undertook,  to  re-conquer 
Pomerania,  and  the  territory  of  Culm,  together 
with  Silefia,  and  all  the  other  dominions  which 
had  been  ufurped  from  Poland. 

Bythefe  advantageous  offers  Jaghellon  eafily 
obtained  his  defire :  the  queen  of  Hungary  ap- 
proved his  alliance,  and  left  the  tranfa6tion  of  the 
whole  affair  to  the  prudence  of  the  Poliih  nobi- 
lity, who  immediately  complied  with  the  duke  of 
Lithuania's  demand;  but  they  a6led  in  this  par- 
ticular without  confulting  the  heart  of  the  young 
queen,  who  entertained  a  paffion  for  William 
duke  of  Aullria,  to  whom  flie  had  been  pro- 
mifed  by  king  Lewis  her  father ;  and  ihe  only 
conlidered  Jaghellon  as  a  barbarian  prince,  and 
the  fovereign  of  a  cruel  and  idolatrous  nation. 

The  duke  of  Auilria,  having  received  intelli- 
gence of  what  was  tranfaiSing  in  Poland,  ad- 
vanced with  all  poflible  expedition  to  Cracow, 
where  he  was  received  by  order  of  the  queen, 
notwithftanding  the  difapprobation  of  the  Caftd- 
lan.  He  had  feveral  private  interviews  with  her, 
entertained  her  with  magnificent  feafis,  and  the 
two  lovers  were  on  the  point  of  defeating  all  the 

Erojefts  of  the  fenate,  Their  fecret  interviews, 
owever,  at  length  alarmed  the  nobility,  who 
appeared  in  arms  before  the  caftle,  and  con- 
llrained  the  duke  to  retire.  .  Thp  queen,  adde4 
to  her  defpair  at  being  levered  from  the  prince 
Ihu  loved,  had  the  mortification  of  beholding 
herfelf,  in  fome  meafure,  a  prifoiier  in  her  own 
palace.   ' 
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Jaghellon,  in  the  mean  time,  advanced  to- 
^Krards  Cracow,  with  a  numerous  body  of  troops, 
and  accompanied  by  Boris  and  Skirgellon,  his 
brothers  :  but  as  Hedwiga  had  declared  that  Ihe 
would  not  fee  him,  this  difpofition  of  the  prin- 
oefs  retarded  his  march.  The  fenate  threw  them- 
&lyes  at  her  feet,  and  made  the  moft  preffing 
iaftances,  in  order  to  prevail  upon  hor  to  fee  the 
duke  of  Lithuania.  The  queen  at  laft  complied 
-with  their  folicitations,  and  Jaghellon  was  in- 
troduced into  her  prefencc.  The  prince  was 
young  and  amiable,  Hedwiga  no  longer  remem- 
bered William  of  Auftria,  her  he^irt  immediately 
eorrofponded  with  her  duty,  and,  with  the  frailty 
£3  commonly  attributed  to  her  fex,  fhe  gave  him 
her  hand  with  mose  raptures  than  ever  i^c  felt 
for  his  rival. 

1386.  Jagij[ellon,  having  mounted  the  throne, 
found  that,  by  the  renunciation  of  Lewis,  the 
kipgs  of  Poland  were  divefled  of  the  riglit  to  im- 
pofe  taxes  without  tlie  confent  of  the  nation ;  he 
therefore  aifembled  the  nobles  in  their  refpedtive 
provinces  in  order  to  obtain  an  additional  tribute. 
Thefe  provincial  afTemblies  are  remarkable  as  ha- 
iring given  birth  to  the  dietines ;  which,  however, 
•no  longer  retain  the  power  of  raifing  tponey  in 
-their  feveral  diftrids,  but  only  cle<9:  the  nuntios 
or  reprefentatives  for  the  general  diet. 

The  vail  acceffion  of  territory  which  Jaghellon 
brought  to  Poland  in  his  hereditary  dominions, 
Ihe  provinces  of  Samogitia,  and  Black  Ruflfia,  as 
well  as  Lithuania,  and  which  gave  fuch  influence 
to  his  plenty  qver  the  hearts  of  the  Poles,  that  the 
crown  was  prfeferved  in  the  Jaghellonic  family  un- 
til the  male  lineb  ecame  extinct  in  Sigifmond  Au- 
guftus,  1572,  excited  the  jealoufy  of  the  Teutp- 
riic  knights  of  Prufiia  ;  nor,  indeed,  were  the  Li- 
H  4.  thu^^ 
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thuanians  themfelves  plcafe^  \ynth  their  country 
-  being  annexed  t9  Poland  ;  and  the  difcont^nte  otr 
fo  numeroufi  a  body  of  people  produi^d  fevQiaJ 
wars.  .  ^ 

The  inhabitants  of  Lithuania .  and  Samogitii^ 
were  at  this  time  worihippers  of  fire.  Their  chief 
prieft,  who  was  called  Zincz,  Md  the  fuburdinate 
prieils  were  obliged  to  keep  it  burning  night  aodi 
day  :  and  if  thefacred  fire  happened  to  U-  ex.La- 
giiilhed  by  any  ncp;lcct,  its  lacerdotMl  v^ardena 
were  puniDA  d  with  death,  llic  priiK  ipal  tempIc 
was  .at  Viina,  which  was  thcii  the  capital  of  Li- 
thuania, and  fome  remains  ot  that  temple  are  ftill 
to  be  ieen  in  one  of  tlie  caitics  of  that  city.  If^ 
the  fun  was  at  any  time  fo  obfcured  by  clouds  as 
not  to  be  vifible  for  fome  days,  tlie  whole  nation 
crowded  to  the  temple,  in  the  utmoii  terror,  to, 
appeafe  the  offended  deity  by  huiaan  facrifee<^. 
When  that  lumioary  was  eplipfed,  the  conilcma^ 
tion  and  fupcrftitio^  of  thefe  idolators  were  augf 
inented*  Gloomy  forefts  and  lofty  ipreadiotg  trees 
alfo  excited  their  veneration ;  they  coniidered 
them  as  the  manjSoos  where  their  gods  reiided^ 
and  approached  with  an  air  of  revereuce,  in  order 
'  to  receive  their  oracles.  Serpents  were  likewiie. 
the  objects  of  their  adoration;  and  they  paidfudi 
religious  honour  to  vipers,  that  each  father  of  a 
family  was  obliged  to  nouriih  one  of  thofe  aoxious^ 
animak,  and  to  Kipe£t  it  as  the  tutelar  god  of  his 
houfe. 

JagheUon,  to  fulfil  his  promiie  of  conyerting 
his  ancient  fiibjedls,  laid  the  teijoipk  of  Vilna 
in  ruips,  and  extinguifhed  the  perpetual  fire ;  he 
likewife  cut  down  all  the  forefts  that  afforded  re- 
treats to  the  Lithuanian  pricfi«,  and  crulhed  their, 
ferpents  to  death.  When  the  people,  who  were 
blinded  by  ignorance  and  iQng  o^itudes^  bdbdd, 

the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY   OP    POLAND.  10 j 

the  unpuniAied  demolition  of  their  temples,  they 
were  immediately  convinced  of  the  impotence  of 
their  gods  ;  tb^y  then  renounced  *the  worfhip  of 
thofe  weak  idols,  and  came  in  crowds  to  be  bap- 
tifed.  The  nnmber  of  catechumens  was  fo  great, 
that  they  were  only  baptiied  by  afpcrfion ;  and 
none  but  the  moSt  diflinguifhed  among  them  re- 
ceived that  facrament  in  private,  and  with  the 
lifual  ceremonies.  Jaghellon  left  priefts  to  in- 
&rvi/&  the  people;  eredked  an  archbifhopric  at 
Vibia ;  s^nd,  as  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  Poland, 
ponflituted  his  brother  Skirgellon  their  duke. 

Thk  prince  was  altogether  unworthy  of  that 
lank.  His  difpoiition  was  cruel  and  impetuous, 
and  he*  was  equally  formidable  to  his  friends  and 
his  foes;  in  a  word,  he  never  ceafed  to  be  dreadful, 
but  when  he  had  been  debilitated  by  fome  debauch. 
The  new  power  he  had  acquired;  rendered  him 
ftill  moie  untra(ftabls?.  His  coulin  A'itholda,  who 
had  been  engaged  in  fome  difagreement  with  him, 
could  not  think  hitnlelf  lafe  in  a  country  that  was 
governed  by  fuch  a  barbarous  and  vindi<5livc 
prince.  He  therefore  retired  from  Lithuania,  and 
took  refuge  in  Prufita,  among  the  Teutonic  knights, 
the  uibal  afylum  of  the  difoffefted.  They  recei- 
ved him  ^"ith  open  arms ;  for,  though  inftituted 
for  the  defence  of  Chriflianity,  they  had  violently 
oppofed.  the  convcrfion  of  the  Lithuanians.  A 
moil  bloody  war  now  followed,  which  ended  in  the 
king's  creating  Vitholda  fole  governor  of  Lithu- 
ania. 

This  happened  about  the  time  when  Tamerlane 
was  invading  Greece.  At  firft  Vitholda  obtained 
&ngular  advantages  over  the  generals  of  that 
Blighty  conqueror;  but  at  length  he  was  over- 
powered by  numbers ;  and  the  Teutonic  knights 
proved  a.fiiU  more  barbarous  army  than  tlie  Tar- 
'      .    .  ^  tars> 
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fars,  who  indeed  ravaged  Poland,  but  in  the  end- 
were  entirely  defeated  by  Jaghellon,  who  is  (aid 
to  have  ilain  forty  thoufand,  and  to  have  made 
thirty  thoufand  prifoners;  but  is  blamed  by  hifta- 
lians  for  not  having  taken  Marienburgh,  the  capi-n 
tal  city  of  the  Polifli  Pruffia.     The  kn^hts,  it. 
feems,  from  this  negledV,  gained  time  to  recpvqp- 
thetnfelves  under  their  Crand  Mailer  Blawen^ 
who  found  means  to  draw  Vitholda  from  his  alle- 
giance, by  offering  to  give  him  Lithuania  and  Sa-- 
mogitia  in   Ibvereignty,     He  was,  however,  dc-r 
feated  in  the  field  as  well  as  in  the  cabinet,  by  the 
iinnnefs  of  Jaghellon,  who  conquered  all  oppo- 
lition,  and  died,    after  a  glorious  reign  of  4S 
years,  and  at  a  very  advancol  age,  in  1434. 

To  this  monarch  fucceeded  his  fon,  at  that  time 
in  the  elcventl^  year  of  his  age,  by  the  title  of 

IjADISLAUS  V,    ' 

During  the  king's  minority,  Poland  and  Lithu-r 
^nia  were  harafTed  by  the  Tartars ;  and  at  a  very 
early  period  he  was  neccffitated  to  putliimielf 
at  the  head  of  his  army  to  oppofe  Amuratb,  or* 
Morad,  emperor  of  the  Turks. 

By  fon^e  authors  Ladiflaus  V.  is  reprefented  as 
having  been  at  this  time  king  of  Hungary ;  it  is 
certain,  however,  that  the  Hungarians,  foon  after, 
bcflowcd  upQjq  him  their  crown  and  fovereignty  • 
and  Ladiflaus,  after  defeating  the  Turks,  made  a 
peace  honourable  to  himfelf  and  higlily  beneficial 
to  all  Chriflendom.  But  the  lullre  of  this  vi<5lory  wa$; 
tarmfhed  by  a  violation  of  feith,  to  which  he  wa& 
prompted  by  the  cardinal  Julian,  legate  of  pope 
Faelix  the  Fiftli,  a  furious  and  foolifh  bigot. 
Prompted  by  his  fuggcftions,  and  negligent  of  a 
treaty  of  peace  folemnly  ratified,  Ladiflaus 
marched  into  Bulgaria,  where  he  advanced  below 
Nicop^lis,  the  capital  of  that  province^  and  then^^ 
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<9ntered  Thrace,  where  he  took  fome  caftles-    His 
ifitention  was  to  attack  Adrianople ;  but  Amurath, 
though  furpriled  at  iuch  an  unexpected  rupture^ 
was  not  wanting  to  htmielf  on  this  occalion.     He 
aflembled  a  body  of  troops  in  hafte,  and  marched 
from  Alia  into  Europe.     The  two  armies  faced 
each  other  near  Varna,  a  city  of  Moldavia,  where 
Amurath,  lapng  his  hand  on  the  treaty  which 
had  been  fwom  to  by  Ladiflai(s,  and  ap|icaling  tQ 
God  as  a  witnefs  to  the  perfidy  of  the  Chriftians, 
who  had  dared  to  violate  all  that  wais  mod  facred 
in  their  religion,  began  the  battle  with  the  greater 
confidence  of  fuccefs,   as  he  declared,   that  he 
hoped  JefusChrift  hlmfelf  would  eipoufe  his  caufe. 
In  the  end  he  was  viAoi-ious ;  the  Chriftian  troops 
were  put  to  flight,  after  an  obftinate  refiftancc, 
and  the  cardinal  legate,  who  chiefly  promoted  the 
infraAion  of  the  treaty  and  the  perjury  of  Ladif^ 
laus,  was  involved  in  the  flaughter.     The  young 
king  likewife  perilhed,  after  Iiaving  given  proofs 
of  a  courage  much  fuperior  to  his  years,  and  worthy 
of  a  better  caufe.     Ladiflaus  was  fcarcely  of  age 
when  he  was  flain,  having  reigned  ten  years  in 
Poland,  and  four  over  the  Hungarians. 

1 444.  At  this  time  Calimir^  the  brother  of  La- 
diflaus, and  fecond  fon  of  Jaghellon,  held  Lithu- 
ania as  a  fief  of  Poland.  Though  about  ten  thou- 
iand  Poles,  befide  Hungarians,  had  been  killed 
in  the  battle  of  Varna,  yet  Casimir  IV,  (who  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  throne)  fubdued  Bogdan,  the  rebel- 
lious vaivode  of  Moldavia^  then  fubjeA  to  ft>^ 
land. 

About  this  time  almoft  all  Ruflia  revolted  from 
her  tyrannical  mafl:ers,  the  Teutonic  knights ;  and 
Dantzic,  Thorn,  Elbing,  Culm,  and  Gotlub, 
put  themfelves  under  the  protection  of  Cafimir  IV., 
At  the  fiege  of  Marienburgh,  he  fufTered  a  defeat 

by 


Digitized  by 


Coogic 


Io8  HISTORY   OF    FOJC^KB. 

by  the  knights,  but  foon  repaired  his  iofif  and  bjr 
a  treaty  condudcd  at  Thorn,  he  forced  them  to 
cede  to  him  Pomeraniu,  Cubn,  Marienburgh, 
Stum,  and  Elbing,  and  to  hold  the  reft  of  Rufiia 
as  feudatories  of  Poland,  By  this  peace  the  Grand 
Mafter  of  the  Teutonic  order  obtained  a  feat  in 
the  Polilh  fenate.  The  hofpodar  of  Moldavia 
glfo  put  himfelf  under  the  protec^on  of  Poland^ 
and  tlie  Bohemians  gave  their  crown  to  jDadiflada^ 
the  cld^ft  fon  of  Cafimir. 

By  tliis  eventy  however,  Poland  had  nearly  been 
ruined,  Ladiflaiis  afpiring  at  the  fame  time  to  the 
crown  of  Hungary,  and  thereby  kindling  a  moft 
deftruftive  civil  war,  * 

In  149a  Cafimir  dird,  little  lamented  hj  his 
fubjeds.  His  reign,  though  much  occt^picd  by 
war,  is  rcpaarkable  for  having  introducca  tcveJr^ 
additional  innovations  into  the  original  conftitu^ 
tion,  all  unfavourable  tp  regal  prerogative.  One 
pf  the  principal  of  theie,  ^nd  which  laid  the  founr 
dation  of  ftill  more  important  revolutions  in  the 
Polifh  government,  was  the  convention  of  a  na- 
tional diet  invclled  with  tlie  fole  power  of  grants 
ing  fupplied.     Each  palatinate  or  province   was 

Permitted  to  fend  to  this  general  diet,  befide  the 
alatines  and  other  principal  barons,  a  certain 
number  of  nuntios  or  reprefentativcs  chofen  by  the 
nobles  and  burghers.  This  reign  is  therefore  con- 
sidered by  the  popular  party  as  the  aera  at  which 
jhe  freedom  of  th^  conftitiition  was  permanently 
eftablifhed.  Cafimir,  though  a  brave  prince,  was' 
engaged  in  fcveral  unfuccefsful  wars^  which  er- 
faauiied  the  royal  treafures  :  and  as  he  could  hot 
impofe  any  taxes  without  the  confent  of  the  m^ 
tion,  be  was  under  the  neceflity  of  applying  re-^ 
peatedly  to  the  diet  for  fubfidics:  almoft  every 
^ply  was  accompanied  with  a  liil  of  grievancef^. 
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and  produced  a  diminution  of  prerogative,  la 
Poland,  as  in  all  feudal  governments,  the  barons^ 
at  the  head  of  their  vaffals,  are  bound  to  fight  ia 
defence  of  the  kingdom :  before  the  reign  of  Ca- 
limir  IV.  the  king  could  require  fiicb  military,  or^ 
as  they  w^e  called,  feudal  fervices  ;  but  this  mo- 
aardi,  in  compeniation  for  {oxog  pecuniary  aid, 
gave  up  that  privtl^e,  and  renounced  the  power 
a(  fummoning  the  nobles  to  his  Itandard ;  he  like- 
wife  agreed  not  to  enaft  any  laws  witliout  thet 
concurrence  of  the  national  diet. 

Cafimir  IV.  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  John  Al- 
bert, in  prejudice  of  two  elder  brothers,  Ladif- 
lans  king  of  Hung^  and  Bohemia,  and  Sigii^ 
mond.  The  fsiA  was,  that  the  intercfts  of  the 
two  latter  were  fo  nearly  balanced  among  the: 
electors,  that  when  they  could  agree  in  nothing 
<Mcy  they  mutually  confented  to  raife  their  yoongeft 
brother,  John  Albert,  to  the  throne-  As  the 
price  of  this  partiality,  John  afTented  to  all  tho^ 
immunities  which  had  bren  extorted  from  his  pre- 
4ecefibrs,  and  fwore  to  their  obfervanc^at  a  diet 
Jield  at  Petrikau  1469. 

Scarcely  had  he  mounted  the  throne  when  tber 
Venetians  pfopofed  to  him  a  confederacy  againft  the 
Turks,  in,  which  for  a  long  time  John  perempto-^ 
lily  refufed  to  join.  But  ambition  at  length  got 
(he  better  of  his  caution  ;  and  he  was  defeated  irt 
an  attempt  he  made  upon  Wallachia^  where  he 
loft  fix  thooiand  men. 

Authors  a^e  not  agreed  upon  particulars  reipeft-^ 
kig  this  tfsmiadtion,  nor  can  we  difcover  which 
party  was  the  aggreflfor.  Johnl.diedin  1501, while 
he  was  making  warlike  prepar^ions  to  fapport  his* 
claim  of  fupcriority  over  tlie  Teutonic  knights. 

150a..  John  Albert  was  fucceeded  by  liis  bro- 
ther Alexander,  great  duke  of  Lithuania,  by 
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which  event  tlie  union  between  that  duchy  ancf 
Poland  was  confirmed.  He  was  involved  du- 
ring great  part  of  his  reign  in  war  with  his  neigh-*, 
boufs,  tlie  Mufcovitcs^  Moldavians,  and  Tartats> 
over  whom  at  length  his  generals  obtained  a  com-* 
plete  vi<^ory,  while  he  was  on  his  death-bed* 

In  a  reign  of  five  years,  Alexander  acquired 
great  reputation  by  his  courage  and  vigour  ;  but 
we  Iparn,  that  fuch  was  his  profuiion>  especially 
to  muiicians,  that  after  his  death  his  donations 
were  revoked,  and  a  law  pafled  called  the  Statutum, 
Jlexandrinum,  to  prevent  the  like  abules  for  the  fu- 
ture. 

In  the  reign  of  Alexander  it  is  obfervable,  that 
the  following  limitations  of  fovereign  authority 
were  declared  to  be  fundamental  laws  of  the  king-* 
dom :  I.  Thekmg  cannot  impofe  taxes;  2.  He 
cannot  require  the  feudal  fervices  ;  3.  He  cannot 
alienate  the  royal  domains ;  4.  nor  enacft  laws ; 
5.  nor  coin  money ;  6.  nor  alter  the  procefe  in  the 
CQurts  of  juftice. 

1507.  •  By  the  prediledtion  of  Alexander  hi^ 
elder  brother,  Sigismond,  who  had  been  twice 
before  a  candidate  for  the  crowri,  fucceeded  him. 

Sigifmond  I.  employed  the  firft  years  of  his 
reign  in  reforming  thofe  abufes  which  had  crept 
into  the  adminillration  of  public  aifairs.  The 
richefl  domains  of  the  crown  had  been  mortgaged^ 
arul  the  treafury  exhaufted  by  immehfe  penfions* 
Sigifmond,  by  the  aid  of  John  Bonner,  a  minifler 
whofe  difintercftednefs-  was  equal  to  his  abilities, 
rectified  thefe  diforders ;  and  when  he  had  mo- 
tlelled  the  government  of  the  interior  parts  of  the 
kingdom  into  a  better  form,  his  next  care  was  to 
fecurc,  perhaps  to  extend,  his  dominions,  at  Ibaft 
to  make  hijufelf  refpedted  by  his  neighbours. 
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He  fiipprefled  with  fingular  addrefs  a  confpi* 
racy  formed  between  his  generaliflimo  Glinlko* 
govonor  of  Lithuania,  and  the  czar  of  Mufcovy, 
for  difincmbering  that  duchy  from  his  croxum;  and 
totally  defeated,  in  repeated  battles,  the  Ruilians, 
Wallachians,  and  Moldavians,  from  whom  he 
recovered  Smolcnllco,  which  had  been  furprifed 
by  them.  He  then  entered  into  a  long  war  with 
Albert  marquis  of  Brandenburg,  who  had  been 
chofen  grand  mafter  of  the  Teutonic  order,  and 
forced  him  to  raife  the  liege  of  Dantzic.  By  re- 
peated fuccefles  againft  thofe  knights,  he  at  lail 
obliged  the  marquis,  who  had  turned  protef^ant, 
to  abandon  his  grand-mafterihip,  gave  him  half 
the  province  of  Ruilia  with  the  title  of  duke,  and 
by  thus  making  Albert  a  vaflal,  gave  a  mortal' 
blow  to  the  power  of  the  Teutonic  order. 

The  afionifhing  fuccefles  of  Sigifmond  I.  and 
die  vail  power  his  family  had  acquired,  attracted 
at  length  the  jealoufy  o(  the  emperor  Charles  V. 
who  excited  the  Ruffians  and  the  other  barbarous 
neighbours  of  Poland  to  invade  her.  The  good 
fortune  of  Sigifmond,  however,  prevailed  over  all, 
till  his  nephew  Lewis,  fon  of  his  elder  brother  La- 
diflaus,  king  of  Hungary,  Bohemia,  and  Silefia, 
loll  his  life  in  tlie  battle  of  Mohatz,  againft  tho 
Turks  in  1526  *• 

This  was  a  moft  fcvcre  blow  to  the  houfe  of 
Jaghellon,  for  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Lewis 
married  Ferdinand  of  Auftria,  and  in  her  right  he 
poflcflcd  her  dominions.  The  event  is  faid  to 
have  ihortened  the  days  of  Sigifmond,  though  he 

*  This  battle  was  fought  Oa.  ^9,  and  proved  fatal  to  the  Hun- 
prians,  who  were,  witn  few  exceptions,  all  cut  to  pieces.  The 
young  kin^  Lewis  was  drowned  in  a  ditch,  into  which  hi!  horfe 
pluflged  him,  aod  his  untimeiy  fete  was  Unientcd  even  by  iii^  op- 
Jtpnent  Solyman  I. 
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was  then  84  years  of  age.  But  before  his  deatfi 
he  had  fubdued  all  his  barbarous  enemies,  ifecured 
the  foverejgnty  of  Poland  over  the  ducai  Rufiia, 
and  rc-annexed  the  provincd  of  Mafovia  to  hijii 
crown.  He  died  1548,  and  has  bec0  chara6leri£r(( 
as  the  moft  powerful  and  fortunate  prince^ 
that  had  ever  filled  the  throne  of  Poland,  and  a9 
endued  with  more  perfonal  ftrength  and  aeoook^ 
plifhments  than  any  man  of  his  age^ 

One  of  the  Polifh  hiftorians  (Orichovios), 
fpeaking  of  this  king's  reign,  exclaims  with  much 
indignation,  "  The  king  is  almofl:  wholly  dcftitute 
of  power ;  he  cannot  procure  any  ful^dy  on  tlie 
moft  preffing  emergency,  for  carrying  on  war,  or 
for  the  portion  of  his  daughters,  without  increai*-- 
-ing  the  privileges  of  the  nolrility :"  which  paifage^" 
has  ItiggeAed  to  Mr.  Coxc  the  following  very  jtt-»- 
>dicious  remarks :  **  Notwithftanding  this  exclama- 
tion," fays  he,  "  we  cannot  forbear  to  remark^  that 
the  power  of  levj^ing  taxes  at  dilcrction  is  the  moft 
dangerous  prerogative  that  can  he  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  a  fovercign,  and  the  moft  formidable  en- 
gine of  defpotic  authority :  the  acquifttions  of  it 
by  tlie  monarchs  of  France  finally  lubvei'tcd  the 
liberties  of  that  kingdom ;  and  it  was  made  the 
firft  objcdl  of  refiftance  by  the  aflertors  of  frecdonn 
in  our  own  Countr\\  If  indeed  we  were  inclined 
to  point  out  any  particular  period,  at  which  the  Po- 
lilh  conftitutibn  attained  its  moft  perfect  ftate,  wel 
Ihould  perhaps  fix. on  the  reign  of  Sigifmond  I. 
when  the  pcflbn  and  property  of  the  fubje6t  were 
fecured  by  ample  provifions,  and. the  crown  llill 
retained  conliderable .  influence.  But  the  time 
was  arrived,  when  an  inordinate  paffion  for  M- 
berty  led  the  nobles. to  render  the  throne  wholly 
ele(^tivc;  and  at  each'eleftion  to  continue  their 
eilcfoachments  upon  the  regal  authority,  until 
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the  king  was  reduced  to  a  mere  pageant  TTie  firft 
public  attempt  toward  eftablifliing  this  favourite 
objeft  of  the  Poles,  a  free  election  of  the  king, 
ipvas  brought  forward  in  the  reign  of  Sigifmond 
Auguftus,  fon  and  luccelTor  of  Sigifmond  I.  who 
was  conftrained  in  1550  to  agree,  that  no  future 
monarch  ihould  fucceed  to  the  throne,  unlefs  he 
was  fipcely  eleAed  by  the  nation/' 
^  SiGisMOND  AuGfusTUs,  Jbowevcf,  fucceeded  his 
father  without  any  previous  election,  becaufe  his 
right  hadl>een  acknowledged  by  the  diet  during 
his  father's  life-time. 

Wife  and  moderate,  this  prince  improved  his 
dominions  by  the  arts  of  peace.  He  indulged  the 
reformed,  the  Greeks,  and  all  other  feds,  with  a 
feat  in  the  diet,  and  with  all  the  honours  and  pri- 
vileges which  had  before  been  confined  to  the  ca- 
tholics. Indeed  he  ihewed  fiich  evident  marks  of 
fiivour  to  the  Proteftant  confeflion,  that  he  was 
fufpedled  of  being  inclined  to  change  his  religion. 
Soon  after  his  acceffion,  the  Teutonic  knights  in  Li- 
vonia were  difpoffefled  of  almoft  all  that  pountry 
by  the  Ruffians;  but  they  were  now  fuccoured  by 
Sigifinond  II.  at  the  head  of  a  hundred  thoufand 
men :  yet  was  Sigifmond  not  qiiite  difinterefted 
in  the  afliftancc  he  afforded  them  on  this  occa- 
fion.  After  he  had  made  up  a  difference  between 
Ketler  the  grand  mafter,  and  his  knights,  he  in- 
lifted  that  not  only  they,  but  all  the  Livonians,^ 
Ihould  acknowledge  his  fovereignty.  They  were 
obliged  to  fubmit ;  but  Ketler  was  indemnified  for 
giving  up -'Riga  to  Sigifmond,  ^.nd  forrefigning 
his  grand-mafterfhip,  by  being  made  duke  of 
Courland  and  Scmigailia,  which  his  pofterity  was 
to  hold  under  the  crown  of  Poland,  and  he  was  at 
the  fame  time  declared  governor  of  Livonia. 

I  Such 
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Such  arrangements,  however,  could  not  fail  of 
iexafperaling  Balilides,  the  powerful  czar  of  Muf^ 
covy,  i  who  fell  upon  the  PolHh  dominions  with 
gre^t  cruelty.  His  troops  were  every  where  de- 
feated by  Radzevil,  palatine  of  Vilna,  and  tiie 
other  Polifh  generals,  and  he  was  at  length -forced 
to  evacuate  Lithuania*  This  bloody  war  was 
ended  by  a  three  year*s  truce,  during  which  Sigi£- 
tnond  died,  with  the  charaAer  of  pofieiling  all  the 
virtues  of  a  king  with  fome  pf  the  fulings  of  a 
man. 

The  death  of  Sigifinond  II.  without  iffuc  gave 
efficacy  to  the  cohceffion  he  had  made  to  the  Poles, 
**  that  no  future  monarch  ihonld  fuccced  to  the 
throne,  unlefs  he  was  freely  ele6ted  by  the  na- 
tion;" which  conce^fion  might  otherwife  have 
been  countera6ted  by  the  popularity  and  influence 
attendant  on  a  claimant  by  hereditary  fuccefiion: 
for  it  may  not  be  improper  to  remark^  that^ 
during  the  Jaghellon  line,  the  fovereigns  upon 
their  acceflicMi,  or  eleftion,  although  formally 
raifed  to  the  throne  by  the  confent  of  the  nation, 
ftill  reflcd  their  pretenfions  upon  hereditary  right, 
as  well  as  upon  this  confent; always  flyling  them- 
fsWes  heirs  of  the  kingdom,  of  Poland.  Sigii^ 
mond  Auguilus,  in  whom  the  male  line  of  the 
Jaghellon  family  became  extind):,  was  the  laft 
who  bore  that  title. 

The  memory  of  the  princes  of  that  family^ 
however,  is  fHll  very  dear  to  the  Poles. 
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SECT.      IV. 

SOVEREIGNS   OF    iJIPPEREnt   t-AMlLlES* 
.     HENRY   OF   VALOIS« 

After  the  death  of  Sigifinond  IL  a  general 
diet  aflembled,  and  drew  up  a  charter  of  inimu- 
nities,  which  was  afterwards  called  the  Pa£ta 
Ccmventaj  and  of  which  they  determined  to  exa(5t 
confirmation  from  every  future  monarch  ** 

Sigifinond  II.  left  two  lifters,  Catharine,  who 
Was  wife,  firft  to  the  duke  of  Finland,  and  af- 
terwards to  John  king  of  Sweden;  and  Anne, 
who  was  afterwards  married  to  Stephen  Baton, 
prince  of  Tranfylvania.  Had  the  male  line  of 
Jaghellon  continued,  it  is  probable  that  the  liic- 
ceffion  would  never  have  been  difputed  in  that 
family,  but  no  fooner  was  it  extinft,  than  in- 
trigiies  for  a  lucceffor  to  the  crown  of  R)land 
Were  formed  in  almoft  all  the  courts  of  Europe. 

The  management  of  the  pope's  legate  pro- 
moted the  eleftion  to  a  prince  of  the  catholic 
religion,  and  the  archduke  Erneft  of  Auftria  was 
-thought  of.  By  the  unfeaTonable  pride  and  per- 
tinacity of  the  emperor  his  father,  however,  which 
Was  fuch  as  to  unite  all  the  Poles  in  a  confede- 
racy againft  his  fon,  he  miifed  his  point. 

It  were  endlefs'to  give  a  detail  of  all  the  inte- 
-refts  and  factions  of  the  candidates,  but  at  lafl 
the  eledlion  fell  upon  Henry  of  Valois>  Duke 
of  Anjou,  and  brother  of  Charles  IX.  of  France, 
who  fecured  his  ele6lion,  as  well  by  private  bribes 
to  the  nobles,  as  by  a  ftipulation  to  pay  an 

*  See  more  on  this  fubje^t,  under  the  head  "  Cokititvtiom 

AKD  GotSRKMMT,''  p«  63. 
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annual  penfion  to  the  republic  from  the  revenues  | 
of  France  *- 

Henry  of  Valois  was  at  this  time  in  fome  re- 
putation with  the  Roman  Catholics  on  account  ofj 
his  fuccefles  againft  the  Proteftants;  and  his  caufcr 
•  was  ftrenuoufly  promoted  by  one  Cralbiki,  a  Po- 
landcr  of  intrigue  and  addrefs.     At  laft,  hovyever, 
he  carried  the  dedtion  through  the  inter^ft  of  his 
brother,  who  difliked  his  remaining  in  France. 
It  was  oppofed  in  its  progrefs  by  the  Houfe  of 
Aufiria,  as  well  as  by  the  Grerman  Proteftants; 
but  on  Henry's  promifing  all  that  was  required  of 
Bim,  particularly  to  maintain  a  ^eet  in  the  Bal- 
tic, and  to  marry  the  princefs  Anne,   younger 
lifter  to  the  late  king  Sigifmond,  his  ele6\ion  was 
almoft  unanimous,  and  he  was  crowned  at  Cra- 
cow in  1574. 

His  appearance,  his  magnificence  and  polite- 
nels,  far  different  from  what  the  Poles  had  ever 
been  accuftomed  to,  were  juft  beginning  to  en- 
dear him  ^o  their  affections,  when  he  heard  of  his 
brother's  death  without  iffue,'  by  which  event  he 
became  king  of  France.  The  queen  immediately 
difpatched  to  him  feveral  couriers,  one  after  aao- 
ther,  to  urge  his  return  into  France,  where  his 
prefcnce  was  neccffary ;  but  as  he  was  apprchcn- 
live  that  the  Poles  would  oppofe  his^  departure, 
and  detain  him  againft  his  will,  he  concealed  hh 
dcfign  from  them,  and  ftole  out  of  his  palace 
by  night,  in  difguife,  in  order  to  ride  poft  to 
Vienna,,  and  from  thence  to  France  by  tlic  way 
of  Italy.     The  Poles,  who  were  apprehenfive  of 

•  His  example  has  been  ncccfTarily  followed  by  eaciv  X^cceed- 
ing  fovereigii,  who,  befide  an  unconditional  ratification  of  the 
Sa^a  Con^vensa,  has  been  alw/iys  conftrained  to  purchafe  the  crowa 
by  a  public  largefs  and  by  private  corniption-;  circum(lanee» 
which  endear  to  the  Poles  an  elcttivc  monarchy.  See  Coxe'^ 
Travels,  VoU  I, 
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his  eicape^  immediately  perceived  it^  and  font 
after  him.  John  Zamoiki  overtook  him  fomc 
leagues  irom  Cracow,  andhadrecourfe,  thougli  in 
vain,  to  the  humbleft  prayers,  and  even  to  tears^ 
to  prevail  upon  him  to  return. 

The  people  grew  defperate  at  the  news  of  the 
king's  departure  ;  and  if  the  magiftrates  of  Cra- 
cow had  not  pofted  gi>ards  in  the  ftreets  to  re- 
prefs  them,  the  French  who  were  then  in  the 
city,  and  were  looked  upon  as  fo  many  traitors, 
would  have  been  maflacred. 

In  the  mean  time  Henry  was  nobly  entertained 
by  the  emperor  Maximilian  at  Vienna,  where 
that  prince  is  faid  to  have  infpired  him  with  fa- 
vourable fentiments  toward  his  Protcftant  fub- 
jedls.  He  then  repaired  to  Venice  under  an 
imperial  -efcort,  where  he  fpent  nine  d^ys,  as  he 
ufed  to  fay,  under  the  enchantn^ents  of  pleafure 
and  magnificence:  from  thence  he  went  to  Sa- 
voy, where  he  was  received  with  equal  honours ; 
l>ut  he  confented  to  give  up  to  that  court  Pignc- 
jrole  and  fome  other  of  his  Piedmontefe  poflcffioas. 
At  length  he  reached  France,  and  affiimed  the  re- 
gal dignity^ 

Charles  of  Danzai,  whom  Henry  had  left  in 
Poland  to  make  his  excufcs  to  the  republic  for 
fo  precipitate  a  departure,  unfolded  the  motives 
of  his  mafter  with  great  eloquence  in  a  full  le- 
gate :  Henry  likewife  wrote  to  the  chief  of  tlie 
mobility  on  the  fame  fubjecSl;  but  all  this  did  not 
fatisfy  the  Poles,  who  thought  themfelves  de- 
fpifcd;  and  they  reproached  the  prince  for  his 
clandefline  retreat,  and  his  indifference  for  a  peo- 
ple who  had  teftified  fo  much  efteem  for  him. 

Henry,  when  he  left  Poland,  imagined  that  he 
«vas  quitting  a  barbarous  country  to  take  poflef- 
iion  of  a  kingdom  abounding  with  pleafures;  but 

I  3  he 
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lie  was  deceived  in  his  ex|)e(5tations;  for  his  reign 
was  only  a  melancholy  feries  of  calamities  and 
inteftine  waxs^  andclofed  with  the  aflailination 
of  that  prince*- 


SECT.    V. 

STEPHEN    EATORI, 

The  primate  of  Gnefna,.  at  the  head  of  the  fe- 
nate,  elcfted  and  proclaimed,  on  the  15th  of 
Jtily  1575,  the  emperor  Maximilian  king  of  Po^ 
land;  but  the  princefs  Anne  continuing  fHll 
unmarried,  the  Piaft  patty  diofe  S^i^ephen  Ba- 
tor i,  prince  of  Tranfylvania,  who  niade  her  hia 
wife,  and  he  accordingly  mounted  the  throne. 

Maximilian  was  preparing  to  difpute  it  with 
him  when  he  died,  and  Batori  was  recognifed 
king  by  all  Poland,  the  city  of  Dantzic  excepted, 
who  pretended  to  be  independent  of  Poland. 
The  Dantzickers  being  fupported  by  the  Ger- 
mans and  Ruffians  obftinately  rejefted  all  the 
terms  oflfered  to  them  by  Stephen,  were  declared 
rebels,  and  were  after  all  with  great  difficulty  re- 
duced to  their  duty.  Stephen  fucceeded,  how- 
ever, at  laft,  for  he  bdieged  their  city;  and  their 
brave  general  Collea  being  killed  iu  a  fally,  they 
accepted  the  terms  propofed  by  the  king,  by 
whom  all  their  privileges  were  confirmed.  Yet 
the  reduftion  of  Dantzic  did  not  prevent  the 
X^motfelcfs  invafions  of  the  Ruffians,  who  laid 
wafie'  all  Livonia  and  other  parts  of  the  Polifh 
teiTitorics,  till  they  were  defeated  by  Stephen  in 

The  king  of  Poland  in  the  condu6l  of  this 
war  had  obtained  the  co-operation  of  the  Tar* 

tars^ 
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taxs,  who,  while  Baton  encountered  the  Mufco- 
vites  in  the  field,  penetrated  to  Mofcow,  burnt 
that  city  to  afhes^  and  put  40,000  Kuflians  to 
the  fword. 

But  the  Ruflians  were  not  the  only  enemies 
the  Poles  had  to  oppofe,  for  the  Swedes  afferted 
by  arms  their  claims  upon  Livonia.  At  leneth 
both  Poles  and  Swedes  difcovered  that  Bafilowitz, 
the  czar  of  Mufcovy,  was  their  common  enemy, 
and  they  propofed  to  unite  againll  him;  the 
weight  of  the  war,  however,  fell  upon  Stephen, 
who  befieged  Pleflcow,  one  of  the  ilrongeft  ci- 
ties in  the  north,  and  well  garrifoned.  TRie  per- 
feverance  of  Baton  continued  the  fiege  under 
infinite  difficulties ;  and  it  required  at  laft  the 
mediation  of  the  pope's  legate  to  reftore  the 
peace  of  the  north. 

After  this,  Batori,  who  had  loft  about  50,000 
men  in  his  laft  campaign,  applied  himfelf  to  the 
civil  and  military  eftabliihments  of  his  kingdom, 
and  had  the  addreis  to  attach  the  Coftacks,  who 
had  before  lived  in  a  Itate  of  favage  nature,  to 
his  crown,  and  to  render  them  by  difcipline 
ufeful  troops:  he  even  introduced  among  them 
many  of  the  arts  of  life ;  but  a  frefti  war  break- 
ing out  with  Sweden,  he  was  obliged  again  to 
take  the  field,  in  order  to  fave  Riga,  which  had 
revolted  from  his  authority.  Before  he  could  ef- 
fc6l  this  he  died,  1586,  but  without  being  able 
to  prevail  with  the  diet  of  Poland  to  fettle  the 
fucceffion  of  the  crown  upon  his  family. 

It  is  fufficient,  in  teftimony  of  Stephen's  great 
abilities  to  lay,  that  firom  a  middling  ftation  he 
raifed  himfelf  to  power  and  royalty,  in  which  he 
maintained  himfelf  by  an  almoft  unparalleled 
♦  wifilom  and  intrepidity.  He  made  it  a  rule  with 
himfelf  to  difpofe  of  all  honours  and  employ^ 
I  4  mcnta 
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xpents  according  to  merit;  reformed  the  manifold 
abufes  which  had  crept  into  the  adminiflration  of 
juftice;  maintained  peace  within  the  kingdom, 
and  kept  in  awe  the  Tartars,  Mufcovites,  and 
Coffacks.  A  reign  of  ten  years  was  long  enough 
for  his  own  glory,  but  too  fhort  for  the  good  of 
the  republic;  and  the  Poles  have  ^Imoft  deified 
his  memory. 

In  this  reign  the  regal  power  was  flill  further 
abridged  by  the  appointment  of  fixteen  refident 
fenators,  chofen  at  each  diet  to  attend  the  king, 
and  to  give  their  opinion  in  all  matters  of  impor- 
tance, fo  that  he  could  not  iflue  any  decree 
without  their  confent.     Aflother  fatal  blow  was 

given  to  his  prerogative  in  1578,  by  taking  from 
im  the  fupreme  jurifdidtion,  or  the  power  of 
Judging  in  the  laft  refort  the  caufes  of  the  nobles; 
excepting  {iich  as  arife  within  a  finall  diftance  of 
the  fovereign's  place  of  relidence:  it  was  enacted, 
that  without  the  concurrence  of  the  king  each 
palatinate  or  province  fhould  cIgSl  in  their  die- 
tines  their  own  judges,  who  fhould  form  fupreme 
courts  of  juftice,  called  Tribuhalia  Regni;  and 
that  in  thefe  courts  the  caufes  of  the  nobles 
fhould  be  decided  finally  and  without  appeal :  a 
mode  of  judicature  which  prevails  to  this  day, 


-      SECT.    VI, 

SIGISMOND   III. 

Thqugh  the  crown  of  Poland  at  this  time  might 
be  literally  called  elective,  yet  both  the  Poles 
and  Lithuanians  ftill  retained  a  great  afFedion  for 
the  remains  of  the  Jaghellon  family.  Prince  Si^ 
jgifinpnd  of  Sweden  was  fpn  to  the  eldeft  fifter  of 
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Cafimlr  11.  and  her  younger  lifter.  Baton's  wi- 
dow, wasftill  alive,  and  was  forming  a  powerful 
party  for  her  nephew.  The  other  candidates 
were,  three  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  Er- 
neft,  Matthias,  and  Maximilian,  together  with 
Theodore  czar  of  Mufcovy. 

By  the  intrigues  of  his  aunt  the  queen  of  Po- 
land, and  the  vaft  influence  of  the  eccieiiaftical 
order  in  the  diet,  Si61SMoi)d  (who  had  declared 
himielf  of  the  Romifh  Religion,  and  had  likewi& 
on  his  fide  the  intereft  of  the  Porte,  the  ienate, 
and  the  Polilh  army,  which  was  commanded  by 
Zamoiki,  a  perfon  of  great  abilities  both  civil 
and  military)  was  proclaimed  king  on  the  9th  of 
Auguft  1587. 

A  flight  glance  at  the  Swedifti  hiftory  will  dc- 
velope  the  terms  and  views  upon  which  Sigifinohd 
III.  accepted  the  Polifli  crown,  in  which,  as  wc 
have  before  obferved,  he  was  oppofed  among 
others  by  Maximilian  prince  of  Auftria,  Si^if- 
mond,  it  is  not  doubted,  hated  the  eftablifhed 
religion  of  Sweden;  hence  he  with  very  little 
fcruple  concluded  fome  ftipulations  with  the  Poles 
that  were  prejudicial  to  the  Swedes;  particularly, 
that  he  fliould  annex  the  Swedifti  -Livonia  to  his 
new  crown. 

His  father  John,  king  of  Sweden,  had  accept- 
ed of  thofe  terms,  but  they  were  reje<Sted  by  duke 
Charles  brother  of  John,  and  who  was  then  the 
darling  of  the  Swedifli  nation. 

In  the  mean  while  the  fickle  Poles  eledled  the 
arcliduke  Maximilian  likewife  for  their  king;  and 
fuch  dutiful  fubje6ls  were  the  Swedes,  that  the 
ftates  of  the  kingdom  came  to  a  refolution  to  fup- 
port  the  eleiftion  of  Sigifmond,  provided  the 
.  Poles  would  defift  from  their  claim  upon  Livonia; 
Mi  utter  contempt,  it  will  be  obferved^  of  the;  com- 
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pact  of  their  fovereign  John :  and  before  SigH^ 
mond's  departure  the  ilates  obliged  him .  to  fig^- 
certain  articles  in  favour  of  the  Proteftant  religion, 
and  the  independency  of  Sweden  upon  Poland. 

His  exaltation  to  the  latter  throne  coft  him,  after 
this  conceffion,  but  little  trouble.  The  articles^ 
however,  which  he  figned  v/ere  fuch  as  were  im- 
poffiblc  to  bq  obferved  by  a  prince  who  ruled  at 
once  over  k  proteftant  and  a  popifti  country,  and 
were  thought  to  be  calciilated  for  letting  him  afide 
from  the  Swedifh  fueceflio^  in  favour  of  his  uncle 
duke  Charles. 

In  the  event  it  appeared,  that  the  Poles  had 
elciSed  Sigifinond  for  their  king  upon  merely  in-r 
terefled  principles,  becaufe  they  expedled  that  the 
bait  of  their  crown  would  have  induced  both  the 
fetber  and  the  fon  to  have  annexed  Livonia  to  the 
kingdom  of  Poland.  In  this  expeftation  they 
were  juftly  difappolntcd ;  for  John,  though  a  pa- 
pift,  was  a  true  owede. 

To  return  to  the  affairs  of  Poland ;  Sigifmond 
ngreeing  to  all  that  was  demanded  of  him  by  Za- 
moiki  and  the  patriot  Poles,  obtained  the  fove- 
reignty ;  and  Zamolki  defeated  a  German  army, 
which  was  on' its  march  to  fupport  Maximilian's 
claim.  A  fecond  engagement  enfued,  in  which 
Maximilian  was  made  prifoner,  a  victory  which 
fecured  the  crown  to  Sigifmond,  and  confirmed 
the  glory  of  Zamolki.  All  that  the  houfe  of  Auf- 
tria  could  do,  was  to  prevail  with  the  pope  to  fend 
cardinal  Aldobrandini  to  folicit  in  behalf  of  Maxi- 
milian. The  prelate  made  ftrong  efforts  to  pre- 
vail with  Sigifhiond  to  fuffer  Maximilian  to  retain 
the  title  of  king,  even  after  he  had  renounced  the 
crown,  and  a  large  fum  was  offered  for  his  ran*- 
fom.  Sigifniond  raagqanimoufly  rejected  -both 
^  *  propo- 
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propofals.  He  freely  gave  Maxiimliaa  his  liberty^ 
but  forced  him  to  renounce  his  title  to  royalty. 

In  1590,  Sigifinond's  compromife  with  Maxi- 
milian kft  him  in  tranquillity ;  and  he  was  be- 
ginning to  make  forac  excellent  regulations  in  the 
conftitutiori  of  Poland,  when  he  was  forced  to 
turn  hie  arms  againft  the  Turks  and  Tartars,  the 
latter  of  whom  were  defeated  by  Zamoiki,  though 
their  army  under  their  khan  confined  of  a  hun- 
dred thoufand  men.  This  barbarous  war  was  re- 
newed for  feveral  years  ;  but  at  lail  a  peace  was 
concluded  with  the  Turks,  under  the  mediation 
of  the  Englilh  ambaflador^  which  reftored  a  Ihort 
tranquillity  to  Poland, 

In  the  year  1594,  John  king  of  Sweden  died, 
and  Sigifmond  now  advifed  with  the  ftates-gene- 
ral,  aflembled  at  Stockholm,  about  fettling  the 
adminifVration  during  his  abfence  in  Poland,  and 
his  uncle. Charles  duke  of  Suderland  was  decla- 
red regent  of  the  kingdom.  But  he  foon  abufed  tho 
authority  he  vsras  entrufted  with,  iand  fhewed  evi-^ 
dent  intentions  of  ufurping  the  royalty.  Under  pre- 
tence of  defending  the  Confeffion  of  Augfbourg 
againfl  the  attempts  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  he 
took  feveral  Heps  which  had  a  ir\p.nifeft  tendency 
toward  the  throne,  and  feemed  to  threaten  an  im-^ 
mediate  revolt.  Sigifinond  complained  of  this, 
difpatched  his  ambaiTadors  into  Sweden,  and  de-r 
prived  Charles  of  the  title  of  regent.  But  the  duke 
found  means  to  procure  an  eftabliihment  by  the 
ftates  of  the  kingdom  of  the  charadler  and  autho- 
rity which  the  king  had  taken  from  him.  He 
then,  notwithftanding  Sigifmond's  orders,  called 
them  together  at  Arbpge,  where  they  confirmed 
to  him  the  title  of  regent  of  the  kingdom,  gave 
him  commiffion  to  do  whatever  he  judged  necef- 
fcry  for  its  defence,  and  declared  all  thoie  traitors 
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who  within  fix  months  fhould  not  fubicribe  to 
thefe  declarations. 

The  duke  of  Suderland,  invefted  with  this  un- 
lawful authority,  made  himfclf  mailer  of  Stock- 
holm and  the  fort  of  Elfenbourg,     Rebel  as  he 
was,  and  ufurping  an  authority  which  his  maftef" 
had  taken  from  him,  he  endeavoured,  notwith- 
Standing,  to  impofe  upon  the  people,  by  affuring 
them  that  all  his  proceedings  were  avowed  hf  the 
king,  and  that  he  a6led  only  for  the  maintenance 
of  religion  ;  though,  in  reality,  under  the  title  of 
regent  he  already  exercifed"  regal    power.     He 
turned  out  the  magifirates  and  officers  put  in  by 
Sigifmond,  to  make  room  for  creatures  of  his 
own;  removed  the  greateflpart  of  the  fenators,  at- 
tainted fome  of  them,  and  feized  upon  the  citateg 
of  all  who  ventured  to  complain.     He  obliged  the 
chancellor  Eric  Sparrc  to  remove  out  of  Scandi<> 
navia,  and  put  fuch  governors  and  garrifons  into 
all  the  forts,  as  were  entirely  at  his  devotion. 

Sigifmond,  upon  information  of  all  thefe  trea- 
fons,  prepared  to  pafs  into  Sweden,  after  having 
advifed  with  the  diet  at  Warfaw,  which  fixed  his 
return  to  the  feafi:  of  St.  Bartholomew  in  the  year 
next  enfuing.  He  embarked  in  the  road  of  Dant* 
zick  with  5000  men,  and  deligned  to  make  a  de- 
Icent  at  Calmar,  a  fea-town  in  Sweden  ;  But  did 
not  ufe  all  the  diligence  that  was  neccflary,  and 
through  a  great  miflake  took  his  courfe  by  fea,  when 
he  might  have  been  able  in  a  little  time  to  have 
gained  by  land  Finland,  which  continued  faithful 
to  him. 

Stephen  Banner,  the  admiral  of  the  king's  fleet, 
wandered  a  long  time  in  the  windings  of  Sweden's 
rocky  coaft,  and  thus  gave  time  to  duke  Charles 
to  get  ready  his  forces^  and  to  make  all  neccflary 
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preparations  ;  and  the  zeal  of  th^  king's  friends 
began  to  abate. 

Sigifinondj  too,  judged  tmwifdy  in  entering 
Sweden  with  rf  foreign  force.  It  was  thought  that 
the  duke  of  Suderland  would  have  fubraitted,  if 
the  king  had  not  ufed  menaces  toward  him,  and 
compelled  him  to  take  up  arms  for  the  defence  of 
his  life  and  eflate;  but  after  he  had  raifed  an 
army,  and  fortune  proved  favourable  to  him,  he 
laid  hold  of  the  opportunity  to  carry  the  rebellion 
farther  than  he  at  firft  intended.  Charles  advan- 
ced with  an  army  to  meet  Sigifmond  as  far  as  the 
plains  of  Lincopen,  and  then  difpatched  certain 
lords  to  him,  to  bring  matters  to  an  accommoda- 
tion. Sigifmond  at  firft  refufed  to  hear  them; 
but  was  prevailed  on  afterwards  to  grant  them  an 
audience.  In  the  mean  time  the  Hungarians 
without  any  order  fell  upon  the  Swedilh  troops 
with  fo  much  fury,  that  if  the  king  had  not 
founded  a  retreat,  and  gone  himfelf  into  the  field 
of  battle,  they  would  have  entirely  defeated  them. 
Enraged,  however,  to  fee  the  vi6tory  thu&wrefted 
out  of  their  hands,  they  threw  themfelves  upon 
the  dead  bodies  of  the  Swedes,  and  cut  them  to 
pieces.  This  action  alienated  the  affections  of  the 
Swedes  ftill  more  from  the  king,  for  the  odious 
barbarity  of  the  Hungarians  was  imputed  to  Sigif- 
mond. Several  lords  of  his  party  went  over  to 
Charles  upon  this  occafion,  who  foon  obliged  the 
king  to  return  into  Poland.  •  Hd  recovered  Stock- 
holm and  Calmar,  which  had  declared  for  Sigif- 
mond, and  punifhed  all  thoie  as  rebels  who  ^d 
fliewn  any  inclination  to  ferve  their  lawful  prince. 

He  then  held  a  diet  at  Jencopen,  in  which  a  day 
was  prefcribed  for  Sigifmond  to  return  into  Swe- 
den ;  and  the  fame  decree  was  repeated  in  another 
aflembly  held  at  Stockholm  6>on  after.     Charles, 
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who  as  yet  played  the  diflembler,  and  moved  by 
gentle  degrees  toward  the  throne,  procured  an 
ordinance,  that  if  the  king  would  not  immediately 
come  over,  and  by  his  ptefence  put  a  ftop  to  the 
Calamities  of  the  ftate,  they  would  ele<ft  his  eldeil 
fon  Ladiflaus,  upon  condition  that  Sigifinond 
ivould  fend  him  into  Sweden  to  be  there  brought 
Tip. 

The  war  was  now  carried  into  Livonia ;  Charles 
made  himfelf  mailer  of  Pernaw,  Solen,  Leifs,  and 
Fallin.  Derpt  was  next  b&fiegcd,  and  fhared  the 
iame  fate,  infomuch,  that  in  fix  months  time,  the 
whole  province  was  fubjeft  to  the  ufurper,  except 
two  or  three  ftrong  places.  The  Poles,  the  Ger- 
mans, and  the  Swedes  ravaged  by  turns  ;  and  the 
unfortunate  Livonians  felt  all  the  moil  dreadful 
miferies  that  war  could  inflicft.  As  Livonia  de- 
pended upon  Poland,  the  inVafioi\  of  Charles 
caufed  a  rupture  with  this  kingdom,  and  Sigii^ 
mond's  quarrel  became  that  of  the  republic-  The 
Poles  under  Zamoflci  were  fuccefeful,  and  reco- 
vered all  the  places  that  had  furrendered  to  Charles 
within  their  dominions. 

Though  Charles  of  Suderland  had  long  poffef- 
fed  the  throne  of  Sweden  under  the  name  of  re- 
gent, he  had  never  yet  ventured  to  take  upon  him- 
lelf  the  fiyle  of  king.  At  laft^  to  complete  his 
crime,  and  procure  a  title  which  fo  much  flat- 
tered his  ambition,  he  caufed  a  libel  to  be  dii^ 
perfed,  in  which  Sigifmond  was  accufed  as  having 
infringed  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom, 
3^d  endeavoured  to  introduce  the  Romifli  rdigion 
pto  Sv/eden.  The  king  y/as  reprefented  as  a  ty- 
rant, who  had  intended  the  deftruiftion  of  his 
own  fubje(as;  and  had  already  put  to  death  a 
great  niunber  of  them  in  difierent  engagements ;  ip^ 
conclufion  the  Swedes  were  esdiorted  to  make 
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clioice  of  another  king.  This  libel  bad  the  efFeA 
which  Charles  expedloi.  The  ellates  met  together; 
Sigifiziond  was  depofed,  and  the  crown  offered  to 
Charles.  But  the  crafty  afpirer,  who  fought  to 
lefien  the  odium  of  an  ufurpation  by  an  affected 
^odefty,  pretended  confcientious  fcruples,  which  in 
teality  he  'had  not.  He  muft  in  a  manner  be 
Ibrced  upon  accepting  what  in  his  heart  he  {o  ea^ 
^crly  defircd ;  and  the  nation  muft  fecm  to  place 
•him  upon  the  throne,  as  the  recompenfe  of  the 
many  iervices  he  had  done  the  ftate.  He  Was  not, 
however,  crowned  till  two  years  after. 

Zamolkt,    after  he  had  recovered    from    the 
Swedes  almoft  all  the  places  they  had  taken^  re-* 
turned    into  Poland,    and  gave    up   the    com- 
mand of  the  army  in  Livonia  to  Charles  Chot- 
kiewitz,    who,    by    his    condudl    and    valour, 
^ewed  himfelf  a  worthy  fucceflbr  to  the  great 
man  who  had  preceded  him  in  the  generalfhip. 
The  duke  of  Suderland  having  pailed  into  Li* 
vonia  with  a  fleet  of  40  ^il,  and  12,000  men  on 
board,  fummoned  the  inhabitants  of  Riga  to  fur-- 
render^  and  upon  their  refiifal  laid  iiege  to  the 
town.      Andrew   Linderfon,    an  officer  in    the 
Swedifh  lervice,  marched  out  from  Revel  at  the 
fame  time  with  4000  men,  to  join  the  army  of  his 
mafier;  but  the  Polifh  general  being  informed  of 
his  march,  put  a  flop  to  his  progrefs,   and  de- 
feated him  between  Fellin  and  Pernaw.     He  then 
advanced  toward  the  place  beiieged,   and  fcized 
upon  an  advantageous  poft,  which  nature  had  for- 
tified, and  whence  he  could  fecurely  view  the 
fteps  of  the  enemy.     The  ufiirper,  who  was  dc- 
iirous  to  engage,  ftrove  to  move  the  Poles  from 
their  fituation,  and  draw  them  out  into  the  open 
field.     To  focceed  the  better  in  this  fcheme,  he 
polled  hunielf  upon  a  little  hill  over  againfi  tlieir 
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camp,  at  the  foot  of  which  was  a  Ipacidus  plaiu^ 
which  divided  the  two  armies.  But  Chotkiewitz  . 
continued  firm  in  a  poft  where  he  could  not  be 
attacked,  and  which  kept  the  Swedes  in  av^e,  and 
ftirred  not  a  ftep  till  the  enemy,  through  an  ea- 
gemefs  of  fighting,  had  engaged  to  a  difadvan- 
tage.  In  fhort,  the  duke  of  Suderland,  impatient 
of  any  longer  defay,  ventured  into  the  plain  to 
attack  the  Poles,  ^and  force  them  to  an  engage^ 
ment.  As  fooh  as  Chotkiewitz  perceived  that  he 
could  fight  to  advantage,  and  that  the  diipolition 
of  the  ground  counter-baljanced  the  number  of 
the  enemy,  he  poured  like  an  impetuous  torrent 
from  the  hill  where  he  lay  encamped,  fell  upon 
the  enemy  that  were  below  him,  attacked  their 
right  wing,  broke  it,  and  put  it  to  the  rout.  The 
Swedes  detached  a  body  of  .horfe  from  their  left 
wing  to  furround  him ;  but  John  Sapieha,  who 
had  forefeen  their  motion,  fell  upon  that  body, 
and  put  them  to  flight.  The  number  of  the  ene- 
my, however,  made  the  viftbry  more  difficult. 
They  frequently  rallied,  fought  again,  ftill  re- 
fifted,  but  at  laft  were  forced  to  yield.  What 
followed,  was  more  a  flaughter  than  a  battle. 
Eight  thouland  Swedes  were  killed  upon  the  fpot. 
Part  of  their  fugitives  were  knocked  on  the  head 
by  the  country  people;  and  others,  blinded  by 
their  fears,  threw  themfelves  into  the  bogs,  where 
tliey  perilhed.  The  dukes  of  Brunfwick  and  Lu- 
nenbourg,  who  followed  Charles  of  Suderland  in 
this  expedition,  were  flain;  and  Andrew  Linder- 
fon,  count  Mansfeld,  and  the  ufurper  himfelf, 
were  dangeroufly  wounded. 

Mufcovy  this  year  underwent  a  moft  furprizing 
revolution,  in  the  coodudt  of  which  the  Poles 
were  fo  much  concerned  as  to  bring  it  properly 
within  the  intention  of  the  prcfent  hiftory. 
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The  czar  Theodore  died  in  1598,  and  had  left^ 
the  adminiiiration  of  his  large  territories  td  his' 
Xvife  Gernia.  This  princefs  had  a  brother  named 
Boris,  who,  by  his  addrefs  and  artful  infintiations,' 
liad  gained  the  confidence  of  Theodore,  and  was 
advanced  to  the  higheft  offices  in  the  ilate.  So 
many  inftances  of  kindnefs  would  have  raifed  a 
grateful  fenfe  in  any  other  breaft,  and  fatisfied 
any  other  Aan  but  Boris:  but*  all  the  honours 
his  prince  heaped  upon  him,  ierved  only  to  en- 
hance his  ambition,  which  carried  his  views  evefi 
to  the  throne.  The  czar  had  no  children ;  and 
Demetrius  his  younger  brother  was  to  be  his  fuc- 
ceffor.  Boris  caufed  him  to  be  affaffinated  in  the 
life-time  of  Theodore,  and  had  cunning  enough 
to  conceal  his  crime.  He  was  indeed  fulpe6led 
of  it,  and  it  was  feared  left  he  fhould  make  fome 
attempt  upon  the  life  of  the  czar ;  but  to  efface 
iill  thefe  fufpicions,  he  leflened  the  taxes,  gave 
car  to  the  complaints  of  towns,  redreffed  the 
grievances  of  jprivate  perfons,  and  found  means 
to  make  himfelf  beloved  by  the  people. 

Upon  the  death  of  Theodore,  the  nation  offered 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  emprefs  Ger- 
nia ;  but  that  princefs,  either  to  pave  the  way  to  the 
throne  for  her  brother,  or  through  an  excefs  of 
grief  for  her  deceafed  hufband,  declared  that  Ihe 
would  renounce  the  world,  and  put  the  adminiiira- 
tion into  the  hands  of  the  knes  andtheboyards.* 

Upon  this  declaration  the  people  rofe  and  ran  to 
the  gates  of  the  monaftery,  where  Boris  alfo  was, 
and  befotight  the  emprefs  and  him,  not  to 
abandon  their  faithful  fubjefts,  who  would  never 
obey  any  other  princes.  Boris  fhewed  himfelf  to 
the  people;  andj  to  calm  a  tumult  which  fell  but 
Kttle  Ihort  of  fedition,  he  promifed,  that  as  foon 

•  The  nobility  of  the  empire. 
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as  the  forty  d^ys  of  mourning  were  over^  he 
ivould  take  upon  himielf  the  rein8  of  the  govern-* 
laent^  provided  the  boyards  would  divide  with  him 
^  cares  of  ib  painful  an  employment 

The  czarina  took  the  veil,  and  the  time  o£ 
mourning  being  over,  the  people  wercj  railed  tOr 
gether  into  the  citadel.  The  chancellor  Bafil 
jacoblinitz  Sale  Calf  exhorted  them  to  fubmit  to 
the  boyards,  and  acknowledge  their  authority ; 
but  the  whole  alfemtsly  feemed  to  be  enraged  at 
his  difcourfe,  and  loudly  demanded  prince  fioris, 
the  brother  of  the  czarina,  as  that  princeis  had 
retired.  Upon  thefe  acclamations  Boris,  who 
was  prefent,  rofe  up,  and  with  a  feigned  modefi)'^^ 
which  he  affedled  only  to  inake  the  greater  im- 
preffion  upon  the  people,  refufed  the  crown  they 
offered  him.  He  even  withdrew  into  the  monaf- 
tery  where  his  lifter  was,  and  continued  there  a 
whole  month.  At  laft  the  people  flocked  thither 
in  troops,  tumultuoufly  demanded  him,  and 
threatened  to  fet  fire  to  the  convent,  if  he  did 
not  immediately  appear. 

The  czarina  ftrove  to  calm  their  paifions,  re- 
turned to  her  brother,  threw  herfelf  at  his  feet,  and 
conjured  him  with  tears  in  her  eyes  tq  appeaie  a 
people,  whom  too  great  a  love  for  him  was  about 
to  carry  to  the  utmoft  excefs.  He  yielded  at  lail, 
when  he  thought  he  had  refifted  long  enough  to 
Hop  the  clamours  of  envious  tongue^,  and  Ger- 
nia  informed  the  people  that  her  entreaties  bad 
prevailed  upon  her  brother  to  comply,  and  that 
he  was  now  willing  to  take  upon  hm&ii  the  ad-« 
minifiration  of  the  empire. 

Boris  governed  Ruilia  in  peace^  when  ap  im- 
poftor  rofe  up  againfi:  hJm,  and  wreiled  the 
Icepter  from  his  hands,  which  he  had  gained  tqr 
fo  enormous  a  villany.    A  ftr^ger  ;ippeared  on- 
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der  the  nasie  of  Demetrius,  who  had  ^be^n  aiflkfl 
iitifited  by  the  orders  of  Boris^  and  called  himlelf 
the  right  hcfr  of  Theodore.  He  gave  out^  that 
his  mother,  mformed  of  the  con^iracy  laid  by 
Boris  againft  the  life  of  the  prince  of  Muibovy; 
and  fofefeeing  the  danger,  had  laid  anodier  child 
in  his  bed,  which  had  been  mailkcred  in  hig 
place,  and  buried  inunedtately,  for  fear  the  af&P 
fin  fhould  difcover  the  artifice.  Befidc  all  this^ 
he  exadly  reiembled  the  true  Demetrius.  He 
had,  like  him,  one  of  his  arms  longer  than  the 
other,  and  a  like  mole  in  his  face;  but  his  ienie, 
his  air,  and  his  genteel  behaviour,  feemed  all  ii 
put  his  birth  out  of  queftion. 

Hc'firft  applied  to  the  Polifli  jeluits,  and  gave 
them  hopes,  that  if  ever  he  came  to  the  throne 
of  his  fathers,  his  firft  care  ihould  be  to  draw 
over  the  Ruffians  to  the  church  of  Rome.  The 
jeftiits  wrote  immediately  to  the  pope,  and  prefled 
his  holineis  tp  engage  the  king  of  Poland  to  give 
affiAance  to  this  pretended  prince*  They  then 
prefented  him  to  George  Mecinfki,  the  palatine 
of  Sendomir,  whoie  (kughter  he  privately  pro- 
liiifed  to  tnarry^  and  he  introduced  him  into  the 
toiirt  of  Poland* 

Thou^  a  fuppliant,  he  addrefled  himfelf  M 
the  kiilg  like  a  prince,  without  making  any  fnb^ 
iniflions  which  might  have  betrayed  his  birth,  and 
i?\rts  then  received  in  Polimd  ad  the  true  Deme- 
trii».  There  he  raiied  an  army  of  10,000  men^ 
tatt^hed  toward  tiie  frontiers  of  Mufoovy,  paifed 
the  Betifibenes,  and  took  Zemiga  without  any 
<^pofitioA.  The  Cofikeks,  gaiMd  by  his  pro- 
tniies,  joined  him;  and  Corelas^  tndr  head, 
^pen^  to  him  the  gates  of  Piitinnea 

Borii»,  in  the  mean  while  informed  of    thd 

fiann  which  was  satfaering.  ia  Pplaxidji  wrote  to 
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the  fenate^  Ihat  he  could  not  have  thought  tlje 
wifdom  of  the  Poles  could  have  heen  furprizcd 
by  a  fable  fo  evidently  falfe,  or  that -they  would 
have  infringed  the  treaties  between  them  in  fa- 
vour of  an  impoftor;  that  Demetrius  was  dead, 
and  the  whole  nation  knew  it,  and  had  mourned 
for  hiin-;  he  therefore  belbught  Sigifmond  to  feizc 
upon  the  perfon  of  the  fuppofititious  Demetrius, 
^nd  fend  him  to  Mofcow  dead  or  alive.  He  added, 
that  if  the  Poles  Ihould  fupply  (he  impoflor  Vith 
any  fuccours,  they  Ihould  learn  by  a  fatal  expe- 
rience, what  it  was  to  provoke  the  rage  of  the 
iinperor  of  Ruffia.  Belide  th^fe  menaces,  he 
had  recouvfe  to  intreaties,  and  applied  to  the  fe- 
nators  privately,  to  gain  them  over  to  his  intereit; 
but  the  pope's  folicitations  and  the  credit  of  the 
jeluits  prevailed,  and' the  king  was  perfuaded, 
that  it  was  the  intereft  of  religion  and  of  the  re- 
J)ublic  to  fupport  the  party  of  Demetrius. 

.  Boris  now  levied  an  army,  and  marched  againft 
this  pretended,  prince  at  the  head  of  r  00,000 
men.  The  palatine  of  Sendomir,  who  com- 
manded the  army  of  Demetrius,  flattered  himfelf 
that  a  great  part  of  the  enemy's  troops  would 
pafs  over  to  him,  and  therefore  he  fougnt  for  an 
opportuiiity  to  engage,  though  his  forces  were 
unequal ;  but  he  was  defeated  on  the  firfl:  oniet, 
and  obliged  to  fly. 

Demetrius  efcaped  into  the  caftle  of  Rilleflc, 
where  he  defended  himfelf  with  courage,  thotigh 
almofl:  all  his  foldiers  had  forfaken  him :  even 
the  two  Carthiifians,  whom  he  hkd  brought  with 
him  as  tv;itijefles  of  his  piety  and  zeal  for  the 
Romifli  religion,  deferted  him;  but  the  ^uits 
Nicholas  Ckerrakowiki  and  Andrew  Lowitz  were 
conflantto  him,  and  encouraged  him  by  their 
example  aad  di&ourie.    He  fecmed  hjmfdf  tho^ 
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roughly  convinced  of  the  goodnefa  6f  his  ca\^fe ; 
and  whenever  he  went  to  engage,  he  was  feen  to 
lift  up  his  hands  and  eyes  to  Heaven, .  and  pray 
God  to  ftrike  him  dead  with  thunder,  if  his  pre- 
tenlions  to  the  throne  were  not  juft. 

Fortune  foon  after  declared  for  him.  He  b^t 
the  Mufcovite  army  which  befieged  him,  with  ai| 
handfiil  of  men,  and  forced  them  to  a  ftiameful 
retreat.  He  then  entered  Pont i vol.  Five  iieighr 
bouring  towns  opened  to  hira  their  gates ;  and  h^ 
found  in  Bialogrod  an  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of 
cannon.  Jaleka  and  Luptine  prefently  after  fur- 
rendered;  and  the  whole  province  of  Severia 
fubmitted  to  him. 

While  he  lay  at  Pontivol,  Boris  fent  certain 
cmiflaries  to  aflaffinate  him ;  and  the  patriarch 
of  Mufcovy  publiftied  a  decree,  by  which  he  exr 
communicated  all  the  followers  of  Demetrius. 
The  aflaffins  being  discovered,  Demetrius  treated 
them  with  clemency,  and  gave  them  their  par^- 
dons.  He  wrote  at  the  fame  time  to  the  patriarch, 
and  delired  he  would  confine  himfelf  within  the 
bounds  of  his  miniftry,  and  net  employ  religion 
in  the  fupport  of  an  un^uft  caufe.  He  is  faid 
likewife  to  have  fent  a  letter  to  Boris,  in  which 
he,  in  very  lively  terms,  reproached  him  with 
the  means  he  had  made  ufe  of  to  afcend  the 
throne,  and  offered  him  pardon,  with  confidera-* 
ble  advantages  to  himfelf  and  his  family,  in  cafe  - 
he  would  retire  into  a  monaflery,  of  which  the 
choice  ihould  be  left  to  himfelf.  Boris  was  fo 
ftruck  with  the  reading  of  this  letter,  that,  whe- 
ther through  indication  or  remorfe,  he  fell  into 
an  apoplexy,  and  died,  after  liaving  reign^  le^ 
yen  years. 

His  fon  was  crowned,  and  all  the  Idrds  took 

an  oatb  of  fidelity  to  him ;  but  a.  blind  fortune. 
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Coon  cbanget)  the  face  of  aflkirsy  and  difplaced 
the  fon  of  Boris  to  raife  Demctriiw  tQ  the  throi^c^ 
>prfio  was  almoft  as  foon  depofed. 

Crom  was  beiieged  by  the  Mufcovites,  and  had 
already  fuftained  ten  afTatilts.      Demetrius,    in 
whole  favour  that  city  had  declared,  was  afraid 
left  it  ihould  fall  under  the  redoubled  efforts  of 
the  befiegers,  and  difpatched  Zaporfki  to  its  af^ 
iifhince.    As  that  general  had  not  troops  enough 
to  break  through,  the  Ruilian  camp  by  force,  he 
had  recourfe  to  flratagem.     He  made  ufc  of  aq 
ignorant  country  fellow,  by  whom  he  fent  a  letter 
to  the  governor  of  Crom,  in  which  he  preflcd 
him  to  a  vigorous  refinance,  upon  hopes  of  the 
ipeedy  arrival  of  40,000  men,  who  were  already 
on  their  march  to  fuccour  him.     This  fellow  waa 
taken  by  the  b^fiegers,  as  Zaporfki  intended  that 
he  fhould.    He  was  put  to  the  torture,  and  con- 
fcfTed,  what  himfelf  was  fully  perfuaded  oif,  that 
Zaporfki  w^as  upon  his  march'  with^a  numerous 
army.     The  Mufcovites,  aftonifhed  at  this  Mh 
report,  inmiediately  converted  the  fiege  into  a 
blockade,  and  went  to  meet  Zaporfki,  who,  to 
confirm  their  fears,   ftretched  out  his  troops  as 
much  as  poffible,  ordered  a  great  noife  to  be 
made  in  the  camp,  and  commanded  all  the  valets 
of  his  army  to  mount  on  horfeback.     He  likewiie 
ient  certain  fbldiers  into  the  enemy's  eampf  who, 
pretending  to  be  deferters,  afTured  the  Rufliai) 
general  and  his  officers,  that  another  body  of 
troops  was  following  Zaporfki  *,  while  he,  taking 
advantage  of  their  raiftake,  fell  upon  them  im- 
mediately  with  all  the  briftnefs  the  Poles  were 
capable  of.    The  attack  poved  fucpefsful;^  the 
firft  ranks  of  the  enemy  were  broken,  and  Peter 
Bufmanof,  who  had  been  the  firft  minifter  of  Bo- 
ris^ immediately  abaBd(»^  the  caufe  pf  hia  &n, 
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to  declare  in  favour  of  Demetrius.  The  example 
pf  fo  confiderable  a  man  drew  after  him  a  great 
number  of  oiScers,  who  fubmitled,  and  fent  de* 
puties  to  Demetrius  to  affure  him  of  their  fide- 
lity. General  John  Houdun,  who  refufed  to 
comply,  was  put  under. a  guard,  and  fent  to 
prifon. 

Mofcow  followed  the  example  of  the  army, 
and  the  people  ther^  rofe  in  favour,  of  Demetrius. 
The  widow  of  Boris,  the  czar,  his  ion  and  daugh* 
ter,  were  fhut  up  in  a  clofe  prifon.  The  dowager 
czarina,  fearing  the  vengeance  of  the  conqueror, 
took  down  a  draught  of  poifon,  and  gave  of  it 
to  ber  two  children.  The  fon  of  Boris  died  of 
it ;  but  his  daiughter,  upon  taking  an  antidote^ 
furvived. 

Demetrius  n^ade  a  magnificent  entry  into  the 
capital  of  the  empire,  and  was  there  folemnly 
acknowledged  great  duke  of  Mufcovy,  and  king 
of  Caian  and  Aibracan,  provinces  which  Johi^ 
!^filides  had  conquered.  His  COTonation  was  fo- 
lemnized  toward  the  end  of  July,  and  his  pre>* 
tended  mother  aififted  at  the  ceremony.  She  had 
been  fliut  up  in  an  obfcure  monaftery  by  the  or- 
der of  Boris,  where  ihe  had  remained  in  an  entire 
oblivion.  Demetrius  took  her  out  fiK>m  thence, 
embraced  her  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  gave  her  an 
attendance  fuitable  to  her  quality,  and  heaped 
honours  upon  her.  The  princefs,  op  her  fide^^ 
«ther  flattered  by  the  change  of  her  condition, 
or  afraid  to  declare  what  (he  thought,  owned  the 
pretended  Demetrius  for  her  fon,  and  by  that 
means  confirmed  the  comnion  miftake  of  bH  thQ 
^uicovites. 

But  the  preference  Demetrius  gave  to  the  Poles 
before  his  native  fubjedb,  the  inclination  he  ihewed 
(owarf)  the  Rappih  religicm,  vid  his  treatment  tq 
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the  family  of  Boris,  proved  fatal  to  him.  He 
reiTiOved  the  Mufcovites  from  his  court  and  all 
employments,  and  fliewed  favour  only  to  the  fo- 
reigners who  advanced  him  to  the  throne ;  parti- 
cularly to  the  jefuits,  who  obtained  a  rich  efta- 
blifhment  in  Mofcow.  Seventy  of  the  moft 
confiderable  families  m  the  empire,  which .  were  '* 
either  allied  to  the  late  czar,  or  held  out  too  long 
in  the  caufe  of  his  fon,  were  attainted,  and  their 
eftates  given  to  the  Polilh  lords  who  had  followed 
him. 

While. ail  fubmitted  to  Demetrius,  Theodore 
Swilki  or  Choufqui  was  almoft  the  only  one  who. 
ventured  to  rife  up  againft  the  authority  of  this 
new  prince.  He  endeavoured  to  form  a  confpi- 
racy,  and  harangued  againft  him  in  a  moft 
virulent  manner;  but  thefe  firft  efforts  proved 
unfuccefsful,  and  the  plot  being  difcovered,  he 
was  taken  up  and  condemned  by  the.  fenate. 
Swiiki  was  brought  to  the  fcaffold,  when  Derne-* 
trius,  through  a  clemency  which  proved  fatal  to 
him,  prevented  the.  blow,  and  granted  his  par-, 
don  to  the  criminal. 

1606.  In  the  mean  time  the  new  czar  lent  a 
magtiificent  embaffy  into  Poland,  to  return  thanks 
to  Sigifinond  for  the  affiftance  he  had  given  him, 
to  renew  the  former  treaties,  ^nd  to  demand  the 
daughter  of  the  palatine -of  Sendomir  in  mar- 
riage. She  c^me  mto  Mufcovy  with  her  father, 
her  uncle,  and  a  long  train  of  German  and.  Ita- 
lian merchants.  Witliin  fome  few  days  after  her 
aitival,  flie  was  crowned  by  the  patriarch  of 
Ruffia,  who  lik^wife  performed  the  ceremony  of 
the  marriage. 

Though  all  things  now  carried  the  face  of  public 
tranquillity,  there  luhfifted,  notwithftanding,  a 
private  cpn^iracy  againft  the  pretended  D^mcr 
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trius.  Whether  through  prudence,  or  fear  and 
remorfe,  or  from  whatever  caufe,  he  foreiaw  all 
the  milchief  which  threatened  him;  the  con- 
lJ3iracy  he  had  difcovered  fix  months  before  re- 
turned to  his  mind,  and  he  feared  the  confequences 
of  a  plot  which  he  had  left  unpunilhed.  Befide, 
he  had  no  guards,  and  blamed  himfelf  for  having 
diimifTed,  through  a  blind  confidence,  the  Ger- 
man troops  which  he  had  in  his  pay.  As  to  the 
Poles,  their  number  was  inconfiderable,  and  in- 
Aead  of  being  able  to  reftrain  the  fury  of  an 
enraged  people,  they  could  only  ferve  to  inflame 
it.  In  Ihort,  they  treated  the  Mufcovites  as  a 
conquered  nation,  and  with  fo  much  contempt, 
that  thofe  revengeful  people  were  in  a  hurry  to 
get  rid  of  thefe  proud  foreigners,  and  the  prince 
who  had  brought  them  in  with  him.  The  quar- 
Tel  began  at  an  entertainment,  where  the  Polifh 
ambaffador  would  be  placed  at  the  czar's  table. 
As  this  pretenfion  wias  contrary  to  cuftom,  the 
principal  of  the  boyards  were  fo  provoked  at  it, 
that  they  were  hardly  reftrained  from  coming  to 
blows. 

Some  few  days  after,  the  ftorm  broke  out.  On 
the  a  7th  of  May,  the  con^irators  met  early  in 
the  morning.  They  were  joined  by  the  body  of 
the  nobility,  and  the  people  rofe  to  their  affift- 
ance.  Some  of  them  befieged  the  quarter  of  the 
Poles,  attacked  it,  carried  it,  and  put  all  to  the 
fword ;  while  others  ran  furionfly  toward  the  ci- 
tadel,  where  the  garrifon,  either  furprized  or 
corrupted,  made  but  a  faint  refiftance.  Peter' 
Bufmanof,  the  confidant  of  Demetrius,  was  killed 
upon  the  very  firft  onlet;  and  Swilki,  at  the  head 
of  a  troop  of  confpirators,  with  a  fword  drawn 
in  one  hand,  and  a  crucifix  in  the  other,  made 
Jiimfelf  mailer  of  the  avenues  to   the  prince's 
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apartment.  The  impoftar,  roufed  by  the  noife^ 
kid  hold  of  bis  iafare,  and  threw  himfelf  out  at 
the  window.  Being  hilrt  in  his  thigh^j  he  was 
foon  Iccured,  notwithftanding  all  his  oppoji- 
iion,  and  led  into  a  great  hall  by  Swifki^s  orders^ 
Bui:  though  death  ftood  round  him  ou  every  fide, 
his  courage  never  left  him,  and  he  behaved  like 
a  prince  to  the  ^it  moment  of  his  life.  A  boyard 
prefuming  to  fpealc  difrefpc^ally  to  him,  he  pi^- 
ptihed  him  immediately  for  his  iniblence,  and 
gave  him  a  blow  with  his  fabre.  Jle  then  fpoke 
refolutcly  to  the  confpirators,  defirqd  (he  people 
might  be  admitted,  and  the  princefs  his  mother 
brought  to  aflure  them  ftill  that  he  was  the  real 
Ion  of  John  Baiilides.  But  Swifki,  who  obferve^ 
the  conipirators  to  be  foQiewhat  moved,  caufec) 
him  to  be  killed  inime4iately,  with  a  German  of- 
ficer that  was  prefent,  for  fear  he  fhpuld  divulge- 
what  had  pafied.  -     / 

Faterfon,  a  Swedifh  hiftofian^  afierts,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  Swiiki  produced  the  widow  of 
John  Bafilides  and  mother  of  Demetrius,  and 
that  the  princefs  declared  her  fon  had  been  ilain; 
but  that  Ihe  durft  not  venture  to  aver  it  till  then  ; 
and  befide  that  fhe  was  overjoyed  to  fee  the 
avenger  of  Boris's  villany  upon  the  throne. 

It  16  commonly  belieyed  that  this  Demetrius 
was  an  impoftor :  and  yet,  the  refemblance  of 
his  perfon  and  countenance  to  the  prince  whoie 
name  he  afiumed,  his  courage  after  his  firft  de-^ 
feat,  thcf  greatneis  of  mind  which  appeared  in  all 
bis  actions,  and  the  declarations  of  the  dowagcc 
of  John  Bafilides,  who  at  firft  owned  him  for  ber 
fon ;  all  thefe  circumftances  have  led  fome  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  Muicovites  unjuftly  murdered  the 
lawful  heir  to  the  crown.  His  behaviour  at  his. 
death  is  uncertaix;r.    Thofe  who  confi.der  him  an 
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a  counterfeit  fay,  that  he  owned  the  impofture 
|>eforc  his  deaths  and  that  his  pretended  mother 
declared  that  her  fon  was  afl^iiinated  by  Boris. 
Others,  on  the  contrary,  maintain,  that  he  con- 
flantly  defended  his  charader  and  condition;  that 
the  dowager  czarina  never  difowned  him  for  her 
fon ;  and  laftly^  th^t  his  inclination  to  favour  tho 
Romiih  religion,  and  the  friendfhip  he  expreflcd 
toward  the  Poles^  were  the  fole  caufes  of  hi? 
|[hisf<»rtune. 

However  this  be,  as  foon  as  he  was  flain^ 
Swilki  caufed  hin^  to  be  publicly  expofed  for  four 
flays,  and  his  dead  body  was  treated  by  the  po- 
pulace with  the  utmoft  indignity.  Twelve  hun- 
dred Poles  perifhed  with  him.  The  foreign 
Aierchants  were  plundered :  one  iingle  man  loft 
doo,ooo  florins,  and  almoft  all  of  them  were  put 
to  the  fword.-  The  daughter  of  the  palatine  of 
Scndomir,  who  had  fo  lately  arrived  from  Poland 
with  fuch  pomp  and  magnificence,  and  but  a  few 
day§  before  had  feen  herfelf  poflcfled  of  thq 
higheft  grandeur,  was  taken  into  cuftody,  thrown 
into  an  ob£:ure  prifon,  and  deemed  haj^y  that 
iho  efcaped  with  life.  At  length  the  fury  of  the 
people  being  abated,  they  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  czar,  and  Swiiki  was  chofen. 

His  firft  care  was  to  lay  open  the  death  and 
impoihire  of  the  pretended  Demetrius.  He  lent 
abroad  a  declaration,  in  which  it  was  aiierted, 
Aat  his  true  name  was  Gregory  Grifkior  Strepy; 
ftat  he  had  been  a  monk  and  a  dpmeftic  of  the 
patriarch's;  and  that  he  aibended  the  throne  by 
xtieans  of  witchcraft.  But  though  his  death  was 
certain,  and  all  the  Mufcovites  m  a  manner  were 
witnein^  of  it,  yet  another  Demetrius  appeared 
upon  the  ftage,  and  maintained  that  this  pre- 
|ended  prince  was  not  flain,  but  had  efcaped  with 
'  afmall 


Digitized  by 


Google 


140  HISTORY   OF    FOLAN0. 

a  finall  number  of  his  guards.  Though  the  cheat 
was  manifeft,  yet  feme  of  the  lords  adhered  to 
him;  the  Coffacks,  encouraged  by  the  love 
of  plunder,  and  glad  of  any  pretext  for  pillage, 
joined  with  him ;  and  laftly,  the  daughter  of  the 
palatine  of  Sendomir,  who  with  difficulty  es- 
caped out  of  her  prifon  at  Mofcow,  loudly  pro- 
clauned  him  to  be  her  hufband ;  but  he  had  not 
the  fame  good  fortune  as  the  perfon  whom  he  re~ 
prefented,  for  he  never  came  to  the  throne,  but 
was  aflaffinated  by  the  Tartars  who  ferved  him  as 
his  guards. 

1669,  1 6 10.  In  the  mean  while  Sigifmond, 
by  means  of  the  troubles  tv^hich  the  two  pre- 
tended Demetrius's  had  raifed  in  Mufcovy,  made 
confiderable  conquefts  in  the  country;  The  laft 
ferved  him  as  a  pretext  for  entering  Ruffia.  He 
raifed  a  great  army, -and  marched  againft  Smo- 
lenlko,  a  city  formerly  belonging  to  Poland,  but 
which  had  been  taken  from  them  by  the  czars 
ever  fince  the  year  1514.  The  Poles  had  the 
firft  advantage  near  Clufin,  and  beat  an  army  of 
26,000  Mufcovites.  The  town  of  Zaroba  was 
then  carried  by  Sulcofe,  who  commanded  a  de- 
tachment of  Sigifmond's  army. 

The  liege  of  Smolenlko  lafted  near  two  years, 
and  there  fell  either  by  the  fword  of  the  con- 
queror, or  by  licknefs,  200,000  Mufcovites, 
This  important  place  was  carried  at  laft  by  aA 
feult;  the  province  of  Severia  fubmitted  to  Si* 
gifmond,  and  the  Poles  already  threatened  the 
capital  of  the  Ruffian  empire,  when  the  Mufco- 
vites, attributing  their  misfortunes  to  the  prince 
that  governed  them,  depofed  Swilki,  gave  hiia 
up  into  the  hands  of  the  king  of  Poland,  and  by 
the  advice  of  Mudflaus,  governor  of  Mofcow^ 
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t>fFered  the  crown  to  Ladiflaus  the  eldeft  fon  of 
Sigiimond. 

1611.  This  young  prince,  however,  did  not 
wear  it  long;  for  the  Mufcovites  revohed  almoft 
in  the  inftant  that  they  had  taken  an  oath  of  fi- 
delity to  their  new  mailer.  Whether  through  a 
natural  inconftancy,  or  that  the  beginning  of 
Ladiflaus's  reign  made  them  feniible  of  the  dan- 
ger of  being  under  the  dominion  of  a  Polifli 
prince,  we  know  not ;  but  the  whole  nation,  by  a 
general  confpiracy,  took  up  arms,  and  elected 
tor  czar  FcEderowitz  Romanos,  fon  of  the  pa- 
triarch Theodore.  Foederowitz  immediately  laid 
liege  to  Mofcow,  where  was  a  garrifon  of  7006 
Poles.  As  the  place  was  of  too  large  extent  to 
fuftain  a  liege,  its  defenders,  feeing  they  were 
not  in  a  condition  topreferve  it,  fet  fire  to  the 
city,  and  above  1 00,000  houfes,  befide  immenfe 
riches,  were  confumed  by  the  flames.  The  Poles 
then  retired  into  the  citadel,  and  made  there  a 
brave  refiflance. 

Sigiimond  might  have  relieved  them,  and  his 
glory  engaged  him  to  uie  his  utmoil  endeavours 
'  toward  preferving  fo  fine  a  conqueil ;  yet  he 
fcnt  but  very  faint  fuccours  into  Mufcovy,  fo 
that  the  garrifon  of  the  place  befieged  was  obliged 
to  capitulate,  after  having  fufFered  the  laft  extre- 
mities. 

Foederowitz  made  a  right  ufe  of  thefe  advan- 
tages and  of  the  inactivity  of  the  king  of  Po- 
land, Having  provided  for  the  fecurity  of  his 
capital  city,  he  fat  down  before  Smoleniko,  a 
place  of  great  importance  to  either  ilate.  The 
garrifon  was  fmall,  and  the  loiles  the  Poles  had 
lately  fufFered  had  leiTened  their  courage.  The 
place  was  carried  byaflfault  upon  the  firft  at- 
tack, and  the  garrifon  cut  to  pieces.     From  this 
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time  forward  Sigifioond^s  endeavours  tb  reHorir 
his  affairs  in  Ruffia  pi^oved  of  no  moment.  He 
bad  let  ilip  the  favourable  opportunity^  either  o£ 
bringing  the  Mufcovitcs  under  fubje^ion,  or  of 
gainmg  their  afiedions  for  ever,  and  the  fktoc 
circunSances  returned  no  mote.  It  was  in  vain^ 
that  his  fon  Ladiflaus,  ibme  years  after,  niaixiied 
intft  Mufcovy  with  a  numerous  army.  His  fiic-  " 
t€&  was  in  no  refpcft  anfwerable  to  his  hopes^ 
knd  he  was  obliged  to  return  into  Polaod>  and 
^gree  to  a  truce  of  fourteen  years. 
^  After  {o  much  bloodfhed,  fo  many  battles^ 
Jieges,  and  revolutions,  what  now  was  the  ifTuc^ . 
bf  thefe  great  events  ?  Mufcovy,  after  hd^ving 
feen  upon  the  throne  of  its  princes  the  aiTaifin  of 
the  lawful  heir  of  the  crown,  became  the  i^Kirt 
of  an  infamous  impofix>r.  Shaken  to  its  very 
foundations,  and  overipread  with  the  blood  of 
the  moft  illuiirious  boyards,  it  became  a  prey  to 
the  Poles,  its  mortal  enemies,  and  fubmitted  to 
.  the  fhameful  yoke  of  a  fuppolititious  Demetrius. 
Swiiki  revenged  its  quarrel,  and  reigned,, but  was 
in  an  inftant  driven  fix)m  the  throne  by  the  very 
iame  people  who  had  raifed  him  to  it.  Another 
impoftor  flarted  up,  and  occafioncd  frefh  tfou^ 
bles  and  new  misfortunes.  The  blood  of  thd 
Mufcovites  flreamed  down  in  every  quarter  i 
Smoleniko  alone  was  the  grave  of  aoo,ood  Ruf- 
iians;  Mofcow  was  taken;  Ladiflaus  acknow- 
ledged as  czar,  and  in  the  fame  breath  depoiedi 
There  came  at  laft  a  thorough  alteration.  The 
misfortunes  of  Rullia  were  no  more.  Foedero^ 
witz  was  ele6led.  He  repollefied  bis  capital^ 
and  extinguifhed  there  the  fires  which  the  Poles 
bad  kindlod.  They  yielded,  they  fled.  Bmokn^ 
Iko  was  parried  by  aifault;  and  Sigiimond,  after 
fuch  ^eat  advantages  ^  and  fo  many  vi^ories^ 
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eould  preferve  no  more  than  the  duchy  of  Seyeriit 
and  Novogrod. 

1619.  A  war  with  the  Turks  now  approached^ 
of  which  we  Ihall  briefly  ftate  the  origin.   Betbleni 
Gabor,  having  driven  Gabriel  Batori  out  of  Tranlii-^ 
vania,  had  made  himfelf  niailer  of  all  that  princi^ 
pality.  The  troublesof  Boh^niafurnifhed  him  next 
with  a  favourable  opportunity  of  gratifying  his  am- 
bition.    He  carried  the  war  into  Hungary^  took. 
Caffow,  Filek,  andTlmaw.  In  fine,  becoming  maf- 
ter  of  Prefbourg,  he  affiimed  the  title  of  Prince  of 
Hungary*      The  Bohemians,  who  had  revolted 
againft  the  Emperor  Ferdinand,  and  chofen  Frede- 
ric the  ele(5lor  palatine  for  their  king,  applied  to  the 
prince  of  Tranfilvania  for  his  afliftance,  to  fup- 
port  thorn  againil  the  forces  of  Ferdinand,  who, 
on  bis  fide,  implored  the  fuccour  of  the  king  of 
Poland*     Sigifmoud  fupplied  the  emperor  with 
4000  Cofiacks,  by  whofe  means  the  ufurper  Fro- 
de];ic  wds  driven  fi-om   the  throne*      But  the 
part  which  tlie  Poles  bad  in  this  war,  drew'  upon 
tiieir  country  the  arms  of  the  Ottomans. 

In  fliort,  Gabor,  who  was  fupported  by  the 
Turks,  and  had  great  credit  at  the  Porte,  ac- 
cu&d  Gratiani  the  ^aivode  of  Moldavia,  of  ad- 
liering  to  the  Poles,  who  were  allied  to  the  Houfe 
of  AiSria,  though  he  was  the  vaflal  and  tributary 
of  the  Sultan ;  and  Sander  the  bafha  had  orders 
to  pals  into  Moldavia  and  feize  on  the  vaivode. 

i6a,o.  Zolkieniki  marched  to  the  fuccour  of 
Gratiani  with  8000  Poles ;  ^nd  though  the  vai« 
vode,  who  had  promifed  to  meet  him  with  14,000 
hc»:fe,  joined  him  only  with  600  la^cby  he  tooL 
the  brave  refolution,  either  of  conquering  an 
army  of  70,000  Turks  and  Tartars,  or  periibing 
in  the  attempt;  The  firft  a6lion  pafied  in  Mol* 
davia.     Never  was  engagement  inore  bold  or 
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more  bloody.     The  Poles  flood  like  an  iriipene- 
trable  wall  agaihft  the  Tartars  who  fell  upbtt 
their  wings,  and  the    Janiffaries  who  attacked 
them  in  front.     The  courage  and  addrefs  of  the 
great  general,  and  the  good  order  he  caufed  to 
be  obferved  in  his  troops,  counterbalanced  the 
advantage  of  numbers,    and   the  infidels  were 
the   firil  who  defifted.       Zolkienlki    continued 
in  the  field  of  battle,  and  expelled  to  renew  the 
a6tion  early  the  next  morning  ;  but  either  through 
cowardice,   or  jcaloufy  of  command,  feveral  of 
his  principal  officers  deferted  him  in  the  night, 
and   carri^i   off  with  them  4000  of  his  men^ 
which  were  one  half  of  his  little  army,  fo  that 
he  faw  himfelf  under  a  neceflity  of  planning  a 
retreat.     It  was  difficult  to  fucceed  in  prefence  of 
a  courageous  enemy,  whofe  forces  were  infinite- 
ly fuperior ;   he  neverthelefs  attempted  it ;   and  if 
he  was  not  fo  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  fuecefs, 
be  at  leafl;  deferved  all  the  glory  of  it. 

As  foon  as  he  was  informed  of  the  defertion  of 
his  troops,  he  formed  a  fquare  battalion  of  the 
faithful  foldiers  that  weVe  left  him,  made  a  kind 
of  moveable  entrenchment  around  them  with  his 
chariots,  and  marched  in  thi^  order  to  gain  the 
Niefter.     He  reached  to  within  two  or  three  days 
journey  of  Mohilow,  the  firft  place  of  Poland  on 
that  fide ; ,  but  he  had  the  Tartars  to  refifl:,  who 
were  continually  haraffing  him,  and  was  undef 
fuch  a  necelfity  of  avoiding  the  w^Qods  and  moun- 
tains which  lay  in  his  paflage,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  go  a  great  way  about.     In  the  day-time  he 
was  forced  to  fight,  and  to  march  in  the  night. 
On  the  firfl:  of  Oftober,  the  Turks  attacked  him 
without  any  fucccfs.     Slieltered  by  his  waggons, 
be  defended  himfelf  with  fo  much  courage  and 
addreis,  and  the  field  pieces  he  had  with  him 
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were  fired  fo  advantageoufly  upon  the  ene- 
mies battalions,  that  he  obliged  thew  to  retire. 
In  ihort,  he  had  already  marched  eight  days,  had 
arrived  within  two  leagues  of  the  Niefter,  was 
on  the  point  of  compafling  his  intentions,  and 
his  little  troop,  after  having  braved  an  army  of 
near  80,000  men,  were  entering  the  paifage  of 
the  river,  when  a.  panic  which  feized  upon  the 
attendants  of  the  camp,  made  the  brave  Zolkian- 
iki  lofe  the  fruit  of  fo  much  dexterity,  and  fi>  dif- 
ficult a  march.  As  the  night  came  on,  the  va- 
lets obferving  fome  mules  grazing  near,  ran  to 
catch  them  ;  but  on  a  fudden  imagining  that  the 
Tartars,  who  appeared  fo  terrible  to  them,  lay 
in  ambufh  behind  them,  they  took  to  their  heels^ 
^  ^nd  fet  up  fo  loud  a  cry,  that  they  Q>read  terror 
throughout  the  camp.  The  like  dread  feized 
upon  the  (bldiers,  who  fell  into  conftilion  ;  and 
thus  thofc  brave  Poles,  who  had  lately  made  fo 
ftout  a  refiftance,  were  in  a  manner  defeated, 
by  the  fhadow  of  an  enemy,  whom  they  had  lo 
often  refolutely  encountered  face  to  face.  The 
Tartars,  informed  of  the  diforder,  fell  upon  the 
fcattered  and  affrighted  foldiers,  and  cut  them 
to  pieces,  or  made  them  flaves.  The  courageous 
Zolkienfki  was  almoft  the  only  perfon  who  ven- 
tured to  difpute  his  life ;  but  after  feveral 
fruitlefs  efforts,  he  was  at  laft  .overpowered  by 
numbers.  His  head  was  fent  to  Conftantinople- 
The  conquerors  then  ravaged  Podolia  ;  and  thid 
was  all  the  fruit  they  gained  from  a  viAory,' 
which  was  no  otherwife  coniiderable  than  by  the 
brave  refiftance  of  the  conquered. 

1621.  But  the  revenge  of  Gabor,*  who  was  the 
Ipring  of  this  war,  was  not  hereby  fatisfied.  He 
gained  over  the  principal  baftias  to  his  party,  and 
having  drawn  them  into  his  views,  they  on  their 
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fide  engaged  the  Sultan  in  an  expedition,  whlcli^ 
according  to  all  outward  appearance,  muft  have 
been  attended  with  very  fatal  confequences  to 
Poland.     Ofman  was  then  upon  the  throne  of* 
the  Ottoman  Empire :   young  and  ambitious,  h« 
xvas  bent  wholly  upon  war,  either  through  a  na- 
tural inclination,  or  for  the  fake  of  employing 
that  dreadful  body  of  troops,  which,  too  apt  to 
mutiny  when  unemployed,  might  as  cafily  de- 
throne him,  as  they  had  lately  given  him  the 
fcepter  they  took  from  Muftapha.     All  Turkey 
\yas  prcfeiitly  in  motion  for  the  preparations  for 
this  campaign ;  and  the  Sultan  in  perfon  appear- 
ed early  in  the  fpring  upon  the  frontiers  of  Mol- 
davia, with  an  army  of  agljooo  men.     So  for- 
midable a  power  feemed  likely  to  fwallow  up 
Poland ;  but  the  Ottomaft  armies  are  generally 
more  numerous  than  terrible*      Charles  Chotkie- 
witz,  the  general  who  had  already  diftinguilhed 
himlelf  in  the  war  againfi  Charles  of  Suderland, 
advanced  to\vards  Moldavia  to  defend  the  fron* 
tiers.     He  was  attacked  by   the  infidels,  as  he 
lay  intrenched  upon  the  banks  of  the  Niefter,  in 
an   advantageous  fituation,    who,  dcfpifing  the 
fraall  niiuiber  of  his  troops,  and  encouraged  by 
thg  pioleucc  of  their  emperor,  ufcd  their  utmoft 
efforts  to   force   Chotkiewitz   in   his   lines,   but 
were  rcpulicd  with  a  confidcrable  lots. 

While  the  Poles  refified  with  fo  much  bravery, 
their  general  died  on  the  iiyth  of  September  ai 
Choczim,  and  Staniflaus  Lubomirlki  fupplied  his 
place. 

The  Coflacks,  whofe  ravages  feiTcd  alfo  as  a 
pretext  for  the  invafion  of  the  Tutks,  haftened 
to  the  fuccour  of  Poland.  The  Tartars  advanced 
to  meet  them,  and,  fupportcd  by  a  detachment  of 
Turkifh   foot,  fell  upon  them   in  their  march. 

The 
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The  paflage  was  difputed  for  about  eight  hours, 
and  at  laft  carried  by  the  Coffacks,  though  infe- 
rior in  number.  They  then  joined  the  PoUlh  ar- 
my, and  had  a  great  ihare  in  the  happy  iifue  of 
this  war. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  Ofman  gave  orders 
for  a  general  attack,  and  marched  himfelf  againft 
the  lines  of  the  Poles.  The  a^Vion  began  by 
break  of  day,  and  continued  till  the  night  put 
an  end  to  it.  The  Turks,  continually  repuUed, 
returned  ten  times  to  the  charge,  with  that  ohfti- 
nacy  which  is  natural  to  them.  At  laft  they  re- 
treated, leaving  25,600  of  their  men  killed  at 
the  foot  of  the  intrenchments.  They  had  already 
loft  in  diiFerent  attacks  above  60,000  men ;  their 
army  was  daily  leifened  by  the  ficknefs  which  raged 
in  it ;  and  their  provifions  began  to  fail  them. 
Thus  the  Sultan,  lofing  all  hope  of  forcing  the. 
camp,  propofed  a  conference ;  which  was  accept- 
ed ;  for  the  two  parties  were  both  equally  defirous 
of  peace ;  and  if  the  Turks  defpaired  of  fuccefs, 
the  Poles  were  fatigued  and  ftood  in  need  of  re-  . 
frelhment.  It  was  agreed,  therefore,  that  the 
Tartars  and  Coffacks,  who  Ihould  henceforward 
commit  any  ravages,  ll>ould  be  feverely  punifh- 
ed  :  that  the  Sultan  Ihould  nominate  the  vaivode 
of  Moldavia ;  but  that  none  but  a  Chriftian  prince 
Ihould  be  capable  of  enjoying  that  principality ; 
and  laftly,  that  Poland  fliould  give  up  Choczim. 
Thus  ended  a  war  which  alarmed  all  Chriflen- 
dom,  and  which  threatened  fuch  fatal  confe- 
querices  to  Poland.  Sigifmond  gave  no  other  oc- 
cafion  for  it,  than  in  affifling  the  emperor,  who 
deferted  him  at  laft,  and  even  rcfufed  him  leave 
to  raife  forces  out  of  Germany. 

1611.  Charles  Duke  of  Suderland,  the  ufur- 

per  of  the  throne  of  Sweden,  died,  and  was  fuc- 
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ceeded  by  his  fon  Guftavus  Adolphus.  ThSr 
prince  took  advantage  of  the  cfiftancc  of  the  Po- 
lifli  troops  to  make  an  irraption  into  Livonia^ 
t/Kere  a;fter  a  liege  of  fix  weeks  he^took  Riga- 
He  then  marched  along  the  maritime  coafts  of 
that  pfrovihce,  and  carried  his  conquefts  as  far  as ' 
Dant^ck.  Sigifmond  ought  either  to  have  re- 
covered liis  ufiirped  patrimony,  or  have  fallen 
ifWth  it ;  but,  too  wcat  or  too  fearful  to  fl^and  in 
competition  with  a  prince,  whofe  intrepidity  and 
viAories  had  given  him  the  title  of  the  Lion  of  the 
North  J  he  chofetather  to  confent  to  a  truce,  whkJi 
ended  in  1^625 . 

1626.  Upon  flie  expiration  of  this  truce,  Guf- 
tavus Adolphus,  through  a  motive  of  getaeifofity 
kndjuftice,  offered  to  divide  with  Sigiftriond  the 
title  of  king  of  Sweden,  and  confented  that  the 
crown  fhould  pafs  to  one  of  his  children.  He 
even  promifed  to  reflore  Livonia  to  Poland,  upon 
condition  that  Sigiftnond  fliould  give  up  to  him 
Efthonia  and  Finland,  which  were  fhared  be- 
twixt him  and  Charles  of  Suderland.  But  Si- 
gifinond,  carrying  his  pretentions  farther  with- 
out being  in  a  condition  to  fupport  them,  indif- 
creetly  refufed  fuch  advantageous  ofTers..  Guf- 
tavus then  took  the  field  with  an  army  of  25,090 
men,  landed  at  Blow,  and  took  Elbing,  Marien- 
burg,  and  feveral  other  places  in  Pruffia.  Ka- 
fammark  was  the  grave  of  3000  Poles,  and  the 
engagement  fought  near  that  place  fecurcd  the 
conqucfts  of  Guflavus  ;  but  the  battle  of  Daht- 
zick  had  nearly  proved  fatal  to  him.  This  prince, 
who  perhaps  was  as  rafh  as  he  was  brave,  expofed 
himfelf  to  the  enemy*s  fire  like  a  common  fol- 
dier,  and  mounted  the  breach  in  pcrfon,  to  force 
the  intrenchments  of  the  Poles ;  and  he  would 
have   carried  them,  had  he  been  left  ^expofed: 
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but  a  fortunate  blow  faved  Poland.  Guftavus 
having  received  a  mulket  Ihot^which  grazed  upon 
his  &oulder,  and  obliged  him  to  retire,  his  troops, 
whofe  flcength  and  courage  feemed  wholly  to 
depend  upon  the  prefencc  of  their  king,  loil 
confidence  ai^d  retreated. 

The  battle  of  Marienvcrder  would  have  bepa 
ftill  mor^  fatal  to  him,  if  the  Poles  had  knowa 
how  to  make  a  proper  uie  of  the  advantages  they' 
had  gained*  Gufiavus  Adolphus  threatened  tbp 
fBOipire  of  Germany  with  an  impending  invalion, 
and  infilled  upon  the  refioration  of  the  protefi:ant 
princes  who  had  been  depofed  by  the  Houfe  of 
Aufbia.  The  emperor  Ferdinand  began  tp  bp 
afraid  of  thia  young  conqueror,  and,  to  impede 
the  courfe  of  fo  impetuous  a  torrent,  had  fent  a 
fupply  of  troops  to  Sigifmond.  The  Poles  and 
Gierman^,  united  together,  got  the  better  of  Guf- 
tavuis,  who  was  far  inferior  to  them  in  fixength  ; 
bjut  thdir  mifu;iderftandings  gave  him  time  to  re* 
cruit  his  army,  and  to  revenge  his  defeat. 

16^9.  In  tiie  end,  however,  a  new  truce  wa;s 
agreed  upon  for  fix  years  to  come  by  the  media- 
tion of  the  kings  of  England  and  France.  This 
treaty  was  entirely  in  favour  of  the  Swedes,  whp 
continued  in  poilefiion  of  the  towns  of  Elbing, 
Memel,  Braunfberg,  the?  fort  of  Pillaw,  and  aU 
their  conquefts  in  Livonia.  Sigifmond  did  not 
live  to  foe  the  expiration  of  this  truce.  While  all 
parts  were  filled  with  the  found  of  Gufiavus*s 
vi dories,  he,  overwhelmed  wath  cares  and  vexa- 
tions, regretting  what  he  had  loft,  and  appre^ 
henfive  of  ftill  greater  loffes,  died  in  the  neigh- 
hoiurhood  of  Warfaw,  at  fixty-fix  years  of  age, 
and  A.  D.  1632. 

The  reign  of  this  prince  was  attended  with 
Vi^j  fiogujbr  events,    Chofen  by  the  lojrds  to  fuc- 
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cced  Slgifinond  Auguftus,  Zamoiki,  under  Yks 
proteftion,  humbled  the  pride  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  and  drove  his  eompetitor  Maximilian 
from  the  throne.     While  the  mafter  and  quiet 
pofleflbr  of  an  elective  kingdom,  he  loft  his  own 
hereditary  dominions.     His  head  fecmcd  unequal 
to  the  weight  of  two  crowns.     His  efforts  againft 
the  ufurper  Charles  of  Suderland  were  either  too 
weak,  or  ill-dire<5led.     He  could  neither  preferve 
liis  own  patrimony,  nor  even   defend  the  pro- 
vinces of  Poland.     Livonia,  in  part  poffeffed  by 
the  ufurper,  was  entirely  conquered  by  Guftavus 
Adolphus,  who  farther  took  from  him  a  part  of 
Pruffia.     Guftavus  offered  htm  an  advantageous 
accommodation  ;  but  Sigifmond,  too  much  at- 
tached to  his  own  fentimerits,   and  refufing  to 
give  up  any  of  his  pretenlions,  could  not  obtain 
by  force  what  was  freely  offered,  and  was  only 
expofed  to  greater  lofles.     He  had  not  fkill  to 
take  advantage  of  the  revolutions  in  Mufcovy ; 
and    when    the    Mufcovites,     tired    out    with 
the  lofles  they  had  fiiftained,  had  raifed  his  fon 
Ladiflaus   to    the  throne   of  Ruffia,  he  neither 
knew  how  to  fupport  him  there,  to  fuccour  Mof- 
cow,  or  preferve  Smolenfko. 

This  prince  had  notwithftanding  great  virtues, 
and  it  might  be  faid,  that  his  very  faults  were  de- 
rived from  a  good  principle.  If  he  loft  Sweden, 
the  caufe  of  it  may  be  afcribed  to  his  zeal  for  the 
Roman  catholic  religion*  If  the  troubles  of 
Mufcovy  were  of  little  fervice  to  him,  the  reafon 
was,  that  he  too  early  declared  his  defign  of  in- 
troducing the.  pope's  authority.  The  alliance  he 
contraded  with  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  brought 
the  Ottoman  arms  into  Poland,  and  fomented  the 
war  with  Sweden  ;  but  the  fhock  which  the  fedls 
that  divided  Germany  had  given  to  religion, 
2.  made 
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Hiadc  him  believe  that  his  union  with  the  empe- 
ror was  necefTary  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
faith  of  his  anceftors.  And  laftly,  too  ftri6l  an 
equity  was  the  rule  by  which  he  would  be  guid- 
ed in  the  difpute  he  had  with  Guftavus.  He 
did  not  confider  that  Guftavus  had  the  affec- 
tion of  the  Swedes  on  his  fide,  and.  a  crown  in 
poflefBon.  He  was  really  a  king  by  hereditary 
iucceffion  ;  and  Sigifinond  looked  upon  him  as  a . 
rebel  fubjedV.  As  he  was  incapable  of  doing  the 
leaft  injuftice  himfelf,  he  would  not  fufFer  it  in 
another;  and  treating  Guftavus  as  an  ufurper, 
he  infifted  upon  his  giving  up  whatever  his  fa- 
ther had  ufurped  fi^om  him.  Laftly,  one  may 
fafely  affirm,  that  if  he  had  not  reigned  in  Po- 
land, that  kingdom  would  not  have  loft  Livonia, 
and  he  would  have  preferred  Sweden.  He  died 
after  having  reigned  forty  years. 


SECT.     YIL 

LADISLAUS   VI. 

His  eldeft  fon  Laoislaus  was  elefted  fome 
months  after.  It  was  apprehended  at  firft,  that 
Guftavus,  crowned  with  the  laurels  he  had  won 
in  Germany,  and  the  glory  of  thirty  victories, 
would  have  declared  himfelf  a  candidate;  and 
the  Proteftants,  who  wer^  very  numerous  in  the 
kingdom,  earneftly  defir^d  it;  but  he  was  too 
much  taken  up  with  the  care  of  his  conquefts, 
and  negledled  their  fuffrages. 

The  queen,  who  was  the  fccond  wife  of  Sigif- 

mond,  made  fome  attempts  in  favour  of  John 

Cafimir  her  fon,  to  the  prejudice  of  Ladiflaus, 

the  king  8  fon  by  a  firft  marriage.     She  had  en- 

L  4  deavourcd. 
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deavoured^  in  the  li£b-time  of  the  Utc  king,   tt> 
form  a  party,  and  obtain  John  Caiimir  to  be  de* 
dared  heir  of  the  crown-     There  wete,  befide, 
falle  reports  fpread  abroad^  that  Ladiilana  £»-* 
voured  the  novel  opinions,  and  the  clergy,  upon 
this  account,  at  the  opening  of  the  diet;  ihewed 
but  few  marks  of  affedtion  toward  that  prince* 
But  John  Caiimir,  through  a  greatne&  of  foul 
perhaps  without  example,  and  lefs  jealous  of  his 
own  riling  than  his  mother,  who  left  no  means 
untried  that  might  contribute  to  advance  him 
to  the  throne,  broke  all  the  prince&'s  meaiures^ 
and  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  lords  who  ap- 
peared for  his  brother.    And  thus  Ladiflaus  was 
nominated  king  on  the  1 3th  of  November^  with* 
out  oppoiition,    by  the  archbiihop  of  Gne&a^ 
and  then  proclaimed  by  the  grand  marihal.    He 
was  not  crowned,  however,  till  the  year  follow-' 
ing. 

1 634.  His  fuccelfion  to  the  crown  ilands  diiHn* 
guiflied  by  a  great  victory  which  he  gained  over  the 
Mufcovites.  They  were  aflembled  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Smolenlko,  from  whence  they  made 
irruptions  upon  the  frontiers  of  Poland.  Ladif- 
laus,  who  bad  learned  the  art  of  war  in  his  fe- 
ther's  reign,  as  well  in  Mufcovy  as  m  Moldavia 
againft  the  Turks  and  Tartars,  marched  againft 
the  Kuffians,  drove  them  into  firaits^  and  obliged 
their  whole  army  to  furrender  at  diicretion.  The 
Turks  made  a  diverfion,  on  the  fide  of  Moldavia, 
in  favour  of  the  Mufcovites,  but  to  no  pqrpoie. 
When  he  had  conquered  them,  he  marched 
againft  the  infidels,  and  forced  them  to  a  retreat 
The  balha  who  commanded  them  loft  his  head, 
either  for  his  unlkilful  management,  or  his  aflur- 
ance  in'afling  contrary  to  treaty,  without  the  au- 
thority of  the  grand  fignior,    Thefe  two  vidories 
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oblMiied  w  advantageous  peace  for  Poland. 
X^qxliilgus  continued  in  poifellion  of  the  duchie^ 
of  Smolenfko-  and  Cz^rnihow  ;  and  the  Turk, 
^who  had  made  trial  of  his  anns,  and  faw  that 
this  young  prince  could  not  be  attacked  with  im- 
punity^  grew  afterwards  a  more  religious  obfervcr 
of  treaties. 

1635.   The  war  which  the  king,  made  fome 

time  after  with  Sweden  w^  no  kfs  glorious  and 

uieful  to  him.    The  fjampus  Gi^ftavys  Adolphus, 

after  having  conquered  almoft  aU  Germany,  was 

llaxD  at  the  battle  of  Lutzen.    Expiring  in  the 

arms  of  viAory,  he  beat  the  Imperialii^s,  or,  as 

Other  hiftorians  relate,  his  troops,  in  a  rage  for 

the  death  of  their  prince,  revenged  it  by  the  en- 

-tire  defeat  of  the  enemy's  army.     After  his  death 

the  Swedi/h  generals  fuftained,  for  fome  time, 

^le  glory  of  his  arms,  furprifed  Leipfick,  took 

Schleftad,  Colmar,  Paderbom,  and  defeated  th^ 

Imptmli^s  noar  H^meleq  ;   but  the  battle  of 

Sten^w,  and  particularly  that  of  Northlinguc, 

were  difedvantageous  to  them,  apd  made  them 

l^fc  a  part  of  their  conquefts.     They  muft  even 

have  fallen  under  the  power  of  the  Houfe  of 

Auftria,  if  they  had  not  been  fuppprted  by  Loui^ 

XIII.  king  of  France. 

In.  thefe  circumftances  Sweden,  governed  by 
Chfiftina  the  daughter  of  Guftavus  Adolphus, 
was  apprehenfive  of  the  arms  of  Ladillaus. 
With  a  view  to  appeafe  this  powerful  neighbour, 
who  was  preparing  to#nake  war  upon  her  to  re- 
cover what  his  father  had  loft,  fhe  offered  a  trea- 
ty, as  neceffary  to  Sweden  as  advantageous  to 
Poland.  The  truce  was  continued  for  fix  and 
twenty  years :  Pruflia  was  reftored,  and  the  de- 
cifion  of  the  claims  to  the  fcveral  branches  of 
{/ivonia  were  fufpended. 
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The  Coflacks  were  under  the  prote6lion  of  P<ys 
land,  and  defended  tlie  frontiers  againft  the  in- 
yalions   of  Turks   and  Tartars.     King  Stephen 
Batori,  who  knew  the  ufefulnefs  of  that  militiaj^ 
jiad  given  them  lands,  and  granted  them  privi- 
leges for  the  fecurity  of  their  liberty  and  rehgion. 
Put   the  Ukraine,    which   they    inhabited,    be- 
coming the  refuge  of  an  infinite  number  of  PolifH 
pcafants,  who,  haralfed  with  the  exactions  arid 
drudgery  which  the  gentry  required  from  thcm^ 
had  joined  the  Coflacks,  and  enjoyed  with  thera 
the  like  immunities,  many  of  the  lords  demand- 
ed back  their  vaflals  ;  and  the  Cofl^acks  refufin^ 
to  give  up  thofc  unhappy  wretches,  an  attempt 
was  made  upon   the  privileges  of  that  nation, 
and  afcheme  laid  to  reduce  them  to  an  equal  fla- 
very  with  that  of  the   Polilh  peafants.     Hence 
arole  a  long  and  cruel  war,  which  reduced  the 
kingdom  to  the  very  brink  of  ruin. 

Konielpoflci  firft  entered  the  Ukraine  with  an 
armcxi  force,  and  raifed  the  fort  of  Kudacupon  the 
banks  of  the  Borifthenes,  to  overawe  thofe  un- 
tracSlable  people  into  the  obfervance  of  their  duty. 
Upon  light  of  that  fort,  v/hich  threatened  their 
liberty,  they  took  up  arms ;  but  their  firft  efforts 
were  unfuccefsful,  and  they  were  obliged  to  fub- 
mit.     An  amnefty  was  granted  them  ;  but  thq 
conditions  of  it  were  notobfcrved.     Pauluk  their 
general,  and  the  chief  of  the  nation,  were  taken 
up  and  beheaded,  contrary  to  the  articles  agreed 
upon.     Inflead  of  withdrawing  the  troops  that 
were  in  their  country,  additional  forces  were  fent 
thither  ;  and  in  a  diet  held  upon  this  occafion,  it 
was  decreed,   that  all  their  privileges  ihould  be 
fuppreffed   and   extinguifhed,    and   the  fort   of 
Tretimirow,  which  king  Stephen  had  given  them, 
be  taken  from  them. 
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Purfuant  to  this  refolution,  the  PoHfli  army 
inarched  to  that  place,  with  a  delign  to  befiege  it ; 
but  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  vigoroufly  re- 
pulied  them,  and  obliged  them  to  retreat.  Yet, 
without  any  delign  of  revolting  from  their  obe- 
dience to  the  king  of  Poland,  they  meant  only 
to  preferve  their  liberty  under  the  protedlion  of 
the  prince  whom  their  anceftors  had  obeyed. 
Thus,  though  conquerors,  they  offered  to  fub- 
mit,  provided  their  immunities  might  be  con- 
firmed to  them,  and  protefted,  that  upon  tiiat 
condition  they  would  never  fwerve  from  the  al- 
legiance they  had  fworn.  So  long  as  they  were  in 
arms,  and  the  Poles  were  afraid  of  them,  the  latter 
fufFered  them  to  be  quiet,  and  fed  them  with  fine 
promifes  ;  but  as  foqn  as  they  were  returned  to 
their  own  houles,  the  Polifli  lords  committed  a 
thoufand  outrages  in  tlve  Ukraine,  fent  detach- 
ments .thither  to  take  up  prilbners,  took  away  the 
Greek  churches  from  the  CoiFacks,  which  they 
had  in  polfeffion,  and  by  their  injuries  drove  a 
warlike  nation  into  extremities,  which  they  ought 
rather  to  have  foothed  if  they  had  conlidercd  the 
true  intereft  of  the  Republic. 

1648.  The  Coflacks  were  headed  by  a  brave 
general,  who  was  pufhcd  on  by  a  thirft  of.  re- 
yenge  for  the  injuries  he  had  perfonally  received* 
Bogdan  Kmielnilki  was  the  man  under  whofe 
condu6l:  they  alFerted  their  liberty,  after  having 
fhaken  the  kingdom  of  Poland  to  its  very  foun- 
dations. He  was  originally  a  native  ot  Lithua- 
nia, and  his  father  c>oming  to  refide  in  the  Ukraine, 
he  was  carried  off  by  the  Tartars.  Redeemed  by 
his  mother,  he  returned  into  his  own  country, 
where  he  was  almoft  a  ftranger,  and  cultivated 
the  lands  which  his  father  had  left  liim  near 
Czehrin.     He  afterwards  added  a  piece  of  ^^aftc 
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ground  to  his  paternal  efiate^  and  cleared  it  of 
the  bulhes  which  grew  upon  it.  This  inconiide- 
rable  circumftance  was,  notwithftanding,  the 
caufe  of  the  flame  which  fpread  itfelf  over  all 
Poland.  In  fhort,  Czapliniki  the  governor  of 
Czehriri  feizing  upon  the  wafte  ground  which 
Kmiclnilki  had  appropriated  to  his  own  ufe,  the 
latter  complained  of  it  to  Ladiflaus,  who,  ad- 
judging the  lands  to  the  Poliih  officer,  allowed 
the  Colfack  but  a  fmall  acknowledgment  for  the 
pains  he  had  been  at  in  cultivating  them.  Kmiel- 
nilki  returned  home,  complained  of  the  unjuH 
judgment  which  had  been  given  againfl:  him,  and 
behaved  fo  roughly  toward  the  king's  lieutenant^ 
that  he  caufed  him  to  betaken  up,  and  condenuii> 
ed  him  to  be  publicly  whipped.  Some  hifioiian^ 
add,  that  Czapliniki  feized  upon  his  wife,  ravilh* 
ed,  and  then  cauied  both  her  and  her  fon  to  be 
flain.  However  this  be,  the  Coffack  left  Czehrin 
in  a  rage,  and  iheltered  himfelf  in  the  iflands  of 
the  Borifthenes,  where  he  ftirred  up  the  whole 
nation  to  a  revolt,  and  placed  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  their  troops. 

Poland  was  in  this  fituation,  and  expofed  ta 
the  dangers  of  a  bloody  war,. when,  as  a  finilh- 
ing  ftroke  to  its  misfortunes,  the  king  was  carried 
off  by  an  untimely  death.  Ladiflaus  VL  died 
without  children  at  Merets  in  Lithuania  in  the 
fifty-third  year  of  his  age,  and  the  1 7th  of  his 
reign. 

Upon  his  deai'\  tlie  barrier  which  reilrained 
the  Coffjicks  was.  removed,  and  they  gave  a  loofe 
to  their  fury  during  the  interregnum.  Kmielnif- 
ki,  that  plain  country  fellow,  fliewed  a  prudence 
and.  courage  capable  of  doing  honour  to  the 
grcateft  generals.  He  had  Ikill  enough  to  con- 
<juer  that  inveterate  hatred  which  liis  nation  bore 
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toward  the  Tartars,  and  made  a  treaty  with  tho{fi 
people,  wbo  had  ever  been  at  enmity  with  the 
Ukraine.  With  them  he  marched  againft  the  grand 

general  Potblki,  defeated  him  in  the  neighbour- 
ood  of  Korfun,  put  to  flight  a  fecond  army  of 
Poles  near  Conftantinow  in  Volhinia,  and  then 
overran  PodoHa  and  RufTia.  Leopold  efcaped 
being  plundered  by  paying  a  fum  of  money  for 
its  ranibm.  All  the  gentlemen  who  fell  into 
their  hands  were  put  to  the  fword,  and  they  were 
the  happieft  who  efcaped  only  with  the  lofs  of 
their  eAates.  The  terror  of  their  arms  was  fo 
univerfal,  that  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  did 
not  thiirie  itfelf  Iccure,  and  the  regal  ornaments 
were  removed  thence,  that  they  might  be  pre- 
ferved  from  the  rncurfions  of  the  rebels.  Their 
ravages  made  vaft  folitudes  of  the  provinces, 
which  were  formerly  fo  well  peopled  on  the  fide 
of  Mufcovy  and  Tartary,  and  which  remain  at* 
this  day  almbft  without  inhabitants. 

.  The  diet  affembled  at  Warfawgrew  very  much 
afraid  of  them ;  and  fome  of  the  lords,  either 
more  cowardly,  or  more  cautious  than  the  reft, 
propofed  the  tranflation  of  -the  aflembly  to  Dant- 
^ick.  Thefe  fears  were  not  ill-grounded ;  and 
had  it  not  been  for  a  happy  misfortune,  they 
would  doubtlefs  have  been  obliged  to  yield  to 
thofe  fage  reraonftranccs.  In  ftiort,  Kmiclnilki, 
making  the  bcft  ufe  of  his  advantages,  and  ad-^ 
vancing  as  far  as  Pilavi,  gained  another  victory 
over  the  Poles,  and  made  himfclf  mailer  of  their 
canip,  where  he  found  a  booty  that  was  valued 
at  fix  millions.  This  lofs  was  the  fafety  of  Po- 
land. The  Tartars  came  in  with  all  the  hafte 
they  could,  in  expe6tation  of  a  Ihare  in  the 
fpoils;  but  as  they  had  not  been  concerned  in 
Ihaving  the  danger,   the  Coffacks  rcfufcd  them 
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their  portion  of  the  booty;    and  fearing  they 
fhould  attempt  to  take  it  from  theiti  by  violence^ 

ihey  withdrew  into  the  Ukraine. .         . 

The  diet  then  finding  themfelvfe6  fccure  from 
danger,  Entered  upon  meafures  to  arreft  the  pro-^ 
grefs  of  the  rebels,  and  put  an  end  to  a  fatal  iur 
terregnum.  Upon  the  firfl  headj  they  ordered 
frelh  forces  to .  be  levied ;  and  to  make  the  re- 
cruits more  eafy^  the  clergy  contributed  one  half 
of  their  revenues.  As  to  the  ele<ftion,  George 
Kagotlkii  prince  of  Trinfylvania,  appeared  as  a 
candidate  at  the  head  of  30,000  men  to  ferve 
againft  the  Coflacks  in  cafe  he  was  chofen  ;  or  to 
join  with  them  if  his  offers  were  refufed.  The 
Czar  of  Mufcovy  fpoke  in  higher  terms,  and  re- 
folved  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  a  crown  by  open 
force,  which  he  ought  to  have  expected  from  the 
free  choice  of  the  nation.  But  the  Poles  ridi- 
culed the  menaces  of  thefe  two  pretenders,  and 
their  manner  of  making  their  claim  cut  them  off 
immediately  from  all  hope  of  fuccefs. 

John  Cafimir,  the  late  king's  brother,  had  the 
greateft  number  of  voices;  but  Stanillaus  Zarem- 
ba  bifhop  of  Kiow,  whofe  ambition  flattered  him 
with  the  hopes  of  the  archbifliopric  of  Gnefna, 
raifcd  him  up  a  dangerous  competitor.  By  the 
advice  of  this  prelate,  Charles  Ferdinand  bifhop 
of  Breflaw  and  Plotflco,  and  the  youngell  fon  of 
Sigifmond  III.  formed  a  fa<5lion  in  oppofition  to 
that  of  John  Calimir  his  brother.  He  was  at 
firft  fupported  by  Chriflinit  queen  of  Sweden, 
who  folicltod  in  his  favour,  and  firove  to  put  the 
crown  upon  his  head,  for  this  only  reafon,  be- 
cuufc  he  was  incapal^lc  of  bearing  it.  Chriftina's 
policy  nude  hcT  afniid  of  having  too  able  a  prince 
tor  her  neighbour- 
John 
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Johti  Calimir  had  been  a  Jefuit ;  and  to  difen- 
gage  him  from  the  vows  he  had  made  in- that  foj. 
ciety,  the  Pope  had  given  him  a  cardinal's  capl**^ 
But  this  circumftance  had  nearly  excluded  him 
the  throne.     The  Jefuits,  out  of  zeal  againft  the 
Gofpellersj  had  raifed  great  commotions  in  the 
laft   reign,  and  the  hatred   which  fome   of  the 
lords  bore  to  that  whole  body  fell  heavy  upon  a 
prince  who  had  once  been  a  member  of  it.     But 
what  the  biihop  of  Kiow,  and  the  Proteftants 
with  whom  he  joined>  judged  a  fufficient  reafon 
for  his  exclufion,  was  a  motive  which  engaged 
the  Roman  Catholics,  who  were  fiiUy  affured  of 
his  piety  and  religion,  to  adhere  the  more  firmly 
to  him,  and  to  urge  liis  elcdtion  with  the  greatei^ 
izeal. 


SECT.     VlIL 

JOHN  CASIMIR. 

^HE  biihop  of  Samogitia  fpoke  in  his  behalf 
With  fo  much  force,  and  removed  fo  completely 
all  the  fufpicions  of  partiality  which  the  vows  of 
tafimir  had  occafioned,   that  he  overtun]||.{  .at 
once  the  faction  of  Charles  Ferdinand,  and  in  an 
inftant  brought  them  over  to  his  brother's  fide. 
The  folicilations  of  the  pope's  nuncio  and  the 
ambaflador  of  France  fixed  the  greatefl:  part  of 
the  deputies.     And  laftly,  the  queen  of  Sweden, 
when  informed  of  the  engagements  which  the 
bifhop  of  Brcflaw  had  made  with  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  declared  againfl:  him.     His  competitor, 
tlierefore,  was  chofen  by  a  general  confent,  on 
the  2Cd:h  of  November,  and  crowoed  the  17  th  of 
January  following. 

1649.  The 
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1649.  Thfe  xv^r  againft  the  Coffat^lt^  Wfts  by  no 
ai^ans  ap^oved  of  by  the  tiew  king ;  and  if  he 
im^t  ha've  been  hearf,  a  peace  would  have  been 
made,  and  tht  futy  of  thofe  people  appeasfed  by 
a  treaty.  But  tht  whole  body  of  the  Polifh  no* 
bflity  wetc  of  a  different  opinion.  Some  of  them, 
flftough  mofiviBB  of  avarice,,  and  the  hope  of 
^  bringing  the  peifants  into  fuhje<?tion,  and  others 
imdSr  a  pfetenefe  of  revenging  the  injuries  offered 
to  the  republic  by  the  infiirreclion  of  thofe  rob- 
bers, infifted  upon  taking  the  field-  The  kin^ 
t(rho  was  Well  acquainted  with  the  true  intereES 
of  the  ftate,  was  inflexible  in  his  fentiments  ;  in- 
femuch  that  the  nobility,  with  a  precipitancy 
which  proved  fatal  to  them,  raifcd  troops  them- 
felves  without  the  king's  confent,  and  marched 
into  the  Ukraine. 

Kmielnilki  had  forefeen  the  ftorm,  and  was 
^  prepared  againft  it.     Three  hundred  and  forty 
thoufand  men  marched  under  his  flandard^   and 
the  Cham  himfelf  was  come  in  perfon  to  his  af- 
fiftance.     What  could  nine  thoufand  Poles  do 
againft  fo  formidable  an  army  ?  .blocked  up  in 
2rbarras,    they  defended  themfelves   there    with 
copj;a^e ;  and  if  tliey  had  met  with  rebels  only 
to*  e\-ic)unter,  they  might  have  made  them  give 
way.     But  their  provilions  fell  fliort;  and  the  fa- 
mine was  fo  great  among  ihcm,    that  they   ate 
their  horfes  for  want  of  other  visuals.      In  this 
condition,  ready  to  fink  under  the  burden  of  fo 
many  misfortunes,  fatigued  with  the   attacks  of 
the  enemy,  prefted  with  hunger,  without  force, 
and  fupported  only  by  their  valour,  they  implored  , 
the  afliftance  of  their  king,  who,  though  he  dif- 
approved  of  their  proceeding,  yet  thought  himfelf 
obliged  to  fly  to  their  fuccour.      The  Cham  and 
Kmielnifki  qiarched  out  to  meet  him  with  1 10,000 

men. 
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men.    Cafinurhadbut  20,000;  but  then  thqf 
w^ere  the  braveft  ipirits  in  all  Poland. 

The  Tartars  attacked  his  camp  near  Zborov 

to    no  purpoie  for  three  whole  d^ys  together* 

Xheir  loiles  made  them  tra<%ible ;  and  ^me  over* 

lures  were  ofiered  toward  an  accoounodation^' 

Tlie  king  promifed  to  pay  the  Cham  the  fubfidies, 

or  annud  peniions,  which  finmedy  were  given 

to  him,  but  which  Ladiflaus  VI.  had  (uppreflod* 

The  Coflacks  obtained  an  a<St  of  indemnky,  end 

the  confirmation  of  their  priyil^es.    The  num-* 

ber  of  their  militia  was  augmented^  and  the  fiee 

exercife  of  the  religion  of  the  Greek  church  waf 

allowed  throughout  all  the  Ukraine.    The  Cham» 

on  his  iide^  fwcnre  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  the 

frontiers  of  Poland,  and  to  defend  them  in  cafi^ 

of  neceffity ;   and  JSlmielniiki  likcwife  promifid 

that  the  Coflacks  fhould  firmly  maintain  the  air 

legiance  they  owed  to  the  republic. 

1651.  But  this  peace  was  not  of  long  conlat 
nuance.  The  peaiants^  who  did  nqt  m^ke  p^ 
of  the  militia^  wbuld  not  fiibmit  to  their  lords^ 
nor  allow  them  to  take  pofieifion  again  of  their 
efiates.  They  learned  befides,  that  their  general 
Kmidnilki  had  applied  to  the  fiiltan^  and  fought 
to  form  under  his  prote£tion  ^n  independent 
principality  in  the  Ukraine^  and  along  the  bankff 
of  the  Boryfthenes. 

John  Cafimir^  upon  information  that  the  Cof- 
ftdks^  whole  caufe  he  firft  thought  to  be  jufl^ 
were  difppfed  to  revolt,  then  judged  that  the 
whole  republic  was  interfiled  in  the  war.  He 
therefore  raifed  an  army  of  1 00,000  men,  and 
routed  at  once  300,000  Tartars  near  Beretefkow. 
I  Some  few  days  after  a  panic  ieized  upon  the 
Coflacks,  and  threw  them  into  diforder.  Bohun 
Kmiehufiu*s  lieutenant,  mitfchin^L  out  of  his 
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camp  with  a  detachment  of  the  ancient  militia^ 
to  fall  upon  the  palatine  of  Braclaw,  who  ap- 
peared with  a  body  of  aooo  men,  the  whole  of 
the  forces  were  thrown  into  a  confternation^ 
tihiought  their  general  was  about  to  defert  them, 
and  took  to  flight  in  the  utmoft  confufion. . 

Afioniihed  with  this  lofs,  the  Coflacks  delired 
a  peace,  and  it  w^as  granted.  Kmielnilki  like- 
wife  obtained  pardon  for  his  rebellibn ;  but  the 
Zaporoyian  miUtia  was  reduced  to  20,000  men. 
This  treaty  fubfiHed  no  longer  tlian  till  the  per- 
fidious Coflack  thought  himfelf  in  a. condition  to 
break  it  with  fafety. 

In  fliort,  the  Mufcovites  feeing  the  Poles  en- 
gaged with  their  rebel  fubje6i:s^  and  embarraflcd 
^nough  with  repelling  their  attacks,  took  advan- 
tage of  that  troublefome  circumftance,  and  entered 
Lithuania  on  the  fide  of  Smolenfko.  Kmielniiki 
immediately  detached  a  body  of  the  troops  under 
his  command,  with  orders  to  join  the  Ruffians, 
who  gained  from  thence  a  confiderable  benefit^ 
while  another  body  of  CofTacks  and  Tartars  ra- 
vaged Poland  on  the  oppofite  fide. 

,  1655.  Chriflina  queen  of  Sweden,  daughter  of 
the  great  Guflavus,  had  abdicated  the  crown,  and 
placed  it  upon  the  head  of  her  coufin  Charles 
tjuilavus.  He  was  fcarcely  upon  the  throne  be- 
fore he  became  an  enemy  to  the  republic  of  Po- 
land, and  gave  the  finifhing  flroke  to  the  miferies 
of  that  country,  already  torn  to  pieces  by  innu- 
merable armies  of  rebels  and  robbers.  Certain 
difcontented  lords  called  in  Charles  Giiflavus  to 
fupport  their  fiidlion,  and  kindled  a  flame  in  their 
country,  which  was  with  difficulty  prevented 
from  confuming  it.  In  vain  France  interpofed 
its  mediation  to  bring  matters  to  an  accommoda- 
tion: the  kinft  of  Sweden^  jealous  of  the  glory 

of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HlSTOUY  OP  POLANl>.  t6$ 

of  the  great  Guilavus,  and  defirou^  to  efikce  it| 
if  poflible^  had  laid  a  fcheme  for  die  conquefl:  of 
Poland^  and  found  pretences  enough  for  declar<^ 
ing  war  againft  it. 

He  therefore  entered  the  kingdom,  and  was 
joined  by  the  malcontents,  who  enlarged  his  ar- 
my already  made  up  of  excellent  foldiers*  He 
prefently  became  mafter  of  Great  Poland,  and 
fubdued  all  Mafovia.  Cracow  was  beiieged,  and 
made  but  a  weak  defence.  The  conqueror  en- 
tered the  capital  of  the  kingdom,  and  compelled 
the  unfortunate' Cafimir,  who  was  without  troops, 
without  money,  and  deferted  both  by  the  nobility 
and  army,  to  feck  an  afylvmi  in  Silelia.  Charles 
then,paffed  into  Pruffia,  and  met  with  fo  little  op- 
poiition,  that  he  feemed  to  march  through  an  open 
country  already  fubjeft  to  his  dominion.  Dant- 
zick  alone,  encouraged  by  the  lively  exhortations 
of  fome  of  its  preachers,  continued  faithful  to  its 
Prince,  and  Ihut  its  gates  againfl  the  Swedes. 

The  other  towns,  animated  by  the  example  of 
X)antzick,  flood  amazed  at  the  prodigious  iucceis 
of  the  Swedilh  arms,  and  at  feeing  themfelves  all 
at  once  fubje6ted  to  a  foreign  yoke.  The  contri- 
butions exadted  by  Charles  Guftavus,  and  an  ex- 
orbitant tax  upon  every  chimney,  raifed  a  general 
revolt  in  a  nation  ever  averfe  to  tyranny  and 
bondage.  They  could  not  confent  to  become 
tributary  to  the  Swedes,  and  took  the  brave  and 
noble  rcfolution  of  Ihaking  off  their  chains. 
The  nobiljty  joined  together,  and  r^ifed  an 
army.  Caiimir  put  himfelf  at  their  head,  and  by 
his  prefcnce  excited  that  natural  afie6lion  which 
the  Poles  bear  to  their  prince,  and  the  hatred 
which  always  follows  the  perfon  of  an  ufurper. 
In  this  firft  heat,  their  general  Czirnelki  fur- 
prized  the  Swedifh  troops  near  Jaroflftw,  defeated 
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HheABy  and  became  mailer  of  ilieir  l^ig^ksig^; 
the^  wetc  meadt  dmen  out  of  Warikw.  Fortane 
be^a  to  dfcdaie  in  i^our  of  an  unhappy  people^ 
WMn  an  unlucky  accident  had  nearly  plunged 
them  agpin  into  finefli  .misfortunes. 

Charles  Gufiavus  lumng  made  a  treaty  witll 
(lie  marquis  of  Braodenbcmig,  in  which  it  wae 
ftipulated  that  the  ele&or  fhould  eiqoy  an  abfi>^ 
lute*  power  in  Docal  Pruffia^  his  fubjedls  joined 
with  dieir  new  ally^  andilie  Swedes,  firengthened 
by  this  additional  fbrce,  marcb^  diredly  to 
Warfaw  with  defign  to  rocov^er  it.  The  Pdes 
did  all  that  was  polfible  to  preserve  that  city ; 
the  coxiteft  lafied  tfasee  days,  and  the  brarery  of 
the  def^iders  kept  the  vidlory  a  long  time  in  fuf- 
penfe,  though  it  inclined  to  the  fide  of  Sweden* 
CSiarles  canvtd  it  at  laA ;  and  the  flanghter  was 
the  more  dreadful^  as  the  conqueft  was  fo  long 
difputed.  War&w  becnne  the  prize  of  the 
viftory. 

1637.  Another  enemy  iippesaed  about  the  fame 
time.  Ragqtiki,  prince  of  Tranfilvania,  had 
^ong  medit^ied  revenge  for  his  exclufion  from  the 
throne  upon  the  laft  election.  He  therefore  de* 
claredfor  the  Swedes,  and  flattered  Hlmielf,  that 
In  this  low  dftate  of  the  republic,  he  might  be 
able  to  dethrone  Cafimir,  and  raife  himielf  upon 
his  ruins.  .  Ragotfki  had  an  army  of  30,000 
men,  and  it  is  poflible  his  ambitious  proje<5ls 
might  have  fucoeeded,  if  he  would  have  followed 
the  eounfels  of  the  king  of  Sweden,  Mdio  had 
advifed  him  to  enter  Poland  by  the  palatinate  of 
Birietfk,  orBreflid,  where  all  would  have  been 
j&vouraUe  to  him,  and  wait  for  the  conung  up 
of  the  Swedes.  But  Ragotfki,  blinded  by  the 
promiies  of  Dabricius  an  afhx>loger,  who  had 
.  pattered  bin  with  flieliope  of  m  certain  conqueft, 
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thought  that  on  whatever  fide  be  Ihetild  enter 
Poland^  he  ihould  ftill  be  yI  Aorious. 

Every  thing  feemed  to  confprc  to  the  downfall 
of  tbis  republic,  which,  though  formerly  in  fo 
^uriihing  a  condition,  appear^  then  to  be  man 
the  brink  of  ruin.  The  king  of  Sweden  nad 
icarce  any  thing  left  to  conquer.  Preffia,  the 
greater  Poland,  Cracow,  Warfaw,  the  two  prin- 
cipal cities  of  the  ilate,  were  fubjetft  to  him.  The 
Mufcovite  was  mafter  of  Vilna,  and  almoft  alt 
lithuania;  and  though  he  indeed  oppofed  the 
Swedes  in  Livonia,  yet  he  was  fHll  an  enemy  to 
the  Poles,  and  fortified  himielf  upon  their  fron- 
tiers. Ragotlki  attempted  to  raiie  himfelf  to  the 
throne  by  an  armed  force,  and  to  ravifh  fix>m  the 
imtionthe  liberty  they  had  always  claimed  of 
chufing  their  kings.  Lafily,  the  Tartars  and 
Coifacks,  whofe  ravages  aie  ever  attended  with 
tlie  moft  horrible  cruelties,  thofe  robbers  who 
carry  ofi^  both  men  and  goods,  and  whofe  foot-^ 
fleps  ape  always  marked  with  traces  of  blood  and 
fire,  were  the  leaft  of  their  enemies. 

But  to  thefe  very  miferies  themfelves  it  was  that 
Pbfand  owed  its  preferv;ition  from  entire  ruin,  as 
its  calamities  raiied  them  up  avengers.  The 
whole  north  in  amaze  trembled  for  their  liberty, 
and  thought  they  had  feen  a  fecond  Guftavus 
Adolphus  in  Charles.  Denmark  was  the  firft 
that  appeared  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  fo  formi- 
dable a  power.  Mufcovy  joined  with  him ;  the 
ImperiaHfls  increafed  the  army  of  Lubormifki, 
and  the  Dutcli  fent  a  fquadron  into  the  Baltic  to 
prefcrve  Daiitzidt. 

Ragotlki  was  prefently  put  out  of  a  condition 

of  fighting.     The  Wallachians  and  Moldavians 

deferted  him  by  the  exprefs  order  of  the  fultan, 

who  difapprovcd  of  this  coterprize  ef  the  prince 
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of  Tranfilvania.  After  this  defertion,  it  was  ea{jf 
for  the  Poles  to  defeat  him.  He  was  beaten  near 
Sendomir,  where  he  attempted  to  pafs  the  Viflula^ 
and  loil  in  his  mzvch,  and  in  the  battle,  14,000 
of  his  men,  with  all  his  artillery.  They  then 
came  to  a  treaty,  and  it  was  agreed,  that  Ragot- 
fki  ihould  aik  pardon  of  the  king  of  Poland^ 
that  he  ihould  break  the  engagement  he  had 
made  with  the  king  of  Sweden,  and  furnifh  a. 
certain  number  of  troops,  whenever  it  was  re- 
quired of  liim.  But  this  defeat,  and  this  dilho- 
nourable  treaty,  were  not  the  end  of  his  misfor- 
tunes. The  fujtan,  enraged  that  he  fhould  enter 
Poland  againft  the  exprefs  orders  of  the  Porte, 
enjoined  the  Tranfilvanians  to  make  choice  of 
another  vaivode.  In  vain  he  implored  the  fuc- 
cour  of 'the  emperor;  after  fcveral  engagements 
with  his  competitors,  he  was  beaten  by  the 
Turks  near  Hermilad^  and  fqon  after  died  of  his 
wounds. 

'  1638.  Charles  Guflavus  was  almoft  as  unfor- 
tunate. Frederic,  king  of  Denmark,  having 
declared  war  againft  him,  made  fo  powerful  a 
diverlion  in  favour  of  Poland,  that  he  obliged 
the  king  of  Sweden  to  dcfift  from  his  proje6l  in 
order  to  defend  his  own  dominions.  Charles 
Guftavus  had  indeed  very  great  advantages  in  the 
beginning  of  this  war.  That  prince,  whofe  cou- 
rage might  have  been  termed  ralhnefs,  if  mccets 
had  not  juftificd  his  actions,  encountered  tlie 
depths  of  the  fea,  which  might  have  opened  un- 
der his  feet,  and  led  Jus  army  acrofs  the  ice  into 
Zealand,  to  lay  fiege  to  Copenhagen.  Peace  was 
then  made  to  the  cjiladvantage  of  Frederic ;  but 
it  did  not  lall  long.  By  tliis  treaty  the  two  kingij 
were  to  Ihut  up  the  mouth  of  the  Baltic,  and  not 
tp  fuifer  apy  foreign  vclfcls  tp  pafs  tlirough  it, 
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The  king  of  Denmark^  at  the  fblicitation  of  the 
Dutch,  who  promiied  him  a  powerful  ailtflance, 
refufed  to  obferve  this  article  ;  and  upcm  this  pre- 
text the  war  was  renewed. 

1659.  The  Dutch  kept  their  word  with  Frede* 
ric,  and  thofe  two  powers  united  together  at  lafl 
humbled  the  pride  of  the  haughty  Charles  Gufta- 
vus.  The  Dutch  fleet  beat  admiral  Wrangel  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Sounds  who  prefumed  not  any 
longer  to  keep  the  iea,  but  retired  into  his  ports. 
The  Swedes  at  lafl,  after  having  been  repulied 
before  Copenhagen,  were  defeated  in  the  iile  of 
Funen,  and  obliged  to  fue  for  peace.  This  wa» 
a  finilhing  flroke  to  the  king  of  Sweden.  He, 
who  till  then  had  been  a  conqueror,  and  given 

•  laws  to  all  his  neighbours,  and  was  now  con- 
quered and  obliged  to  receive  it  fron>  them,  could 
not  furvive  the  defeat.  The  licknefs  of  which 
he  died,  was  imputed  to  the  vexation  which  this 
turn  of  fortune  had  given  him.  He  was  the  ri- 
val of  tlie  great  Guflavus,  but  lefs  fortunate, 
though  poflciled  perhaps  of  equal  courage  and 
ability. 

1660.  John  Cafimir  in  the  mean  time  had  re- 
covered almoft  all  the  places  which  Charles  Guf- 
tavus  had  taken  from  him.  Cracow  and  its 
citadel  were  reduced  to  the  obedience  of  their 
natural  prince  in  1657.  Soon  after,  tlie  elector 
of  Brandenbourg  had  joined  with  bis  neighbours, 
and  concluded  a  league,  ofFcnfive  and  defenlivc, 
againll  the  Swedes  his  former  allies.  Laftly, 
Thorn  and  the  gi-catell  part  of  Pruflia  had  fhook 
off  the  yoke :  and  a  treaty  concluded  this  year 
with  Sweden,  had  put  Cafimir  again  into  polfef- 
fion  of  all  the  reil.  Charles  XI.  the  fon  and 
fiicccflbr  of  Charles  Guflavus,  gave  back  all  the 
conquells  his  father  had  made ;  and  Cafimir,  on 
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his  fidci  renounced  all  daim  to  the  crown  of  . 

Sweden.    However  well  grounded  his  preteniions 

were,  they  were  become  ufelefs ;  and  by-  parting 

with  nothing  realj   he  gained  a  fubfiantial  b6« 

nefit. 

As  foon  as  the  Poles  were  freed  from  any  ap- 

prehenlion  of  the  Swedilh  arms,  they  thought  of 
revenging  the  injuries  they  had  fufFered  from  the 
Mufcovites.  Caarnelki  and  Sapieha  cut  ofiF  26yOoo 
of  them  not  far  from  Polanlki.    Ten  thoufimd 

"more  periihed  in  the  plains  of  Glembokia,  which 
were  left  upon  the  field  of  battle.  Cafimir  then 
befic^ed  Vilna,  the  capital  of  Lithuania*,  which 
the  Ruffians  had  conquered.  The  city  was  eafily 
carried,  but  the  caftle  made  a  ftout  refiftance. 

This  fiege  was  equally  fatal  to  Cafimir  and  the 
Poles,  by  the  divifion  which  aroie  between  the 
Jting  and  his  fubje<5s.  A  part  of  the  army  re- 
volted, and  chofe  prince  Lubormilki  for  their 
general.  Thefe  mifunderftandings  delayed  the 
attacks,  and  made  the  fiege  longer  and  more 
bloody.  Peace  was  not  made  with  the  czar  till 
fome  years  after. 

1655.  The  divifions  which  had  lately  broken 
out,  were  carried  to  fuch  extremities,  that  the 
republic  foon  faw  two  oppofite  parties  within  its 
own  bofom  ready  to  rend  it  in  pieces,  Cafimir 
Taifed  troops;  and  the  rebels  and  Lubormifki 
armed  on  their  fide.     The  Poles  were  upon  the 

Eoint  of  coming  to  blows,  when  the  principal 
eads  of  the  revolting  party,  repenting  of  what 
they  had  done,  threw  themfelves  at  the  king's 
ffeet,  and  befought  his  pardon  ;  but  thefe  fubmif- 
fions  were  not  fincere.  The  nobility  forgot  the 
refpeA  they  owed  to  the  facrcd  perfon  of  the 
prince  who  governed  them ;  and  Cafimir,  unable 
to  fupport  the  weight  of  fo  many  cares,  and  na- 
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torally  inclined  to  repoft,  abdicated  the  crown  in 
the  diet  of  Warfaw,  and  retired  the  next  year 
into  France,  where  king  Lewis  XIV.  gave  him  the 
abbey  of  St  Germain  des  Pres.  He  died  at  Re- 
fers in  1672. 

1668.  This  prince,  who  was  mild,  affable,  and 
polite,  but  .irrefolute  in  his  defigns,  fearful,  and 
almoil  conftantly  unfortunate,   lived  to  fee  his 
neighbours  in  arms,  and  his  fubje<5b  in  rebellion 
agkinft  him.      When  Charles  Guftavus  entered 
Poland,  John  Cafimir  fled  into  Silelia.    His  cha- 
jraifter  was  (hewn  ftill  more  in  the  revolt  of  Lu-* 
bormiiki.      It  is  always  a  reproach  upon  a  prince  . 
to  refign  a  crown,  unlefs  the  abdication   appear 
to  be  altogether  voluntary.     To  pafs  a  right  judg- 
ment upon  this  fa  A,  k  may  not  he  amiis  to  attend 
to  the  fentiments  wiiich  the  Poles  expreffed  at  the 
t'mie.  **  Why,"  faid  Cafimir  Zawardlki,  the  ftaroft 
of  Culn^,  in  his  Secret  Hiftory,   **  Why  dicf  John 
**  Cafimir  renounce  the  fccptrc,  which  he  had  be- 
**  fore  fo  earneftly  fought  after  ?  Poland  fiood  in 
*'  amaze  at  the  view  of  fuch  a  ftep  as  (eemed  to 
**  point  out  tlie  funeral  of  its  liberties.      It  ap«- 
"  peared  as  if  the  king  had  forcfeen  the  fell  of 
^^  the  Polifh  empire,  and  retired  left  he  Ihould  be 
'^  overwhelmed  in  its  ruins.     This  dilhonourable 
^*  apprehenfion  was  urged  as  the  caufe  of  his  re- 
*'  treat.     He  was  in  a  condition  to  fupport  tho 
**  cares  of  the  government,  a§  he  was  ftill  fenfi- 
♦*  ble  of  pleafurcs.      It  fecmed  as  if  he  looked 
**  upon  his  fubjedls  as  his  enemies,  and  that  ho 
*^  fled  like  a  conquered  prince,  driven  out  pf  hii 
'*  dominions.'* 

The  turbulent  reign  of  John  Cafimir  was 
r^arked  by  the  introduction  of  the  Liber um  Vetg^ 
or  the  power  which  each  nuntio  claims  and  exer^ 
i:iies  oi  ipterpofing  ^  negative,  ai)d  in  coufequcnce 
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of  that  intcrpofition  of  breaking,  up  the  diet ;  a 
privilege  which  the  ibvereifljii'himfelf  does  notpof- 
fbfe,  and  which  has  contributed,  more  than  any 
other  innovation,  to  deftroy  the  true  balance  of 
the  Polifh  conftitution.  But  the  king  was  ftill  the 
fountain  of  honour:  he  conferred  the  principal 
dignities  and  great  offices  of  the  republic ;  and  be- 
llowed the  ftarofties,  or  royal  fiefs,  which  are 
held  during  the  life-time  of  the  pofleiTor.  Hence 
he  liill  maintained  great  influence  in  tlie  councils 
of  the  nation^ 


SECT.     IX. 


MICHAEL. 


The  abdication  of  Caftmir  producing  an  inter- 
regnum, the  nobility  took  up  arms,  and  came  by 
fquadrons  into  the  field  of  elc(Stion.  fiut  this  pre- 
caution, which  they  had  ufcd  only  to  prevent  ca- 
balling, had  very  nearly  been  i'atal  to  them ;  for, 
borne  away  by  the  impetuous  caprice  of  different 
fa(51:ions,  they  rofc  agaiiili  the  fcnatc,  and  were 
feento  turn  thofe  very  arms  againil:  the  princi]:al 
lords,  which  they  had  taken  up  to  defend  the  li- 
berty of  their  fuffragcs. 

1669.  iStaniflaus  Prafinoufki,  arelibifhop  of 
Gnefna,  and  primate,  fixed  the  opening  of  the 
general  diet  to  the  fecond  of  Ma)'.  The  great 
duke  of  Mufcovy  firll  dcrnancicd  tlic  crown  for 
his  eldeft  (on.  An  army  of  80,000  men  waited 
for  the  anfwer  of  the  Poles  upon  the  frontiers,  and 
were  ready  to  fall  upon  them  if  the}-  did  not  clcr^; 
the  Prince  of  Ruflia,  In  cafe  of  his  clc<^tion,  tlic 
czar  promiied  to  refiore  Kiow  and  all  the  other 
towns  he  had  conquered  J  to  maintain  an  army 
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of  ao,ooQ  men  for  the  fervlce  of  the  republic,  and 
to  pay  ten  millions  into  the  trcafury.  Thefe  fine 
promifes  however  had  little  eiFedl  upofi  the  Poles; 
the  menaces  which  accompanied  them  made  a 
greater  impreffion.  As  they  were  not  in  a  con- 
dition to  refill,  they  had  rec^urfe  to  difidmula- 
tion.  Pac^  high  chancellor  of  Lithuania^  aflured 
the  czar  of  the  good  will  and  inclination  of  the 
Pplcs  toward  the  prince  his  fon,  and  gave  him 
hopes  that  he  would  be  eledled,  provided  he  could 
refolve  to  renounce  the  Greek  church. 
.  The  czar,  more  guided  by  his  ambition,  than 
influenced  by  his  religion,  fooh  removed  that  ob- 
llacle,  and  the  Mufcovite  biihops  declared,  that 
as  the  intention  of  the  candidate  in  contending 
for  the  crown  of  Poland  was  only  that  he  might 
be  able  to  flrike  a  greater  terror  into  the  common 
enemy  of  all  Chrillendom,  he  might  lawfully 
conform  to  the  Latin  church. 

Thus  the  Poles,  in  apprehenfion  of  a  rupture 
which  might  have  been  of  bad  confcquence  to 
them,  fl:rovc  to  gain  time,  and  allured  the  czar 
with  fpecious  promifes  without  meaning  to  kepp 
jiny  of  them. 

The  prince  of  Conde,  the  duke  of  Newburg, 
and  princsC  Charles  of  Lorraine,  aUb  appeared 
upon  the  lifl,  and  each  of  thefe  had  his  fa61ion. 
Oborfki  Itarofl:  of  Warfaw  fupported  the  interefl: 
of  the  prince  of  Condc,  and  his  fad  ion  flattered 
lliemiclves  they  ihould  carry  it  before  all  the  refi:. 
But  on  the  cSth  of  May,  the  fl:^ndard-bcarer  of 
the  palatinate  of  Scndomir,  of  the  faction  of  the 
Piafls,  having  obtained  leave  to  fpeak,  broke  out 
into  a  fevere  invedive  againil  Oborfki,  and 
charged  him  with  betraying  the  liberty  of  the  na- 
tion, and  felling  his  voice.  '  They  even  produced 
letters,  by  which  it  appeared,  that  on  the  twenty^- 
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fifth  of  the  fame  month,  the  primate  and  twelve 
lards,  whom  they  called  the  vile  flaved  of  the 
French  ambition,  had  held  a  private  meeting  in  " 
favour  of  the  prince  of  Gonde,  and  that  the  fc- 
nate  meant  to  carry  the  ele6tion,  to  the  prgudice 
of  the  gentlemen  of  an  inferior  rank. 

Upon  reading  thefe  letters,  the  whole  aflembly 
broke  into  a^;^ ;  they  railed  their  fabres,  and 
with  threatening  voices  demanded  the  trial  of 
Oboriki.  That  lord  in  unfpeakablc  fright,  turned 
pale,  and  attempted  to  make  his  cfcapc;  but 
they  kept  him  there  by  force,  and  obliged  him  to 
Iwear  that  he  would  no  longer  adhere  to  the  par- 
ty of  the  French  prince,  but  declare  that  he 
looked  upon  him  as  incapable  of  wearing  the 
crown. 

Some  few  days  after,  the  nobility  required  the 
primate  to  pronounce  ^the  excluiion  of  the  prince 
of  Conde.  The  whole  fcnate  was  in  a  confter- 
nation  at  fuch  a  propofal.  But  the  primate 
thought  to  elude  it,  by  faving,  that  if  tlie  nobl- 
Ijty  expedied  a  decifion-  ot  the  whole  frnate,  they 
muft  be  called  together;  but  if  they  alked  oiiij 
for  his  particular  declaration,  he  was  ready  itr, 
confent  to  the  election  of  any  peribn  who  fhould 
have  the  fuffrages  of  the  whole  nation.  The  bi- 
fliop  of  Warmia,  the  palatines  of  Kiow,  Culm, 
and  Pomerania  appeared  to  be  of  the  fame  feiiti- 
rnehts  with  the  primate,  and  the  grand  marflial 
of  the  crown  iaid  aloud,  That  if  the  nobility 
took  upon  them  to  profcribe  fo  tumultuoufly  a 
candidate  of  fo  high  a  ciiarafter,  he  would  quit 
bis  poft  arul  retire. 

The  refolution  of  thcfc  lords  did  not  appeafe 
the  tumult:  the  primate,  foraxi  by  the  cries 
and  menaces  of  the  meaner  gcxitUmcn,  who 
were  mod  of  them  pcrfons  of  no  dilUnclion,  but 
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Jealous  of  their  privileges^  and  capable  of  defend^ 
ing  them  bjr  violence,  laid  at  laft,  I  exckdt  him 
ibem,  JittCi  thy  wiU  have  itfo.  CcHOipelled  to  quit 
the  party  of  the  prince  of  Cond^,  but  preferving 
iiiU  a  firong  inclii^tioa  towards  him,  he  could 
not  pronounce  his  name  in  that  faJtil  judgment* 
Thus  were  all  tlie  hopes  of  the  Rrendi  prince  ciit 
off  at  once,  and  no  one  durfl  afterwards  attempt 
to  uige  any  thing  in  his  favour. 

The  diet,  growing  more  calm,  then  »ve  au- 
dience to  the  emperor's  ambalTadon  This  mi- 
Xxi&CT  ipoke  ia  behalf  of  Philip  WiHiam  duke  of 
Npwburg,  and  defired  the  Poles  to  (hew  a  proper 
regard  to  the  merit  of  that  prince.  The  envoy  of 
the  marquis  of  Brandenbourg  joined  with  mm^ 
and  the  king  of  England  wrote  likewife  to  Hie 
republic  in  his  favour.  As  to  the  candidate  him- 
jelf,  he  made  |>rodigious  promiies;  but  it  was 
thought  he  neither  could,  nor  even  defigned  to 
perform  them.  Beilde,  though  his  merit  was 
great,  he  was  a  German,  and  of  a  nation  by  no 
means  agreeable  to  the  Poles ;  and  the  emperor^s 
recommendation  was  rather  diilerviceable  than 
beneficial  to  him.  It  is  likewife  faid,  that  though 
ttie  imperial  miniiler  propofed  him  as  a  candidate^ 
and  publicly  elpoufed  his  intereil,  yet  he  privately 
recommended  Charles  of  Lorraine. 

The  old  duke  exhaufted  his  treafures^  and  ))e* 
flowed  them  very  profufely  among  the  avaricious 
Poles.  They  fed  him  with  fair  prcnnifes,  and  fo 
long  as  liis  money  lailed,  his  cabal  was  confide** 
derable,  and  had  even  the  upper  hand  of  the 
duke  of  Newburg*sj  but  when  that  fburce  was 
'drained,  his  party  funk,  and  gave  way  to  tho 
isL&Aon  of  the  Piails.  \ 

The  nobility,  impatient  at  the  length  of  tho 
diet,  and  fufpedling  the  Icnate,  murmured  in  every 
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quarter.  The  principal  lords  narrovyly  eicaped 
being  torn  to  pieces  by  the  rage  of  the  multitude. 
The  foldiers,  who  guai^ded  the  doors  of  the  Kola, 
difcharged  their  mufquets  into  the  place  of  elec- 
tion, and  the  fliot  fell  among  the  bifhops  and 
palatines.  To  avoid  the  danger,  fome  hid  them- 
felves  under  their  feats,  and  others  betook  them- 
felves  to  flight.  The  bifhop  of  Plotiko,  Lcc-^ 
zinfki,  and  the  caflellan  of  Pofnania,  got  off 
with  difficulty :  two  other  lords  were  flain ;  a 
third  was  fliot  through  the  hand.  The  feditious 
followed  after  thofe  who  left  the  Kola,  and 
treated  them  very  roughly :  the  whole  ienate 
was  difperfed,  and'in  the  utmoft  danger. 

Opalinlki  palatine  of  Kalifch  at  length  appeafed 
this  diforder.  Having  called  the  gentlemen  toge- 
ther, he  addrcfled  them  to  this  effedl :  "  To  what 
"  end,"  faid  he,  "  fhould  we  thus  aflault  each 
"  other  for  princes  with  whom  we  arc  fo  little 
•*  acquainted  ?  After  they  are  chofen,  will  they 
**  think  themfelves  obliged  to  us  for  our  fufirages, 
**  or  take  any  notice  of  thofe  whofe  voices  have 
*^  raifed  them  to  the  throne  ?  Let  us  rather  conii- 
^*  der  our  true  interefl,  and,  without  devouring 
^*  one  another,  let  us  chufe  from  among  our- 
*'  felves  a  man  worthy  to  command  over  the 
*'  whole  nation.  Have  we  no  members  of  the 
*^  republic  who  are  capable  of  goveniing  it  ?  Or 
'^  can  we,  without  diflionour,  feek  for  kings 
*^  amongft  foreigners,  as  if  we  could  find  none 
**  deferving  among  ourfelves  ?" 

Thofe  who  had  a  mind  to  get  all  they  could 
before  they  proceeded  to  an  ele6lion,  oppofed 
Opaliniki.  Among  others,  the  palatinate  of  Po- 
dolia  demand(;d,  that  they  fliould  firft  provide  for 
the  fecurity  of  Kaminiec ;  but  their  remonftranccs 
were  not  regarded.     One  and  twenty  palatinates 
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declared  for  a  Piaft^  and  nominated  fome  fe^ 
days  after  Michael  Coribut  Wiesnowiski. 
The  greateft  oppolition  was  from  the  Lithuanians^ 
who  had  no  fhare  in  that  choice ;  but  the  blood 
of  one  of  their  deputies,  who  was  cut  to  pieces 
before  their  6yes,  impofed  filence  upon  the  reft, 
and  all  concurred  to  the  proclamation  of  th$ 
prince  cledled. 


SECT.     X. 


MlCHxVEL* 


WiESNowjsKi  was  fcarcely  known  before  his 
promotion.  His  father  had  loft  600,000  livres  a 
year  in  the  war  with  the  Coflacks,  and  the  fon 
had  long;  fubfifted  upon  the  liberality  of  the  late 
king.  He  was  indeed  of  the  family  of  Jaghellon, 
and  defcendcd  from  Coribut  the  brother  of  that 
prince ;  but  he  had  done  nothing  anfwerable  to 
his  high  birth.  Upon  the  news  of  his  eleftion^ 
he  protefted  that  he  had  not  abilities  to  bear  the 
burden  they  had  laid  upon  him,  and  did  all  he 
could  to  decline  it ;  commendable  in  this,  fKat 
he  was  acquainted  with  his  own  weaknefs,  and 
made  no  fcruple  to  avow  it.  If  he  was  furprifed 
at  his  advancement  to  the  throne,  the  Poles  were 
fo^n  no  lefs  aftonilhed  to  fee  themfelves  governed 
by  fuch  a  prince;  nor  could  they  conceive  how  it 
was  they  came  to  elcft  him.  The  republic  was 
never  reduced  fo  nearlv  to  the  brink  of  abfolutc 
ruin  as  under  his  adminifl ration,  and  they  more 
than  once  talked  of  depofing  him. 

The  cxar  of  Mufcovy,  in  rcfentment  of  his 
Ton's  difapplbintment,  now  revived  the  rage  of  the 
Coflacks,     Dorpzenlki,  their  new,  general^  wA 
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ef  faiii^lf  fiifficiently  Inclined  to  war^  and  hoped 
to  fona  a  principality  for  himielf  by  means  of 
tbeTe  troubles.  He  therefore  took  a  journey  to 
Coniiaatinople,  offered  the  Ukraine  to  the  fultan> 
and  promiicd  to  introduce  Turkifli  garrifbns  into 
the  Anrngeft  places  of  the  provinces,  provided  he 
would  confer  the  jH-incipality  of  it  upon  him,  and 
fupport  him  againft  the  arms  of  Poland.  His  of- 
fers were  accepted,  and  the  bafha  Kioprili  gave 
orders  to  the  Tartars  to  join  with  the  Coilacks^ 
and  begin  their  ravages,  which  are  the  ufual  fore- 
runners  of  the  Ottoman  armies* 

They  advanced  the  next  year  toward  Podolia^ 
and  laid  liege  to  Kaminiec,  the  fble  place  belong- 
ing to  Poland  in  that  quarter  that  was  confi- 
derable  for  its  fortifications;  and  the  Infidels  made 
themfelves  maflers  of  it  in  nine  days.  This  con- 
quefi  threw  the  whole  kingdom  into  a  confler- 
nation.  The  country  was  open,  and  without 
defence,  and  the  enemy  might  march  unobfhrifted 
to  the  centre.  Wicfnowilkl,  to  get  rid  of  them^ 
gave  up  Podolia  to  the  Cofiacks,  and  promiied 
to  pay  the  fultan  a  tribute  of  22,000  ducats. 

Tliis  ihameful  treaty,  however,  was  not  ob- 
lerved.  John  Sobiefki,  the  grand  marihal  of  the 
erown,  foon  revenged  his  country,  and  brought 
down  the  pride  of  the  infidels*  The  bafha  Huf- 
iain  was  intrenched  nearChoczim,  and  threatened 
the  kingdom  with  an  immediate  invafion.  He 
had  already  prepared  chains  for  the  Poles,  andl 
propofed  to  fix  the  Ottoman  flandards  upon  the 
wally  of  Cracow  before  the  end  of  the  campaign ; 
but  finding  that  the  hofpodar  or  vaivode  of 
M(ddavia  had  not  joined  him  with  as  many 
troops,  or  as  good  as  he  expedled,  he  broke  out 
^ito  a  paflion,  abufed  him  bitterly,  and  ^t  lafl 
Struck  him  i)pon  tibc  head  i^th  an  ax,    and 
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wounded  him.  The  Moldavian,  enraged  at  this 
affront,  drew  over  the  vaivode  of  Wallachia  to 
engage  in  his  quarrel,  and  thefe  two  princes 
agreed  to  revenge  themfelves  by  treachery,  and 
informed  Sobieiki  how  they  were  difpofed. 

The  Polifh  general  prcfented  himfelf  before  the 
Turkifli  camp,  and  was  admitted  into  it  by  the 
two  vaivodes,  who  joined  with  him.  But  notwith- 
ftanding  their  defcrtion,  the  Infidels  maintained 
the  fight  for  four  hours.  At  laft  they  were  forced 
to  yield,  and  of  the  35,000  men,  which  com- 
pofed  their  army,  fcarcely  1500  were  left  alive. 
Yet  all  the  benefit  that  was  reaped  from  this  vic- 
tory, ^vas  the  conqueft  of  Choczim.  The  Poles, 
loaded  with  an  immenfe  booty,  were  defirous  to 
fecure  it,  and  retired  for  fear  of  lofing  it.  They 
might  indeed  have  recovered  Kaminiec,  or  fallen 
Upon  the  bafha  Kaplam  with  advantage,  who 
was  with  the  Afiatic  troops  under  the  cannon  of 
Czezowa ;  but  the  Chriftian  army  negle6led  to 
make  a  proper  ufe  of  that  fortunate  circumftapce, 
and  difbanded,  notwithftanding  all  the  orders  and 
care  of  the  general  to  the  contrary.  King  Michael 
Wiefnowiiki  died  on  the  fame  day  this  battle  waa 
fought,  not  much  regretted  by  his  fubjedls. 

1677.  The  death  of  Michael  revived  the  hopes 
of  moft  of  the  candidates  who  had  already  i):ood 
at  the  time  of  his  eleclion,  and  gave  place  ta 
fome  other  pretenfions.  The  diet  began  on  the 
2oth  of  April,  and  the  competitors  were,  the  great 
duke  of  Mufcov}%  the  elector  of  Brandenbourg, 
the  prince  of  Tranfilvania,  princp  George  of  Den- 
mark, the  duke  of  Newburg,  and  prince  CJharles 
of  Lorrain ;  and  laft  of  all,  Sobieiki  appeared  in 
/avour  of  a  prince  of  France,  whoie  name  was 
kept  a  fecret.  All  thefe  pretenders  were  received, 
and  their  propofals  heard. 
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The  czar,  notwithflanding  the  ill  fuccefe  of  his 
former  attempts,  offered  the  Poles  his  fecond  fon,  a 
youth  of  between  thirteen  and  fourteen  years  of  age. 
His  demand  was  expreffed  in  humbler  terms  than 
at  the  preceding  di6t ;  and  if  he  promifed  lefe, 
his  menaces  were  fewer  alfo.  But  no  farther  re- 
gard was  paid  to  them  than  might  reafonably  be 
expected  from  good  manners,  and  the  appfehen- 
fion  of  difobliging  fo  powerful  a  neighbour. 

The  ele6lor  of.  Brandenbourg  propofed  the 
electoral  prince  his  ibn,  and  promifed  that  he 
ihould  embrace  the  Romifli  religion,  in  cafe  he 
was  chofen :  but  his  party  was  fmalL  As  he  was 
a  German  by  nation,  he  was  not  beloved ;  and 
as  a  proteftant  by  religion,  it  was  apprehended  that 
a  converfion  for  the  fake  of  a  crown  might  not  be 
fincere ;  and  fuch  a  prince  might  prove  dangerous. 
The  eledlor  foon  perceived  howthe  Poles  flood  af- 
fe(9:ed  toward  his  fon,  and  declined  the  contefl. 

Michael  Abaffi  vaivode  of  Tranfilvania,  befides 
fifteen  millions,  offered  to  unite  his  principality 
to  the  crown,  and  to  maintain  an  army  of  fifteen 
thoufand  men  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  republic 
while  at  war  with  the  Turk :  but  thefe  offers 
were  beyond  the  power  of  the  Tranfilvanian,  and 
impoffible  ever  to  be  executed. 

Prince  George  of  Denmark  was  fupported  by  the 
king  his  brother,  who  offered  three  millions,  and 
the  maintenance  of  fix  thoufand  horfe.  He  was 
oppofed  by  Sweden,  which  acfted  fo  powerfully 
againft  him,  that  his  faction,  which  was  always 
inconfiderable,  was  foon  loft  in  the  refl. 

The  mofl  mighty  of  the  competitors  were,  the 
duke  of  Newburg,  and  Charles  of  Lorrain.  The 
firfl  of  thefe  princes  folicited  for  his  eldefl  fon, 
end  offered  at  the  fame  time  a  king  to  Poland^ 
and  an  hufband  to  the  queen,  the  widow  of  Mi- 
chel Coribut  Wiclbowifki.  The  Poles  were  in- 
clined 
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clined  toward  him ;  but  lie  found  a  powerful 
adverfary  in  the  prince  of  Lorrain.  The  queen 
xvas  in  love  with  Charles^  and  pawned  her  very 
jewels  to  buy  him  vptes.  Pac  the  chancellor  of 
Lithuania^  and  all  the  deputies  of  the  duchy, 
were  devoted  to  him ;  befides,  the  peribnal  merit 
of  the  prince  of  Lorrain  had  gained  him  a  great 
number  of  followers.  He  advanced  as  far  as  Si- 
lefia  to  encourage  his  faftion,  and  fuccour  them 
in  cafe  of  need. 

John  Sobiefki  grand  marihal  of  the  crowfii 
had  declared,  as  already  obferved,  for  a  prince  of 
France.  Crowned  with  the  laurels  he  had  lately 
gained  in  the  battle  of  Choczim,  and  beloved  by 
the  army,  he  had  power  and  credit  enough  to 
create  a  king,  without  nominating  the  candidate 
whofe  intereft  he  efpoufed ;  he  only  gave  the 
charader  and  defcription  of  him,  and  under  the 
borrowed  lines  of  the  pretended  prince  for  whom 
he  folicited,  he  evidently  drew  his  own  pifture. 
He  publicly  alked  for  a  prince  of  the  blood  of 
France,  while  in  very  deed  he  intended  no  lefe 
than  to  fet  the  crown  upon  his  own  head. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  factions  of  Newburg 
and  Lorrain,  promoted  by  different  interefls,  gave 
caufe  to  apprehend  a  double  elqftion.  The  IS- 
nate,  devoted  to  the  Gertnan  prince,  difpatched 
the  bilhop  of  Cracow  and  fome  other  prelates  to 
the  queen,  to  engage  her  to  forget  the  prince  of 
Lorrain,  and  to  offer  her  the  crown,  and  the 
prince  of  Newburg  for  a  huftand.  But  the 
queen  continued  inflexible,  and,  remaining  coii* 
ftant  to  ter  lover,  took  upon  herfelf  to  make 
him  a  king.  The  Lithuanians  fwore  to  be  faith- 
ful to  him,  and  to  die  rather  than  defert  his 
party.  The  Poles,  on  the  other  hand,  provoked 
at  the  princefs's  refufal,  grew  more  fixed  in  their 
refolution ;  and  the  more  conllancy  they  faw  in 
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the  oppofite  fa<5lion,  the  more  finnly  they  ad- 
hered to  their  own  candidate. 

In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  and  under  the  ap« 
prehenfion  of  an  enfuing  difpute,  Sobielki  fet  his 
friends  to  work.  He  had  privately  carried  on  his 
deiign,  that  he  might  be  out  of  tlie  reach  of  envy, 
and  did  not  lay  open  his  purpofe,  till  he  faw 
the  difcovery  was  likely  to  be  attended  with  fuo 
jcefs.  The  palatine  of  Ruflia  addrcfled  the  aflem- 
bly  to  this  purpofe  :  "  The  republic,"  faid  he, 
**  is  in  extreme  danger,  and  threatened  with  all 
^^  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war ;  and  yet  what  are 
'^  the  objects  of  fo  fatal  a  divifion  ?  the  queen, 
^'  on  the  one  fide,  devoted  to  Charles  of  Lor- 
^^  rain,  does  not  approve  the  prince  of  Newburg 
^^  for  a  hufband ;  and  thus  the  caprice  of  a .  wo-r 
^*  man  is  to  fet  us  in  arms  one  againft  another. 
^^  On  the  other  hand,  we  are  divided  in  the  caufe 
.**  of  a  Grerman,  whoffe  country  alone  fliould  be  a 
*'  fufficient  motive  for  our  refiifing  him*  Thus 
*'  we  facrifice  ourfelvcs  for  a  ftranger,  and  one 
*^  who  is  little  known  to  us.  Let  us  ceafe  then 
^*  thefe  divifions,  which  are  founded  on  fuch  fri* 
*^  volous  caufes,  and  yet  muft  prove  fo  fatal  in 
^'  their  confequences.  Let  us  fet  afide  both  the 
*^  competitors,  who  arc  no  othcrwife  confiderable 
*'  than  by  the  cabals  they  have  found  means  to 
^^  form ;  and  let  the  true  intcrcft  of  the  kingdom 
^^  influence  and  diredl  our  fufFrages.  What  kind 
*^  of  a  head  does  the  republic  ftand  in  need  of? 
**  an  hero,  who  has  courage  enough  to  conquer, 
*^  and  wifdom  to  govern  us  in  peace.  And  why 
*^  ihould  we  feek  for  him  out  of  Poland  ?  We 
**  have  among  ourfclves  that  great  man  who  de- 
*^  ferves  to  con^nand  us.  You.  all  know  him, 
*^  and  have  oft  admired  his  courage  and  prudence. 
'^  His  viAories,  and  his  virtues,  point  him  out  to 
^*  .YOU  plainly  enough.     The  conquered  Turks. 

**  and 
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**  and  the  Coflacks  brought  under  fubjedion, 
^*  folicit  you  in  his  favour.  The  fecurity  of 
*'  your  frontiers  againft  the  invafions  of  your 
"  enenaies ;  the  tranquillity  enjoyed  in  the  heart 
*^  of  your  kingdom ;  the  conqueft  of  Choczim; 
*^  — thefe  are  claims^  which  ihould  carry  your 
"  voices.  You  fee  by  thefe  circumftances.that  I 
**  propofe  Sobiefki.  Befide  his  great  virtues,  you 
*^  owe  a  recompence  to  his  fervices.  After  hav- 
"  ing  faved  the  ftate^  can  you  refufe  him  the 
'^  government  of  it  ?" 

Upon  naming  this  candidate,  thofe  who  were. 
before  prepared,  rofe  up,  and  gave  him  their  fuf- 
frages  aloud.  The  palatinates  of  Ruflia  declared 
for  him,  and  were  followed  by  that  of  Cracow. 
The  reft  of  Poland  was  drawn  after  them,  and , 
either  through  fear,  inclination^  or  example,  al- 
moft  all  the  aflembly  in  an  inftant  nominated  the 
grand  marihal  to  the  throne. 

The  Lithuanians  oppofed  this  choice,  atid  en- 
tered their  pr6teftations.  Certain  fenators  were 
di^atched  to  bring  them  back  to  the  Kola;  and 
their  remonftrances  fo  far  prevailed,  that  the  next 
morning  the  diflentients  joined  the  body  of  the 
nation^  and  the  proclamation  was  made  in  their 
prefence  with  an  unanimous  conient. 

It  is  faid,  that  M.  de  Fourbin  de  Janfon,  then 
bifhop  of  Marfeilles,  and  ambaflador  of  France 
in  Poland,  had  a  great  Ihare  in  the  advance- 
ment of  Sobielki.  His  inftru6Hons  were,  to  ex- 
clude the  prince  of  Lorrain,  with  whom  France 
had  great  reafon  to  be  diflatisfied.  This  minifter 
~  iirft  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  prince  of  New- 
burg  ;  but  finding  that  he  was  no  more  likely  to 
fucceed  than  his  competitor,  the  lagacious  prelate 
privately  joined  himfelf  to  the  party  of  Sobielki, 
who  for  the  reward  of  his  fervices  procured  him 
the  cardinars  cap. 

N  3  SECT- 
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SECT.    XL 

JOHW    III. S0BIE8KI. 

This  prince  owed  his  fortune  folely  to  his  me- 
rit He  was  a  native  of  the  province  of  Ruilia. 
His  £ither  was  James  Sobieiki  cailellan  of  Cra* 
cow,  and  his  mother  a  daughter  of  Staniflaus 
Zolkienfki  grand  general  of  Poland.  His  con* 
diiA  and  courage  railed  him  to  the  higheft  dig- 
nities in  the  republic.  In  1665  he  was  made 
general,  and  the  year  following  high  fteward  of 
the  houlebold,  and  palatine  of  the  kingdom. 
He  beat  the  Coflacks ;  took  iixty  of  their  towns 
in  one  campaign,  and  then  drove  them  out  of 
the  palatinate  of  Bradaw  into  the  Lower  Podolia. 
After  the  Ic^  <^  Kaoainiec,  he  put  a  ilc^  to  the 
farther  progreis  of  the  Turks,  and  the  conqueft 
of  Choczim  gave  the  finiihing  hand  to  his  glory. 
King  Michael  died  in  that  circumilance.  So- 
bieiki did  not  prefume  to  declare  his  pretenfions  ; 
but  under  the  ihew  of  an  imaginary  candidate,  he 
artfully  formed  his  own  fadiipn,  took  a  proper  time 
to  make  hisdeiigns  known,  and  afcended  the  throne 
he  bad  lately  pre^Sbrved,  and  which,  it  may  be> 
none  but  himfelf  was  capable  of  defending. 

1674.  The  Turks  again  took  the  field  before 
the  Poliih  army  could  be  got  together.  Choczim 
furrendered  after  a  iiege  of  eight  days,  and  Dif- 
l^in  was  taken  at  diicretion.  The  grand  vizir 
then  laid  iiege  to  Human,  which  held  out  for 
fifteen  days.  The  place  was  reduced  to  the  laft 
extremities,  and^  not  finding  any  hopes  of  fuc- 
(:our  at  band,  entered  upon  a  capitulation ;  when 
two  mines  having  blown  up  a  bailion,  opened 
fo  confiderable  a  breach,  that  the  Infidels  entered 
|he  town  Wo»  the  trt^aty  was  iigned.    They  ex* 
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poied  it  to  plunder^  and  put  the  garriron  to  the 
iWord. 

After  thefe  e jcploits,  Kioprili  advanced  towards 
Kaminiec,  ruined  all  the  neighbouring  polls 
which  might  be  of  fervice  to  the  Poles  in  the 
fiege  of  that  city,  arid  then  giving  orders  to  the 
cham  of  Tartary  to  oppofe  Sobiefki  in  the  beft 
manner  he  could,  whofe  army  was  beginning  to 
be  formed,  he  fent  part  of  his  own  into  winter 
quarters,  and  the  reft  he  difpatched  into  Aiia,  to 
lerve  againft  the  fophi  of  Perfia,  who  threatened 
Babylon. 

The  Polifh  armies  were  almoft  wholly  mad« 
up  of  gentlemen  not  fubjcft  to  difciplinc, 
who  generally    negledted  the    orders    of  their 

Erince,  and  did  not  aftemble  at  the  time  fixed  by 
is  decrees.  Thus,  though  Sobieiki  was  very 
defirous  of  engaging  with  the  Turks,  and  op- 
pofing  their  progrefs,  he  was  not  able  to  take 
the  field  till  toward  November,  by  which  tiine 
they  had  already  compafted  all  they  intended. 
As  he  could  not  therefore  join  the  Infidels,  he 
marched  into  the  Ukraine,  at  the  head  of  30,000 
men.  The  capital  of  tha^  province  furrendered 
to  him,  after  having  ftood  out  feven  and  twenty 
years.  Rafcow,  and  moft  of  the  towns  inhabited 
by  the  Coflacks,  either  opened  their  gates  to  him, 
or  were  carried  by  aflault ;  infomuch  that  Doro* 
zenflci  had  but  two  places  left  him  of  any  confi- 
deration.  The  fatigues  of  the  campaign  led  the 
army  of  Lithuania,  under  the  command  of  gene- 
ral Pac,  to  a  revolt,  and  a  great  number  of  the 
Poles  followed  the  example,  and  ^eferted  their 
king. 

1675.  If  Sobieiki  had  not  been  mafter,  of  the 

moft  fingular  patience  and  courage,  Poland  muft 

now  have  been  utterly  loft.      The  Infidels,    in- 
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formed  that  the  pofpolite  *  was  difperfed,  and 
that  the  king  had  not  above  four  or  five  thoufend 
men  in  his  retinue,  came  into  the  field  early  in 
the  ipring,  and  laid  fiege  to  Zbarras,  which  would 
open  them  a  way  into  Ruflia^  from  whence  they 
might  eafily  march  to  the  very  gates  of  the?  ca- 
pital of  the  kingdom.  After  fome  refiftance, 
5,000  peafants,  who  were  blocked  up  in  Zbarras, 
revolted  againft  Defauteuls,  a  French  gentleman 
who  was  governor  of  the  place,  and  threw  hira 
over  the  walls.  The  balha  Ibrahim  punifhed 
them  for  this  treacherj^,  though  it  was  advan- 
tageous to  him^  He  cut  off  the  heads  of  the- 
principal  perfons  concerned,  and  condemned  the 
r^ft  to  the  gallies.  The  conqueror  then  fcnt  out 
large  jparties  to  infiilt  the  little  army  of  Sobiefki, 
which  was  pofted  under  the  cannon  of  Leopold. 
But  thefe  kept  their  ground,  and  repulfed  the 
aflailants  fo  vigoroufly,  that  the  Ottoman  general 
did  not  think  proper  to  engage  in  an  a6tion. 
Overtures  were  then  made  towards  a  peace.  The 
Turks,  elate  with  their  fuccefs,  demanded  that 
Podolia  Ihould  be  given  up  to  them,  that  they 
Ihould  be  reimburifed  the  expences  of  the  war, 
and  that  the  Ukraine  fhould  be  given  to  Doro- 
zenlki',  who  fhould  poffefs  it  as  a  feudatory  of 
the  Porte.  But  weak  as  the  army  of  Sobiefki 
was,  he  refufed  his  confent  to  fo  dilhonourable  a 
treaty,  and  the  war  was  continued  to  the  next 
year. 

1676.  To  juftify  the  refusal  of  the  accommo* 
dation,  he  did  all  he  could  to  re-unite  the  Poles, 
and  with  great  difficulty  foimed  an  army  capable 
of  keeping  the  field.  T-he  Turks  laid  fiege  te 
WoinaiF.      He  marched    againft    them,     and 


See  p.  15. 
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obliged  them  to  raife  the  liege.  He  then  in- 
trenched himfelf  upon  the  banks  of  the  Niefter; 
and  thither  the  Infidels,'  whofe  forces  were  far^ 
iuperior  to  his,  came  up  to  attack  him.  But  all 
their  efforts  proved  unfuccefsful.  Sobiefki,  fe- 
cure  of  his  own  courage  and  the  refolution  of  his 
troops,  marched  even  out  of  his  entrenchments 
to  difpute  a  poft  with  the  eneiny,  of  which  they 
had  a  mind  to  make  themfelves  mailers,  and 
from  whence  they  might  have  incommoded  him 
in  his  camp,  They  fought  till  night  came  on, 
on  the  14th  of  September,  and  the  Chriftian 
army  had  all  the  advantage.  The  four  following 
days  were  diftinguiflied  by  as  many  engagements, 
in  which  the  Turks  were  silways  worfted.  At 
laft,  on  the  9t]i  of  06lober,  Ibrahim,  baiha,  and 
the  cham  of  Tartary,  refolving  upon  a  laft  effort, 
marched  with  their  whole  united  force  againft  the 
Poliih  camp.  They  made  their  attack  with 
bravery  and  refolution;  but  being  repulfed  ini 
every  quarter,  and  afloniflied  at  the  number  of 
the  flain^  they  retreafed,  and  both  parties  then 
came  to  an  accommodation.  Peace  was  coii* 
eluded  upon  the  15th  of  the  fame  month  at 
Zarawnow,  on  the  banks  of  the  Niefler,  on  the 
following  conditions:  that  the  difhonourable 
treaty  made  by  king  Michael  Wiefnovvilki  fhould 
be  difannuUed ;  that  the  Poles  fhould  continue 
in  poffeffion  of  that  part  of  the  Ukraine  which 
lay  on  this  fide  the  Niefler  ;  that  Comircra,  and 
the  territories  appertaining  to  the  general  of  the 
CofTacks,  who  had  lately  put  themfelves  under 
the  protection  of  the  czar  of  Mufcovy,  fhould 
belong  to  the  Turks ;  that  the  !&.oman  Catholic 
religion  fhould  be  preferved  in  thofe  countries ; 
that  the  Infidels  fhould  give  back  all  their  other 
conquefls,  except  Kaminiec  and  its  dependencies; 
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and  that  they  ihould  defend  Poland  againSt  aH 
its  enemies. 

Under  the  circumfiances  in  which  he  then  was, 
at  a  time  when  the  nobflity  could  fcarce  be 
brought  to  a6l  for  the  good  of  the  republic.  So* 
biefki  could  not  obtain  more  advantageous  con** 
ditions.  They  appeared  however  fo  exorbitant 
to  the  grand  fignior,  that  he  refofed  for  fome 
time  to  ratify  them ;  and  did  not  comply  at  laft, 
till  his  grand  vizir  Kioprili  reprefented  to  him, 
that  Poland  would  be  invincible  fo  long  as  the 
arm  and  fortune  of  Sobiefki  could  light  for  it. 

Hungary  had  for  fome  years  laft  paft  been  the 
feat  of  mod  violent  commotions.  The  emperor 
had  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  principal  cities  of 
the  kingdom,  had  garrifoned  them  with  German 
foldiers,  and  attempted  to  make  that  crown  here- 
ditary. Count  Nadafti,  provoked,  at  his  being 
refufed  the  palatinate  of  the  kingdom,  and  count 
,de  Serim,  difcontented  with  not  obtaining  the 
government  of  Carleftadt,  had  fccretly  implored 
the  affiftance  of  the  Porte,  and  offered  to  make 
Hungary,  Croatia,  and  Stiria  tributary  to  the 
Turks,  if  they  would  lend  a  helping  hand  toward 
putting  them  into  their  polleliion.  The  grand 
vizir,  who  had  the  conqueft  of  Candia  from  the 
Venetians  at  that  time  in  his  thoughts,  did  not 
accept  of  their  offers,  though  at  another  time 
they  would  have  been  favourably  received ;  fo 
that  the  malcontents,  defpairing  of  any  afliflance 
from  Turkey,  and  finding,  themfelves  too  weak 
to  engage  in  an  open  revolt,  had  recourfe  to 
other  methods.  Nadafli  invited  Leopold,  the 
emprefs,  and  the  princeffes,  to  an  entertainment 
h^  was  to  give  in  one  of  his  territories,  and  pre- 
pared  a  poifoned  diih  for  the  emperor.  Nadu's 
wiie^  to  whom  the  traitor  had  difcovered  his  de- 
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iign,  was  ftruch  with  fo  much  horror,  ^  that  flie 
cauicd  thp  fatal  dim  to  be  taken  away,  and  ano- 
ther like  it  to  be  ferved  up  in  its  room.  Nadafti 
not  obferving  the  efFe<5ti>  he  expe6ked  from  the 
poifon,  cliarged  it  upon  his  wife,  who  readily 
owned  what  fhe  had  done.  The  barbarous  wretch 
punifhcd  her  for  it  in  the  moft  cruel  ^-aanner  ima- 
ginable, and  forced  her  to  die  by  the  fame  kind 
of  death,  from  which  ihe  had  preferved  the 
emperor.  ^ 

In  the  mean  time,  the  confpirators  ufed  their 
Vtmoft  endeavours  to  debauch  \ho  nobility.     Ra- 
gotlki,    Tattembach,    Frangipani,    and    feveral 
gentlemen  of  diftindtion,  were  drawn  into  the 
plot,  which  was  Ibon  after  difcovered.      Count 
Tattembach  was  bt-trayed  by  his  valet  de  chambre, 
who  fent  to  the  court  of  Vienna  the  original  of 
the  treaty  he  had  made  with  the  count  de  Serinu 
An  intercepted  letter  completed  the  difcovery  oC 
this  dreadful  confpiracy.      Serim   and    Francis 
Chrifiopher  Frangipani  his  brother-in-law    were 
feized  upon  in  a  little  place  of  Croatia,   when 
tliey  leall  expeifted  it,  and  where  their  refiftance 
would  have  been  ineffedlual;  they   furrendercd 
themfelves  quietly,   upon   the    afluranccs     that 
prince  Lobkowitz,  his  imperial  majefty's  firfl:  mi- 
nifter,  gave  them,  that  he  would  procure  their 
pardon.     Nadafli  was  taken  up  at  tiie  fame  time, 
and  all  the  three  lords  were  beheaded. 

Leopold  then  flattered  himfelf  that  he  could 
difpofe  of  Hungary  as  an  hereditary  country,  and 
thought  he  might  do  as  he  pleafed,  while  he  faw 
nothing  capable  of  oppoling  his  defigns.  He 
fuppreffed  the  dignity  of  palatine,  x:rcated  a  vice- 
roy removeable  at  pleafure,  whofe  power  was  en- 
tirely dependent  upon  the  imperial  court,  and 
confifcatcd  the  rebeU  cilates*      Some  time  after 
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he  crccSled  a  fovereign  court  of  jufticc  for  all  af^ 
fairs  in  the  kingdom,  from  which  there  was  no 
appeal.  The  Proteftants,  whofe  privileges  were 
reilrained  b)'^  the  claims  of  this  new  jurifdiftion, 
and  in  general,  the  whole  body  of  the  nation, 
wholly  turned  their  minds,  at  this  time,  toward 
fhaking  off  the  chains  which  the  Imperialifts  at- 
tempted, to  put  upon  them. 

Thcfe  troubles  were  ferther  increafed  upon  the 
death  of  prince  Francis  Ragotlki,  who  had  been 
forced  to  make  a  ceffion  of  the  counties  of  Zatk- 
xnar  and  Zcmbolifch  to  the  emperor.  The 
Tranfilvanians  demanded  back  that  principality ; 
and  Leopold  refufing  to  reftore  it,  the  two  par- 
tics  prepared  for  war;  but  war  was  carried  flowly 
on  till  the  Turks  engaged  themfelves  in  it. 

In  1677,  count  de  Bohun,  at  the  head  of  6,000 
Poles,  who,  after  the  treaty  of  Zurawnow  akeady 
mentioned,  Jhaving  no  emplo}Tnent,  had  marched 
into  Hungary,  beat  general  Smith,  and  joined 
the  rebels  commanded  by  Weftini.  The  famous 
Tekeli,  who  prevailed  upon  the  Turks  and  io 
many  other  enemies  to  arm  againft  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  came  up  likewife  with  his  troops  to  in- 
creafe  the  army  of  the  malcontents,  which  then 
confifted  of  18,000  men.  Soon  after,  this  lord 
was  declared  general  inftead  of  Weftini. 

When  the  emperor  law  that  the  ftorm  grew 
more  conliderable,  he  endeavoured  to  prevent  it  j 
and  in  the  diet  of  Odcmburg,  he  granted  the 
Proteftants  the  churches  they  had  buih,  gave 
them  leave  to  build  three  more  in  the  Upper 
Hungary,  and  reftored  the  office  of  palatine  of 
the  kingdom ;  but  thefe  favours  were  out  of  fea- 
fon.  Tekeli  refufed  to  fubfcribe  to  this  accom- 
modation^  knowing  that  he  flioald  foon  be 
affifted  by  the  Tranfilvanians,  Turks,  and  Tar- 
tars. 
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tars.  Declaring  himfelf  the  avenger  of  the  blood 
of  count  Serim,  he  married  the  princefs,  who 
was  widow  to  Ragotlki,  and  by  that  means  be- 
came pofleflbr  of  the  fort  of  Mongate.  He  foon 
after  took  the  town  and  caftlc  of  Cairoyia.  Lengch, 
Spit,  Eperies,  Tokai,  and  Tillek  opened  their  gates 
to  him,  and  the  fultan  declared  him  prince  of 
Hungary. 

Though  the  Turks  had  not  yet  openly  declared 
for  war,  they  had  notwithftanding  furnilhed  Te- 
keli  with  fuccours,  and  the  baflia  of  Varadin  was 
concerned  in  the  taking  of  Fillec.  At  laft, 
on  the  ad  of  January,  the  fatal  horfe-tails,  the 
ufual  enfigns  of  an  enfuing  war,  were  feen  upon 
the  gates  of  the  feraglio  of  Adrianople;  and 
the  whole  Ottoman  empire  was  in  motion,  to. 
carry  fire  and  fword  into  the  bofom  of  Auftria. 

To  refill  this  formidable  enemy,  the  emperor 
Leopold  Ignatius  had,  the  year  before,  implored 
the  alliftance  of  the  pope  and  all  Chriilian  princes, 
and  particularly  fought  the  alliance  of  the  king 
of  Poland,  tliat  prince  fo  terrible  to  the  Infidels, 
who,  with  an  handful  of  foldiers,  had  cheeked 
the  progrefs  of  the  mofl:  numerous  of  the  Otto- 
man armies. 

Sobielki  had  for  fome  years  been  tailing  the 
bleffings  of  peace,  and  quietly  enjoying  the  fruit 
of  his  labour,  by  means  of  the  advantageous 
treaties  he  had  made  with  the  Porte..  Befide  this, 
he  was  no  friend  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  nor  to 
Leopold  in  particular,  who  had  refufed  him  af- 
liftan^e,  when  Poland,  prefled  by  the  arms  of 
the  Infidels,  was  within  a  moment  of  bccomhig 
their  prey.  Thefe  motives  for  fome  time  diverted 
Sobielki  from,  the  alliance  that  was  oiFcred  him ; 
but  the  courts  of  Rome  and  Vienna  made  fuch 
powerful  applications,  tliat  at  lall  they  prevailed 
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on  the  king  to  join  his  arms  with  the  im- 
perialifts  againft  the  common  enemy  of  Chrif- 
tendom. 

Louifa  de  la  Grange  d'Arquien,  q«cen  of 
Poland)  a  French  Lady  by  birth,  fought  to  form 
an  alHancc  with  the  Houfe  of  Aultria,  which 
misrht  contribute  to  the  advancement  of  hcf 
family.  Leopold,  who  was  acquainted  with 
the  fentimtents  of  this  princefs,  was  beforehand 
with  her,  flattered  her  ambition,  and  made  bet 
▼ery  large  promifes.  They  fed  her  with  hopes, 
that  if  fhe  could  engage  the  king  her  huiband  to 
fkgn  a  treaty  againft  the  Turk,  they  would  give 
her  fon  tiie  arch-duchels  to  wife,  and  that  with 
the  affiftance  of  the  emperor,  Ihe  might  be  able 
to  ftt  the  crown  of  Poland  upon  the  head  of  that 
young  prince  after  his  father's  death.  Innocent 
XL  promifed  him  his  protection  and  intercft,  and 
undertook  to  procure  prince  James  to  be  nomi- 
nated his  father's  fucceffor  in  a  general  diet. 
Upon  thefc  promifes  Ihe  folicited  Sobiclki,  and 
cafily  gained  him  over  to  her  views.  In  the 
mean  time  a  great  number  of  Polifli  lords  in  the 
diet'oppofed  the  violation  of  the  treaties  fublifting 
with  the  Porte,  and  the  entering  into  the  new 
league  which  was  then  propofed;  but  the  queen's 
party  managed  fo  dexteroufly,  and  reprefented  in 
|uch  lively  colours  the  danger  to  which  all  Chrif- 
ten^om  was  about  to  be  expofed,  that  they  carried 
it  for  an  alliance  with  the  emperor. 

This  important  treaty  was  concluded  on  the 
31ft  of  March  1683.  The  terms  were.  That  the 
emperor  Ihould  have  40,000  men  in  the  fields 
und  20,000  in  garrifon ;  that  Sobielki  Ihould  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  army  ^*  hich  was  to 
march  againfl  the  Turks  j  that  they  ihould  fall 
Vjpou  Tekcli  with  6000  men,    w^hile  the  reft 
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fhould  make  themfelves  mafiers  of  Podolia  and 
4he  Ukraine,  and  drive  the  Infidels  thence.  By 
a  iecond  treaty  the  king  engaged  to  march  to  the 
relief  of  Vienna,  in  cafe  that  city  was  befieged, 
as  the  great  preparations  of  the  enemy  gave  caufe 
to  apprehend  it  would  be. 

As  foon  as  the  king  had  ligned  thefe  treaties, 

he   took  pains  to  make  good    what    he    had 

done.     He  was  generally  thought  to  be  inclined 

to  avarice ;  and  indeed  the  defire  of  railing  his 

family  might  perhaps  lead  him  to  too  ftri<9:  an 

ceconomy,    and  the   heaping   up    of   immenfe 

riches ;     but  in  the  prelent  circumflances,     it 

feemed  as  if  he  had  fpared,  only  to  lay  out  his 

treafures  to  advantage  upon  a  proper  occafion. 

He  opened  his  coffers  to  raife  troops,  and  drew 

over  feveral  officers  of  diflindlion  to  ferve  under 

him;    he  formed  regiments  of    ColTacks,    and 

maintained  fpies  at  his  own  expence  in  Tranlyl- 

vania  and  Hungary.     He  even  found  means  to 

draw  over  Tekcli  and  Abaffi  from  the  Turkilh 

party;  and  while  thofe  two  princes  appeared  to 

be  engaged  with  the  Infidels,  they  actually  held 

a  private  correfpondence  with  Sobiclki. 

Kara  Muftapha  the  grand  vizir  foon  appeared 
at  the  head  of  ao,ooo  men.  Upon  his  approach 
the  duke  of  Lorrain,  who  was  gencralillimo  of 
the  imperial  army,  and  had  laid  liege  to  Neubau- 
fel  upon  the  Neyera,  retreated  into  the  Schut,  an 
illand  formed  by  the  Danube,,^nd  famous  for  th^ 
fort  of  Komorre,  raifed  upon  a  point  of  land  pa 
the  fide  of  Gran ;  but  Vienna,  in  a  corillerna-. 
tion,  calling  him  to  her  relief,  he  led  his  army 
Up  to  the  walls  of  the  city.  The  grand  vizir  tar-, 
ried  fome  few  days  before  Rab,  or  Javaria,  which 
he  caufed  to  be  befieged ;  but  foon  abandoning 
that  enterprize,  he  i^^arched  up  the  Danube,  and 
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in  the  jnontK  of  July  came  within  fight  of  the 
capital  of  Auftria. 

The  news  of  the  Infidels  approach,   and  the 
view  of  the  fires  the  Tartars  had  kindled  on  both 
fides  the  river,  threw  the  emperor  into  the  great- 
eft  conflemation.      He  quitted  his  palace  with 
precipitation,  without  carrying  off  with  him  ei- 
ther furniture,  money,  or  jewels.     Moft  of  the 
lords  followed  him  without  equipages ;  and  they 
narrowly  eflaped  being  feized  by  the  Tartars  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Lintz.     The  emperor  not 
thinking  himfelf  flill  fccure,   though  arrived  in 
that  place,  refolved  to  go  a  great  way  farther  yet 
into  Germany.     His  fecond  flight  was  as  precipi- 
tate as  the  former,  and  attended  with  a  circum- 
ftancc  more  deplorable.     The  emprefs,  who  was 
in  the  fixth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  the  ladies, 
and  the  whole  court,   without  lodging,  fire,  or 
provifion«,  were  obliged  to  pafs  a  whole  night 
in  a  forefi,   where,  with   much   difficulty,    they 
procured  a  trufs  of  flraw  to  lay  the  emprefs  upon, 
whofe  conflemation  was  fo  great  as  to  induce 
tome  of  the  pains  fymptomatic  of  parturition.    At 
Jaft,  Leopold  arriving  at  Pa  flaw,  rcflcd  awhile, 
and  waited  for  the  event  of  the  ficgc  of  Vienna. 

The  trenches  were  opened  on  the  14th  of 
July.  Bcfide  the  Hungarians,  Tranfilvanians, 
Tartars,  and  the  troops  which  guar(Jcd  the 
bridges  of  Rab,  the  Turks  alone  made  a  body 
of  150,000  men,  who  took  Lp  a  traft  of  ground 
proportionable  to  their  numbers.  The  grand  vi- 
zir's quarter  was  upon  the  little  rifing  hills  which 
furround  the  palace.  Gold  and  jewels  made,  on 
every  fide,  a  moft  iplcndid  fliew  in  the  midft  of 
mortars  and  cannon.  All  the  terrors  of  war  were 
intermixed  with  the  pride  and  pomp  of  luxury, 
and  no  prince  in  Europe  could  appear  more  glo- 
rious, or  more  tojrriblc, 
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On  the  other  fide,  the  city  befieged  was  Tery 
weak  in  feveral' places,  and  the  dbunterfcarp  in 
bad  condition.  The  point  of  attack  was  £anked 
with  two  finall  taitions,  and  fortified  by  a  rave- 
lin, which  covered  the  <:urtain.  The  rampart  lay 
clofe  to  the  houfcs,  and  ground  was  wanting  to 
make  a  proper  retreat;  fo  that  if  the  firft  pofts 
had  been  carried,  it  would  have  been  impomble 
to  have  held  out  much  longer.  But  there  were 
provifions  in  Vienna,  and  ammunition  in  abun-' 
dance.  There  was  alfo  a  fuificient  artillery,  ma- 
naged by  Ikilful  engineers ;  and  the  garriibn  were 
aflSlcd  by  St  confiderable  number  of  citizens^ 
who  feemed  refolved  to  fave  their  country,  or 
perifh  in  its  ruins.  The  duke  of  Lorndn  took- 
his  pofi  a  fmall  difiance  off  on  the  lefl  fide  of  the 
Danube,  as  well  to  encourage  the  befieged,  as  to 
be  in  readinefs  to  receive  the  fiiccours  which 
Ihould  arrive. 

T^e  fiege  was  not  carried  on  with  that  vigour 
which  the  Turks  ufually  fhew  upon  fuch  occa« 
fions.  The  fiitt  night  they  carried  their  trencheg 
within  60  foot  of  the  fofie ;  but  they  icarce  made 
any  farther  advancement.  A  battery  of  70  pieces 
of  cannon  was  not  able  in  fix  weeks  time  to  break 
down  one  fingle  pan  of  the  ravelin.  Their  mines 
were  all  countermined:  not  one  of  them  fuc* 
ceeded ;  and  their  whole  ordnance^  through  want 
of  proper  managers,  became  inOTedlual.  *Tis 
faid,  indeed,  that  Mullapha  prolonged  the  fiegc 
with  defign ;  and  that  to  prderve  the  plunder  he 
expelled  to  meet  with,  he  was  afraid  of  carrying 
the  place  by  affault. 

While  he  lay  before  Vienna,  Tekeli  was  buljr 
in  Hungary.  The  town  of  Prefbourg  having  put 
itfelf  vmder  his  prote6tion,  the  Hungarian  prince^ 
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fopporled  by  a  body  of  16,000  Turks,  marched 
Jo  attack  the  citadel.  The  duke  of  Lorrain,  in- 
formed of  his  motions,  hazarded  all  to  prevent 
thdm.  He  quitted  his  poft,  entered  the  cafHc  of 
Pfefbourg,  and  drove  out  the  garrifon  which  was 
in  the  town.  Tekeli  was  polled  within  a  quarter 
of  a  league  of  them;  and  it  was  judged  proper 
to  fall  upon  him.  Lubormilki,  at  the  head  of 
a,50o,  put  him  to  flight,  flew  800  of  his 
men,  and  obliged  the  reft  to  retreat  towards. 
Tymaw. 

The  duke  of  Lorrain,  having  repafled  the  Da- 
nube, was  preparing  to  throw  a  bridge  over  it 
near  Tala,  while  Count  Tekeli,  by  the  orders  of 
the  grand  vizir,  catered  Auftria.  The  duke,  in-- 
formed  of  the  enemies  march,  went  to  meet  them, 
and  came  up  with  them  not  far  from  Pifemberg.  ^ 
The  enemy  were  pofted  upon  a  riling  ground, 
from  whence,  two  battalions  fell  fo  fiercely 
upon  the  Chriftian  troops,  that  they  rcpulfed  the 
l^oles,  and  overthrew  all  that  ftood  in  their  way; 
but  the  duke's  dragoons  put  a  flop  to  their  fiiry, 
and  charged  them  fo  refolutely,  that  they  Were 
obliged  to  return  to  the  main  body  of  their  army,^ 
which  w^  immediately  diiperfed :  fome  of  them 
fled  tow^d  la  Mark,  and  the  reft  toward  the 
bridges  of  Vienna. 

Sobieflci  in  the  mean  time,  prefled  by  the  re- 
peated letters  of  Leopold,  marched  with  20,000 
Poles  to  the  fuccour  of  the  place ;  and  joining 
the  duke  of  Lorrain  near  Ollerbrun,  crofled  the 
Danube  at  Tala,  over  a  bridge  which  they  had 
built,  led  bis  army  through  the  narrow  paflTages 
which  the  enemy  might  ealily  have  guarded,  and 
feized  upon  the  Uiountains  which  fiirround  Vi- 
enna, and  theoalUe  of  CiarCTaberg,  which  com- 
mands 
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tflands  the  whole  country.  The  mactk  pro^od 
fortunate,  and  the  fucceis  of  it  gave  Sobicflci  to 
ufideriland  that  he  had  to  do  with  an  enemy,  who 
was  either  without  experience,  or  too  full  of  pr&« 
Aimption.  The  Chriftian  army  encamped,  ott 
the  I  ith  of  September,  on  the  tops  of  the  moua^ 
tains  juft  mentioned,  and  their  generals  gave  them 
reft  for  one  whole  day,  that  they  might  be  fitisr 
for  adlion  on  the  next.  The  engagement  began 
hy  break  of  day  on  the  fide  of  Claremberg.  Tht 
different  pofls  feized  by  the  Infideis  were  ooverod 
with  inundations;  but  notwidifianfling  this  ad» 
vantage  they  were  driyen  from  them,  and  by. 
fioon  Sobielki  was  mafter  of  all  the  higher 
ground,  and*  prepared  to  &11,  with  a  foody  ^ 
HuiTars,  upon  the  quarters  of  the  grand  vizir. 

While  the  Chriftian  troops  wece  thus  bravely 
engaged,  Muftajdia,  making  a  jeft  of  their  at- 
&i2t,  was  drinking  coiTee  in  his  tent  with  bis  twin 
jibns  and  the  cham  of  Tartary*  Me  fbnit  ottly 
i«,ooo  men  to  the  attack  of  Qarcmberg,  and 
declined  giving  any  aiMaoce  to  his  hodib^  though 
•charged  by  the  wiiole  imperial  amy.  But  M 
iqoa  as  the  Turkifh  general,  biiaded  by  a  ibnfe* 
left  confidence,  faw  tiie  ftaiidUwds  of  fiobieOu  ib 
near  him,  his  foc4«(ii  pndumption  changed  ant6 
cowardice;  and,  iremUing  and  affrig^ited,  te 
had  no  fbccDgth  but  to  fly.  The  &emian6  AtAdn^ 
teiced  the  camp,  as  being  neardi  to  it.  The  kklg 
reached  it  by  fix  in  uie  ereding ;  and  befoft 
night  there  was  not  a  Turk  to  be  feen.  TheJ^ 
fov&d  immenfe  riches,  and  SobieAa  wrote  to  the 
4peeflD^  that  the  grand  vidr  had  made  him  ^s  &Ac 
CJleoutor. 

Muflapha,  in  the  fiege  df  Yientia,  a^ted  oon-* 

trary  to  all  the  known  rules  of  the  art  of  war^ 
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and  tbe  advice  of  the  oldeft  baflias.  Me  ou^it 
iirfl  to  have  conquered  Javarin,  which  he  left  be- 
hind him.  In  laying  liege  to  Vienna,  he  fplit  the 
Turkifh  creibents  againfi  that  rock,  and  gave  into 
the  hands  of  the  Chriftians  the  prodigious  wealth 
which  he  had  brought  along  with  him.  He  might 
have  taken  the  city  before  the  Poles  came  up.  He 
might  have  retarded  their  march>  and  covered  his 
lines,  by  guarding  the  narrow  pailes  which  iur- 
rounded  his  camp ;  but  he  looked  upon  the  firft 
advantages  of  the  Chriflians  with  contempt,  and 
ieemed  as  if  he  had  let  them  gain  them  only  that 
he  might  diufe  a  time  to  conquer  them  at  his 
pleafure,  in  the  midil  of  their  fuccefs.  Whert  they 
tell  upon  his  camp,  it  gave  him  no  Ihore  concern. 
His  troops  were  driven  from  hill  to  hill,  without 
his  fending  thein  any  fuccours  to  fupport  them. 
LafUy,  he  kept  about  him  150,000  men,  to  be 
M  it  were  fpe£tators  of  the  engagement.  Sobieiki 
advanced,  and  the  vizir,  waited  his  coming  up  in 
a  flate  of  inieniibility,  as  if  it  were  to  deliver 
into  his  hafids  his  rich  pavilions.  A  miftakea 
courage  blinded  him,  and  conoealed  his  danger 
from  him ;  and  when  he  difcemed  it,  it  was  only 
to  pais  from  one  extreme  of  prefumption  to  ano- 
ther of  terror  and  conflernation.  This  great  vic- 
tory coft  the  CbHftians  no  more  than  tbe  lols 
^f  600  men;  and  as  tbe  Infidels  made  but  a 
li^^eak  refifiance,  and  were  not  purfued^  a  finati 
number  only  of  them  was  left  mpon  the  field  of 
battle. 

Sobielkiy  upon  his  entrance  into  Vienna,  which 
he  had  fo  lately  delivered^  went  £re6Uy  and  pre*- 
fented  himfelf  before  the  altar;  to  retuni  his 
thanks  to  Almighty  God,  and  joined  himfelf  in 
tbe  Tg  DtUMy  with  his  countenagice  fixed  upon 

the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY  OP  POLAND.  I97 

the  ground,  and  the  moft  lively  ^xpr^ffions  of 
admiration  arid  gratitude.  The  people  were  bu- 
jBed  in  finging  his  praiies,  and  looking  upon  him 
with  wonder  and  afloniihment,  while  uic  king 
attributed  the  whole  fijccefs  of  his  arms  to 
Heaven. 

The  emperor  returned  to  the  capital  of  his  do- 
minions on  the  14th  of  the  fame  month;  and 
there  fhewing  himfelf  as  haughty  as  he  had  ap« 
peared  dqeftcd  before,  he  declined  to  pay  to 
Sobi^fki  the  honours  which  were,  given  to  kings 
in  other  courts.  At  a  time  when  Leopold  was 
recovering,  in  fad,  his  crown  from  the  vidorious 
hands  of  the  Polilh  monarch,  he  conteiled  upon 
a  vain  ceremonial.  It  was  at  laft  determined, 
that  they  fhoald  meet  in  open  field;  and  the  in- 
terview was  made  at  Schwech,  about  a  league 
and  half  from  Vienna. 

As  foon  as  the  emperor  appeared,  Sobieiki 
went  to  meet  him,  and  faid  to  him  in  Laiiny  That 
he  was  very  glad  that  Heaven  had  profpcred  his 
endeavours  and  his  friendlhip.  Leopold  gave  no 
anfwer,  either  through  the  haughtinefs  of  his  dif- 
pofition,  or  that  he  was  ftruck  with  aftonifhment 
at  the  fight  of  his  deliverer.  Two  days  after  he 
Ignt, prince  James  a  fword  fet  round  with  dia- 
monds, and  three  thoufand  ducats  to  every  one 
of  the  Polilh  generals.  He  wrote  a  letter  like- 
wife  to  the  young  Prince,  in  which,  to  cxcufe 
himfelf  for  not  having  before  taken  notice  of 
him,  he  told  him,  that  the  remembrance  of  the 
dan^rs  he  had  run,  and  the  prefence  of  the 
prince  to  whom  he  owed  his  prefervation,  had 
made  at  once  fo  great  an  imprefiion  upon  him, 
that  he  was  in  a  manner  infenfible.  However 
this  was^  Sobieiki  was  treated  with  ingratitude^ 
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and  the  promifes  which  had  heen  made  him  were 
forgotten  as  foon  as  the  fervice  was  done. 

The  Polifli  lords,  provoked  to  fee  their  king  fb 
difrefpedftilly  treated,  would  have  perfuaded  him 
to  retire  5  but  a  fenfe  of  glory  prevailed  more 
upon  him,  and  he  determined  to  finifh  the  cam- 
paign. 

Upon  railing  the  liege  of  Vienna,  the  Ottoman 
army  retreated  into  Hungary  to  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Gran,  A  large  body  of  troops  had 
paifed  the  Danube  over  the  bridge  of  Barkham^ 
and  bad  fpread  themfelves  around  that  fort,  in 
the  orchards  which  lie  along  the  banks  of  the 
yivar.  The  king  of  Poland  formed  a  defign  of 
Aflodgin^  them  from  that  poft;  and  that  the 
Poles  might  have  all  the  glory  of  the  expedition, 
be  did  not  communicate  his  projeft  to  the  duke 
of  Lorrain.  Upon  the  approach  of  the  firft  line 
of  the  Chriftian  troops,  the  Turks,  who  had  re- 
covered themfelves,  fell  upon  them ;  and  their 
numbers  being  confiderably  augmented,  they 
drove  back  the  Poles,  and  killed  a  great  number. 
Sobielki  himfelf  was  never  in  fo  great  danger. 
Thofugh  he  could  not  have  thought  the  enemy 
Would  have  been  beforehand  with  him,  nor  ex- 
pected they  would  have  engaged  fo  foon,  he  gave 
immediate  orders,  and  flood  firm  with  a  body  of 
Coffackfi  and  fome  horfe.  The  Turks,  with  their 
fabres  in  their  hands,  fell  upon  him  fo  irnpe- 
tuoiifly,  that  his  battalion  was  fhaken,  and  in  a 
fright  turned  their  backs  upon  the  third  oniet. 
Defcrted  by  his  foldiers,  he  was  obliged  to  fly 
with  them ;  and  being  brilkly  purfued,  andfcarcely 
known  by  his  own  men,  he  narrowly  efc^ped  be-» 
ing  flifled  in  the  midft  of  the  prefs.  Twice  a 
Twkiih  iWdier  attempted  to  cut  off  his  head; 
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and  if  a  gentleman^  and  the  mafter  <^  biB  hoefe, 
who  ncyer  left  him,  had  not  diverted  thofe  &tt$i. 
blowsy  the  great  Sobiefki,  who  had  efcaped  tha 
dangers  of  fo  many  battles,  muft  hare  loft  hif 
life  in  that  fkirmifh.  He  was  £>  fatigued,  and 
covered  with  duft,  fweat  and  blood,  and  fo  ffevX 
with  the  heat  of  the  weather  and  the  engage* 
ment,  that  he  was  not  able  to  lit  upon  his  horie« 
His  head  declined  upon  his  breaft,  and  as  he  was 
fat  and  heavy,  he  was  in  danger  of  being  either 
fufibcated  or  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enea^* 
His  gentleman  and  the  mafter  of  the  horfe  too^ 
hold  of  him  by  one  arm,  a^d  keeping  his  head 
up  ftraight  for  fear  of  fuJfibcation,  they  let  go  tha 
bridles  of  their  horfes,  and  fq  efcaped. 

Vengeanc^,  however,  followed  cloft  at  thf 
heels  of  this  ajffront.  A  report  was  fpread  amoo^ 
the  Turks,  that  the  king  was  flain.  Fired  witS 
their  advantage,  a6d  freed  from  the  fear  of  tha^ 
terrible  thunderer,  they  defired  of  Kara  Mufla^ 
pha,  a  fupply  of  troops,  to  exterminate  the  re^ 
mains  of  the  Chrifliaji  army.  The  grand  vmt 
immediately  difpatched  a  numerous  body  of  horfe, 
and  ordered  Tekeli  to  advance  toward  Barkhani 
with  30,000  men  under  his  command ;  but  be* 
fore  theie  fupplics  could  arrive,  Sobieiki  got  the 
ilart  of  the  enemy.  In  Ihort,  upon  the  1  ith  of 
October,  two  days  after  the  defeat,  the  king  got 
on  horieback  by  break  of  day,  and  put  his 
troops  in  order  of  battle.  The  right  wing  he 
commanded  in  perfon,  the  left  he  comtnitted  to 
the  grand  general  of  the  crown,  and  gave  the 
center  to  the  prince  of  Lorrain. 

Rage  and  ftiry  feemed  to  animate  the  Turks 

upon  the  firft  onfet,  and  to  fupply  tiieir  want  o£ 

numbers.    The  Chriftian  troops  fell  upon  titoda 
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with  a  rapidity  equal  to  their  relifiance.  THte 
baibas  of  Buda,  Sileftria^  and  Caramania,  made 
prodigious  efforts,  and  long  fufpended  the  vic- 
tory, which  the  courage  of  the  king  of  Poland, 
arid  the  good  order  he  had  eftahliflied,  at  laft 
carried  in  favour  of  the  Chriflians.  Sobiefki,  by 
placing  himfelf  in  the  right  wing,  as  we  have 
already  obfervcd,  had  a  defign  to  fall  down 
toward  the  river,  and  throw  himlelf  betwixt  the 
chemy  and  their  bridge.  When  their  ardour  be- 
gan to  abate,  he  flretched  out  his  forces  by  little 
and  little  into  the  lower  plain,  and  drew  toward 
the  Danube.  Upon  this  motion  the  Infidels, 
who  were  apprehenfive  for  their  bridge  and  the 
fort  of  Barkhani;,  broke  their  ranks  to  get  thither 
biefore  hita.  They  were  brifkly  purfued,  and  foon 
thrown  into  confiilion.  The  way  was  too  narrow 
to  receive  them  all.  Part  caft  themfelves  into  the 
Danube,  and  there  perifhed.  Others  expired 
under  the  fword  of  the  conqueror.  A  great  num-^ 
ber  ran  toward  the  bridge,  which  being  over- 
loaden,  was  broken  down.  A  rnofl  db*eadful 
{laughter  then  followed.  Barkham  was  attacked 
by  the  Polifh  foot,  and  carried  by  afTault.  The 
foldiers  gave  way  to  their  fur)^,  and  glutted  their 
hatred  againfl  the  Infidels.  It  was  in  vain  to 
throw  down  their  arms;  they  fpared  none.  They 
refufed  tp  hearken  to  a  capitulation ;  and  tlie 
conquerora,  deaf  to  the  voices  of  their  own  of- 
ficers, would  not  be  prevailed  on  to  defifl:  from 
(laughter  till  there  were^no  more  enemies  to  be 
flain.    There  fell  that  day  12,000  Turks. 

The  adlion  was  over,  and  the  Chrifiian  army 
already  conquerors,  when  Tekeli  appeared  upon 
the  neighbouring  mountains;  but  upon  feeing  the 
defeat  of  his  allies,  he  retreated.  It  has  been 
thought  that  his  dilatorinefs  was  a  confequence  of 
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the  intelligence  he  held  with  the  king  of  Poland^ 
and  that  he  might  have  come  np  fooncr.  The  ^ 
grand  vizir  fufpeAed  it,  and  caufed  him  to  be 
taken  np  fomc  time  after.  The  fruit  of  this  vic- 
tory was  the  conquefi:  of  Gran,  which  furrendered 
after  a  li«ge  of  five  days.  The  fultan  attributed 
the  lofe  of  that  city  to  the  negligence  and  in- 
ability of  Kara  Muftapha,  and  caufed  him  to  be 
firangled. 

After  this  glorious  campaign,  Sobiefki  fet  for- 
ward upon  his  return  into  his  own  dominions* 
In  his  march  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of  2^tkin, 
which  broke  all  the  fchemes  of  the  Infidels,  who 
had  refolved  to  fall  upon  him  in  his  retreat.  A 
few  days  after,  the  Poles  defeated  an  army  of 
40,000  Turks  and  Tartars  near  Filgrotin.  The 
CoiTacks,  Moldavians,  and  Wallachians  then  en-  . 
tered  the  province  of  Butriac,  where  they  flew 
above  1 00,009  perfbns. 

,  1684.  The  next  year  the  king  of  Poland  en- 
tered into  a  league  offenfive  and  defenfivc  with 
the  emperor,  and  the  republic  of  Venice,  againft 
the  Turks.  While  the  Imperialifts  were  engaged 
upon  the  Danube,  and  the  Venetians  in  the 
Morea,  tlie  Poles  were  to  employ  the  forces  of 
the  Infidels  by  an  attack  on  the  fide  of  Wallachia* 
By  a  fecrct  article  of  this  treaty  it  was  ftipulated, 
that  this  province  and  Moldavia  ihould  be  abfo- 
lutely  fubjedt  to  Sobielki,  and  that  he  might  dif- 
pofe  of  them,  to  his  eldeft  fon.  Two  years  after, 
the  king  drew  the  czar  of  Mufcovy  into  this 
league,  with  the  hofpodar  of  Moldavia,  who  pro- 
miied  to  declare  for  him  as  fbon  as  the  Poles 
ihould  fet  footing  in  his  country. 
•  Sobielki  marched  toward  this  expedition  with 
all  imaginable  ardour.  The  advantages,  his  fa- 
mily would  derive,    were  a  powerful     motive 
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to  cnsrajTc  him  in  it.  He  was  followed  by  the 
bravcit  tpirits  in  all  Poland.  All  the  lords  anci 
generals  entered  into  the  lervice,  and  the  repub- 
lic had  not  for  a  long  time  icnt  abroad  io  nume- 
rous and  wcll-difciplined  an  array.  The  campaign 
was  opened  in  the  beginning  of  July.  The  king 
would  command  in  perfon,  though  the  lords 
complained  that  he  took  from  them  the  bcft  part 
of  their  glor)';  and  this  jealoufy  had  already  oc- 
rafioned  fomc  divifions.  The  army  entered  . 
Moldavia^  paffed  the  Pruth,  and  leaving  It  on 
the  right,  traverled  vail:  plains,  without  the  ap- 
pearance of  any  enemy.  They  expeAed  indeed 
to  meet  the  hofpodar,  who,  by  a  private  treaty 
made  with  him,  was  to  jojn  his  forces  to  the 
Poles;  but  the  pcr^dioiis  Cantemir  had  changed 
his  mind,  and  was  gone  over  to  the  Infidels* 
The  king  made  himfelf  mailer  of  all  the  places 
in  the  province,  and  found  no  oppolition  to  his 
ccHDquells.  But  the  difficulty  was  how  to  pre* 
ferve  a  country  that  lay  quite  open,  without  any 
one  ftrong  place  in  it. 

After  a  march  of  four  and  twenty  Moldavian  * 
leagues,  every  one  of  which  is  as  much  as  five 
Englifh  ones^  without  meeting  with  an  enemy, 
that  be  might  not  loie  the  fruit  of  that  expedition, 
Sobieiki  refolved  upon  proceeding  as  far  as  the 
borders  of  the  Black  Sea,  and  laying  fiege  to 
Akierman  or  Bialogrod,  in  the  Dubriac  province 
of  the  Leffer  Tartary,  upon  the  firontiers  of 
Moldavia.  The  array  then  turned  toward  that 
quarter,  but  foon  found  it  impoffible  to  go  for- 
ward, for  the  Tartars  had  laid  the  whole  country 
dcfolate,  and  liad  left  neither  forage  nor  pro- 
vifion. 

Sobiefki  then  quitted  this  defign   to    march 
along  the  Danube;  but  this  fcheme  was  attended 
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Vith  greater  difficulties  than  the  former.      So 
many  rocks,  woods,  and  narrow  lanes,    lay  in 
the  way,  that^  befide  the  danger  pf  ambufcades, 
they  had  caufe  to  apprehend  the  road  was  fo 
impaiiable,  that  the  army  muft  have  periflied  if 
they  had  advanced  too  far.     They  therefore  re- 
turned toward  the  Pruth;  when  the  Tartars  and 
Moldavians  came  down  from  their  mountains^ 
and  ihewed  themfelves  in  the  valley.      As  the 
corn  and  hay  were  full-grown  and  dry,  their  de- 
tachments fet  fire  to  the  fields,  as  the  negroes  of 
Congo  do  in  Africa  to  drive  away  the  lions  and 
leopards,    and  the   Chriftian  troops  often  faw 
themfelves  covered  with  flames  and  afhes.     Be- 
fide this,  they  were  obliged  to  engage  in  fcveral 
places,  and  al\^ays  in  a  fituation  of  difadvantage. 
The  greateft  danger,  however,  was  in  croffing  the 
Buccovines,    which  were  vaft  folitudes,    inter- 
fperfed  with  ditches  and  narrow  pafles  between 
the  Pruth  and  one  part  of  the  Krapac  mountains. 
The  Tartars  propofed  there  to  have  quite  de- 
ftroyed  the  Polifh  army,  when,  fhut  up  in  a  kind 
of  prifon,  they  would  not  have  been  in  a  condi-^ 
tion  to  defend  themfelves.      To  this  end  they 
placed  an  ambufcade  upon  the  fide  of  a  brooks 
which  flowed  out  of  a  rock  near  a  narrow  pat 
lage,  lined  on  each  fide  by  a  fteep  rock^  and 
through  wjiich  the  Poles  were  obliged  to  march. 
They  were  upon  the  point  of  falling  into  this 
fnare,  when  a  deferter  luckily  came  to  give  them 
notice  of  the  danger  which  threatened  them.    In- 
formed of  the  place,,  and  the  nature  of  the  am- 
bufcade, the  king  detached  Rewowiki,  the  trea- 
iurer  of  the  crown,  with  a  body  of  felefl:  foldiers, 
who,  climbing  up  the  mountain,  fell  upon  the 
Tartars  from  behind,  as  they  lay  aileep,  and  en- 
tirely routed  them.    '  T])e  arm^  then  marched 
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forward  without  any  apprehenfion,  and  happily 
arrived  at  Snyatin  in  Pokatia.  This  expedition 
had  not  indeed  the  luccefs  which  was  expeded ; 
but  this  was  fo  far  from  cafting  a  blemilh  upon 
the  reputation  of  Sobieiki,  that  it  fervcd  only  to 
augment  his  {jlory. 

The  king  flood  in  need  of  all  his  courage  and 
experience  to  prevent  any  fatal  efFe6ts  from  the 
Moldavian  s  treachery.  Not  feeing  him  come  up^ 
he  was  for  marching  into  the  Budziac,  or  as  far 
as  tiie  Danube.  His  courage  led  him  thither ; 
and  he  would  have  compared  his  defigns,  if  the 
ways  had  been  paffable.  In  his  return,  his  {kiU^ 
and  the  order  he  caufed  to  be  obferved,  faved 
his  army,  and  were  equivalent  to  the  laurels  of 
a  victory.  The  ten  thoufand  Greeks,  whofe  fto- 
ry  is  given  by  Xenophon,  were  not  expoied  to 
greater  dangers,  nor  retreated  out  of  Pei'lia  with 
more  honour,  than  did  the  Poles  from  the  moun- 
tains of  Moldavia. 

Sobiefki  was  at  this  lime  the  moft  glorious 
monarch  that  had  ever  filled  the  throne  of  Po- 
land ;  yet  on  his  return  in  triumph  to  his  king- 
>  dom,  the  great  lords  began  to  fulpeft  that  he  in- 
tended to  render  the  crown  hereditary  in  his  fa- 
mily. Their  diflrufl  even  w  ent  fo  far,  that  they 
had  rcfufcd  to  fupport  him  in  the  late  campaigns 
againfl  the  Turks  in  Podolia  and  Moldavia. 
Though  he  took  GraU:  yet  his  expeditions,  being 
chiefly  made  at  his  own  expence,  were  far  from 
being  anfwerable  to  the  former  honour  he  had  ac- 
quired,  and  fome  of  them  were  unfuccefsful, 
though  conducted  with  the  greateft  abilities  and 
courage. 

For  fame  time  before  his  death,  he  had  declin- 
ed appearing  at  the  head  of  the  army,  either  from 
an  inclination  to  fUencc  the  complaints  of  the 
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Iwds  who  were  (tfpleafcd  that  hc^ave  them  no 
opportunity  of  diftinguilhing  themfelves,  or  that 
his  age  and  licknefs  would  not  admit  of  the  fa- 
tigue. Yet  good  fortune  ftill  accompanied  his 
troops,  for  Count  Jablonowlki,  grand  general  of 
the  kingdom,  and  Sapicha,  grand  general  of  Li- 
thuania, gained  a  vi^ory  over  the  Turks  and 
Tartars  near  Nieila.  The  infidels  left  4000  of 
their  men  upon  the  field  of  battle,  and  loft  be- 
iides  5000  waggons  loaded  with  provifions  and 
ammunition  dengned  for  Kaminiec,  together 
with  the  money  that  was  to  pay  the  garrifbn. 
The  Poles  are  faidto  have  loft  but  twelve  men  in 
the  a6tion.    . 

On  the  17th  of  June  1696  (the  anniveriary  of 
his  fucceffion  to  the  throne)  died  the  .heroic  and 
magnanimous  Sobieiki,  at  Villanow  near  War- 
law,  having  lived  66  years,  and  reigned  at. 
A  charadler  like  his  will  be  pleafing  to  contem- 
plate. 

Railed  to  a  throne  by  his  courage,  his  after 
conduA  fhewed  that  he  deferved  his  good  for- 
tune. He  knew  to  combine  a  good  tafte  for  the 
iciences  with  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  art  of 
war,  and  could  as  well  harangi!ke  in  a  diet,  as 
fight  at  the  head  of  an  army.  If  he  heaped  up 
riches,  and  feemed  of  a  fparing  difpofition,  the 
intereft  of  the  republic  always  got  uie  better  of 
his  temper.  While  he  was  yet  no  more  thaa 
marftud  of  the  crown,  he  made  firequent  ufe  of 
his  wealth  toward  di^)erfing  thofe  vaft  armies  of 
Tartars  and  Coffacks  which  invaded  the  kingdom 
with  fo  much  fury  9  and  in  the  campaign  of  Vi- 
enna, he  diftributed  his  treafures  with  a  kind  of 
prodigality,  which  was  fo  much  the  more  com- 
mendable, that  if  he  was  naturally  fond  of  lay- 
ing 
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ing  up  riches^  he  facrificed  his  own  indination  to 
the  neceffities  of  the  ftate. 

Vienna  faved,  and  feveral  other  exploits,  have 
immortalized  the  name  of  Sobieiki.  If  he  did 
not  recover  Kaminiec,  as  he  gave  cauie  to  hope 
that  he  would  upon  his  coming  to  the  crowjif  the 
reafon  was,  becaufe  the  rephiblic  had  then  neitlier 
cannon,  powder,  nor  engineers.  And  what 
could  Sobiefki  do  in  this  condition  ?  His  cou* 
rage>  through  the  want  of  his  fubjedts  ailiAancej 
was  confbrained  againft  his  inclination  to  remaia 
inactive.  In  the  following  reign  the  Turks  gav« 
back  Kaminiec ;  and  this  reflitution  ought,  rather 
to  be  looked  upon,  in  fome  fort,  as  a  confequenc^ 
of  the  viftories  which  Sobieiki  and  the  Imperial- 
ifts  his  allies  had  gained  over  the  enemies  of  th^ 
Chrifiian  name,  than  attributed  to  any  efforts  of 
Auguftus  and  the  Poles  for  the  recovery  of  that 
important  place. 

Sobieiki  had  brought  the  Coffacks  under  muck 
greater  fubjedion  than  they  were  before;  the 
Mufcovites  were  his  allies;  the  Turks  were  beaten 
in  every  quarter,  and  prefumod  not  to  enter  upon 
his  frontiers ;  the  kingdom,  enriched  with  their 
i|^oils,  enjoyed  a  profound  peace,  while  the  king^ 
at  the  head  of  his  troops,  was  expofed  to  all  ihc 
hazards  of  war  in  an,  enemy's  country;  and 
laftly,  he  had  carried  the  glory  of  the  natioa  to 
fhe  higheft  point  of  perfe<9:ion. 

Yet  this  prince,  lb  deferving  of  the  throne^ 
met  with  mod  ungrateful  fubjetts.  The  emperor 
(hewed  but  little  gratitude  for  the  fcr vices  he  had 
tendered  him ;  and  the  court  of  Vienna,  not  fa- 
ttsiiedwith  r&diling  Prince  James  the  arch^dur 
cheis,  who  had  been  promised  him,  x>ppofed  tbfS 
maniage  of  that  young  prince  \^i£h  the  piSnod^ 

JEUdzivil* 
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Radzivil.  The  Poles  likewifebut  ill  requited  the 
good  offices  of  Sobiefki.  The  hoafe  of  Sapieha^ 
which  he  had  drawn  from  obfcurity,  and  raifed 
to  the  higheft  offices  in  the  duchy  of  Lithuania, 
eonfpired  againft  him  in  1683.  Radzieiowfki 
his  relation,  for  whom  he  had  procured  a  cardi- 
nal's cap,  and  had  advanced  him  to  the  dignity  of 
primate,  became  his  enemy.  Wielopollki,  the 
brother-in-law  to  the  queen,  joined  with  the  pre- 
Ute ;  and  it  is  faid,  thefe  two  lords  had  formed 
a  faftion  to  dethrone  their  benefa<ftor. 

When  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden  entered  Cra- 
cow, he  vifited  the  tomb  of  John  Sobiefki  in  or- 
der to  pay  a  mark  of  refpeft  to  the  memory  of 
that  great  monarch.  He  is  reported,  as  he  hung 
with  reverence  over  his  fepulchre,  to  have  cried 
out,  "  What  a  pity  that  fo  great  a  man  ihould 
ever  die  !'*  May  we  not  alfp  exclaim,  what  a  pity 
that  a  perfon,  fo  imprefled  with  a  fenfe  of  Sobi- 
elki's  virtues,  fliould  adopt  only  the  military  part 
of  his  chara6ter  for  the  object  of  his  imitation  f 
How  infinitely  inferior  is  the  Swedifh  to  the  Po- 
lifh  fovercign !  The  former,  dead  to  all  the  finer 
feelings  of  humanity,  was  awake  only  to  the 
calls  of  ambition  ;  every  other  fentioient  being 
loft  in  the  ardour  for  military  honours.  If  per- 
fonal  courage  be  fufficient  to  conftitute  a  hero,  he 
poffefled  that  quality  in  an  eminent  degree ;  but 
it  was  rather  the  bravery  of  a  common  foldier  than 
of  a  general,  Sobielki,  even  in  that  view  of  his 
charadler,  has  an  equal  title  to  fame :  tor  his  va- 
lour was  no  lefs  diflinguifhed;  and  in  one  refpe6l 
was  fuperior,  as  it  w^  not  clouded  with  ralhnefs, 
but  was  tempered  with  prudence.  Though  the 
firft  general  of  his  age,  ne  placed  not  his  fole  am- 
bition in  military  glory ;  he  was  great  in  peace  a» 
well  as  in  war :  by  tlac  union  of  talents  belong- 
1  ing 
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ing  to  each  department,  he  defended  his  corantiT- 
from  impending  danger,  railed  her  from  her  £a.U- 
ing  ftate,  and  delayed  during  his  reign  the  sstsl  of 
her  decline ;  -while  Charles,  who  was  deficient  in 
civil  virtues,  plunged  Sweden,  which  he  found 
highly  jn-ofperous,  into  ruin  and  defblation.  In 
a  word,  Charles  had  the  enthufiafin  of  a  kni^t- 
arrant,  and  Sohielki  the  virtues  of  a  hero*  * 

But  the  sera  of  John  Sohiefki^  iplendid  in  it- 
ielf,  appears  more  luminous,  when  cootrafted 
with  the  darknels  which  preceded  and  followed*  • 
The  reigns  of  his  immediate  predecefTor  and  fuc— 
ceflbr  were  convulfed  with  internal  commotions  ; 
but  the  fpirit  of  difcord  and  anarchy  was  laid  for 
a  time  by  his  tranfcendent  genius.  Under  his 
auipices  Poland  feemed  to  revive  from  the  cala* 
mities  which  had  long  oppreiled  her,  and  again 
to  recover  her  ancient  fplendour :  fuch  is  the 
powerful  afccndency  of  a  great  and  fuperior 
mind.  His  military  talents  require  no  other  tefti- 
mony  than  the  vidlory  of  Choczim^  the  recovery 
of  the  Ukraine,  repeated  defeats  of  the  Turks 
and  Tartars,  and  the  delivery  of  Vienna :  while 
an  exad  inlight  into  the  laws  and  conflitution  of 
his  country,  a  manly  and  perfuafive  eloquence,  a 
love  and  protection  of  literature,  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  foreign  languages,  and  an  un- 
ceafing  habit  of  afiahility,  moderation,  and  tempe- 
rance, render  him  no  lefs  an  ohje6):  of  our  admi- 
ration in  his  civil  capacity.^     But  the  monarchy 

who 

*  Dr.  South,  in  his  account  of  Poland^  thus  defcribes  Jeha' 
Sobieflci :  "The  king  is  a  very  wdl-fpoken  princey  very  eafy  of 
•*  accefs^  and  extreme  civil,  having  moft  of  the  qualities,  requi- 
*<  fite  to  form  a  complete  eentleman.  He  is  not  oiuy  well-verfed 
**  in  all  military  affairs,  but  likewife,  through  the  means  of  a 
**  French  education,  yery  opulentlf  flored  with  all  polite  and 
**  fcholaftical  learning.  Befides  his  #wn  tongue^  the  Sclavonianf 
^<  he  underitands  thO^atiOj^  Flrcnch]^  Italian^  Genxuuii  and  Turic- 
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Who  could  allay  the  ferments  of  public  feflioti^ 
coqSd  tiot  fupprefs  the  domeftic  diifenfions  of  hil 
own  lamily ;  and  the  ianie  great  prince,  who  kept 
a  turbulent  people  in  awe,  and  chaftilfed  the  nioft 
ifonnidable  eneniiesi  was  hiflifclf  under  the  ton-^ 
trol  of  his  confottj  a  French  lady  *,  ofexquifite 
beauty  and  elegant  mantiibts^  but  of  refllefd  in-^ 
trigue,  inlatiable  avarice,  and  inordinate  ambi-^ 
tioh.  This  unpriticiplcd  woman  fomented  a  Ipt- 
rit  of  difunioti  and  jealoufy  among  her  children  i 
and  I6aded  her  eldeft  fon  with  every  fpeCieS  of 
jmdignity.  She  formed  and  fupported  an  adtni* 
jiiftratiori  called,  by  way  of  derifion,  the  JevVifli 
junto ;  and  introduced  into  the  toyal  houihold  a 
kiarrow  parfimbny  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  A 
|K)werful  fovereign :  in  a  word,  by  a  ferifcs  of  of- 
fcnlive  and  wicked  meafures,  ihe  loft  her  huf* 
band  the  afFe6tion  of  his  fubjedls ;  and  rendered 
ihe  dofe  of  his  irei^n  a^  odious;  as  the  ptdc^ing 
part  had  been  popular  and  ^oriousi 

The  decline  tof  Sobielki's  life  was  tlotided  with 
}^{&i&ion.  He  fdt  himfelf  a  prey  to  a  lingering 
flifeafe't^;  yet,  inftead  of  denviiig  any  comfort 
firdm  his  neareft  connediions,  he  experienced  art 
,  aggravation  of  his  diftrefs  from  the  unnatur^ 
conteils  of  his  children,  and  the  intriguing  fpirit 
of  his  qbeen.  The  decay  of  his  aumority,  and 
the  ia(fe^nt  cabals  almoft  openly  carrying  oti  (ot 
the  tJioice  of  his  fubceflbr,  affedled  in  thef  ftrong- 
eft  manner  a  perfon  of  his  extreme  fenfibility : 
hifl  fubjeflti^  ix^ead  of  lamenting,  fdemed  eager-^ 

'<  iih  languages :  he  delights  inuch  in  naturaf  hiftory^  and  in  all 
"^  the  parts  of  phyficc  He  is  wont  to  repHfnaii^  the  clergv  for 
«  not  admitting  the  modern  philofophy^  fuch  as  Le  GrandTs  and 
^  Carteiius's,  mto  the  univerlities  i^d  fchools,"  Sfc,  South'-a 
Fofthnmous  Works,  p.  »4« 

*  Marie  de  la  Grange* 

t  His  illnefs  was  a  complication  oi  iifyfiitru  gout,  flone,  afth- 
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ly  to  anticipate  his  diffolution.  Yet,  In  this  cfo- 
plorable  ilate^  the  king's  equanimity,  founded  on 
religion  and  ph'dofophy,  did  not  fomkehim ;  anrf 
he  retained,  even  upon  his  death-bed,  that  mix- 
ture of  ferioufnefs  and  gaiety,  ftrength  of  rea- 
foning  and  quicknefs  of  r^artee,  which  fo 
ftrongly  marked  his  charadber.  Some  flriking  ix^ 
ddents,  immediat^y,  preceding  his  death,  are 
tranfmitted  to  us  by  the  chancdlor  Zaluiki  bifhop 
of  Plotflco,  who  was  preient  when  he  expired. 

Some  alarming  fymptoms  in  Sobiejiki's  (liforder 
having  awakened  the  queen's  foUcitude  reQ^edting 
the  fucccffion  to  his  fortune,  Ihe  earneilly  impor** 
tuned  Zalufki  to  prefent  himfelf  1)efore  die  king, 
and  infinuate  {owe  advice  concerning  the  diipofi*^ 
tion  of  his  affairs.  The  bifhop,  when  he  entered 
the  apa^rtment,  finding  the  king  in  an  agony  of 
excruciating  pain"*,  endeavoured  to  give  him  com* 
fort  and  hopes  q£  recovery.  But  SobieAd  re- 
plied, ^^  I  forefee  my  approaching  death ;  my . 
^^  fitoation  will  be  the  iame  tOr-m<nTow  as  it  is  to-» 
**  day ;  all  omfi^tion  is  now  too  late f  tfaen^ 
fetcliing  a  deep  figh, .  his  majefly  afl^ed  hmiL 
^^  why  he  came  ibieldom  to  court,  and  in  what 
^^  manner  he  employed  himielf  at  his  dioceft 
'^  alone?'*  Zaluilu,  after  expatiating  upon  the 
dudes  of  hb  q)ifc6pal  office  and  the  lefources  of 
literature,  artfully  turned  the  difcoorfe  to  die  \m* 
firiefe  in  quefdbn.  "  Lately,*'  iaid  be,  ^^  I  hx9C 
^^  been  employed  in  no  very  agreeable,  yet  neceC^ 
^^  &ry  duty:  weighing  the  frail ooiiditio&  o£  ho* 
"  man  nature,  remembering,  that  as  Socrate^ 
^^  and  Plato,  fo  all  men  mufl  die ;  and  ccinfid«i^ 
'^  ing  the  diileniions  which  may  «ife  amdng  fixjr 
^  rdadons  aflermy  deceafe,  I  have  ta]xn  an  in* 

vent(M7  of  my  efTe&s,  and  have  <fiip(^d  'of 

•  Zalufld,  £pift«  ?ol.  Ill,  p«  5«Hr4« 
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'*'  them  by  will.*'  The  king,  who  faw  the  pur- 
^port  of  his  difcourfe,  interrupted  him  with  a  loud 
laugh,  and  exclaimed,  in  a  quotation  from  Ju- 
venal *,  '*  O  mediciy  mediam  contundite  venam.^* 
*^  What,  my  lord  bifhop !  you  whofe  judgment 
*^  and  good  fenfe  I  have  fo  long  efteemed,  do 
*^  you  make  your  will  ?  What  an  ufelefe  lofs  of 
'*^'time!"  &c.  Not  difcouraged  by  this  fally, 
the  bifhop  perfevered  in  fuggefting,  ^^  that  in 
^*  juftice  to  his  family  and  country  he  ought 
*'  without  delay  to  regulate  the  difpofition  of  his 
^*  efFedls,  and  to  declare  his  final  inclinations/^ 
— "  For  God's  fake,"  returned  Sobiclki  with  a 
more  ferious  tone,  **  do  not  fuppofe  that  any 
**  good  will  arife  in  this  age,  when  vice  has  in- 
^^  creafed  to  lUch  an  enonnousdegrce,  as  almoft 
*'  to  exclude  all  hopes  of  for^venefs  from  the 
*^  mercy  of  the  Deity  !  Dp  you  not  fee  how  great 
*^  is  the  public  iniquity^  tumult,  and  violence  ? 
*^  all  flxivc  who  fhall  blend  good  and  evil  witb- 
*'  out  diftinftion :  the  morals  of  my  fubje<9:s  are ' 
^*  overturned  f  will  you  again  reftore  them  ?  My 
^*  ordcrjB  are  not  attended  to  w:hile  I  am  alive ; 
'^  can  i  expcA  to  be  obeyed  when  I  am  dead  ? 
**  That  man  is  happy,  who  with  his  own  hand 
^^  di^ofes  of  his  effects,  which  cannot  be  en- 
**  trailed  with  fecurity  to  his  executors;  while 
**  they  who  bequeath  them  by  a  will  aft  ablurd- 
**  ly,  for  configning  to  the  care  of*  others  what  i^ 
•^  more  fecure  in  the  hands  of  their  nearefl  reU- 
^'  tions.  Have  not  the  regulations  of  the  kings 
**  my  predecefTors  been  defpifed  after  their  deaths  ? 
^^  Where*  corruption  univerfally  prevails,  judg- 
**  ment  is  obtained  by  money ;  thfe  voice  of  con-» 
*'  fcicnce  is  not  heard,  and  reafon  and  equity  are 

♦  Juvenal,  Sat.  VI.  1. 40.    «  Op<n  a  rein.*'    lo  applying  tMi 
paflage^  the  Ung  meant  toSbfinuatethat  the  bUhop  was  mad. 
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«<  nc  more."  Then  fuddenly  giving  a  ludicf ods 
turn  to  the  converfation,  he  exclaimed,  **  What 
**  can  you  fay  to  this,  Mr.  Will-maker  !" 

Sobieiki  left  behind  him  his  wife  Marie  de  la 
Grange,  three  fons,  James,  Alexander,  and  Con*- 
iiantine,  and  one  daughter  Therefa  Cunigunda* 
Marie  his  wife,  daughter  of  Henry  de  la  Grange 
captain  of  the  guards  to  Philip  duke  of  Orleans; 
and  of  Frances  de  la  Chartre,  was  maid  of  ho^ 
nour  to  Louiia  queen  of  Ladiflaus  IV.  She  was  ' 
firft  married  to  Radzivil  prince  of  Zamofki; 
within  a.  month  after  his  deceafe  ibe  efpioufed- 
John  Sobielki  in  fecret,  and  brought  him  in 
dower  a  large  portion  and  the  favour  of  his  fove- 
reign.-  Her  influence  over  her  hufband,  and  the 
ill  ufe  Ihe  made  of  her  power,  have  been  already 
obferved. 

James  Louis,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Sobiefki^  wa» 

born  at  Paris  in  1667.  He  accompanied  his  father 

to  the  relief  of  Vienna,  in  the  fixteenth  year  of 

his  age  ;  and  narrowly  efcaped  being  flain  in  an 

atftion  near  Banan  in  Hungary.    He  afterwardf 

gave  fuch  fignal  proojfe  of  his  military  talcnts> 

that,  upon  his  father's  indifpofition  in  the  cam^ 

paign  of  1687  aga-inft  the  Turks,  he  was  entruft* 

ed  with  the  command  of  the  army,  although  only 

in  the  2  ift  year,  of  his  age ;  and  received  from  th« 

foldiers  all  the  honours  ufually  paid  only  to  the 

kings  of  l^oland:  a  Angular  mark  of  deference 

in  an  ele<ftive  monarchy,  aiid  which  gate  encou* 

fagcment  to  an  cxpedation  of  the  throne  at  his 

iatlier's  deceafe.     His  father  promoted  this  vie^ 

with  the  utmoft  exertion  of  his  interefi  j  but  ft 

was  entirely  difix)ncertcd  by  the  indifcretion  of 

.the  prince,  and  the  reftlefs  intrigues  of  the  queen ; 

who,  having  conceived  the  flrongefl  antipathy  to 

her  eldeft  fon,  and  a  no  lels  violent  pfcdile6Hon  in 

favour 
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favour  of  her  fecond  fon  Alexander,  a  prince  of 
a  more  tractable  difpofition,  facrificcd  the  digni- 
ty of  her  family  to  a  blind  impulfe  of  parental 
partiality. 

Sobkiki  had  fcarcely  expired,  before  the  cabals^ 
which  even  his.  authority  could  hardly  fupprefs, 
broke  out  with  undiflemhlcd  violence.  The  di-r 
vilion  of  the  king's  treafure  caufed  the  moft  in-f 
decent  dilutes  and  altercations  between  his  wi- 
dow and  children.  James,  without  a  moment's 
delay,  ^endeavoured,  though  in  vain,  to  feize  it 
by  force,  being  anticipated  by  the  queen  *,  who, 
with  the  alljUlance  of  the  abbe  Polignac,  lent  it 
into  France.  She  had  three  great  obje6ls  in 
view :  either  to  obtain  the  crown  for  Alexander, 
whom  (he  was  fecure  of  governing ;  to  promote 
the  eleftion  of  Count  Jablonoulki,  great  general 
of  the  crown,  with  an  intention  of  marrying 
him ;  or  to  fevour  the  preteniions  of  the  prince  of 
Conti,  fnrarinly  fupported  by  Louis  XIV.  At  all 
events  fhc  was  firmly  refolved  to  procure  the  ex- 
iclulion  of  her  eldeft  fon  ;  and  this  was  the  ojily 
point  fhe  carried.  Had  the  family  pf  Sobieiki 
'been  unanimous,  Jam^  would  have  been  elected 
^Ling ;  but  no  fubn^ilion  t^  could  foftei^  the  im* 

placable 

^  The  queen  fent  3,000,090  French  livrcs  s=^.  125,900,  intp 
France.     Larrey,  Hill.  Louis  XlV.  vl  II.  p.  297. 

•  f  Zaluiki  has  given  the  following  cunous  inftance  of  the 
queen's  implacability  :  f<I  and  otl;er  fenators  ac(k>m^nied* prince 
«•  James  to  the  queen^s  ^t  tiieltz,  but  her  roajefty  being  informed 
•*  of  ouE  approach,  retired  precipitately  fronti  the  palace,  in  order 
!*  to  avoid  the  interview  ^  we  ove^ooji;  her  aboij^t  a^  ^le.  froi^ 
*«  Bieltz,  and  ordered  the  driver  to  (lop,  while  (he  repeatedly 
**  urged  him  to  continue  his  route:  at  leneth  t^e  coachman^ 
V  alarmed  by  our  nivnbe^  ai^^  threats^  ^^'PPe^  ll^c  carriage.  On 
**  our  advancing  to  the  queen,  (he  received  us  with  great  marks 
**  of  difpleafure  ;  and  although  the  pxincQ  pcodrated  himfclf  be- 
f^  fore  her,  and  embraced  her  feet  with  the  moU  profound  rc- 
M  fpe6l,  he  was  not  able  to  extort  from  her  more  tlian  a  (hort 
**  and  evafive  aofwer.  Upon  his  retiring^  with  bi^  eye^  full  qf 
E  3   .  «*tpar»^ 
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placable  refentment  of  the  queen^  who,  ereq^ 
whcg.*  Ihe  found  it  impradticable  to  fecure  the 
eleAion  of  her  fiivourite  fon  Alexander,  or  to. 
coxnpafs  any  of  her  other  dcfigns,  both  in  fecret 
and  openly  fet  heiielf  in  optiofition  to  the  pre- 
teniions  of  James.  When  the  diet  of  convoca- 
tion aflembled  at  Warfaw,  the  queen  fummoned 
a  meeting  of  fenators  and  nuncios  in  her  apart- 
menty  whom  ihe  addrefled  in  regard  to  her  foo 
with  all  the  virulence  which  inveterate  fiiry  coul4 
infpire,  and  all  the  afTedied  candour  towards  the 
Poles  which  the  moft  cenfummate  hypocriiy. 
could  fuggcft.  *^  Although  I  am  not  by  birth  a 
*^  Pole,  I  am  one  by  incliiiation  ;  and  am  more 
^^  attached  to  this  nation  than  to  my  own  family. 
"  Refledt  maturely  whom  you  will  nominate 
"  your  king  in  the  place  of  my  much-regretted 
*^  huiband;  and  I  fincerely  recommend  to  you 
"  not  to  eleft  one  of  my  children.  I  too  well 
^^  know  all  their  diipofitions ;  and  particularly^ 
**  caution  you  not  to  raife  to  the  throne  the  eldeft 
"  prince  James.  His  inconiiderate  rafhneis  will 
•'  involve  the  kingdom  in  fpeedy  and  inevitable 
''  ruin."  The  biftiop  of  Plotlko,  though  her- 
crfcature,  difgufted  at  thefe  appearances  of  unna- 
tural rancour,  importuned  her  to  delift  ;  but  fhe 
exclaimed  with  greater  violence :  "  Do  not  inter- 
**  rupt  me ;  J  will  never  retradl  what  I  have  faid, 
"  as  I  prefer  the  fafety  of  the  republic  to  my  own 
*^  interefts  and  the  fplcndour  of  my  family.  I 
"  again  exhort  the  Poles  to  eletft  any  candidate 
^'  in  preference  to  one  of  my  children.'*  This 
virulent  oppolition  to  the  views  of  her  eldeA  fon 
was  but  too  fuccefsful :  he  was  rejected  by  a  great 

<«  tcara,  I  mjrfelf  ufcd  fome  cndeayoun  to  foften  her  refent- 
^<  ir.ent;  which,  however,  had  no  other  e0e6l  than  to  draw  finon\ 
*<  her  additional  ezpreiEoos  of  difguft  and  indignation."  Za- 
luflci^  YqL  III.  p.  135.. 
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majority f  and  the  choice  of  the  nation  fell  upon 
Auguftas  dedtor  of  Saxony. 

The  iequel  of  the  hiftory  of  Sobiefld- s  family^ 
now  reduced  to  a  private  ftatioti,  will  be  com- 
priied  in  a  ihort  compais.  After  the  defeat  of 
Auguftus  11.  at  the  battle  of  Cliffow,  Charles  XII. 
determined  to  give  a  new  king  to  Poland ;  and 
hia  veneratioa  tor  the  memory  of  John  Sobieiki 
induced  him  to  ofier  that  dignity  to  his  eldefi 
ion.  In  confequence  of  this  refolution^  Auguf- 
tus W48  declared  by  the  primate  unworthy  to 
reign ;  and.  a  diet  of  election  was  convened  at 
Warfaw.  James  was  then  at  Breflaw,  impatient- 
ly expeAing  his  nomination  to  the  throne  fo  wor- 
mily  filled  by  his  father,  and  from  which  he  had 
been  deprived  by  the  unprecedented  malice  of  a 
mother.  But  the  ufual  Angularity  of  his  Ul-for- 
tune  itill  purftied  him :  as  he  was  hunting  with 
his  brother  Conftantine,  a  imall  detachment  of 
Saxou  horiemen  furprifed  and  carried  him  off; 
^nd,  inftead  of  receiving  a  crown,  he  was  con- 
fined in  the  oaftle  of  Pleiilenburgh  near  Leipfic« 
Conftantine  might  have  efcaped ;  but,  from  an 
'  impulfe  of  fraternal  affe^Slion,  he  voluntarily  ac* 
companied  his  brother  into  confinement,  and  ad|- 
minUlered  confolation  under  this  grievous  reverfe 
of  fortune.  This  event  happened  on  the  agth  of 
February,  1704, 

In  the  month  of  September,  1706,  the  two 
brothers  were  removed  to  the  fortxefs  of  Koning- 
ftein,  s^  to  a  place  of  ftiU  greatcB  iecurity ;  but 
in  December  of  the  fame  year  fortunately  obtain- 
ed their  enlargement,  upon  the  rqqueft  of  Charles 
XIL  at  the  oonclufion  of  the  celebrated  treaty 
with  Auguftus  IL  in  which  the. latter  was  comr- 
pelled  to  abdicate  the  throne  of  i*oland.  Thi^ 
ftbdicfttion;i  however,  did  not  revive  the  preten- 
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lions  of  James  to  the  crown,  the  elediion  haying 
fallen,  during  his  confinement,  upon  St^nillauir 
Letzinfki.     From  this  period  James  poiTed  a  pri-' 
vate  and  retired  life,  and  feems  to  have  entirely 
renounced  all  his  views  upon  the  crown  df  Po-^ 
land.     He  died  in  1737  at  Zolkiew  in  Red  Rul^ 
fia,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age;  and  in  him,  as> 
the  laft  male  of  bis  family,  the  name  of  Sobief^ 
ki  became  eXtindV.     His  wiife  was  Hedwige£leo- 
nora  *,  daughter  of  Philip  William  eledor  pAlk^ 
tine  ;  by  her  he  left  two  daughters,  Mary  Cbar-t 
lotte  ajid  Clementina  Mary.  .   • 

The  eldcft,  Mary  Charlotte,  married  in  1 723 
Frederic  Maurice  de  la  Tour  duke  of  Bouillon^ 
who  dying  within  a  few  days  after  the  marriage, 
flie  efpoufed,  with  a  difpenfation  from  tbepoi>e, 
his  brother  Charles  Godfrey  the  fame  year.  By 
him  flic  left  iflue  a  fon,  the  prefent  duk6  of  Bou^- 

illon,  married  to  a  lady  of  the  houfe  of  Lorraine^ 

# 

•  Sifter  of  Eleonora  Ma^dalcna  wife  of  the  emperor  Leopold. 
.  James  had  been  firfl  contracted  in  marriage  to  the  widow  of  t^ 
eleaor  of  Brandenburgh's  brother,  a  rich  heircfs  of  the  houfe  o^ 
Radzivil  in  Lithuania,  but  upon  this  occafion  he  firft  experienced' 
that  ill  fortune  which  afterwards  attended  him  through  life.  "  An- 
^<  envoy  was  fent  to  Berlin  to  negotiate  the  marriage,  which  wa* 
«<  agreed  upon  by  the  eleijgr's  and  hcrconfcnt,  and  the  prince 
"  himfelf  came  thither  in  pcrfon,  with  a  numerous  attendance, 
**  to  confummate  it.    At  thie  fame  time  came  to  BerJin  the  ekcw 
**  tor  pfilatine'^  brother,  prince  Charles  ot  Newburg,  brother  t» 
**  the  emprefs,  to  fee  the  ceremony  of  the  maniage  j  but  this 
**  princefs,  taking  more  fancy  to  him  than  to  the  prince  of  Po-^ 
•*  land,  rave  him  encouragement  to  make  his  SKldreffestp  her  5 
«*  which  he  did  with  that  fuccefs,  that  he  engaged  her  fo  far  ani. 
«•  fo  unexpeaedly,  that  he  was  privately  married  to  her  the 
**  flight  before  ibe  was  to  be  marned  to  the  prince  ot  Inland,  fo 
"  thnt  prince  James  was  fo^^ced  to  return  hack  fliamefully :  which  ■ 
**  the  kmg  his  father  refcnted  fo  highly,  that  he  was  refolved  to 
<<  have  fatisfa6tion  from  the  eleflor  or  Brandenburg,  for  fuffer- 
«  ing  his  fon  to  receive  fp  notorious  an  affront  at  his  court ;  but 
"  the  elcaor,  knowing  nothing  of  that  private  intrigue,  juftificd 
"**  himfclft  and  all  animosities  were  at  laft  adjufted  by  prince 
*'  James's  marrying  his  rival*8  fifter  the  princefs  of  Ntwburg, 
**  who  was  Cent  into  Poland,  and  has  two  daughters  by  him?* 
Connor  8  tHAory  qt  Poland^  y.  II,  p.  it3^  i^^.  .      <. 
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^nd  a  daughter,  who  efpoufed  the  duke  of  Rohan^ 
Rohan.  In  thefe  noble  perfons  and  their  progeny 
the  female  line  of  Sobi^i  ftill  exifts.      *      -     ' 
Clementina  Mary,  the  youngeft  dau^ter  of 
prince  James j  married  at  Montefiafcone,  in  1719, 
fames  fid  ward  Stuart,  commonly  ^nown  by  tb? 
name  of  the  Chevalieirde  St.  George,  the  preten- 
iier  to  the  Britifl^  throi^.     This  jirincefs,  thou^ 
^  woman  of  great  perfonal  and  mentiil  endow- 
incnts,    cbulH  not  Engage  the  affe6)ion  of  hej> 
huilMitld$  and  ihe  was  fo  ofFeDded  at  his  attach- 
thent  to  a  iavou'rite;  miftrefs,  *that  fhe  witiid'rew: 
4vom  his  houfe,  and  remained  for  fome  time  in  i 
convent  near  Rome."    Afterwards,  being  recon- 
ciled to  him,  (he  died  at  Rome  on  the  i8th  o^ 
June,   1735,' aged  33;  her  death,  according  t(% 
the  s^ccoMnt  of  a  writer  *  attached  to  the' Stuart 
family,   wad  bccafiohed  by  religious  abftinencc 
And  too  fevere  mortifications :  her  Remains  were  in- 
terred with  regal  pomp  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter, 
where  a  monufmerit  was  creAed  to  her  memory. 
$he  left  two  fdns'  by  the  Chevalier  t  Charles, 
ufually  tertned  count  of  Albany^  and  Henry,  car- 
dinal of  Yorke.     Charles  married  the  prihcefs  of 
Stolberg,  by  whom  he  has  no  children:  a  mifun- 
derftanding  iiol  long  after  their  marriage  tiaikihg 
^lace  between  them,  Ihe  quitted  her  huibanc^ 
and  took  fhelter  in  a  convent  in  the  Tufcan  do^ 
tninions  •  and,  as  her  quarrel  was  eipoufed  by 
the  cardilial  of  Yorke,  Ihe  obtained  a  feparatioii 
for  life.  '  We  may  therefore  forefee  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  Sobielki  line  in  the  Stuart  branch* 
The  aihple  patrimony   of  James   Sobiefki  was 
divided   equally    between    his    two    daughters. 
Having  lent  a  conliderable  fum  to  the  houfe  of 

*  Letters  from  a  painter  in  Italy,  wbere  her  funeral  an4  ipip* 
.  nument  are' defcribol,  T.  JL  p.  56. 
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Aufiria ;  he  obtained  in  return  a  mortgage  npos 
certain  eflates  in  Silelia,  which,  upon  the  diyi&m 
of  the  property  after  his  deceafe,  fell  to  the  Stuart 
family^  and  were  in  their  po0eflion  when  th^ 
ling  of  Pmffia  fecured  Silefia  in  the  year  1740. 
His  FrufGap  roajefly  confifcatcd  thefe  land»  to 
himfelf  by  pight  of  conquefl ;  and  the  houfe  o£ 
Aufhria  never  made  any  Airtber  compeoiatioii  for 
the  aboye*nier|tioned  loan. 

Alexander^  ^cond  ion  of  John  SoUefki,  waft 
bom  at  Ds^ntzic  in  1 677  ;  and  as  he  was  brought 
into  the  world  after  his  father  bad  been  railed  to 
the  throne^  he  was  ufually  ftyled  by  his  mother, 
who  adored  him,  the  ion  of  the  king ;  while  Ihe 
«fFe6ked  to  call  his  brother  Jam^,  who  was  bora 
before  his  father's  ele6lion,  thefon  df  the  great 
marfhaL  Excited  by  his  mother's  partiality,  and 
inflamed  by  an  ambition  natural  to  youth,  he 
even  aipired  to  the  throne  in  opposition  to  his 
brother  James :  afterwards  however,  when  a 
more^mature  age  had  corretSled  his  pafllons,  aikl 
his  mother's  influence  had  ceaied  to  miilead  him; 
he  declined,  firom  a  principle  of  fraternal  afiec* 
tioq,  the  acceptance  of  that  very  crown  which 
had  once  been  the  objeA  of  his  warmcft  hopes. 
When  Charles  XII .  upon  the  imprifonment  of 
James,  offered  the  crown  of  Poland  to  Alea&anr 
der ;  the  latter,  with  a  dilintereftednels  which  rcr 
fleets  the  higheil  honour  upon  his  memory,  re-- 
fufed  it  with  this  generous  declaration,  **  that  no 
**  intereft  fhould  tempt  him  to  avail  himielf  c^ 
"  his  brother's  misfortunes." 

Alexander  pafTed  his  days  prindpally  at  Rome 
with  the  queen  his  mother.  During  his  reiidence 
in  that  city,  he  never  made  his  appearance  at  the 
court  of  Clement  XI-  becaufe  that  pontiff  had 
refufed  to  receive  him  with  the  marks  of  diftinc-? 
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than  which  he  claimed  as  a  king's  Ton.  But  the 
honours  which  were  withheld  from  liim  whilo 
alive,  were  granted  unto  him  when  dead;  his 
body  being  permitted  to  lie  in  royal  ftate,  and  to 
be  ii^terred  \yith  the  famfe  ceremonies,  which  at- 
ien4ed  the  funeral  of  Chriftina  queen  of  Sweden.  ^ 
He  expired  in  June  1714,  having  aflumed  upon 
his  death  bed  the  habit  of  a  capuchin,  from  a 
fuperftitious  notion  of  enfuring  his  falvation. 

G)ilflantine,  having  regained  his  liberty  at  the 
iame  time  with  his  brother  James,  married  a 
German  baroneis,  maid  of  hqnour  to  the  princefs 
Qf  Newburg ;  a  marriage  of  paffion,  foon  fol- 
lowed by  repentance,  and  from  which  he  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  procure  a  releafe  by  a  divorce! 
He  deceafed  in  1726  without  children, 

Therela  Cunigunda,  the  daughter  of  John  So- 
biefki,  married  in  1696  Maximilian  '  Emanuel 
elcftor  of  Bavaria,  and  died  a  widow  1730.  Her 
fiin  Charles  Albert,  who  fucceeded  to  the  eledlo- 
rate  of  Bavaria,  was  the  unfortunate  emperor 
Charles  Vll.  and  her  grandfon  Maximilian  Jo- 
feph  expired  1778  without  iffue.  Her  grand- 
daughter Maria  Antoinetta  married  Frederic 
Chriftian  eledlor  of  Saxony  ;  and  the  blood  of 
John  Sobielki  ftill  flows  in  the  veins  of  thc^ir 
progeny,  the  prefent  eleftoral  fieimily. 

Mane  de  la  Grange,  the  confort  of  John  S  d- 
bieiki,  pafled  the  firft  part  of  her  widowhood  at 
Rome  with  her  father  the  marquis  of  Arquien, 
who,  from  being  captain  of  the  Swifs  guards  tx> 
the  duke  of  Orleans,  had  been  promoted  by  hex 
intereft  to  the  dignity  of  cardinal.  She  con- 
tinued to  refide  in  that  city  until  the  year  17 14, 
when  flie  retired  into  France,  her  native  coun-  ; 
try.  Louis  XIV.  afligned  the  caltle  of  Blois  for 
her  refidence,  where  ihedied  in  1716,  above  70 
3  y^ar^ 
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wears  of  age.  Her  remains  were  tranfported  tti 
Wariaw,  and  from  thence  conveyed,  togethes 
with  thofc  of  her  hufband,  in  1734,  to  Cnicow^ 
^nd  inteired  in  the  oa^hedial  of  that  city. 

After  this  long  digreifion,  wherein  we  ha^w 
traced  the  fortunes  of  the  Sobieiki  family  indivi- 
^ally,  we  retupi  to  the  period  of  ifiat  monarch's 
deceafe,  and  purfue  the  regular  courfe  of  the 
Polifti  hiftorj' ;  in  our  progrefs  through  which, 
the  reader  will  perceive  fome  circumllances  re-^ 
oorded  which  were  neccffarily  anticipated  in  the. 
preceding  pages. 

1696.  Immediately  on  the  jdemife  of  Sobie&i, 
Cardinal  R^dzieiowlki,  archbiihop  of  Gnefna,^ 
apd  primate  of  the  kingdom,  came  to  Warfaw^ 
yriicre  he  made  l^is  entry  as  regent  during  the 
interregnum. 

within  t\Vo  days  after,  the  fenate  met  and 
fixed  the  convocation  of  the  dietines  throughout 
th^  kingdom  to  the  agth  of  July,  and  the  diet 
of  election  to  the  29th  of  Auguft  in  the  fame 
yegr-  The  private  aflembKes  of  each  diffarid): 
were  full  of  tumult  and  confiifion  ;  and  the  only 
article  of  moment  to  whicli  they  a^oed  was, 
that  the  ele<ftion  fhouldbe  made  by  the  pofpolite,,^ 
or,  affembly  of  the  nobility  of  the  l^ingdom. 

The  preliminary  diet  was  opened  on  the  a9th 
of?  Auguft  ;  and  after,  very  warm  debates,  tho 
deputies  niade  choice  of  Humiecki,  Stolnick  oc 
mafter  of  Podolia,  the  nephew  of  the  palatine  of 
Kiow;,  to  be  marihal  of  the  diet,  or  diredlor  of  tho 
convocation.  The  new  marftial  recommended 
himfelf  to  the  nobility  by  his  great  zeal  in  iiip- 
porting  the  honour  and  intcreft  of  that  principal 
body  pf  the  nation ;  and  the  deputies  alfo  took 
part  with  him  in  a  (mall  difterence  he  had  with 
the  cardinal  primate.     The  cardinal^  offended 
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N^idi  ibme  infinuations  to  the  prejudice  6f  thi 
queen,  which  the  marlhal  had  indirectly  let 'fall 
in  a  difcourfe  he  made  to  the  fenate,  had  inter- 
rupted him,  and  defired  that  he  would  eJcplaiti 
tvhat  he  meant  hy    certain  expreffions  in  hii 
Ipeech.     Humiecki  in  his  turn,  affronted  at  the 
cardinal's  demand,  laid  that  the  whole  body  of 
the  nobility  was  infultcd  in  his  perfon  ;  and  thd 
deputies,  to  ftiew  that  they  refented  th6  injury,  ^ 
left  the  room,  with  the  greateft  part  of  the  fena- 
tors,  who  all  took  pleafure  In  giving  this  mortifit 
<:ation  to  the  primate,  as  his  zeal  for  the  qupeA 
had  made  him  a  partaker  in  the  general  hatred 
which  they  bore  toward  that  princefs. 

While  the  Poles  were  mutually  exprefling  their 
jealoufies  in  the  diet,  the  Tartars  made  an  irrup- 
tion into  Podolia,  carried  off  a  great  number  of 
flaves  of  every  age  and  condition,  drove  awaf 
the  cattle^  and  fet  fire  to  the  fields  of  com.  The 
army  of  Poland  marched  toward  thofe  quarters^ 
te-fHai  a  flop  to  their  ravages  ;  and  had  they  been 
joined  by  the  forces  of  Lithuania,  would,  doubt-* 
lefs>  have  effeftually  prevented  them ;  btit  none 
of  the  misfortunes  of  the  republic  were  fufficient 
to  make  the  latter  army  move  one  fl:ep. 

The  republic,  thus  become  a  prey  to  ftrangerft^ 
was  likewife  torn  to  pieces  by  its  own  fubjedls^ 
Boguflaus  Baronowflci,  a  gentleman  whofe  family 
had  been  ennobled  by  having  given  birth  to  ail 
archbifhop  of  Gnefna,  was  left  by  his  fathef 
with  fo  fmall  an  eflatc^  that  he  was  in  no  condi-* 
tion  to  live  as  became  his  quality.  He  had  like-* 
wife  fpent  the  fmall  fortune  his  wife  brought  him, 
whom  indeed  he  had  married  only  for  her  money. 
tJnder  thefe  circumfl:anccs  of  Boguflaus,  the  army 
of  tlie  crown  demanded  the  arrears  that  were  dud 
to  them ;  and  this  gentleman^  who  looked  upon 
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povetty  as  the  greateft  of  cVils,  feized  the  oppcff- 
tunity  to  make  his  fortune.  /'  And  is  this  theri,'^ 
(cry'd  he  to  the  mutineers)  '^  is  this  the  reward  of* 
**  our  blood  fo  often  fhed  in  defence  of  the  re- 
*'  public,  that  we  muft  be  left  to  perilh  ?  Ah  f 
*^  rather  let  us  be  beforehand  with  the  Turks  and 
**  Tartars.  Let  us  take  from  them  the  means  of 
*^  plundering  the  frontiers,  by  paying  ourielves 
*^  with  our  own  hands,  and  carrying  off  thence 
•^  whatever  we  can.  Yet,  why  Ihould  I  call  it 
*'  carrying  off  ?  It  is  preferving  the  fiibftance  of* 
**  the  republic ;  for  by  this  means  the  enemy  will 
•^  be  difappbinted  of  their  prey,  and  the  republic 
^'  difcharg-ed  of  its  debts." 

Thefe  fentiments  of  Bogullaus  were  too  agree- 
able to  the  intentions  of  the  feditious  to  meet 
with  any  contradidlion.  On  fuch  occalions  the 
eyes  of  the  multitude  are  fixed  upon  him  who 
has  moft  boldnefs  and  refolution.  Boguflaus 
was  unanimoufly  prodaimed  general  of  the  ar- 
my, and  they  thinly  dilguifed  their  revolt  under 
the  name  of  the  Confederation. 

The  new  general  laid  a  great  part  of  the  coun- 
try under  contribution,  and  prefently  after  dif- 
patched  his  deputies  to  the  fenate.  When  they 
came  thither,  they  boldly  demanded,  that  the 
army,  which  confifted  of  30,000  men,  Ihould 
be  paid  all  the  arrears  which  were  due  to  them  for 
ten  years  paft.  ITiefe  demands  were  accompanied 
with  menaces,  and  all  flood  amazed  to  fee  the 
republic  thus  braved  by  its  fubje<9:s,  and  laws  in 
this  manner  attempted  to  be  impofed  upon  it. 

But  this  demand,  though  made  by  mutineers, 
was  notwithftanding  juit.  All  the  world  was 
convinced,  that  it  was  both  reafonable  and  necef- 
iary,  but  the  means  were  wanting  to  fatisfy  it; 
asrtbe  fiuances  had  beei\foribme  time  pail  in  the 
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hzik^s  of  that  fort  of  people  who  live  Upon  the 
tnisfortunes  of  the  public.  It  was  then  propofed 
to  apply  the  treafures  hoarded  up  by  Sobiefki  to 
this  ufe ;  but  the  retreat  and  protellations  of  tfafe 
deputy  of  Czernichovia  wjirded  off  fo  fatal  a 
blow  from  the  royal  family. 

Tllis  ftep  broke  up  the  diet,  which  could  not 
be  renewed  but  by  the  removal  of  the  oppofition. 
^art  of  the  deputies,  however,  agreed  upon  diir*- 
teen  articles,  which  principally  concerned  thfc 
teftablifhitient  of  the  Romiih  religion,  the  liberty 
of  the  eledlion,  which  was  limited  to  the  time  in- 
terpoied  betwixt  the  15th  of  May  and  the  16th 
of  June ;  the  payment  of  the  army,  and  Ihe  af- 
fairs of  the  late  king^s  houftiold.  One  of  thefe 
articles  excluded  all  the  Piafts,  or  natives  of  the 
tountry,  from  the  crown,-  that  by'  this  means  all 
troubles  mirht  be  prevented  which  could  ariie 
firomjealouty. 

Tbsrc  were  likewiie  fome  fruitlefs  attempts  in 
the  diet  to  make  up  the  differences  between 
prince  Sapieha,  the  palatine  of  Wilna,  and  grand 
general  of  Lithuania,  and  the  bilhop  of  Wilna, 
who  had  exconununicated  him  for  quartering  his 
troops  upon  the  eftates  of  the  nobility  and  clergy. 
Some  time  after  the  breaking  up  of  the  diet,  tiie 
.  BTmj  of  Lithuania  entered  into  a  confederation, 
under  the  command  of  Oginiki,  grand  eniign  of 
the  duchy.  The  eftates  of  6apieha  and  his  ad- 
herents were  plundered  by  thefe  new  rebels,  who 
marched  againft  them^  and  cut  off  a  great  num- 
ber of  them. 

While  Sapieha  was  obftinately  facriiicing  them 
to  his  o^n  vengeance,  rather  than  to  the  tran-* 
quiltity  of  the  public,  his  couriers  intercepted  a', 
letter  from  the  palatini  of  Vitepfk  to  the  queen ; 
ia  which  he  coxijure4  her  to  di^tch  with  all 
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foeed  a  freOi  fupply  of  .money,  to  refctic  Oginfkf 
nota  the  danger  to  which  he  was.expofed.     Sa- 
pteha  caufed  mis  i^etter  to  be  regiAercd^  ^nd  fent 
^  copy  of  i|  to  all  tjie  dietines  .throughout  the 
]^iqgdom^  charging  .the  qtieen  with  the  revolt  of 
Ihe  army  of  Lithuaniai.    The  leffer  diete  .rcceive<| 
the  impreflion  which  the  grand^  general  ii^tenjded 
they  fliould,  and  the  queen's  party  was  fo  ihocked 
with  thi§  ianforefeen  accident,  t|iat  they  afterwards 
withdrew  themfelyes  from  public  notice^     , 
,    The  A^be  de  Polignac^  ambaifador  .of  France 
in  PQland,  building  his  bopea  on  ihtfe  late  cir- 
immftances^  and  perceiving  that  the  troubles  of 
Xithuania  would  be  an  o'bflacle  to  the  carrying 
On  of  his  dcfigns,  prevailfsd  upon  the  fi?n  of  Sa- 
pitiha^  petty  marfhal  of  the  duchy;  and  an  inti-^ 
tnate  acquaintance  .oi  Ogi^iki,  to  .labbu|r  at  aq. 
accommodation  with  his  old  friend :  and  one  of 
the  private  conditions  of  the  treaty  was  to  be  ther 
tmion  of  the  two  pai;ties  in  favour  of  thq  can- 
didate, whom  the  ambaJTador  of  France  ihould 
prppofe,  , 

The  Abb4  Polignac's  projed  fu^ceeded,  and  the 
agreement  beix^  figned,  the  confederates  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  grand  general-  Oginlki  wa^  very 
much  blamed  for  coming  to  an  siccommodation} 
without  including  the  biihop  of  Wilna^  who  hkd 
be^n  the  pretext  of  the  confederation, 

In  the  meap  time,  the,  army  of  Poland^,. iinder 
the  comm^ind  of  Boguflaus,  plundered  Ruifiaf 
while  the  T^^rtars^  to  the  number  q{  ,50,000,-  laid 
walie  Voihinia.  'they  returned  loaded  with 
fpoils^  carrying  back  with  them  a  gireat  number 
of  flaves  into  tlieir  own  country.  There  were 
but  few  faithful  troops  at  this  tiine  left  to  the  re- 
public to  reflrain  the  irruptions  of  the  I'artars  t  and 
thefe  had  buiine&  enough  upon  dieir  hands  fiom 
a  the 
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the  confederate  army.  Poland  was  under  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  a  fecopd  irruption  from  thofe  bar- 
bariansy  when  the  French  ambaifador  offered  toi 
divert  the  ftorm  by  compounding  the  bufinefs 
with  the  Sultan  for  loo^c^  florins.  Such  were 
the*  methods  made  ufe  otby  that  able  minifter 
to  fix  the  Poles  more  I'rmly  in  his  intereft,  whom 
he  had  already  gained  by  his  ijlftgnificence  and 
politenefs,  and  by  that  noble  addrefs  and  opennefs 
of  behaviour  which  never  fail  %f  procuring  ref- 
pedt  and  confidence. 

1697.  In  the  mean  time,  all  the  negotiations 
'with  the  confederate  army  fell  to  the  ground. 
The  general  of  thofe  troops  plundered  the  coun- 
try adjacent  to  \^rfaw,  and  detached  twelve 
companies,  which  entered  into  Royal  Pruflia. 
They  more  particularly  ravaged  the  eftate  of  the 
late  king's  family;  which  raifed  a  fufpicion  that 
the  ambaffadv  of  France  held  fome  correfpon- 
dence  with  them,  and  that  he  was  dcfirpus  to 
put  the  royal  family  out  of  a  condition  to  fupport 
their  intereft  in  the  enfuing.eleAion,  that  the 
candidate  propofed  by  him  might  find  no  ob- 
ilacle  from  that  quarter.  The  politicians  like- 
wife  gave  out,  that  he  had  promifed  thofe  troops 
all  the  pay  that  was  due  to  them,  ^befide  liberal 
cjontribu^ns  for  their  voices. 

One  bold  and  timely  ftroke,  however,  proved 
a  more  powerfiil  remedy  than  all  the  applications 
which,  till  then,  had  been  made  to  the  rebels. 
Boguflaus,  who  was  ever  at  the  head  of  the  con- 
federates, difowned  the  treaty  concluded  by  his 
deputies  at  Leopold,  and  ventured  to  juftify  his 
cojidu&by  amanifeflo.  The  commiilioners  of 
the  republic  afifembled  in  that  city,  to  bring  back 
the  army  to  their  duty,  made  a  decree,  by  which 
the  marihal  of  the  confederation^  and  hisfoldiers, 
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were  decjared  enemies  to  their  country.     A  great 
number  of  the  confederates  found  in  Boguil^us  a 
iper6  tyrant,  and  fe^med  difpofed  to  quit  his  co- 
lours, and  to  accept,  the  indemnity  offered  them 
by  the  republic.     Tip  general  had  indeed  ex- 
cited their  envy  by  a'profufion,  which  would 
fcarcely  have  ijeen   pardonable  in  a  fovereign 
prince.     Belide^  having  difclaimed  the  deputies 
of  the  army,  who  treated  with  the  bilhop   of  - 
Plotlko,  and  the  other  cominiffioners  of  the  re- 
public, at  Leopold,  he  had  condemned  the  prin- 
cipal of  them  ±o  lofe  his  head.     This  arbitrary 
proceeding  gained  him   the  difaffe6lion  of  the 
*  confederates,  and  excited  compaflion  for  the  mi- 
ferable  deputy.      Suppprting 'the  jealoufy  they 
l^ad  already  conceived  againft  the  general,  forty 
companies  (Uvided  from  the  reft  of  the  army^  who 
were  upon  the  point  of  following  their  example. 
Boguflaus,  fully  fenfible  of  the  bipw  which  this 
detection  gave  tp  h|6  authority,  and  apprehend- 
ing that  he  might  not  ibon  be  in  fo  good  a  coopt- 
dition  tp  obtain  advantageous  teruis,  haftened  to 
fubmit,  that  he  might  not  draw  upon  himielf  the 
indignation  of  the  diet,  which  was  then  upon 
the  point  of  meeting.    Count  Jablonowfld,  who 
.  was  fufpe^ied  to  be  ^t  the  bottom  of  the  confedot 
ration,  promoted  the  treaty,  and  took  yeat  care 
to  efface  the  imallefi  footffeps  of  thai  rebellion. 
Such  was  then  the  iituation  of  Poland,  whofe 
misfortunes  ariiijqg  from  the  private  intriguea  of 
the  pretenders  to  the  qx)wn,  were  ev^ery  day  in- 
creaffng.     At  ffrft  there  s^ppes^red  but  a  final! 
number  of  candidates  upon  the  &age,  but  they 
fpon  after  offered  tfay^mfelves  in  great  abundajpuoe. 
Prince  James,  the  late  kiiig*s  ,eldeft  fon,  his  fe- 
cond  ibxk  prince  AleJcander,  the  elector  of  Bava* 
ria^  tiie  grand  marihal  of  the  crown^  the  griahd 
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gfetierat  of  Lithuania,  Opdlinius  ftaroft  of  No- 
Wemicyflci,  the  princes  df  Conti,  Lorrain,  Baden^ 
iEind  Me^burg,  were  all  upon  the  lilts. 

Befidc  the  favour  of  the  palatinates^  the  ad- 
Vantages  on  prince  James's  fide  were,  the  fer- 
vices  done  by  his  father  ;  the  reputation  himfelf 
had  gained  in  two  battles  againft  ihe  Turks,  and . 
at  the  f  aifing  of  the  fiege  of  Vienna ;  the  alliance 
he  htid  contracted  with  divers  fovereign  powers^ 
by  dfpoufing  a  princefs  of  Newburg,  whofe  fillers 
fhared  the  thrones  of  the  Empire,  Spain,  and 
Portugal ;  the  inclinations  of  the  king  of  Swe- 
den, the  czar  of  Mufcovy,  the  eleftor  palatine, 
land  the  eleftbr  of  Bavaria. 

But  all  thefe  advantages  were  counterbalanced 
by  the  queen  his  mother,  who  was  eagerly  bent 
on  placing  her  fecond  fon  upon  the  throncj* 
Prince  James,  in  great  indignation  at  the  queen*s 
conduift,  forbore  to  pay  her  the  rclpedt  which 
was  due  to  a  mother.  And  for  her  part,  if  eveif 
Ihe  recolleAed  that  he  wa^  her  fon,  it  was  only 
to  give  an  edge  to  her  hatred,  and  to  differve  him 
wiui  the  greater  warmth ;  buflhe  paid  dear  for 
Jier  ill  treatment  of  him.  Convinced  at  laft  by 
time,  that  it  \Vas  impolEble  for  her  to  raife  her 
fecond  fon  to  the  throne,  ambition  wrought  in 
her  Jthe  office  of  nature :  Ihe  efpoufed  theintereft 
of  her  cldeft  fon,  talked  of  him  in  a  different 
language  from  what  Ihe  had  hitherto  ufed,  and 
dcfcribed^  him  in  moft  amiable  colours.  But  it 
was  then  too  late,  and  the  impreflion  Ihe  had 
already  made,  was  too  deep  to  be  effaced.  It 
was  to  no  purpofe  that  Ihe  folicited  the  ambafla- 
dof  of  France  to  join  with  her  in  favour  of 
prince  James  :  that  minifter  was  far  from  enter- 
ing into  her  views  ;  he  had  even  made  an  advan-  . 
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A^f:  of  the  divifions  between  the  mother  and  the 
<bn,  t'  weaken  the  intereft  of  the  latter,  and 
help  forward  the  fcheme  of  fetting  the  crown  of 
Poland  upon  the  head  of  the  Prince  of  Conti. 
Supported  bv  the  court  of  France,  and  beloved 
by  the  Poliui  nobihty,  who  allowed  him  the  li- 
berty of  continuing  at  Warfaw,  while  they  per- 
lifted  in  keeping  the  queen  at  a  diftance,  he 
thought  it  was  time  to  declare  the  candidate  for 
whofe  advancement  he  was  foUcitous.  This  he 
did  in  a  difcourfe  addrelTed  to  the  diet  of  Poland. 
The  ambaffador  fpoke  with  that  ftrong  and  mov- 
ing eloquence,  which  at  the  fame  time  convinces 
and  perfuades.  He  laid  before  the  Poles  the 
union  of  Louis  XIV.  with  the  late  king  Sobieiki ; 
the  alliance  of  the  two  nations,  almoft  from  time 
immemorial ;  the  correfpondence  of  manners  be- 
tween the  French  and  Poles  ;  the  folidity  of  the 
treaties  made  by  the  republic  under  the  prot^dlion 
of  France,  and  the  power  and  glory  of  the  kin£ 
his  mafter,  whoie  forces  he^ftered  them  againfl 
their  enemies  :  and  concluded  his  difcourfe  with 
flattering  them  as  the  only  people  who  had  pre- 
fcrved  to  themfelves  the  privilege  of  crowning 
virtue. 

Immediately  the  oppoiite  parties  to  the  prince 
of  Conti,  though  divided  among  themfelves  by 
different  interefts,  joined  together  to  fet  afide  his 
ele6tion.  All  the  courts  in  Europe  refounded 
the  complaints  which  ^^ere  brought  thither,  and 
the  miniflers  of  the  allies  at  war  with  I^anoe 
took  care  to  fpread  them  throughout  all  Poland. 

Nor  were  thefe  the  only  methods  made  ufe  of 
in  prejudice  to  the  prince  of  Conti.  The  biihop 
of  Cujavia,  to  take  off  from,  the  zeal  of  Abb6 
PolignaCi  wrote  to  that  ambalTador,  to  defire  he 
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would  defift  from  any  fruitlefs  attempts,  and  la^ 
the  king  his  mailer  the  difcredit  of  not  fuccecd- 
ing  in  fuch  an  affair  as  this.     ..     ^ 

Polignac  pubhfhed  the  anfwcr  he  gave  to  the 
prelate's  letter.  After  having  confuted  his  ob- 
je^Hons,  he  drew  the  chara6ter  of  fuch  a  king  as 

'  jPoland  required ;  deicribed  the  prince  of  Conti, 
compared  the  two  pidlures,  and  fhewed  their  ex- 
aft  refemblance.  He*  difplayed  in  flrong  terms 
the  advantages  the  republic  would  find  in  the 
election  of  a  prince  of  France,  whofe  country 
was  divided  from  Poland  by  the  interpolition  of 
raft  feas  and  immenie  territories;  advantages 
which  could  not  occur  in  any  princes  who,  from 
their  neighbourhood  to  the  kingdom,  might  make 
them  tremble  for  their  liberty.  He  then  made 
large  promifes  to  the  nobility,  and  concluded  with 
deliring  the  bifhop  of  Gujavia  to  embrace  the 
party  which,  as  he  aflbrted,  was  moil  favourablp 
to  the  interefl:  of  the  republic. 

This  anfwer  did  not  go  without  a  reply.  The 
author  of  the  reply  rallied  the  Poles  for  biting  at 
the  golden  hook  which  France  had  cafl:  out  for 
them.  He  then  difcufTed  the  reafons  and  promiies 
of  the  French  ambalfador,  and  concluded  with 
faying,  that  Poland  wanted  a  king  to  make  war 
upon  the  Turks,  and  not  upon  Chriftian  princes, 
which  could  not  morally  be  expefted  from  the 
prince  of  Conti.  There  were  likewife  ient  abroad 
fome  other  r^narks  upon  the  French  minifter's 
letter.    But  what  concerned  him  moft  in  this.af- 

.  fair  was,  the  anger  the  queen  expreffed  againfl 
him,  who  charged  him  with  having  fpoken  dif-» 
refpeftfuUy  of  her,  upon  the  bilhop  of  Cujavia's 
laying  in  his  letter,  that  the  example  of  the  queea^ 
who  was  a  French  woman,  diverted  Poland  from 
any  thoughts  of  advancing  a  French  prince^  Sho 
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c^AAjplamed  of  it  to  the  Abbe  de  Polignac  in  % 
very  angry  letter.  The  mimiler  wrote  to  her 
majefty,  by  way  of  excufe,  in  hopes  to  pacify 
her :  but  this  ilep  produced  a  reply  more  full  of 
refentment  even  than  the  former. 

But  thcfe  were  not  the  only  contradi6lion9  Po- 
lignac had  to  ilruggle  with  from  the  enemies  of 
France.  After  having  alarmed  the  powers  of 
Europe,  upon  the  eledion  of  th^  prince  of  Conti, 
and  attempted  to  divert  the  ambafTador  from.tbo 
purfuit  of  his  fcheme,  they  fent  *  word  to  the 
Court  of  France,  that  they  fufFered  themfetves  to 
be  mifled  by  the  enemies  of  the  houie  of  SoUei^ 
Ip. ;  that  tl)e  great  hopes,  wliich  made  fuch  a  ihew 
m  the  prince  of  Conti's  eyes  in  France,  were  but 
&lfe  lights  in  Poland;  and  that,  laflly,  it  was  a 
mere  chimaera  to  imagine  that  Poland^  wouk) 
ever  fet  a  Frenchman  upon  the  throne  of  the  re- 
public. The  minifl;ry  of  France,  without  giving 
ear  too  much  to  thefe  inlinuations,  thought  i^ 
yet  prudent  not  to  palfe  them  over  aUblutely  with 
negleA.  Abbe  de  Caftagneres  de  Chateauneuf 
'vtra3  therefore  fecretly  difpatched  in  February  un- 
der the  charadler  of  envoy  extraordinary.  •  Upom 
his  arrival  in  Poland  in  the  month  of  April,  be 
confirmed  the  ho^s  of  the  court  of  Fiance,  and 
fent  word,  that  two  things  only  were  wanting  to 
the  fuccefs  of  the  ambaifador's  negotiations, 
which  were,  the  making  good  his  proi^ifes,  and 
the  prince's  prefence. 

While  one  part  of  the  Poliih  nobility  was  fell- 
ing the  crown  to  the  prince  of  Conti,  the  palati- 
Xiates  of  Cracow,  Siradia,  and  Leopold,  propofedlv 
a  new  candidate  ;  and  this  candidate  was  Livio^ 
Qdefcalchi,  the  nephew  of  P<^  Innocent  XL 
This  prince  made  mighty  offers  to  the  diet ;  his 
Wpalth  was  fet  fi)rth  with  oiieptatioQ ;  and  thui^ 
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"fra8'tol)e  given  to  the  republic  as  an  liofiagfr^^r 
*he  performance  of  his  promifes/ 

Thfe  Poles,  who  are  naturally  fond  of  railleiy, 
Tepaid  the  Italian's  good-will  with  a  pafquinad^ 
dnd  the  confiftoridl  advocate  Monti-Caffini  his  en- 
voy had  the  vexation  to  fee  himfelf  traduced  a^?  the 
^  -folicitor  of  a  caufe,  which,  they  faid,  his  mafter 
Tva?  profecuting  in  Poland.  To  thefe  railleries 
they  added,  that  Odefcalchi,  to  gain  his  point, 
'was  fentiing  over  into  Poland  all  the  curiofities  of 
Italyj  fiidi  as  the  drawings  of  great  mafters,  and 
antiqtie  ftitues,  which  were  valued  at  confider- 
able  films  in  the  catalogue  of  them  which  he 
caufed  to  be  fent  abroad.  They  faid  farther, 
that  he  dcfigned  a  medal  of  Otho  in  brafe,  for 
the  payment  of  two  quarters  of  the  army  ;  and 
tbat,  laflly,  he  would  engage  to  grace  Poland  with 
the  ftatues  of  Pafquin  and  Morforio,  as  foon  as 
he  fhould  be  crowned. 

The  prince  of  Newburg  alfo  appeared  among 
the  pretenders,  but  without  money,  and  far  from 
being  the  dupe  of  the  cle6tor's  avarice. 

The  prince  of  Badeh  likewife,  one  of  the  great- 
eft  generals  of  his  age,  offered  himielf  in  the 
number  of  the  competitors.  His  valour  had  fe- 
cured  the  throne  of  tihe  empire,  favcd  Tranlilva- 
nia,  and  triumphed  over  the  Turks  at  Salamke- 
men.  Germany  owed  to  him  the  fifety  of  thfe 
confederate  army  upon  the  Rhine,  and  he  was 
befide  the  lord  of  a  country  rich  enough  to  fup* 
port  its  prince  without  injuring  his  cleftive  do- 
minions, and  a  country,  too,  fo  fituate  as  to 
give  no  umbrage  to  the  Polifli  liberty.  The  elec- 
tor of  Brandenbourg,  who  ierved  him  upon  this 
occafion,  made  him  pay  for  his  intereft,  by  en- 
gaging him  to  promife  the  ceffion  of  the  fove- 
reign^  of  Royal  Pruffia,  and  the  difcharge  of  the 
:     ^    ,  Q^    .  fealty 
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fealty  and  homage  which  that  prince  owed  to 
Poland  for  Ducal  Pmffia. 

The  duke  of  Lorrain's  mother  wrote  to  the 
diet  in  favour  of  her  fon ;  but  he  was  only  eigh«^ 
teen  years  old^  and  flripped  of  his  dominions^ 
a  lituation  by  no  means  favourable  to  the  pur* 
chafing  of  a  crown.  It  is  not  now  known  for  what 
reafons  the  eleftor  of  Bavaria,  who  might  have 
V  obtained  fuffrages,  on  a  fudden  forbore  to  folicit 

them.  Some  have  lai^,  that  he  followed  the 
views  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  which  had  a  mind 
ilill  to  continue  him  at  the  head  of  their  troops 
in  the  Low  Countries,  in  oppofition  to  France  ; 
tut  the  intereft  of  another  does  not  feem  tp  be  a 
motive  powerful  enough  to  make  any  man  de* 
cline  the  acceptance  of  a  crown. 

The  grand  marihal  of  the  crown,  Opalinius 
the  rich  Aarof}  of  Nowemicylki,  and  the  grand 
general  count  Jablonowflci,  the  firft  iecular  fo- 
nator  in  the  kingdom,  likewife  entered  the  lifts. 
It  was  thought  the  queen,  defpairing  of  the  ad* 
vancement  of  her  own  family,  employed  the  fee- 
ble remains  of  her  party  in  favour  of  Jablonow- 
Iki,  upon  condition  that  by  marrying  her,  he 
Ihoidd  give  back  to  her  1  one  half  of  the  crown, 
which  he  would  owe  wholly  to  her  intereft. 

The  prince  of  Conti,  born  brave,  as  were  all 

the  Bourbons,  was  beloved  by  the  people  for  his 

affability.     He  was  trained  up  to  the  art  of  war 

under  the  direction  of  his  uncle  the  prince  of 

Conde,  and  had  given  glorious  proofs,  not  only 

of  his  Ikill  in  the  theory  of  that  fcience,  but  oif 

.his  prudence  in  the  pra6ticc,  and  a  thoufand  othejr' . 

\  excellent  qualifications.       Such  was  the  king 

whom  Abb^  Polignac  oftered  to  Poland.      And 

the  competitors  of  this  prince  had  indeed  feveral 

adherents,  but  there  were  united  in  him  alone 

*  '  more 
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more  valuable  properties  than  all  the  reft  could 
together  boaft  of. 

The  ambaffador  of  France  began  to  think^ 
with  all. Poland,  that  the  prince  of  Conti  would 
prevail  over  his  competitors,  when  a  ftill  more 
formidable  rival  rofe   up  to   ftagger   his  hopes. 
Frederic  Auguftus,   elector  of  Saxony,   having 
had  a  conference  at  Drefden  with  John  Przeben- 
dowiki  caftcUan  of  Culm,  who  had  married  the 
daughter  of   general  Fleming  the  favourite  of 
Auguilus,  and  fince  his  firft  minifter,  followed 
the  infiruiSlions  of  that  Polilh  gentleman.     This 
caftdlan,  at  firft,  embraced  the  intereft  of  the 
prince  of  Conti ;  but  defigning  to  raife  his  for- 
tune by  his  fuflFrage,  and  confidering  that  there 
were  a  great  nuqotber  in  that  party,  who  by  their 
rank  and  merit  would  naturally  be  preferred  be- 
fore him  when  the  prince  came  to  reward  thoie 
who  had  raifed  him  to  the  throne,  he  refolved  to 
apply  himfelf  to  a  candidate  who  ihould  owe  his 
advancement  only  to  him.     He  was  a  bold  man, 
and  formed  for  political  intrigue ;  but  is  faid  to 
have  been  not  fo  brave  in  the  field,  as  wife  in  a 
diet.     His  alliance  with  Fleming  was  the  origin 
of  the  rife  of  Auguftus. 

Przebepdowlki  having  written  to  this  general, 
to  furnilh  him  with  the  fentiments  of  Germany 
on  the  eledVion  of  a  king  of  Poland,  Fleming 
made  aniWer,  that  the  ele<5lor  of  Saxony  was 
defirous  of  being  ranked  in  the  number  of  the 
pretenders  to  the  crown.  Upon  this  the  caftellan 
'  privately  took  a  journey  to  Drefden,  and  con- 
ferred with  the  eledlor  upon  the  means  of  fuc- 
ceeding  in  his  defign.  He  declared  to  him,  that 
the  ambaffador  of  France  was  not  able  to  get 
^ny  more  money  firom  the  bankers,  fince  he  hdd 
taken  up  600^000  livres,  which  were  already  dif- 
tributed  among  the  Poles;   that  it  was  hardly 

probable 
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probable  the  king  of  France  would  hazard  the 
landing  of  money  in /peciCf  efpecially  at  a  thnfe 
when  it  would  be  difficult  to  hinder  his  eneihies 
from  feizing  upon  the  fnpply,  of  which  they 
rery  much  flood  in  need  toward  carrying  on  the 
war ;  that  the  elector  need  only  make  bis  offers, 
and  he  niuft  gain  the  crown  ;  that  thfe  nobility 
concerned\would  be  always  more  ftrongly  influ- 
enced by  ready  money,  than  the  films  they  had 
cither  already  received,  or  were  only  in  hope  of 
having  hereafter ;  and  that  laftly,  among  peopfe 
.who  fought  for  nothing  but  money,  the  laft  giver 
kad  always  more  intereft  than  thofe^who  had  al- 
ready fpent  their  fubftance.upon  them. 

The  eledtor,  purfoant  to  thefe  inftruftions,  lard 
tip  the  funds  that  were  neceffary;    and  having 
taken  his  meafures  with  the  court  of  Rome  to^ 
ward  removing  the.  obftacle  of  religion,  he  pri* 
vatcly  lent  colonel  Fleming  to  *  Warfaw.      This 
minifter  prefented  the  ambafTador  with  a  letter 
from  the  elc6lor.     Abbe  Polignac  was  furprized, 
when  they  afked  him,  if  he  had  received  no  or- 
ders^from  the  king,  j^ith,whom  the  eleftor  infi- 
iiuatcd  that  he  had  treated  by  the  mediation  of 
cardinal  Janfon.     He  very  civilly  anfwered,  that 
he  had  no  orders ;  that,  belide,  he  did  not  know 
what  foundation  the  eledlor  had  for  the  inquity ; 
that  the  hopes  of  the  prince  of  Conti  were  never 
in  a  better  fituation  than  at  prefent ;'  that  his 
eledoral  highnefs  was  perhaps  prevailed  on  by 
the  mifreports  that  were  Ipread  abroad,  and  which 
were  merely  an  artifice  of  the  queen's ;  and  tha*, 
laftly,  France  would  fupply  him  abundantly'  with 
all  the  fums  of  money  that  ihould  be  rcquilite  upon 
any  occalion. 

The  court  of  Drefden,  not  fatisfied  with  the 
ambaffador's  anfwer,  purfued  brilkly  their  fcheiiie, 
which  was  foon  put  in  practice, 

Mew- 
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IMean'while  the  day  fixed  for  the  diet  of  elec- 
tion drew  nigh.  They  haftened  to  finifh  the 
fort  and  bridge  which  are  ufiially  built  over  the 
Vijftula  upon  the  election  of  a  king;  on  the 
15  th  of  May,  the  primate  opened  the  diet  with 
the  uilial  ceremonies,  and  the  bifhop  of  Plotlko 
made  a  ^eech,  to  exhort  the  Poles  to  lay  afide 
caballing,  and  confer  the  crown  upon  the  moll: 
deierving  candidate. 

The  diet  however  could  come  to  no  conclu- 
fion    before  the  election  of  a  direftor  or  marOial, 
whom  the  Greater  Poland  was  to  fupply.      But 
they  could  not  agree  about  the  choice  of  this  of- 
ficer.    The  queen's  party,    and  the  .facftion  of 
France,  were  defircus  that  the  ele6tion  Ihould 
fall  upon  a  peribn  devoted  to  their  particular  in- 
terefts*     After  great  clifficulties,  it  was  determined 
at  laft  to  put  an  end  to  them,  by  referring  the 
election  of  the  marlhal  to  the  votes  of  the  pof- 
polite.     Hunuecki  marfhal  of  the  preliminary 
diet,  who  for  that  very  reafon  was  excluded  from 
all  claim  to  this  dignity,    collected  the  voices, 
and  the  majority  inclined  to  count  Bielinfki.     Of 
all  the  pretenders  this  lord  was  the  moft  agreeable 
JtQ  France.      He  had  married  the  daughter  of 
count  Morftein,  who  had  a  great  eflate  in  that 
kingdom ;  and  this  lady,  wto  had  a  heart  entirely 
French,  had  great  intereii  among  the  two  orders 
jof  the  nobility,  and  a  great  afcendancy  over  her 
huiband. 

1 698.  A  month  was  ijpent  in  debates  before  Bie- 
Hniki  was  eledled  marlhal  of  the  diet.  It  was  in 
this  great  aflembly  on  the*  15th  of  January  1698, 
that  the  crown  was  adually  expofed  to  fale.  The 
pretenders  bid  for  it  to  a  degree  of  extravagance; 
but  the  avarice  of  the  iiobilitjr  was  too  great  to 
}>e  iatisfied, 

The 
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The  agent  of  the  elector  of  Saxony  very  pro- 
perly diftributed  large  fums  among  the  nobility^ 
and  omitted  nothing  that  might  ruin  the  oppo- 
lite  parties.  He  very' artfully  oppofed  the  deeds 
of  Saxony  to  the  promifes  of  France ;  and  no 
day  paffed,  but  he  found  means  to  draw  over 
fome  voices  from  the  rivals  of  his  mailer.  An 
affair  (o  well  conftru<fted,  and  fupported  by  fuch 
a6lual  performances,  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
prince's  greatnrfs.  He  was  not  igporant  that  the 
contending  parties  would  each  keep  firm  to  their 
rclpedtive  candidate;  but  he  at  the  fame  time 
forefaw  that  to  avoid  a  rupture,  they  would  be  at 
laft  obliged  to  caft  their  eyes  upon  a  third  per- 
fon,  who  would  pay  them  liberally  for  their 
voices,  which  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  coming  to 
an  agreement  muft  eventually  procure  for  him. 

Nor  was  he  miflaken  in  his  expectations.  As 
the  pi;omifes  of  Prance  were  not  performed,  the 
friends  of  the  prince  of  Conti,  meeting  at  the 
cardinal  pripiate's,  the  palatine  of  Wilna  com-^ 
plained  heavily  of  the  delays  of  France.  They 
thought,  however,  that  the  prince's  arrival  would 
haften  the  fulfilment  of  the  ambaflador's  pro- 
mifes; and  therefore  they  diipatched  letters, 
which  were  already  drawn  up,  to  pre(s  the  prince 
to  haflien  into  Poland. 

After  many  debates,  the  diet  gave  audience  to 
the  ambaffadors  of  foreign  powers.  Davia,  the 
pope's  nuncio,  was  heard  on  the  20th  day  of  the 
month,  and  the  bilhop  of  Paflau,  his  imperial 
majefty's  ambaffador,  was  admitted  on  the  day 
foUowi  ng.  The  fupeifcription  of  the  letter,  which 
that  minifl:er  prefented  fi'om  his  mafier>  gave 
^eat  offence.  The  addrefs  was,  Inclytit  Reipuk-^ 
Uca.  They  would  have  had  him  have  added 
ferenijjimie;  but  he  excufed  himfelf,  by  fapng. 
That  he  could  change  nothing  of  his  own  autho- 
rity. 
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thy*  This  incident^  joined  to  his  making  ufe  of 
the  word  Fos,  inftead  of  the  terms  of  honour  due 
to  a  crowned  republic,  difobliged  the  affiftants  to 
fo  high  a  degree,-  that  they  violentlj'^  abufed  him: 
notwithilanding  this  he  continued  his  difcourfe^ 
but  with  fo  much  fpite  and  fury,  that  the  blood 
ftarted  from  his  face,  and  he  was  obliged  to  retire. 

Abbe  Polignac,  informed  that  prince  James's 
friends  were  refolved  to  *revenge  upon  him  the 
affront  offered  to  the  emperor's  miniiter,  inftead 
of  appearing  at  the  diet,  printed  his  offers,  and 
diftributed  them  ligned  with  his  hand,  and  fealed 
with  his  arms.  By  this  precaution  he  avoided 
expofing  his  Oignity,  and  dilappobtcd  the  iU  in- 
tentions  of  his  enemies.. 

DiiRculties  however  rofe  one  upon  another^ 
and  the  minifter  of  France  ftood  in  need  of  all 
his  ability  to  furmount  them.  The  bifhop  of 
Plotiko,  Dxialinlki,  and  Wapowfki,  came  to  him 
from  the  council,  and  told  him,  that  as  he  had 
not  yet  been  able  to  make  good  his  promifes,  it 
feemed  impoilible  to  avoid  the  rupture  of  which 
they  were  apprehcnfive;  and  laftly,  that  there  ^'^s 
but  one  way  of  fecuring  the  tranquillity  of  the  re- 
public, and  fupporting  the  honour  of  France;  this 
expedient  was,  to  confent  to  the  choice  of  the 
clcdlor  of  Saxony,  who  would  indemnify  his 
moil  chriftian  majeily  for  all  the  expences  he  had 
been  at  in  Poland,  and  acknowledge  that  he  owed 
his  crown  to  the  ambaffador  of  France. 

But  this  remonftrance  made  no  impreffion* 
The  caibellan  of  Kalifch,  the  ambalTador's  inti- 
mate friend,  had  been  with  him  the  night  before, 
and  they  had  agreed  upon  an  anfwer  to  be  given 
to  the  deputies.  Abbe  Polignac  waited  upon 
theoi  to  the  council,  and  there  animadverted 
with  great  eloquence  on  the  many  dangers  to 
which  both  the  religion  92id  the  Ubdrty  of  Po- 
.  I  land 
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land  muft  be  expofed  under  a  Luthcmri  and  a  Gfcff» 
man  king.     "  Are  you  no  longer"  (faid  he)  *'^  ap* 
*^  prehenfivc  of  a  nation  which  you  have  fo^  often 
'^  excluded  from  the  throne  ?  Can  Germany  hope 
**  for  more  favourable  circumftances  of  revenging  - 
**  upon  Poland  the  many  abufive,  though  jufir, 
^*  refufals  flie  has  received,  or  of  preventing  the 
•^  like  affronts  for  the  future,  than  by  introducing' 
**  flavery  and  Lutheranifrn  ?**     The  ambafTador, 
not  obferving  the  afTembly  to  be  moved,  found 
hemuflfet  other  engines  at  work  to  make  the 
impreffion  he  defigned.      "  Well  then,"    conti- 
nued he  in  a  vehement  tone,   *^  lince  you  fuffer 
**  yourfelvesto  be  cafl  down  upon  the  (lightcft 
'  ^^  occalion,  and  force  me  to  wifh  you  had  mone 
**  refolution,  we  will  finifh  without  you  the  work. 
^  you  have  helped  us  to  begin,     I  fnall  not  have 
^  relied  in  vain  upon  a  brave  nobility ;    if   all 
**  their  efforts  prove  inefFeAual;*  prince  James 
*^  Ihall  be  the  better  for  your  wcaknefs.     It  is  to 
^  him  we  will  give  the  crown.     'Tis  he  fhall  af^ 
^  cend  the  throne,  which  religion,  the  interefl^, 
^  liberty,  and  honour  of  France,  will  not  fufFer 
'*  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  eleftor  of  Saxony." 

This  difcourfe  made  an  impreffion  upon  the 
affembly.  The  council  repeated  their  promife  of 
lerving  the  prince  of  Conti,  without  any  diffen- 
tients,  except  the  palatiije  of  Vitcpfk  and  the 
caflellan  of  Czerfke,  who  were  gained  over  by 
two  thoufand  crowns  given  to  them  by  the  caf- 
tellan  of  Culm. 

If  the  ambaffador  of  France  had  now  been  fut- 
nifhed  with  the  neceflfary  fupplies  of  money,  the 
prince  of  Conti  had  certainly  been  king.  Potofki 
palatine  of  Cracow  had  informed  the  caidinal  that 
if  they  would  conlign  over  to  him  30,000  crown%' 
whereof  one  half  fhould  be  paid  down,  he  would 
pals  over  to  Ihe  fide  of  Ftance  with  all  his  party, 
3      ^  Tba 
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Tbe  want  of  money  not  allowing  the  ambafTador 
to  purcbafe  his  jTupply  of  voices,  he  h^d  the 
vexation  to  fee  the  eleftor  of  Saxony  buy  them 
out  of  his  liands.  This  exjtmple  carried  off  Jab- 
lonowfki,  the  gran4  general  of  the  crown,  and 
ibme  other  lords,  whofe  defertionjicverthelefs  did 
not  fo  much  weaken  the  French  fadiorj,  but  that 
it  would  have  prevailed,  had  it  not  been  for  othf^ 
accidents  which  intervened. 

The  members  of  this  faclion  were  guided  by 
very  different  motives.  A  fmall  number  fervcd 
the  prince  of  Conti  through  an  admiration  of 
.his  great  virtues,  and  the  reft  from  the  hatred 
they  bore  to  the  late  king's  family.  Prince 
James,  not  finding  his  party  ftrong  enough  to. 
fupport  his  claim,  abfolutely  renounced  all  pre- 
tenfipns  to  the  crown.  This  ftep  took  oflf  from 
the  warmth  of  fome  palatinates  for  the  prince  of^ 
Cpnti,  whom  they  recommended  indeed  in  the 
firft  place;  but  they  afterwards  did  as  mucli  foe 
the  e\e6lor  of  Saxony. 

The  term  fixed  by  the  diet  fqr  the  election  now 
,  drew  nigh.  The  palatinates,  confifting  of  more 
than  100,000  noblemen^  came  into  the  field^  of 
detStion  in  the  plains  of  Warfaw>  on  the  ai5th 
of  June.  The  palatinates  were  divided  into 
companies,  which  amounted  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty.  They  were  all  on  horfeback,  except  a  few^ 
gentlemen,  whom  poverty  compelled  to  walk  oal 
foot.  Armed  with  ojd  nifty  fcytbes,  they  w«rc 
to  appearsuQce  a  C09ipany  of  reapers,  not  an  s£^  < 
fembjed  nobility:  but  raink  and  confequenc^ 
might  be  difcerned  by  the  fiercenefe  of  their 
countenances,  and  the  right  of  difppiing  of  tte 
crown  feeipied  written  on  theur  foreheads* 

As  fopn  as  the  fenatbrs  had  harangued  tbeir 
palatinates  to  found  tke  fentiments  of  the.  npbir- 
iity,  the  palatinate  o£  Flotlko  cried,  Limg  livef 
^  Conti, 
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Conti,  and  immediately  miied  their  fabres.  Si- 
radia^  Reva,  and  the  three  palatinates  of  Pruflia 
anfwered,  Long  live  Conti :  the  name  of  Conti 
was  carried  from  rank  to  rank.  Przebendowlki^ 
the  foul  of  the  eleftor's  party,  not  enjoying  thefe 
acclamations,  and  laying  to  the  Pniflians,  that 
Saxony  was  as  good  as  Conti,  narrowly  efcaped 
being  ihot  through  the  head  by  the  chamberlain 
of  Mariemburg,  a  prieft  changing  the  direAion 
of  the  piilol  with  a  ftroke  of  his  cane.  The 
friends  of  Saxony,  in  a  confternation,  protefled 
a^inil  whatever  fhould  be  done  in  too  hafty  an 
cle£iion,  and  procured  the  nomination  to  be  put 
off  till  the  next  day,  purfiiant  to  a  law,  which 
requires  that  all  the  candidates  be  propofed  before 
&e  ele6lion  is  finiihed. 

In  thfe  mean  time  the  minifters  of  the  feveral 
competitors  laboured  earneftly  to  bring  about 
their  defigns.  The  French  did  all  they  could  to 
perfuade  the  nobility,  that  the  eledlor's  conver- 
lion  was  a  mere  fable.  The  Saxons,  on  the 
other  hand,  ufed  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  efta- 
blilh  its  fincerity.  They  applied  to  the  nuncio 
to  confirm '  the  certificate,  which  the  bifliop  of 
Saab,  a  kinfinan  of  the  ele6lor*s,  had  given  con- 
cerning his  converfion.  But  the  nuncio  kept  his 
word  with  the  minifters  of  France,  and  held  out 
till  the  next  morning,  when  circiimilances  ihewed 
much  more  clearly  his  real  purpofe. 

On  the  26th,  the  cardinal  primate,  according 
to  the  cuftom,  faid  mafs  in  the  chureh  of  St* 
John ;  the  bifhop  of  Plotflco  made  a  fpeech  to 
the  affembly,  in  which  he  ingenuoufly  gave  them 
to  underiland  for  what  candidate  he  was  inclined ; 
and  they  all  went  thence  into  the  field  of  elec- 
tion. The  fenators  being  come  into  the  kol?, 
the  cardinal  primate  (poke  with  great  force  and 
eloquence :  "  The  throne  of  the  republic'!  (faid 
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^  this  jMnekte)  requires  a  king  that  is  generous^ 
^'  mild)  and  affable ;  a  king^  who  is  a  foldier, 
*'  and  an  officer."  H6  then  natned  the  compe- 
titors jfbr  the  crown,  and  praifed  every  one  ot 
them  in  particular,  with  reference  either  to  their 
pdionul  qualifications,  ot  the  dignity  of  theit 
fejililies.  He  did  not  Mention  the  eledlor  o^ 
Sa^ily,  till  he  had  fpoken  of  all  the  re& ;  and 
then  he  laid,  it  was  but  good  manners  not  to  "for** 
get  that  prince,  whom  otherwife  his  zeal  for 
Luthelhanirm  would  exclude  ftom  the  choice  of 
the  nobility.  After  this  difcourfe,  he  bent  one 
knee  to  the  ground,  and  lifting  up  his  eyes  and 
hands  to  Heaven,  "  I  fwear"  (laid  he  with  a  loud 
Voice)  "  that  I  will  not  proclaim  any  candidate 
*^  to  be  king)  who  has  not  the  unanimous  fufi- 
•^  frages  of  the  nobility ;  but  I  likewife  conjure 
"  you  not  to  turn  your  eyes  upon  any  lubjefts, 
"  but  fuch  as  deferve  to  be  chofen.**  He  wa$ 
ftill  fpeaking,  when  the  fenators  left  their  placed 
to  put  themfelves  at  the  head  of  their  palatinates. 
There  were  left  in  the  kola  none  but  Aie  cardi* 
Hal  and  the  marlhal  of  the  diet,  who  had  infor- 
mation brought  them  of  what  was  doing  froiti. 
time  to  time,  according  to  which  they  iflued  out 
their  orders. 

At  lail,  the  palatinate^  being  ranged  in  ordei* 
to  give  their  fuffirages,  three  companies  of  the 
palatinate  of  Cracow,  which  has  the  right  of 
proclaiming  firft>  at  the  folicitation  of  their  pak;* 
tine  and  caftellati,  cried  out^  Long  live  James  ihe 
kin^sfon.  One  company  of  the  palatinate  oC 
Pofnania,  whole  privilege  is  to  fpeak  next,  fol- 
lowed their  example,  but  faintly.  The  other 
companies  of  other  palatinates  raifed  their  voices 
to  the  Ikies  with  pronouncing  the  name  of  Conti. 
Wilna  returned    the    acclamations  wijth   zeal, 
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Und  was  joined  by  the  reft  of  the  palatinates. 
While  the  name  of  Conti  refounded  in  every 
rank,  the  word  Saxony  was  heard  with  furprize 
to  interrupt  the  unanimity  of  voices.  Two  com- 
panies of  Samogitia,  which  give  their  rotes  aAet 
the  eight  former  palatinates,  ventured  to  nominate 
the  ele6i:or.  The  name  of  a  Lutheran  prince  had 
nearly  drawn  upon  them  the  whole  body  of  the 
nobility ;  but  they  maintained  with  fo  much  aC- 
furance,  that  the  eleftor  had  two  years  before 
abjured  his  errors  at  Rome  (a  faA  which  they  laid 
was  atteftcd  by  the  nuncio  himfelf),  that   they 

fained  over  certain  Mafovite  gentlemen,  whom 
'rzebendowfki,  for  a  little  brandy  and  a  crown 
a-head,  had  difpofed  to  believe  every  thing. 

During  thefe  tranfadtions,  a  gentleman  of  the 
palatinate  of  Plotlko,  defirous  to  Ihew  bis  zeal 
for  the  late  king's  family,  prefumed  to  nominate 
prince  James.  But  he  was  immediately  fhot 
•through  the  head  with  a  piftol  bullet,  and  the 
prince  was  no  more  fpoken  of.  This  unjuft  and. 
violent  action  did  not  find  one  fingle  avenger 
among  all  that  body  of  nol^ility,  who  were  cye- 
witnefles  of  the  fa<9:. 

In  the  mean  while  the  party  of  the  prince  of 
Conti  fhewed  themfelves  every  inftant.  The 
friends  of  the  ele<ftor,  apprehending  the  triumph 
of  France,  difpatched  meffengers  to  the  empe- 
ror's ambaffador,  prefling  him  to  procure  the 
nuncio's  atteftation  to  the  bifhop  of  Raab's  cer- 
tificate, and  adding,  that  if  that  could  not  be 
*  done,  all  was  loft,  and  Conti  would  be  chofen. 
The  nuncio  readily  complied  with  what  was  de- 
fired  of  him.  And  Przebendowlki  ran  to  the 
affembly  with  a  certificate  in  form,  and  his  fol- 
lowers cried  out  by  his  orders^  tiiat  tlie  ele<ibr 
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Was  a  good  Catholic,  and  it  was  his  holinefs's 
rcquefl.  that  he  Ihould  be  crowned. 

Great  numbers,  giving  credit  to  thefe  declara- 
tions, now  took  part  with  Saxony,  and  before 
noon  his  fa6Hon  was  luperior  to  the  parties  of 
Newburg,  Lorrain,  and  Baden.  The  cardinal 
primate,  not  being  able  to  diftinguifli  on  which 
fide  the  majority  lay,  by  reafon  of  the  noife  and 
tumult  which  confounded  their  voiced,  ordered, 
that  the  nobility  who  favoured  Conti  ihould 
iland  on  one  fide^  while  the  friends  of  the  other 
candidates  ihould  range  themielves  on  the  other. 
Of  two  hundred  and  fifty  companies  there  were 
but  thirty-fix  who  declared  for  the  rivals  of 
Conti ;  and  the  prince  muft  have  been  king,  if 
the  cardinal  had  not  wanted  courage.  The  pre- 
late gave  greater  figns  of  irrefolution  fome  few 
moments  ^er.  The  biihops  cf  Cujavia,  Ponfa- 
nia,  and  Livonia,  who  were  in  the  intereft  of  the 
elector  of  Saxony,  retired  to  Warfaw,  frighted 
at  thfe  number  of  the  Contiftes,  and  the  fierce 
countenance  of  the  caftellan  of  Kalifch,  tv^ho, 
mounted  upon  a  war-horfe,  encouraged  the  no- 
bility to  take  up  arms,  and  cut  to  pieces  the  fmall 
nimiber  of  opponents,  if  they  ftdl  perfiftcd  in 
their  obflinacy.  Under  thefe  circumftances  the 
primate  might  have  nominated  without  oppofi- 
tion ;  but  me  fear  of  ihedding  Polifh  blood  Itfept 
him  unrefolved,  and  he  coniented  to  put  off  the 
elcdlioD  till  the  next  day,  tinder  a  pretence^  that 
it  was  then  too  late  to  conclude  it. 

The  principal  adherents  to  the  eleftor  of 
Saxony,  having  recovered  themfelves  from  the 
fright  into  which  the  psirty  of  France  had  thrown 
them,  met  at  the  emperot's  ambailador's ;  thi- 
ther alfo  came  the  miniilers  of  all  the  other  pre- 
tehd^s,  except  the  ambaifador  of  France  and 
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there  all  joined  againft  the  prince  of  Conti^  agreed 
to  fupport  the  moft  pjotverfal  patrty,  or  ratlier 
to  make  but  one,  in  favour  of  the  eledor  of 
Saxony. 

Purfuant  to  thefe  feiblntions,  every  one  fur- 
Hlflied  what  money  tliey  had  by  them.  Thefe 
Aims,  with  the  bills  of  exchange  paid  upon  light 
by  the  Jews,  amounted  to  eighteen  hundred  thou^ 
fand  livres,  which  were  diilributed  iii  the  jcamp 
that  night.  The  eloauence  of  the  fenators^  and 
the  engagements  of  tne  nobility,  could  not  hold 
againfl  fuch  prevailing  motives.  All  the  com- 
]panies  which  had  before  fupported  the  claims  of 
the  different  candidates,  went  over  to  the  party  of 
Saxony.  Eleven  companies  of  the  French  faction 
embraced  the  cauie  of  the  eledlor ;  but  this  de^ 
^rtion  was  in  part  repaired  by  the  acquifition  of 
&ven  of  their  companies,  who  ranged  themfdves 
linder  the  Handard  of  Conti. 

After  many  negotiations,  the  time  came  at  lafi 
for  concluding  the  election.  The  bifhops  of  Cu* 
javia,  Pofnania,  and  Livonia,  were  fo  terrified 
the  night  befcM,  that  they  duril  not  attempt  any: 
thing,  and  all  feemed  to  fiivour  the  prince  of 
Conti^  when  the  palatine  of  Wielun,  who  was 
even  more  irrefolute  than  the  cardinal,  went  and 
pofled  himielf,  in  Itgn  of  neutrality,  betwixt 
Saxony  and  Conti,  at  the  head  of  the  palatinate 
pf  Volbinia)  the  diflriA  of  Wilna,  and  fome  Li- 
thuanian companies.  The  primat^  furpri2ed  at 
this  a<5lion,  knew  not  what  to  think  of  it,  but 
could  not  imagine  that  Sapieha  was  going  to  offer 
himfelf,  after  fo  many  Piafls  had  b^n  excluded. 
Thia  palatine  floated  all  the  morning  between 
eertain  views  of  ambition  or  interefl,  and  the  fo- 
licitations  of  hk  friends  and  the  lords^  of  his 
dojoul^  who  intreated  him  not  to  occufioa  any 
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^cfli  trouble  by  a  change  fo  little  expe<5led.  At 
laft,  the  fame  caprice  which  had  divided  him 
from  the  party  of  Conti  brought  him  back  to  it, 
father  than  *any  of  the  IbHcitations  to  which  he 
fifemed  to  yield, 

Sapieha's  return  having  taken  away  all  hope 
from  the  Saxons  of  making  any  advantage  of  the 
irrefolution  and  cowardice  of  that  palatine,  they 
ibught  itill  to  put  off  the  cle<ftion.  Gorowlki, 
cafteUan  of  Gnefna,  advanced  between  the  two 
parties,  and  made  a  lign  that  he  had  fomething 
to  communicate  to  the  French  fa<S\ion.  The 
bifliop  of  Kiow,  who  was  deputed  to  hear  him, 
brought  back  word,  that  his  party  demanded  a 
conference  in  the  midft  of  the  kola,  in  the  pre- 
ience  of  the  primate  and  the  marihal. 

This  being  contented  to,  the  deputies  of 
Saxony  propoled  to  give  up  Saxony,  Newburg, 
Lorrain,  Bavaria,  and  the  royal  family,  provided 
the  oppofite  party  would  abandon  Conti.  This 
was  only  an  artifice  to  gain  time ;  and  therefore 
they  made  no  difficulty  of  feeming  to  accept  of 
their  propofition.  When  the  time  came  for 
founding  them,  and  making  them  throw  off  the 
maik,  they  offered  the  prince  of  Baden.  Jablo- 
nowiki  rejeded  him,  becaufe  he  was  propofed  by 
Lubormilki.  The  bifhop  of  Plotlko,  returning 
from  Warfaw,  whither  he  had  been  to  talk  over 
this  matter  with  Abbe  Polignac,  to  confound 
J^iblonowlki  the  more,  declared  in  favour  of  the 
prince  of  Badtfn.  The  palatines  were  highly  dif- 
pleafed  at  thcfe  new  propofals,  but  pains  were 
taken  to  make  them  comprehend,  that  they  were 
pfFcred  with  no  other  view,  than  to  expofe  the 
oppofite  party ;  thefe  excufcs,  however,  .were  not 
fatisfaftory  to  them,  and  they  called  out  loudly 
upon  the  primate  to  put  an  end  to  the  eledtion. 
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This  prelate  was  upon  the  point  of  gmng  tbe 
benedii^ioni  when  a  letter  was  put  into  his  hands 
from  the  hiihop  of  Cujavia.  He  read  it  loud 
enough  to  be  heard  by  thofc  who  flood  near  him* 
In  this  letter  the  bifhop  of  Cujavia  threatened  a 
feceflion  of  forty  companies  in  favour  of  Saxony, 
in  cafe  they  nominated  the  prince  of  Conti,  afr 
fviring  the  cardinal  notwithfianding,  that  he 
would  in  no  wife  have  epcipached  upon  the 
rights  of  his  primacy,  if  he  had  not  been  com-^ 
pelled  to  it  by  force. 

The  nobility,  enraged  at  the  inflexibility  of  a 
handful  of  obftin^te  people,  redoubled  their  im- 
portunities to  have  this  great  aiFair  brought  to  a 
conclulion.  And  the  primate  at  laft,  being  no 
longer  able  to  relift  their  preffing  inftances,  de- 
clared on  the  27tb  of  June,  that  the  republic  made 
clioicc  of  Francis  Lewis  de  Bourbon,  prince  of  - 
Conti,  to  be  king  of  Poland .  and  grand  duke 
of  Lithuania. 

The  oppofite  party  not  daring  to  ftir,  for  fear 
of  being  cut  to  pieces  by  the  greater  number, 
waited  till  the  multitude  had  difperfed;  and  then 
the  bifhop  of  Cujavia  with  forty  companies,  be- 
ing under  no  farther  apprehenlipn,  nominated 
Fredjcric  Auguflus,  eledlor  of  Saxony,  king  of 
Poland,  and  grand  duke  of  Lithuania.  This 
news  was  brought  to  the  cardinal  as  he  was  re-^ 
turning  to  his  palace  after  having  fung  Te  Deum 
in  the  church  of  St.  John  at  Warfaw.  He  was 
adviled  to  ufe  violent  inethods  againft  the  mu- 
tineers; but  his  natural  mildnefs  diverted  him 
from  it. 

The  bifhop  of  Cujavia,  having  fung  7>  Deum 
upon  the  place  of  eleftion,  came  to  Warfaw, 
where  he  repeated  that  ceremony  in  the  church 
pf  St.  John;  andb(iing  dcfirops  to  obferve,  in 
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fliew  ^t  leaft,  all  the  rules  that  were  ufual  in  an 
action  of  that  confequence,  he  took  great  care. to 
inake  reparation  for  a  fault  which  he  had  com- 
mitted through  over-much  hafte,  in  nominating 
the  eledor  out  of  the  eledloral  camp.  He  re- 
turned thither  early  the  next  morning,  and  re- 
peated the  nomination^  as  if  that  flep  could  havQ 
fet  all  right.  And  laftly,  to  give  tne  finifhing 
flroke  to  what  he  was  about,  he  adminiflered  the 
oath  fbr  obferving  the  PaSta  Conventa  to  the  cheva- 
lier Fleming  by  fix  o'clock,  who  took  upon  bimiH{ 
the  chara6lcr  of  envoy  extraordinary. 

The  day  after  the  ele6lion  fome  conferences 
paffed  between  the  two  parties.  In  thefe  it  was 
propofed  to  obferve  the  laws  of  the  kingdom^ 
which  require  that  none  of  the  competitors  no- 
minated fhould  fet  foot  in  the  kingdom  till  after 
the  diet  of  confirmation ;  but  the  friends  of 
Saxony  depending  upon  the  proximity  of  the 
eledlor,  and  fecure  of  the  diftance  of  his  rival, 
^^bfolutely  refufed  to  comply  with  thofe  propofi* 
tions. 

During  the  courfe  of  thefe  debates,  Abbi  Po-r 
Jignac  had  difpatched  a  courier  into  France,  to 
prefs  for  the  departure  of  the  prince,  and  fuch 
fbjiplies  of  money  as  were  neceflary  to  keep  the 
lords  firm  in  his  party.  This  courier,  who  was 
the  ambaflador's  fecretary,  to  make  a  merit  of 
the  good  news  he  brought,  difguifed  the  truth^ 
and  reprefented  the  party  oppofite  to  the  prince 
of  Conti,  as  an  infignificant  handful  of  people,^ 
adding,  that  the  new  king  ihould  wait  for  the' 
icmbaffy  of  the  republic.  A  fecond  courier, 
Jiowever,  who  arrived  within  two  days  after,  let 
matters  in  a  true  light,  and  the  prince  prepared 
for  his  journey,  but  did  not  fet  out  till  the  cardi- 
nal had  pven  him  notice  of  his  election  under 
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his  hand.  The  prelate's  letter  was  to  hav^  tvoen 
.  brought  hy  the  preceding  courier;  but  the  per^ 
ion  who  was  \o  hftve  given  it  him,  b^i^g  tq  ie| 
out  within  two  days  aft^r*  kept  it  to  carry  him* 
&]£:  ^nd  to  thefe  trivial  circum^ances^  which 
delayed  the  prince's  departi^re,  mj^t  wilh  fovDifi 
probability  be  attributed  the  iH-fticc^  of  Conti- 

Meanwhile  the  profufi,o^  of  the  ele^or  of 
S^xpny  daily  increafcd  the  nym^b^  of  his  ibl? 
lowers ;  he  was  befide  upon  the  frontiers  of  Po» 
Jand.  The  prince  of  Conti'a  frieuds,  aJSr^hte^ 
to  fee  him  fo  ne^r  them,  tqld  the  Fjcench;  aiUibaj^ 
^or,  that  the  infiruioent  of  ^ledtion  il^Quld  not 
bie  given  into  his  hands,  till  he  had  paid  off  tbo 
four  quarters  of  the  army ;  and  if  thofe  clauies 
l^ould  not  be  filled,  he  had  nothing  to  d^  b^t  to 
eounterms^nd  the  prince. 

A  d^laration  fo  little  expected  threw  the  am-i 
b^^ador  into  the  utmofi  confufion,  and  he^^ 
(^etermiijied  to  inform  the  <;ourt  of  Fraiace  of  the 
refolution  of  the  lords.  This  news  again  pu^ 
off  the  prince's  journey.  Preparations  however 
were  Waking  for  his  departure,  and  he  embarked 
at  l^at  at  Dunkirk,  on  hoard  the  little  fquadron 
^f  chevalier  Bart,  attended  by  the  chevaliera 
d'Angouleme,  Sillery,  Lanzu^,  and  twenty  gen- 
tlemen. The  prince  carried  with  him  100,000 
louis  d'ors,  bills  of  exchange  payable  upon.figh^ 
for  the  like  fum,  and  a  great  number  of  jewela^ 
He  anchored  before  Oliva  x)n  the  agth  of  Sep- 
tember, and  was  faluted  with  three  difcharges  of 
cannon  from  the  fort  of  Weychelmunde.  Thefe 
were  all  the  honours  which  Dantzrick  paid  the 
prince.  The  magiflrate  of  the  city  had  difpofcd 
the  inhabitants  to  favour  the  eledtor.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  citizens  declared  for  him,  and  even 
infulted  the  oificers.  of  the  Frei;ich  fquadron. 
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To  fevcnge  tte  afiront,  they  laid  hold  upon 
five  loesclmnt  Ihips  which  lay  in  the  road ;  an4 
the  magiltrates,  by  way  of  reprifal,  feized  upon 
jpiU  the  cffeifts  bf  the  French,  and  carried  theiF 
rei^ntn>ents  fo  far  as  to  fell  the  horfes  of  the 
g^mbafi'ador  of  France  to  the  highelt  bidder. 

During  thefe  tranfadlions,  the  ambaffador  wa» 
vfing  all  his  endearours  to  open  a  way  for  the 
prince  of  Conti's  entrance  into  Poland.  The 
lords  of  the.  houfe  of  Sapieha  had  engaged  for 
the  fum  of  400^000  Uvres,  ta  &nd  the  prince  a 
^ard  of  twelve  companies  under  the  command 
pf  the  ^and  treafurer's  fon ;  and  then  the  ^rand 
jgeoeml  of  Lithuania,  and  all  the  officers  of  the 
ajnny,  were  to  take  the  oath,  and  march  with 
their  troops  to  the  place  which  ihould  be  ap-» 
pointed.  But  the  prince  was  previoufly  obliged 
to  pay  them  four  hundred  and  fixty  thoufanci 
Jivres. 

The  ambaffador,  having  thus  taken  all  necef" 
fsLxy  meafures,  went  on  board  the  French  fquadroii 
pn  the  id  of  OAober.  The  prince's  friends, 
who  came  to  fee  him,  advifed  him  to  go  to  Ma« 
riemburg  or  Lowitz,  but  he  chofe  rather  to  wait 
for  the  coming  up  of  the  Sapieha's.  Couriers 
were  continu^ly  paffing,  which  brought  word, 
that  they  wepe  juft  at  hand  with  fome  Lithuapian 
ienators,  who,  in  conjundlion  with  the  Polifli 
embafly,  were  to  prefent  the  crown  to  the  prince 
of  Conti. 

The  elector  of  Saxony,  before  the  arrival  of 
his  competitor,  had  received  an  embafly  from  his 
party  at  Tamowitz,  upon  the  frontiers  of  Silefia; 
and  mai^ching  from  thence  to  Pickari,  he  there 
ispeated  the  abjuration  of  his  errors  before  Crif- 
pin  bi/hop  of  Samogitia.  He  there  fwore  to  the 
obiijsryaoce  pf  the  f^a£la  Conventa,  and  there  alip 
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received  the  compliments  of  the  nobility,  whom 
he  aflured  of  his  paternal  tendemefs  for  his  new 
fubje6ls.  Thence,  advancing  as  far  as  Cracow, 
he  purchafed  the  delivery  of  the  caftle  of 
count  Wiclopollki  for  five  thouiand  crowns, 
and  a  necklace,  which  he  prefented  to  the  count's 
lady. 

The  cardinal  primate,  on  his  part,  went  on 
the  ^6th  of  Auguft  with  the  nobility  of  the 
French  party  into  the  electoral  camp,  and  there 
held  the  diet  of  confirmation.  They  there  re- 
folved  upon  a  confederation  againfl  the  elector 
of  Saxony ;  and  then  breaking  up  the  inclofuro 
of  the  camp,  to  prevent  the  meetings  of  the  op- 
polite  party  in  a  place  of  authority,  the  primate 
Teturned  tp  Warfaw,  where  he  caufed  the  confe-r 
deration  to  be  ligned  by  prince  Sapieha,  the  le- 
liators,  deputies,  and  nobUity  pf  his  party.  They 
had  likewife  entered  into  a  negotiation  with  the? 
elector,  though  without  any  effeft,  to  put  off  his 
coronation,  which  was  performed  on  the  15th  of 
September.  The  diet,  after  this  ceremony,  had 
been  quietly  doled  on  the  ill  of  06Vober,  the 
new  king  had  already  filled  feveral  pofts,  and 
his  party  had  taken  a  refolution  to  meet  at  War-? 
f^w  within  fix  weeks. 

It  may  perhaps  be  permitted  here  to  notice  a  dr-r 
cumft^nqe  that  may  let  us  into  the  knowledge  of 
the  genius  of  the  Poles,  who  are  ibmetimes  fatii^ 
fied  with  revenging  by  a  jell  injuries  offered  to 
the  liberties  of  the  nation.  As  foon  as  the  elec- 
tor was  crowned,  a  pafquinade  was  fent  abroad 
under  the  title  of  the  Comedy  of  CracoWy  in  five 
afts, .  with  the  arguments  of  each  a<ft.  The  firft 
was  a  king  without  a  diploma ;  the  fecond  a  fu- 
neral fplemnity  without  a'corple;  the  third  a  co- 
ronation without  a  primate;    the  fourth  a  diet 
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without  deputies;  and  the  fifth  proteftations  with- 
out effeA.  The  ele6lor  was  not  much  diipleafed 
wiA  fuch  a  revenge  as  this,  and  would  have  re-? 
Joiced  if  the  Poles  had  oppofed  no  other  arm$ 
againfi  his  growing  power. 

The  cardinal  took  all  poffible  meafures  to  pre- 
vent his  afcending  the  throne,  which  had  already 
coft  too  dear  for  him  to  part  with  it  without  Ibme 
concern.  This  prelate  therefore,  having  aflemr 
bled  the  confederates,  recalled  the  Univerfalia  if- 
filed  out  for  the  general  affembly  appointed  to 
meet  upon  the  26th  of  September,  and  called  to-- 
gether  three  particular  meetings  upon  the  loth  of 
OAober  in  three  different  places,  in  order  to  di* 
vide  the  forces  of  the  enemy,  in  cale  they  fhould 
attempt  to  difturb  the  aflemblies. 

In  the  mean  time  the  prince  of  Conti  waited 
for  the  execution  of  the  promifes  of  Sapieha, 
The  elector,  informed  that  his  rival  was  deter-r 
mined  not  to  land  before  the  arrival  of  regular 
troops,  took  all  poffible  care  to  prevent  his  de- 
fcent.  Galecki,  palatine  of  Inowloclaw,  marched 
into  Pruffia  by  his  orders,  at  the  head  of  3000 
horfe.  This  precaution  fucceeded  as  Auguftus 
defired ;  for  the  princes  Sapieha,  fearing  to  en- 
counter with  this  body  of  horfe,  let  the  primkte 
know  they  had  taken  a  refolution  not  to  fet  for^ 
ward,  fearing,  jis  they  laid,  to  expofe  their  trpops 
to  flaughter. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  difappointments,  the-^ 
prince  of  Conti  prepared  to  quit  his  veflcls,  an4 
to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  1500  horfe,  .which 
the  ftaroft  of  Sondek  had  affiircd  him  were  upon 
their  march.  But  this  refolution  was  deferred  by 
the  arrival  of  the  Saxons,  who  were  divided  into 
two  bodies,  and  marched  dire6tly  to  Oliva  and 
Mariejnburg.    Their  arrival  k^pt  the  prince  on 

bo^d, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


#5^     '  kflSTORY   OF  POLAND. 

boaf  d.  He  ^ad  already  told  the  Poled^  that  he 
would  return  to  France,  if  his  party  did  not  make 
Iiaile  to  perform  their  promiies*  At  laft,  tired 
out  with  the  Poliih  delays,  ariling  fcoax  delibera- 
tions, and  increafcd  by  fuch  perpetual  counfels  a» 
are  fpent  in  preliminaries,  he  weighed  anchor 
©n  the  9tli  of  November,  and  fet  fell  for  France. 
But  this  relblution  was  not  taken  till  he  was  re-* 
duced  to  the  laft  extremity ;  for  he  had  the  vexa- 
tion to  fee  the  abbey  of  Oliva  plundered,  an<| 
forty  of  bi^  domeilics  loft,  who  were  taken  pri- 
ibners  by  the  Saxons. 

Before  his  departure,  he  wrote  two  letters,  one 
lo  the  primate,  and  the  other  to  the  republic.    Ii^ 
tiie  former  he  returned  thanks  to  tl)e  prelate  for 
the  warmth  wherewith  he  had  efpoufed  his  eauie^ 
and  expreiTed  his  conc^n,   that  his  eminence, 
and  fo  many  other  worthy  men,  Ihould  fuffer 
upon  his  account.     But  though  his  rival  was  pre- 
lerred  before  him,  he  comforted  himfclf  in  ihis^ 
that  being  a  prince  of  the  blood  of  France,  he  did 
iftot  ftand  in  need  of  the  fplendor  of  a  crown* 
He  added,  that  he  gave  up  Poland  to  the  el€<!^or 
ttuch  againft  his  inclination,  and  forced  to  it  by 
the  failure  of  their  promifes  who  had  ^eng^ged  ta 
fend  forces  to  his  afliftance.     But  in  his  letter  tt> 
the  republic  he  wrote  in  another  tone.    He  Xh&t^ 
?ccufal  the  great  men  with  breach  of  faiths  after 
earneft  folicitations  on  their  part,   and  charged* 
them  with  iqvitipg  him  into  Poland  on  puirpofe 
to  affront  him. 

1699.  Auguftusj  finding  himfelf  freed  from  the 
apprehenfions  of  his  rival,  began  at  laft  to  take 
breath,,  and  turned  his  thoughts  toward  the  con- 
firmation of  his  authority  by  all  thofe  ceremonies 
which  impofe  upon  the  people.  For  this  reafen 
he  made  his  entry  into  Warfaw,   January  ij„ 
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1699.  When  this  was  over,  he  ftrovc  by  all 
poffible  means  to  gain  the  cardinal,  who  feemed 
di/poled  to  acknowledge  him.  The  prelate  went 
fo  far  as  to  promife,  that  he  would  promote  hi^ 
interefl:  in  the  rokofz,  or  aflembly  of  the  confe- 
derates he  had  called  together.  Auguftus  wad 
happy  in  having  to  do  with  a  man,  who  was  go- 
verned by  circumftances;  and  he  ftood  in  need  of 
the  cardinal  1  for  in  the  diet  of  pacification  which 
that  prince  had  called  together  at  Warfaw,  of  the 
twenty  pcrfons  who  came  thither,  including  both 
fenators  and  deputies,  twelve  had  proteftcd  againft 
him  the  firft  day,  which  had  broke  tip  the  diet, 
and  given  a  convincing  proof  that  he  had  but  a 
fmall  number  of  followers,  and  was  by  no  means 
chofen  by  the  almoft  unanimous  confent  of  all 
the  Poles,  as  fome  libels  ventured  to  affert. 

The  rokofz,  which  was  then  held  at  Lowitz 
on  the  18th  of  February^  was  as  full  as  the  diet 
of  pacification  had  been  empty.     The  king's  de- 
puties were  obliged  to  alk  for  other  letters  and 
other  powers,  becaufe  the  title  of  commiifioners 
which  they  bore,  and  fome  other  terms  in  them, 
gave  offence  to  that  haughty  body  of  nobility, 
who  look  upon  themfelves,  in  fome  meafiire,  as 
in  a  condition  to  impofe  laws  upon  the  prince 
who  calls  himfelf  their  king.      At  laft  they  re-  ' 
ccivcd  the  letters  of  Auguftus,  and  offered  to 
acknowledge  his  authority  upon  the  conditions 
that  were  then  drawn  up.    They  contained  twenty 
articles,  and  abfolutely  tied  up  his  ma)efty*s  hands. 
His  deputies,  not  caring  to  fubjedl  their  mafter 
to  f|ich  hard  terms,  did  all  they  could  to  engage 
the  aflembly  to  make  fome  abatements  in  the  ri- 
gour of  the  conditions.    But  3II  they  could  obtain 
was  to  leffen  their  number ;  and  thus  they  were 
•bliged    to    e^pedt   from    time^    what    they 
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eould  not  obtain  from  the  mflexibilify  of  tlitf 
rokofz. 

The  pope,   dcfirous  upon  fomc  account     or 
other,  to  intermeddle  with  the  affair  of  Poland, 
had  on  the  26th  of  February  difpatched  a  nuncia 
extraordinary,  who  prefented  a  letter  to  the  car- 
dinal from  his  holincfs.     The  pontiff  offered   by 
his  minifter,  to  be  the  mediator  between  tlie  king 
and  the  republic.      The  primate  made  anfwer, 
that  though  he  was  fubjeift  to  the  pope  in  matters 
fi)iritual,  he  befou^ht  him  not  to  concern  him- 
ielf  in  points  relatmg  to  the   republic;    for   he 
ihould  think  he  defcrved  the  reproaches  of  the 
nobility,  and  fhould  become  a  traitor  to  his  coun- 
try, if  ever  he  gave  up  its  intereft. 

Auguflus  was  very  delirous  to  put  an  end  to 
the  divifions  which  kept  him  ftill  in  fufpenfe^ 
With  thefe  views  he  called  a  diet  of  pacification 
to  meet  pn  the  i6th  of  April.     His  circular  let- 
ters, which  were  fent  abroad  upon  this  occaiion, 
were  full  of  mighty  fqhemes  and  fine  promifes; 
but  the  Poles  were  as  yet  too  wary  to  be  caught 
by  fuch  baits,  which  ufually  catch  thofe  only  who 
are  difpofed  to  be  .fo  caught.    The  diet  aflembled 
at  the  time  appointed ;  •  but  of  the  two  hundred, 
who  ought  to  have  been  prefent,  there  came  thi- 
ther only  thirty  deputies  of  certain  palatinates  in 
Poland  and  Lithuania.     It  was  no  fooner  opened, 
than  the  greater  part  of  them  rofe  up,  and  de* 
manded  the  Convocation  of  a  general  aflfembly  in 
the  open  field,  and  threatened  to  retire  in  cafe  of 
refufal.     They  foon  after  did  as  they  faid,  and 
there  was  no  poffibility  of  getting  them  together 
again. 

In  the  mean  while  Augufl:us  exercifed  as  many 
kingly  afts  as  he  had  opportunity  of  doing;  as 
particularly  appeared  in  thei  cafe  of  Oginlki  gr^nd 
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tnfigtt  of  Lithuania,  arid  Sapicha  the  grand  ge- 
neral of  that  duchjTj  whom  he  forbad  to  decide 
their  quarrel  by  force  of  arms,  and  advii^  ra- 
ther to  make  up  their  differences  in  an  amicable 
manner. 

This  prince,  who  had  already  given  a  public 
audience  to  the  pope's  nuncio  extraordinary,  en- 
gaged him  to  intercede  with  the  cardinal,  and 
diipofe  him  to  peace.  The  cardinal,  who ,  was 
an  enemy  to  troubles  through  his  hatafal  timi- 
dity, promifed  to  do  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to 
pacify  them.  In  Ihort,  he  called  together  a  new 
aflembly  of  the  confederates. at  Lowitz^  who  met 
on  the  5th  of  May,  the  day  appointed  by  the 
Univcrfalta  which  were  publiflied  on  this  occafion ; 
and  the  primate  fo  artfully  introduced  into  the  af- 
lembly the  favourable  fentiments  he  had  for  Au- 
guitus,  that  at  length  a  treaty  was  concluded  . 
with  him,  by  which  he  engaged  to  give  authentic 
proofs  of  his  Catholicifm ;  to  difpatch  the  Lu- 
theran minifters,  and  to  reftore  by  a  folemn  aft 
the  liberty.of  votes  in  all  future  ele6lions.  He 
farther  promifed,  never  to  demand  back  from  the 
reptiblic  the  fums  he  had  beftowed  upon  his  par- 
ty ;  to  pay  what  was  due  to  the  army,  and  to 
recover  the  conquered  places  which  had  been  taken 
from  Poland.  This  treaty  likewife  obliged  him 
to  fend  back  his  Saxons,  and  to  repair  the  da- 
mages they  had  done.  It  farther  contained  fome 
other  articles  for  the  advantage  of  Poland.  One 
lingle  deputy  of  the  palatinate  of  Sendomir  in- 
deed withdrew  from  the  affembly ;  but  no  regard 
was  paid  to  his  proteftations,  as  the  aflembly  was 
not  a  diet,  but  a  free  rokofz,  which  could  not 
be  broken  up  by  the  retreat  of  any  diffentients. 
The  cardinal  would  not  have  been  fo  cafy,  but 
I  the 


.  Digitized  by 


Google 


iL§6  fiisfo&t  of  fotktfiii 

the  court  of  Ftance  advifed  him  to  come  to  tf ft 
Accommodation  with  Auguflus>  and  beiide  b^ 
had  no  alternative  le& 


SECT.    ^t. 

AUGUSTUS   II4 

It  Was  on  tlic  1 6th  of  May  that  this  impottanf 
afTair  was  concluded,  which  fupplied  whatevef 
had  been  wanting  in  the  dedtion  of  Auguflus^ 
who  can  be  looked  upon  only  from  that  time  as 
the  lawful  king ;  the  nomination  of  the  biihog 
of  CUjavia,  and  all  the  fteps  which  followed^ 
being  manifeflly  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the 
kingdom. 

It  might  reafonably  have  been  expeAed,  that 
afier  this  treaty  the  king  ihould  have  been  fecure 
againft  the  reftleflhefs-of  the  nobility  who  had 
iigned  it,  and  that  as  foon  as  he  had  recovered 
Kaminieck  and  Podolia,  he  ihould  have  fent  back 
his  Saxons  into  their  own  country ;  but  through 
a  perpetual  diftrull  of  a  people  whom  he  found 
to  comply  only  with  the  time,  he  fought  for  pre- 
tences to  retain  his  army  in  Poland,  notwith- 
Handing  the  animoiity  of  the  Poles  againil  the 
Saxons* 

A  long  and  ruinous  war  with  Sweden  now 

'  approach^,   of  whicli  the  origin    was    briefly 

this :  .  •  • 

The  Mufcovites  and  Poles  were  by  no  meani 
iatisfied  at  leeing  Livonia  fubjedi:  to  the  Swediih 
yoke.  Thjs  province,  which  had  formerly  be- 
longed to  the  kni^ts  pf  the  Teutonic  order,  had 
been  the  caufe  of  a  long  war  between  three  na- 
tiQ9|.  The  peace  of  Oliva  ba^  at  laii;  decided 
3  the 
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the  quarrel  in  favour  of  Sweden,  which  had  long 
been  in  pofleffion  of*  that  fertile  country.  A 
young  king  had  juft  at  this  time  afcended  the 
throne  of  Sweden;  and  the  firft  impreffions 
which  foreign  minifters  had  taken  of  that  mo- 
narch, had  produced  a  fovereign  contempt  for 
him  in  the  courts  of  Europe.  Thefe  circum- 
llances  induced  the  czar  Peter  the  Great  of  Muf- 
covy,  and  the  king  of  Poland,  to  violate  the 
treaty  of  Oliva. 

Thefe  two  monarchs  then  held  an  interview  at 
Riga  on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and  concluded  an 
alliance,  which  had  for  its  obje6l  to  wreft  from 
the  young  Charles  XII.  all  the  territories  that  lie 
between  the  gulph  of  Finland,  the  Baltic  Sea, 
Poland,  and  Mufcovy. 

Auguftus  indeed  flood  in  need  of  this  pretence 
to  keep  a  Saxon  army  in  Poland.  The  treaty 
which  had  been  then  lately  concluded  at  Carlowiti 
would  have  obliged  him  to  fend  back  his  troops. 
By  that  alfo  tlie  grand  fignior  confented  to  the  ref^ 
titution  of  Kaminiec,  Podolia,  and  all  the  other 
places  which  had  been  taken  from  the  Poles. 

1700.  Before  the  execution  of  this  treaty  a 
general  diet  was  held  at  Warfaw  January  i6th, 
at  which  the  king  attended  regularly  in  perfon  : 
and  he  had  the  fatisfadlion  of  feeing  what  he  had 
long  waited  for,  the  a6l  of  his  eleftion  figned  by 
the  cardinal  primate  and  the  grand  chancellor  Bi- 
.  clinlki. 

Having  then  difpofed  of  feveral  confiderablc 
pofts,  he  made  a  vifit,  March  24th,  to  his  here- 
ditary Saxon  dominions,  where  he  fettled  the  af- 
fairs which  required  his  prefence,  and  returned  to 
Warfaw.  The  day  after  his  return  he  aflembled 
the  fenators,  who  were  then  in  the  town,  and 
laid  before  them  the  advantage  which  would  re- 
ft fult 
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fiilt  from  tlie  conqueft  pf  Riga,  thij  capital  city  o# 
Livonia,  and  the  neceffity  of  aflifting  in  thai  en— 
tcrprize. 

While  Auguihis  was  amuiiag  the  Poles  with 
ipecious  pretences,  Charle3  XII.  forced  the  king^ 
of  Denmark,  who  had  privately  confpired  his  ruin 
with  the  Pole  and  Mufcovite,  to  do  juftice  to  his 
brother-in-law  the  duke  of  Holftein.  The  young- 
king  then  learned  ths^t  the  king  of  Poland,  de- 
fpairing  to  conquer  the  indefatigable  experience  of 
count  d'Alberg  the  governor  of  Riga,  an  officer 
who  had  alj  the  fire  and  activity  of  youth  ^t  the 
age  of  fourfcorc,  had  raifed  the  nege  of  that  place. 
Auguflus,  it  is  true,  eagerly  laid  hold  of  an  op- 
portunity which  prefented  itfelf  of  withdrawing 
with  honour  from  the  ftep  wherein  he  had  prema- 
turely engaged.    The  flates  general  defiring  him, 
by  their  ambafladors,  to  ipare  a  place  wherein  the 
Dutch  had  confiderable  effedts,  oe  made  a  merit 
of  defifting  from  an  cnJterprife  which  he  had  by, 
this  time  great  caufe  to  fear  would  naifcarry. 

Peter  Alexiowitz  c^ar  of  Mufcovy  now  ravaged 
ingria  with  an  army  of  100,000  men,  atod  on  the 
ill  of  06lober  laid  liege  to  N^rva,  i^  the  midft  of 
t\\G  ice  and  fnow  which  at  that  time  covep  thol^ 
climates. 

Upon  tlie  news  of  this  liege,  Charles  XII.  vihq£^ 
infupcrablc  courage  ^nd  re&lution,.  the  fpurce.  oif 
all  his  misfortunes,  were  increaf^d  by  his.  late  fij^c* 
cefs,  crofled  the  fea  with  two  hundred'  tranfportSy 
marched  dire<Slly  to  Narya  at  the  head,  of  4,000 
horfe  and  a  Jike  number  of  foot,  routed  an-  ad- 
▼^nce4  guard  of  5,ooq  Mufcpyites.ppfted  in  (biif 
way,  and  put  all  to  flight.before  him.  A  body  of 
20,000  njen  durft  not  wait  his  coming  up,  ^st^ 
3o,^oop  Mufcovitqs,  placed  within,  a  league  of  tb(f 
camp,  \yere  caxTiqd  ^Y^y  witi;x  tl^p  torrent  of  th^ 
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fiym^  foldiers,  and  retired  to  the  intrenchmeiits. 
Charies  XII.  appeared  within  view  of  the  camp, 
imade  a  breath  in  the  intrench ments,  entered  with 
his  8,000  Swedes,  and  tdok  almoft  all  the  Muf- 
covites  of  the  right  wing  prifoners ;  the  rcfl  ran  to 
Bury  themfelves  under  the  ruiDs  of  the  bridp;e  of 
fhe  rivei*  o^Narva,  which  broke  clown  with  thorn. 
The  generals  of  the  enemy  laid  their  arms  at  the 
tionquerbr's  feet,  wht>  kept  them  alone  prifoncrs, 
while  the.  foldiers  were  difnulfcd  to  teriify  their 
fellow-coiintrytnen  with  an  account  of  the  battle. 
The  enemy's  left  wing,  which  was  flill  fubSfling, 
came  and  furrendered  the  next  morning  to  the' 
liumber  of  30,000  men,  and  thefe  Charles  like- 
>wife  permitted  to  return  into  Mufcovy. 

1701.  This  great  victory  difturbed  the  meafureg 
of  the  czar  andof  Augiiftus.  The  latter  ionn  ex- 
pected to  fee  the  king  of  Sweden  in  Poland  repay, 
with  fire  ahd  fword,  the  ravages  of  Livonia  and 
ingria.  It  was  therefore  necelFary  to  raiie  up 
banks  to  oppofe  the  torrent ;  and  this  was  the  oc- 
ballon  of  an  interview  of  the  two  allies  at  Birzen, 
a  fmall  town  in  Lithuania.  .Auguftus  here  pro- 
mifed  the  czar  50,000  German  troops,  which  he 
undertook  to  hire  of  the  princes  of  the  empire,  and 
the  czar  was  to  pay  them.  The  czar,  on  his*  fide, 
agreed  to  fend 'a  like  number  of  Mufcovites  into 
Poland,  to  be  trained  up  there  in  military  difci- 
jAine  ;  and  fatther  engaged,  in  two  years  time,  to 
Ibpply  Auguftus  with  nine  millions  of  livres. 

This  treaty,  which  Was  eoncluded  without  the 
conifent  of  the  republic,  was  by  00  means  appro- 
ved of  by  the  Polilh  nobility.  The  general  diet, 
which  was  Opened  at  Watfaw  on  the  30th  of  May, 
defired  Auguftus  to  fend  batk  the  Saxon  troops, 
ztid  make  peace  with  Sweden ;  to  remove  the 
.GeimdiiS  froih  thd  council  board,  and  appeafe  the 
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troubles  of  Lithuania.  The  king's  anfwer  could 
not  calm  the  uneafinefs  of  the  nobility,  who  were 
jealous  of  their  liberty;  and  the  diet  divided  into 
feveral  little  provincial  affemblies,  where  none  but 
Poles  were  prefent,  with  a  view  of  providing  a 
more  fecure  remedy  for  the  ills  of  which  they 
were  too  juftly  apprehenlive.  All  the  deputies^ 
joined  in  demanding  the  convocation  of  a  new- 
general  diet  at  fuch  time  as  the  kingpleafed,  who 
fixed  it  for  the  azd  of  December. 

Charles  XII.  informed  of  the  deligns  of  the 
'cz^  and  the  king  of  Poland,  haftened  into  Livo- 
nia, that  he  might  be  beforehand  with  his  ene- 
mies. He  arrived  ne^  Riga,  upon  the  banks  of 
the  Duna,  over  againft  the  Saxon  army,  which 
lay  encamped  on  the  otlier  fide  of  the  river. ,  His 
troops  crofled  it  on  boats  of  the  king's  invention, 
'  whofc  fides  were  moveable,  and  might  be  lifted 
tip,  or  let  down,  like  draw-bridges,  and  fo  be  of 
ule  to  cover  the  troops  in  their  pafTage^  and  fii- 
vour  their  defcent  when  they  came  to  land.  A 
thick  fmoke  from  a  large  heap  of  wet  flraw,  which 
the  king  caufed  to  be  fet  on  fire,  fo  blinded  the 
enemy,  that  they  could  not  difcern  the  paflage  of 
his  troops. 

The  Saxon  army  was  commanded  by  the  duke 
of  Courland  and  marlhal  Stenau.  That  brave 
officer  fell  upon  the  Swedifh  battalions  with  his 
horfe  before  they  were  quite  drawn  up,  and  drove 
them  into  the  river ;  but  being  foon  rallied  by  the 
king,  they  advanced  with  fuch  fury  againfl  the 
marlhal,  that  they  obliged  him  in  his  turn  tare- 
treat.  The  Saxon  army  retired  to  an  advan- 
tageous ground,  where  it  was  attacked  and  beaten 
by  the  enemy.  After  an  obflinate  and  bloody- 
combat  on  both  fides,  the  conquerors  took  Mit- 
*au,  the  capital  city  of  Courland ;  and  the  reft  of 
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the  towns  in  that  duchy  opened  their  gates 
i»«thout  any  refiftance.  The  king  did  no  more  to 
gain  all  Lithuania  ;  and  it  was  at  Birzen  in  that 
duchy,  where  the  fatal  alliance  had  been  con- 
cluded between  the  czar  and  the  king  of  Poland, 
that  the  implacable  Charles  laid  a  fcheme  for  de- 
throning Auguftus. 

Auguftus's  misfortune  roufed  up  his  fecret  ene- 
mies :  they  fought  to  take  advantage  of  his  cir- 
ciimftalices,  to  prejudice  him  with  his  fubje6tr. 
The  king,  who  flood  more  in  need  of  an  army 
than  councils  and  deliberations,  was  notwith- 
ilanding  forced  to  hold  the  diet  which  was  ap- 
pointed to  meet  on  the- 2  2d  of  December.  In  this 
affembly  that  fpirit  of  liberty,  which  generally 
prevails  in  Poland,  broke  out  before  the  king  in 
a  language  never  heard  by  other  princes.  He  faw  ^ 
his  fubjedfe  openly  working  againft  him  under 
a  pretence  of  the  public  good,  and  was  oWiged  to 
bear  with  the  pride  and  haughtinefe  of  that  free 
people,  who  make  choice  of  a  mafter,  lefs  with  a 
view  of  being  governed,  than  of  governing  them- 
felves,  and  of  increafing  their  own  authority  ; 
borrowing  his  name  to  execute  their  own  private 
quarrels  ;  and  making  themfelves  conliderable  iu 
the  ftate,  by  taking  part  with  him  or  againft 
him. 

1702.  The  conduft  of  Auguftus,  indeed,  had 
not  a  little  contributed  to  take  off  from  the  affec- 
tion of  his  friends,  and  to  exafperate  his  enemies, 
who  were  greatly  increafed  in  number.  Some 
palatinates,  however,  ftill  exprefled  zeal  enough 
for  him  to  make  him  believe  that  he  might  arm 
the  Polifli  nobility  againft  the  Swedes,  and  thus 
he  founded  his  hopes  upon  the  army  of  the  re- 
public; but  thefe  hopes  were  foon  diffipated,  and 
lie  grew  perfc6tly  fcnfible  that  his  authority  in  the 
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diet  was  of  little  confequence,  the  mofl:  confi-r 
derable  part  of  the  members  making  no  icruple  to, 
own  that  they  were  in  the  intereft  of  the  king 
of  Sweden,  and  that  not  fo  much  out  of  friend- 
fhip  to  him,  as  hatred  to  Auguitus,  whom 
they  fufpeded  of  fome  defign  upon  their  liberties. 
They  even  went  fo  far  as  to  charge  him  with  the 
troubles  of  Lithuania,  and  accufe  him  as  the  au- 
thor of  all  the  ills  which  had  fallerf  upon  the  ilate. 
Among  other  debates,  they  talked  of  fending  an 
cmbaffy  to  the  king  of  Sweden  in  the  name  of 
the  republic ;  but  before  this  point  was  carried, 
the  diet  was  broken  up  by  the  retreat  of  a  deputy. 
Thi^  event  occurred  February  7th,   1702.* 

.  Ih  the  mean  time  Auguilus  had  prefling  need 
of  fuccours.  He  was  not  ignorant  that  the  diets, 
^councils,  and  in  ihort  all  the  affemblies  of  the 
Poles,  fought  to  degrade,  his  authority,  or  rather 
to  annihilate  it :  but,  upon  fome  occafions,  it 
is  policy  in  a  prince  to  connive  at  an  incroach- 
mcnt  upon  his  rights,  that  he  may  one  day  have 
it  in  his  power  to  reftore  them.  With  thefe  views 
Auguilus  called  together  a  council  of  the  fenate. 
The  member^  of  this  aflembly  were  better  couir- 
tiers  than  that  vafl  tribe  of  nobility  which  had  fo 
openly  declared  their  animofity  againll  the  king, 
and,  under  the  pretence  of  reconciling  his.interelV 
with  the  feci  I  rity  of  the  republic,  gave  a  more 
certain  wound  to  hi.- authority.  They  at  lafl  con« 
,  eluded  upon  the  einbuiiy  debated  in  the  diet,  and 
refolved  to  arm  the  nobility,  that  they  might  be 
ready  upon  occifion. 

.  When  Augufhis  was  aflured  of  the  fenate's  re- 
folution,  he  determined  to  be  beforehand  with 
the  einbafly  of  the  republic.     He  had  too  much 

•  See  the  nature  of  the  proceedings  in  a  general  diet  in  Scft. 
XXV.  of  the  jntrotluilory  jiart  of  this  volume,  p.  65,  66, 
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canfc  to  fear  that  his  intereft  would  be  ilightly 
regarded,  if  Hot  wholly  overlooked,  or,  too  pro- 
bably, be  mentioned  only  to  be  entirely  ruined. 
A  captive  himlclf  to  the  wit  and  beauty  of  the 
countefs  of  Koningfmarc,  a  Swedifh  young  lady 
of  greaj:  family,  he  made  choice  of  her  to  be  his 
mediator  with  Charles  XII.  and  thought  that  a 
young  conqueror  could  deny  her  nothing.     Ha- 
ving received  hefr  inftru6lions  from  Auguftus,  fhc 
ivent  to  the   Swedifh  cartip  in   Lithuiinia ;  but 
Charles  XII.  refufing  obftinately  to  fee  her,  fhe 
returned  to  Auguftus,  who  however  was  not  dif- 
hcdrtened  by  this  rigid  inflexibility  of  his  enefny. 
He  difpatched  his  chamberlain  Wiczdum  with* 
frelh  inftru6liohs   to  the  king  of  Sweden;  but 
when  he  came  within  view  of  the  camp,  he  was 
feized,  as  coming  from  an  enemy ;  and  haf  ing  no 
other  paflport,  this  fecond  attempt  proved  fruitleft. 
The  king  of  Poland  was  therefore  obliged  now 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  fenate,  though  his  profefled 
enemy  ;  but  he  foon  experienced  that  he   had 
nothing  confolatory  to  expect  from  them:  for 
having  offered  to  call  in  12,000  Saxons,-  and  to 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  army  of  the  republic, 
lipon  the  conditions  of  paying  two  quarters  before- 
hand out  of  his  own  private  putfe,  all  the  anfwer 
he  received  was,  that  the  republic  would  fend  an 
cmbafly  to  the  kin^  of  Sweden  to  procure  peace  ; 
and  as  for  the  Saxoijs,  his  majefty  could  not  in- 
troduce them  intb  Poland  without  entirely  difo- 
bilging  fhe  whole  nation. 

The  embaflTy  of  the  republic  however  ^as  not 
jiidre  favourably  treated  by  Charics  XII.  who 
was  by  no  means  pleafed  that  they  had  ftill  any* 
conne6lion  with  AuguftUs.  He  anfwered,  that 
he  v^ould  let  the  fenate  know  when  he  canie  to 
Warfaw  what  he  thought  of  their  propofals  ;  and 
the  fame  dsty  ifet  fbrveard  op  his  march  toward 
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tliat  city,  preceded  by  a  manifefto,  in  which  he 
declared  himfelf  the  friend  and  protedlor  of  the 
republic. 

Upon  the  approach  of  the  king  of  Sweden, 
the  friends  of  Auguftus  deferted  him  through 
weaknefs  ;  his  enemies,  that  they  might  withdraw 
from  his  reproaches,  and  raife  him  up  more  adver- 
fanes  at  a  diftance ;  and  all,  through  a  jealoufy  of 
the  royal  authority,  which  the  Poles  look  upon  as 
a  monller  ever  ready  to  devour  their  liberty. 

Before  he  left  Warfaw,  Auguftus  obtained  leave 
from  the  few  fenators  who  were  left  about  him, 
to  introduce  6,000  Saxons,  and  difpofe  of  the 
troops  of  the  republic.  He  likdwife  gave  orders 
for  the  nobility  to  take  the  field,  but  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  The  hatred  they  bore  him,  and  the  terror 
of  the  Sw'edifli  arms,  kept  the  Poles  upon  their 
eflates,  where  they  waited  for  the  iflue  of  this 

freat  affair.  Thus  deferted  by  his  fubje6ls,  he 
ad  recourfe  to  other  meafures.  Twenty  thoufand 
Saxons  entered  Poland  by  his  order  -,  and  he  gave 
himfelf  little  concern  about  exafperating  a  nation 
which  betrayed  him,  offending  cnemies^  who 
fought  his  ruin,  or  raifing  the  murmurs  of  fome 
weak  and  fearful  friends,  who  gave  him  no  other 
proof  of  their  affection  than  that  they  were  not 
his  enemies. 

The  king  of  Sweden,  on  his  fide,  prepared  to 
give  his  enemy  a  good  reception.  He  let  the  car- 
dinal primate  into  his  intentions  at  Warfaw,  who 
was  the  fecret  enemy  of  Auguflus,  and  forced  to 
fubmit  to  him  againfl  his  mclination,  but  flill 
more  a  friend  to  the  liberty  of  his  country,  which 
he  thought  in  danger  under  the  adminiftration  of 
a  prince  who,  contrary  to  his  engagements,  had 
over-run  Poland  with  foreign  troops.  This  pre- 
late  was  come  to  Warfaw,  with  the  leave  of  Au- 
guflus  himfelf,  who  indeed  could  not  deny  it  him. 

He 
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He  wfcnt  thither,  it  is  true,  under  a  pretence  of' 
difpofing  the  king  of  Sweden  to  an  accommo- 
dation ;  but,  in  reality,^  perhaps,  to  ftrike  the 
lafl:  blow,  and  deprive  a  prince  of  the  crown,  who 
had.tranfgreffed  the  laws  of  the  nation.  Being 
iadmitted  to  an  audience  of  the  king  of  Sweden, 
he  had  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  private  conference 
with  his  majefty,  who  faid  aloud,  that  he  would 
give  no  peace  to  Poland,  till  they  had  made 
choice  of  another  king.  Whether  the  cardinal  was 
ftruck  with  this  declaration,  upon  feeing  matters 
fo  nigh,  or  that  he  had  a  mind  to  conceal  the  joy 
which  might  arife  from  a  jefolution  that  fecured 
the  liberty  of  his  country,  certain  it  is,  that  he 
feemed  to  be  very  much  troubled  at  it.  He  gai^c 
notice  of  it  however  to  the  palatinates,  by  which 
means  hq  difcovered,  in  fome  meafiu-e,  his  real 
fentiments, 

Auguftus  found  it  was  now  no  longer  time  ta 
deliberate,  and  that  his  crown  depended  upon  the 
fate  of  a  battle.  The  tv/o  armies  met  near  Cliflibw, 
between  Wariaw  and  Cracow*  The  victory  was 
obtained  by  Charles,  who,  purfuing  his  enemy  a^ 
far  as  Cracow,  entered  the  city,  and  the  cafUe 
furrendered  at  difcretion. 

An  accident,  which  at  this  time  happened  to 
the  king  of  Sweden,  had  nearly  changed  the  face 
of  affairs.  By  a  fall  of  his  horfe  he  broke  his  thigh 
as  he  was  marching  out  of  Cracow,  which  obliged 
him  to  keep  his  bed  fix  weeks.  It  was  fpread  over 
all  Europe,  that  he  was  trampled  to  death  under 
his  horfe's  feet.  This  falfe  report  gave  life  to  the 
followers  of  Auguftus,  confirmed  his  doubtful 
friends,  Ihocked  his  private  adverfaries,  and  threw 
his  open  enemies  into  defpair. 

But  that  rumour  was  foon  difperfed.  Auguftus^ 
flying  before  the  concjueror,  got  together  fome 
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palatines  at  Sendomir,  who  were  zealous  in  hi» 
fcrvice.  They  were  refolved  upon  fending  an  em- 
baify  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  to  offer  him  the 
mediation  of  the  republic  betwixt  himfelf  and  the^ 
king  of  Poland.  Auguftus  then  came  to  Warfaw, 
T^'ith  a  train  of  negotiations  ronflantly  at  his  lieels. 
Another  aircnihly,  ciillcd  top'ther  in  that  city, 
confirmed  the  cmbaffy  refolved  upon  at  Sendomir. 
Mortzin,  the  ehicf  ambalfador,  wrote  to  the  king 
of  Sweden,  to  know  at  what  time  his  majefty 
would  be  plcafcd  to  give  them  audience.  The 
king  made  antwer,  that  he  was  furprizcd  the  re- 
pubHc  fhould  offer  him  their  mediation  in  an  af- 
fair wherein  themfeWes  were  become  a  party,  as 
the  army  of  Poland  had  engaged  with  him  at 
ClilTow,  and  the  Poles  fiill  daily  exercifed  hofti- 
Ktics  upon  the  Swedes  ;  but  if,  notwithflanding, 
the  republic  difow^ned  thefe  atflions,  and  were 
willing  to  clear  themfelves  of  the  fufpicions  they 
Had  raifcd,  their  firfl  flep  fhould  be,  to  remove 
the  a6tors,  and  punifli  them  in  an  exemplary 
manner,  as  a  proof  of  the  fincere  affection  they 
profeffed  to  bear  towards  Sweden  ;  after  this  jul- 
lification,  he  added,  he  fhould  be  ready  to  tall; 
with  them. 

While  the  king  of  Sweden  affumed  the  lan- 
guage of  a  conqueror,  Auguftus  returning  from 
his  hereditary  dominions,  whither  he  had  takei> 
a  journey,  came  to  Thorn,  and  prefided  inihe 
great  council  he  had  called  together  in  that  city. 
The  affcmbly  accepted  of  the  emperor's  mediation 
in  behalf  of  the  republic,  and  refolved  to  declare 
war  upon  the  king  of  Sweden  in  cafe  he  refuted 
the  mediators  which  they  offered  him. 

1703*  Thq  cardinal  primate,  who  had  already 
dethroned  Auguftus  in  his  own  mind,  willing  to 
oppofe  councils  to  councils,  called  an  afTembly  at 
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"Warfaw,  February  15th ;  but  the  (tmH  number 
©f  fenators  who  came  thither,  and  the  piefence  q( 
the  Swedes  who  had  gqt  pofteffion  q(  the  eaftlci 
oblige4  him  to  put  it  off  to  another  time.  Au-- 
cufti^s  was  then  at  Mariei^bourg  with  fome  of 
bis  party,  whom  he  l^id  under  ^^  obligatipn  of 
pew  oaths. 

In  the  mean  time  the  king  of  Swedei)  gavQ  • 
audience  to  the  depvitjcH  pf  the  council,  and  thea 
confer]:ing  with  the  cardinal,  he  let  him  know 
his  intentions  by  a  declaration  to  this  purpofe  } 
that  the  king  of  Poland  offered  peace,  or  made 
war,  as  he  was  more  or  lefs  preffed  by  the  Swedifh 
^rms :  that  the  king  of  Sweden,  defiring  that  ^ 
free  affembly  might  be  called  of  all  the  membera 
of  the  republic,  to  reftore  tranquillity  in  Poland, 
king  Augujftus,  fecon.ded  by  his  followers  at  ]V(a-. 
rienbourg,  had  treated  that  affeipbly,   called  to-/ 
gether  ^t  .Warfaw  by  the  primate,  as  an  unlawful 
meeting,   whereas  it  wa^  his  council  at  Marion^ 
boiirg  which  more  juftly  deferved  the  name  of  a 
^conventicle:  that  they  had  there  made  fqch  ppen 
and  repeated  menaces  of  war  and  rupture  between 
the  republic  and  Sweden,   that  he  was  fatisfied 
the  aflembly  was  not  guided  by  a  fpirit  of  peace 
and  reconciliation,  but  rather  influenced  by  the. 
author  of  the  troubles,  whofe  fentiments  and  de- 
figns  they  folely  exprelFed  :  that  thisconducft  had 
too  much  opened  the  eyes  of  the  king  of  Sweden, 
to  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  any  longer  amufed  by  the^ 
delays  of  negotiations  :  that,  however,  his  m^jefly 
did  not  refufe  to  make  a  proper  peace  with  the  rc^ 
public,  for  which  he  had  given  lignal  proofs  of 
his  affedlion  by  refuling  the  advantages  of  private 
treaties    offered    to   his   majefly,    but  injurious 
to  the  liberties  of  Poland  :  that  they  would  do; 
well  iK)t  to  refufe  the  o^rs  of  affiftance  apdr 
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confirmation  of  the  alliance  made  by  his  majeffy 
io  the  republic,  of  which,  if  they  did,  they  might 
have  cauie  to  repent  :  that  laftly,  he  had  pointed 
out  the  lurcft  means  of  procuring  peace,  and  was 
ready  to  hearken  to  the  propofitions  which  fhould 
be  made  to  him  on  that  fubjeA,  in  an  aflembly 
ifherein  the  primate  of  the  kingdom  ihould  pre- 
fidc,  whom  his  prudence  and  love  for  juiticc 
ought  to  render  s^eeable  to  both  parties. 

^CharlesXIL  who  did  not  love  long  treaties,  and 
grew  tired  of  ina<ftivity,  left  Prague  to  fall  upon 
the  Saxons  at  Pqltufch.  As  he  was  upon  *bi» 
march,  he  received  the  primate's  anfwer  to  the 
foregoing  declaration.  The  king,  who  delired  a 
pofitive  anfwer,  was  diipleafed  with  the  obfcurity 
of  the  primate's  letter.  The  only  point  in  it  that 
was  plainly  expreflcd  was,  aprote^ftation  never  to 
detlirone  Auguftus. 

In  the  mean  time  Charles  paffed  the  rivers, 
mardied  againfi  the  Saxons  at  Paltuicb,  anddrov^ 
them  before  him.  His  prefence  was  ftifficient  to 
procure  a  viAory.  After  this  late  iuccefe,  he  ad- 
iranced  under  the  walls  of  Thorn,  which  was 
blockaded  by  eight  thouiahd  Swedes  on  the  i6tlt 
cf  May.  The  place  was  fortified  with  a  garriibn 
of  fix  thousand  Saxons ;  but  laige  as  the  garrifbn 
was,  it  w?^  fer  inferior  to  the  8000  Swedfes  who' 
befieged  it! 

Auguftus,  yielding  on  all  fides  to  the  vi<9oriou5 
arms  of  his  enemy,  at  lad  called  his  friends  together 
to  repair  his  lofles.  He  opened  a  diet  at  Lublin 
June  19th,  whither  the  cardinal  had  theaflurance 
to  come.  The  prelate  feemed  to  promifir  fair,  pai4 
his  duty  to  the  king,  took  the  oaths  with  the  reft, 
never  to  confent  to  the  dethroning  of  Auguftus, 
and  to  do  all  he  could  for  the  prefervation  of  his 
crown.    By  this  means  he  prevented  the  violent 
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xefoltclioiis  which  were  then  talked  of,  6f  abo-~ 
liihing  his  dignity,  and  declaring  him  a  traitor  to 
his  country,  and  un&ith&il  to  his  prince.  The 
aflembly  gare  Auguflus  leave  to  raife  taxes  for 
the  fupport  of  the  war,  and  to  make  what  alii- 
Places  he  judged  proper  with  foreign  powers.  He 
irepeated  the  oaths  he  had  before  taken  at  Sen« 
dcmiir,  to  aifure  the  Poles  that  he  had  no  defiga 
iqK>n  the  liberty  of  their  country. 

The  affembly  which  was  held  afterwards,  and 
is.calledPoft-comitial,  as  it  conftantly  follows  the 
diets  or  comitia,  empowered  the  cardinal  and  the 
oommiHioners  of  the  republic  to  let  the  king  of 
Sweden  know,  that  the  refolutio'ns  taken  at  Lublin 
did  in  no  wife  derogate  from  the  power  already 
given  the  commiffioners  to  conclude  a  peace; 
that,  on  the  other  hand,  they  hadaugmentnithoib 
powers  to  treat  with  his  Swedifh  majefty,  from 
whole  equity  they  had  caufe  to  expe<^  fuch  con- 
ditions asfliould  be  agreeable  to  reafon.  Purfuant 
to  tfaefe  reiblutions,  the  cardinal  came  to  Warfaw,  * 
and  informing  the  commiffioners  of  what  was 
done,  he  wrote  to  the  king  of  S9vedet^U|>6n  this 
fubj^,  who  made  anfwer, .  jthat  he  Ihould  do 
notiiing  to  hinder  a,  reafonable  pdace. 

His  niajefty  meant  nothing  by  thefe  general 
Asnnl&y'^^but  a  peace  that  was  a^eeable  to  his  own 
intentions.  To  bring  the  Poles  fomcwhat  nearer 
to  his  defigns,  he  changed  the  blockade  of  Thorn 
to  a  fiege  in  form ;  and  the  garrifon,  obliged  tot 
funender  at  difcretion,  found  more  favourable 
<x>nditions  from  the  king's  generofity,  than  they 
could  have  hoped  for  from  a  treaty. 

1 704.  Auguftus  feeing  that  his  forces  daily  came 
fo  nothing,  fent  an  embaiTy  to  the  czar  of  Muf- 
covy,  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  alliance  offenlive  and 
4efiniiive,  not withflandipg  it  was  oppofed  by  fomc 
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of  the  jfenstors.    Xhefe  proceedings  agsmft  tbc 
incMnationsof  the  Poles  ftill  farther  alienated  their 
^iei^Hons  from  htmv  and  favoured  the  aiTembly  of 
the  confederates  which  the  primate  held  at  War- 
lat^.     The  prekte  talked  of  nothing  but  quieting 
the  trottble^  of  the  kingdom ;  and  even  went  fa 
far  as  to  g:ivcr  the  king  notice,  that  it  had.  been 
propofed  to  jdethrone  him.     But,  thinking  he  had 
done  enough  to  give  a  colour  to  his  actions,  he 
icon  j^ter  entered  into  all  the  views  of  the  confe-» 
deration^ 

As  foon  as  the  cardinal  had  thrown  off  AcJ 
xftafk,  the  inlfefregnum  wa^  refolved  on  by  the 
conf^Jerates.  Some  of  them,  ftnick  with  the  con- 
ftiquences  of  (bch  a  nsfolution,  and  affeded  by 
the  menaces  of  the  czar  and  king  Auguftus^  de- 
dared  they  came  not  to  the  aflembly  to  dethrone 
the  king,  but  only  to  heal  the  maladies  of  the  re-^ 
public.     Their  zmI  liink  or  rofe  in  proportion  to 
the  chrcumftanoes'  that    intervened.     AuguftuSy 
then  at  Cracow  with  his  followers,  declared  the 
flobility  aflembled  at  Warfaw  to  be  rebels  and 
traitors.    This  ne^rs  exafperated  them  flill  more^ 
and  Ibme  of  the  deputies  broke  out  into  furiotts 
inve6lives  againft  the  king  :  "  Which  of  our  privi- 
**  leges  (faid  they),  however  facred,  has  not  Au- 
**  guftus  violated  ?  The  people  are  impoveriflicd,* 
"  the  principal  families  of  the  ftate  oppreffed,  all 
•*  Poland  cnflaved' by  Saxon  garrifons,  the  fire  of 
"  war  kirklled  to  conftime  the  little  remains  of 
"  our  expiring  liberty  :  and  are  not  thefe  fub- 
"  flan*ial  prooft  that  Auguftus  tramples  his  oathsi 
**  and  our  moft  facred  laws,  under  his  feet  ?" 

Thefe  bold  and  fit©  difcouries  cemented  the 
pcfbluiion^of Iheaffembly,  and  eticduragedfuch 
of  the  deputies  as  had  fuifered  their  rcfolution  to 
cooiv    Ai  new  inaident  revived  thfeir  firfl  warmth^ 
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^nd  dilpelled  all  their  doubte  about  dethroning 
Auguftus.  They  learned  by  a  letter  from  prince 
Alexander  Sobiefl^i,  that  hi&  two  brothers  James 
^nd  Confiantine  were  carried  off  near  Breflaw  in. 
Silefia  by  the  orders  of  the  king  of  Poland.  This 
violence  loofened  the  tongues  of  the  whole  a£en^ 
bly,  and  they  made  no  heUtation  to  re£blve  upoA. 
tlie  interregnum. 

.  Auguftua  was  no  fooncr  informed  of  what  had 
pafied  in  the  affembly  at  Wariaw,  than  he  gave 
notice  of  it  to  the  diet,  of  Ratiibdn,  and  likcwife^ 
to  the  pope,  who  uled  his  utmofl  endeavours  to 
prevent  fo  ftrange  a  revolution.  The  pontiff  wrote 
to  the  primate  in  prefiing  terms,  not  to  give  fo 
gvc^  a  icandal  to  Ekirope ;  l^ut  the  blow  wa» 
already  llru<jk.     The  cardinal^  in  his  anfwcr  tot 
the  pope,  defcribed  the  injury  offered  to  the  two 
princes  in  the  moft  lively  colours;  he  repeated 
the  fcv^al  attempts  of  king  Auguftus  upon  the 
liberty  of  Poland ;  the  Saxons  introduced  into  tlwr 
heart  of  the  kingdom  ;  ,a  war  entered  into  toi 
4rain  the  republic  and  ruin  great  families  ;  th& 
defeats  of  Auguftus  ;  the  ravage  of  Poland  ;  thc^ 
^biblute  oonteoQfyt  of  executing  the  Pa6ta  Con- 
've^taL,  a  (acred  omtrai^  broken  and  trampledunder 
foot  by  Auguftus.     He  added  in  his  letter,  that 
the  cries  and  gixKUis  of  their  oppreffed  country  had 
9t  1^  entered  the  hearts  of  the  good  Poles,  who 
li^  no  other  way  left  of  relieving  their  common 
laother,  than  by  refeuing  her  from  the  hands  o^ 
the  (^pFeftbr.     L^iHy,  he  jufUfied  his  affociation 
with   Sweden,    and  concluded  with  calling   ia 
4ouH,di6  finecfity  of  Auguftus's  converfion-    ' 

Thi^  letter,  keen  as  it  was^  made  no  alteration  lit 
the  pf^^s  refolution;  he  wrote  back  to  the  car- 
ding, adviftng  him.  to  temper,  and  not  to  make 
the.  eyil'  worifc  by  dethroaing.  the  king.    The 
a  '  pope'^ 
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pope's  fblicitations  had  no  cfie6t  upon  the  cardi-* 
nal,  and  the  interregnumy  already  refolded  npon^ 
was  publiflied  in  the  beginning  of  May.     The. 
heat  of  their  paffions  had  hindered  feveral  pala- 
tines from  feeing  the  confequences  of  fuch  dan- 
gerous proceedings ;  but  when  they  came  to  con- 
fider  of  them'  more  coolly,  they  were  fhocked  at 
what  they  had  done,  and  went  off  froia  the  reft 
of.  the  confederates.      They  faid  they  came  to 
Warfaw  with  no  other  view  than  to  labour  for 
peace,  and  not  to  prolong  the  troubles  by  fuch 
violent  methods  as  could  only  end  in  the  absolute 
ruin  of  the  commonwealth. 

No  regard  was  paid  to  their  feparation ;  on  the 
other  hafid,  it  was  refolved  to  iinifh  what  was 
already  begun.  General  Home,  the  king  of 
Sweden's  minifter  in  this  affkir,  came  to  the  af- 
lembly  with  the  palatine  of  Pofnania,  and  the 
marfhal  of  the  confederation,  who  had  been  to 
make  him  a  vilit.  The  bifhop  of  Pofnania,  and 
the  palatines  of  Pofnania  and  Siradia  were  ap- 
pointed th^  commiffioners  of  the  republic  to  treat 
with  this  general. 

Augufhis,  enraged  at  the  condudl  of  the  con- 
federates, broke  into  a  feVere  inve<9ive  againft 
them  in  the  general  diet  which  he  ^had  called  to 
meet  at  Sendomir,  But  neither  his  menaces  nor 
his  complaints  were  capable  of  putting  a  ftop  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  confederates,  who  foon 
opened  a  diet  at  Warfaw  for  the  election  of  a  new 
king.  The  candidates  named  were.  Prince  Alex- 
ander Sobiefki,  tlie  prince  of  Conti,  and  Ibme 
others ;  but  the  eyes  of  all  were  fixed  upon  *the 
former  two.'  Prince  Alexander  was  fevoured  by 
the  king  of  Sweden,  whofe  prote6tion  was  of 
great  weight  with  moft  part  of  the  eleAore,  who 
were  no  other  than  the  indruments  of  his  will. 
3  Thr 
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The  prince  qf  Conti  was  fupported  by  the  cardi- 
nal)  who  was  almoA  the  only  one  of  his  party. 
Alexander,  however,  when  preflcd  by  Charles  XII, 
to  accept  the  crown,  protefted  that  he  would 
never  afcend  the  throne  which  fortune  had  de* 
nied  to  his  elder  brother.  This  moderation  of 
young  Sobiefki,  und  the  few  friends  of  the 
prince  of  Conti,  cau&d  all  mention  of  them  to  be 
dropped  in  the  diet.  The  other  candidates  divi- 
ded the  voices  in  the  ailembly,  who  finding  they 
were  iiot  likely  to  agree  about  them>  refuied 
them  all- 

A  new  candidate,  who  had  almoft  every  voice 
on  his  fide,  contributed  not  a  little  to  make  them 
entirely  forgotten.  This  was  Staniflaus  Lecziniki^ 
piUatine  of  Pofnania,  a  young  lord,  brave,  libe- 
ral^  and  indefatigable,  and  of  a  difpofition  likely 
to  put  an  end  to  all  their  divifions.  The  king 
of  Sweden,  who  at  firfl  warmly  declared  in  '  be- 
half of  prince  Alexander,  not  finding  him  diipoied 
to  comply  with  his  intentions,  afterwards  left  the 
liberty  of  choofing  to  the  nobility ;  but  when  he 
heard  they  had  owned  the  merit  of  Stanifiaus,  he 
defired  that  he  might  be  proclaimed  king  without 
any  regard  to  the  ufual  formalities,  which  took 
up  more  time  than  was  confiftent  with  his  viva- 
city. Staniflaus  was  then  declared  king  of  Po- 
land and  grand  duke  of  Lithuania  July  the  12th, 
at  nine  in  the  evening,  by  the  biihop  of  Pofim-  . 
nia. 

Auguftus  having  heard  at  Kamin  of  the  eleo- 
tion  of  the  palatine  of  Pofiiania,  afiTembled  in  that 
city  the  great  council  he  had  called  together  at 
Sendomir.  Staniflaus  was  there  declafed  a  rebel 
and  traitor  to  his  country,  and  the  great  zeal  of 
Auguftus's  party  might  h^ve  kept  him  in  heart, 
if  bis  arms  had  been  lefs  unfuccefsfiil ;  but  while 
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he  was  cflgagmg  with  his  rival  by  vaia  declaim^ 
tions,  the  Swedes  were  routing  the  Saxon  troops^ 
upon  which  he  ftill  founded  fome  finall  degree 
of  hope. 

Count  Leewenhaupt,  a  Swedilh  general,  with 
an  army  of  7000  men,  fell  upon  12,000  Saxons, 
commandied  by  prince  Wiefnowilki,  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Duna,  cut  -off  3000  of  them,  put  the 
reft  to  flight,  and  feized  \jpon  their  baggage  and 
artillery.  This  lofs  was  followed  by  another, 
which  was  lefs  confiderable*  indeed  as  to  the  num- 
ber  of  the  flaip,  but  of  much  greater  conlequence 
as  to  the  officers  involved  in  it.  The  Saxons 
thinking  to  furprize  3000  Swedilh  dragoons,  who* 
were  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pofen, 
marched  to  attack  them  by  night ;  but  the  Swedes 
received  them  fo  brilkly,  that  they  drove  them 
back,  and  entirely  defeated  them. 

The  king  of  Sweden   allowed  Auguftus  no 
longer  intermiffion,  than  the  Swedifh  generals, 
did  the  generals  of  the  Saxons.     He  advanced 
towards  Solock,  where  that  prince  lay  encamped; 
but  Auguftus,  deceiving  his  enemy  by  an  extra- 
ordinary march,  appeared  before  Warfaw,  which ' 
he  forced  to  open  her  gates  to  him;  the  caflle, 
into  which  general  Home  retired,  was  obliged  to 
furrender^  and  the  garrifon  were  made  prifonere 
of  war,    after  having  obtained  fome  conditions 
which  alleviated  their  fate.      Charles  XII.  not 
having  time  enough  to  hinder  the  entrance  of 
Auguftus,  was  unwilling  to  lofe  the  benefit  of  . 
his  march,  and  therefore  laid  fiege  to  Leopold, 
which  he  carried  the  next  day  by  affault,  though 
the  garrifon  made  a  ftout  refiflance. 

After  this  laft  fuccefs,  the  Swedifh  army,  which 
Was  joined  before  Leopold  by  king  Staniftau»  and 
his  followers^  decamped  to  fall  ,upon  the  troops 
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of  Auguftus,  whi<;h  lay  within  a  few  leagues  of 
Warfaw  upon  the  Viftula.  Auguilus^  fearing  his 
ill  fortune;  divided  his  afmy,  which  confifted  of 
45,000  men^  into  throe  hodies,  that  the  king  of 
Sweden  might  not  crufh  him  to  pieces  by  a  tingle 
blow. 

1 705.  While  he  was  endeavouring  to  fave  his 
forces,  his  rival's  party  was  increaiing  daily*  The 
palatine  of  Kiow,  who  had  formed  a  party  under 
the' name  of  the  Indiffcrents,  foon  went  over  to 
Staniflaus.  The  cardinal  himfelf,  who  had  not 
as  yet  abfolutely  declared  himfelf,  embraced  his 
caufe ;  and  to  give  him  a  proof  of  the  fincerity 
of  his  intentions,  he  called  a  general  diet  to  meet 
at  Warfaw,  July  nth,  to  confirm  his .  eledtion, 
and  fix  the  day  of  his  coronation.  The  aflembly 
joined  with .  the  primate,  and  Staniflaus  was 
crowned  in  the  church  of  St.  John,  having  fwom 
to  the  obfervation  of  the  PaSla  Conventa  the-  day 
before.  Charles  XIL  was  prefent  at  the  ceremony 
incognito,  and  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  a  king 
confirmed^  who  owed  his  crown  to  him. 


SECT.     XIIL 


STANISLAUS    LECZIHSKI* 


The  cardinal  did  not  long  ferve  the  new  king, 
dying  at  Dantzick  on  the  13th  of  06lober.  Tins 
gentleman^  whofb  character  has  been  fb  diffe- 
rently drawn  by  different  parties,  was  the  fbn  of 
Jerome  Radzieiowfki  flarofl  of  Lom^a,  and  af- 
terwards vice-chancellor  of  the  kingdom.  The 
young  Ra4zieiowfki  was  left  an  orphan  at  nine 
years  olji,  and  queen  Louifa,  aifedted  with  his 
misfortune^  gave  him  an  education  fuitable  to  his 
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tirth.  When  grown  up,  he  followed  the  fbf- 
tunes  of  Sobieiki,  who  in  1679  nominated  him 
to  the  bifliopric  of  Warmerlandt,  and  made  him 
vice-chancellor  of  the  kingdom.  Pope  Inno- 
cent XI.  honoured  him  with  the  Jloman  purple 
in  1683  ;  and  the  king  foon  after  gave  him  the 
primacy  of  Poland. 

He  is  reprefented  on  one  fide  as  a  crafty  vil- 
lain, and  on  the  other  as  a  man  of  ability  and  pe- 
netration ;  but,  in  reality,  he  was  only  timorous 
and  wavering.  We  may  venture  to  aver,  that 
his  condudl  at  Lublin  was  wholly  owing  to  this 
difpofition  ;  thither  he  went  to  fwear  that  he 
woidd  preferve  the  crown  to  Auguftus,  and  im- 
mediately returned  to  Warfaw  to  abjure  the  oath 
he  had  taken  ;  in  the  firft  place,  Ittuck  with  the 
apprenenfion  of  feeing  a  blow  given  to  his  dig- 
nity, and  then  returning  to  his  fears,  and  fancy- 
ing that  Auguftus  had  ftill  fome  evil  defign  againft 
the  liberty  of  his  countrj'.  Befide,  he  was,  like 
all  the  Poles,  an  enemy  to  a  king  whom  he  did 
not  make,  and  unfaithful  to  the  head  of  a  repub- 
lic which  was  ever  jealous  of  the  conduA  of  its 
fovcreign,^ 

1706.  The  treaty,  already  begun  between 
Staniflaus  and  the  king  of  Sweden,  was  at  laft 
figned  and  ratified  by  the  two  monarchs.  The 
principal  aim  of  this  tieaty  was  to  fupport  Stani^^ 
laus  upon  the  throne,  and  the  two  <5fl^ates  in  a 
firm  and  durable  alliance.  But  Charles  XII. 
ferved  Staniflaus  better  by  deeds  than  by  promiies, 
His  valiant  Swedes,  difFufed  throughout  all  Po- 
land, cleared  it  of  its  enemies.  A  hundred  thou- 
land  Mufcovites,  which  made  up  fcveral  bodies 
of  troops,  were  this  year  either  flain  or  routed 
in  ^he  kingdom.  But  the  moft  fatal  blow  to  Au- 
giiftui's  party  was  the  defeat  of  his   troops   at 
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Frauwenftadt.  Reinfchildt^  at  the  head  of  lo^ooa 
brave  foldiers^  fell  upon  the  enemies  army,  which 
amounted  to  20,000  men.  The  two  wings  o( 
the  enemy  gave  way  to  the  impetuofity  of  the 
Swedes  upon  the  firft  on&t,  ^nd  what  followed 
was  rather  a  flaughter  than  an  eqgageiaent.  The 
conquerors  broke  the  foot  with  tb^ir  ufual  fury 
notwithftanding  all  their  efforts,  and  the  field  of 
battle  was  foon  covered  with  the  flain.  Seven 
thoufand  of  the  enemy  wire  left  upon  the  plaee^ 
and  8000  taken  prifoners ;  yet  fo  complete  a  vic-r 
tory  did  not  coft  the  Swedes  above  300  of  their 
men,  among  whom  were  fome  officers  of  diftinc- 
tion,  This  brave  a6lion  did  not  lall  more  than 
three  hours,  Befide  the  advantage  of  numbers, 
the  Saxons*  were  commanded  that  day  by  the  fe- 
mous  general  Schulembourg,  who  but  a  fhort 
time  before  had  gained  the  commendations  of 
Charles  and  Staninaus  for  a  Ikilful  retreat. 

As  foon  as  this  bad  news  bad  reached  the  eaf 
of  Auguftus,  he  had  recourfe  to  his  ufual  remedies, 
A  great  council  was  called  at  Warlaw,\  where  his 
niajefty  tjien  was.  He  foon  after  marched  thence 
%o  Cracow,  which  he  ftrengthened  with  new  for- 
tifications, defigning  to  make  it  the  repofitory  of 
his  artillery.  It  was  from  this  city  that  he  ob- 
(erved  the  motions  of  the  Swedes,  ^nd  faw  tin? 
Iliithuanians,  to  his  great  vexation,  pafs  over  to  the 
ilandards  of  his  rival.  Biit  nothing  affe6ted  him 
more  than  the  deftruAipn  of  the  Mufcovites  hig 
allies,  who  p^riflied  mpft  qf  them  by  hunger  or 
cold.  They  were  reduced  to  fp  great  diftrefe, 
that  they, were  forced  to  quit  Grodno,  to  th^ 
pumber  of  i5,oop  fopt,  and  near  5000  horfe, 
which  the  king  of  Sweden  haraffcd  fo  brilkly 
in  tJieir  retreat^  that  very  few  of  them  were  l«ft. 
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But  Augiiftus  had  ftill  fome  hopes  left  of  re- 
(Jairing  his  misfortunes  by  afliftancc  from  Saxony  ; 
and  Charles  XIL  underftood,  that  he  muft  take 
from  him  all  his  hopes  from  thence,  before  he 
could  reduce  him  to  quit  the  field  to  Staniflaus. 
He  had  no  fooner  formed  this  refolution,  but  he 
entered  Saxony.  This  Angular  conqueror  would 
not  fufFer  the  arrival  of  an  etjemy's  army  to  be 
attended  with  any  difturbance  in  the  ftate.  The 
fevere  difcipline  of  his  ibldiers  guarded  the  coun- 
try frdm  all  infult;  but  the  Saxons  could  hardly 
be  brought  to  believe  it,  and  fled  from  town  to 
towti  upon  the  approach  of  the  Swedes. 

To  remove  all  their  fears,  Charles  publifhed  a 
declaration,  which  was  a  kind,  of  general  fafe- 
guard,  forbidding  all  perfons  whatfoever  to  quit 
their  goods  or  convey  them  away,  under  fevere 
penalties;  and  then  marching  farther  into  the 
elcdlorate,  he  gave  orders  for  the  lecurity  of  the 
tradefmen  at  the  fair  of  Lcipfic,  which  was  kept 
as  ufual.  In  the  mean  time  he  did  not  lofe  view 
of  his  dcfign  to  withdraw  from  Auguftus  all  the 
fuccour  he  could  hope  for  from  Saxony,  which 
he  did  by  ijnpofing  immenfe  contributions  upon 
the  towns. 

Auguftus,  feeing  at  laft  bis  affairs  in  the  con- 
dition he  had  long  dreaded,  grew  fenfible  of  his 
wcakncfs  in  Poland,  and  the  neceflity  of  remo-» 
ving  Charles  XII.  from  his  hereditary  dominions. 
He  found  he  muft  yield  to  the  prefent  conjunc- 
ture, and  fubrfiit  to  the  conqueror.  He  deter- 
mined therefore  to  offer*  fpme  .propofals  to  his 
enemy,  and  difpatched  barons  dlmhofF  and  Fin- 
ilen  to  the  king  of  Sweden.  Thefe  two  roiniftcrs 
caine  to  the  Swedifh  camp  at  Alt-Ranftadt,  but 
privately,  for  fear  the  Mufcovites  fhould  know 
that  their  malter  was    inclined    to    treat    with 
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Charles  XII.  He  gave  them  ftdl  powers  aod  a 
blank  iigned.  Charles  receiving  the  letter  they 
brought  him  from  Auguilus,  opened  and  read  it. 
He  bade  them  wait  one  moment,  and  he  would 
give  them  an  anfwer ;  then  going  into  his  clofet^ 
he  foon  returned  with  a  paper  which  he  had  writ- 
ten, and  which  he  gave  baron  d'Imhoff  to  read. 
The  contents  of  it  were  as  follow : 


f( 


cc 


I  CONSENT  to  give  peace  upon  the  follow- 
^^  ing  conditions,  in  which  it  mnft  not  be 
"  expefted  that  I  fliall  make  the  leaft  alte- 
**  ration. 
*'  I.  That  king  Auguftus  renounce  for  ever  the 
crown  of  Poland ;  that  he  acknowledge  Stanift 
*^  laus  as  lawful  king,  and  that  he  promife  ne- 
^^  ver  to  remount  the  throne,  even  after  the  death 
^^  of  Staniflaus* 

"  II.  That  he  renounce  all  other  treaties,  and 

^*  particularly  thofe  he  has  made  with  M\ifcovy. 

"  III.  That  he  fend  back  with    honour  the 

*^  princes  Sobielki  into  my  camp,  and  all  the  pri- 

*^  foners  he  has  taken. 

"  IV.  That  he  deliver  into  my  hands  all  the 
**  deferters  which  have  entered  into  his  fervice, 
"  particularly  John  Patkul,  and  that  all  proceed- 
*^  ings  be  flopped  a^inft  fuch  as  have  paiTeci 
**  from  his  fervice  into  mine." 

The  plenipotentiaries  of  Auguflus  could  never 
obtain  from  Charles  the  leafl  abatement  of  the 
rigour  of  thefe  conditions,  and  were  therefore 
forced  to  comply  with  his  imperious  inflexibility.. 

Charles  exercifed  then  in  Saxony  an  abfolute 
power  ;  lie  delired  to  know  the  ftrength  of  thq 
ele<5h>rate,  and  the  flate  of  the  finances,  and  im^ 
mediately  his  orders  were  obeyed.  The  regifters 
were  laid  before  him,  and « by  Ui3t  means  he 
T  4  knew 
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knew  how  mudh  he  could  demand  of  the  eilates^ 
from  which  he  dire6Uy  exa<%ed  625,000  crowos 
a  months  which  he  afterwards  reduced  to 
500,000: 

While  he  was  thus  draining  Saxony,  {yrince 
MenzikofF,  the  czar's  generaliilimo,  9t  the.  head 
of  30,000  men  joined  Auguftuswith  his  little 
army  of  about  6000  Poles  and  Saxons.  The  ar- 
rival of  the  Mufcovites  threw  his  Polifh  majeity 
into  a  ftrange  confufion.  He  was  under  th^ 
moil  dreadful  apprehenlions  from  them  in  ca& 
his  negociation  with  Sweden  fhould  be  diico- 
vered ;  but  what  threw  hibi  into  a  much  greater 
perjdexity  was,  the  presence,  at  this  time,  of 
.10,000  Swedes  commanded  by  general  Meyer- 
feldt.  Hp  would  have  been  glad  to  decline  an 
engagement,  for  fear  he  Ihould  irritate  the  con- 
queror, who  was. already  too  much  incenied.  He 
is  faid  to  have  given  notice  to  the  Swedifli  general^ 
that  there  was  a  negociation  on  foot  between  him 
.and  Charles  XIL  but  this  circumflance  only  added 
to  the  ardour  of  the  Swedes.  Compelled  at  laft 
to  yield  to  the  inflances  of  prince  MenzikofF,  and 
provoked  by  the  confidence  of  Meyerfeldt,  he  con- 
ientedto  a  battle,  which,  whether  lofl  or  won, 
would  prove  alike  fatal  to  him.  It  feemed  as  if 
fortune,  till  then  obflinately  bent  to  puriue  him, 
declared  at  lafl  in  his  favour,  only  to  advance  his 
ruin  by  a  kindnefe  fhewn  too  late.  The  Sweden 
were  conquered  at  Califh  ;  but  the  vidkory  of 
Augufjtus  rer\'ed  only  to  make  the  yoke  more 
heavy   v  hich  Charles  XII.  laid  upon  him. 

Augiiflus  was  entering  Warfew  in  triumph, 
when  Finfler,  one  of  his  plenipotentiaries,  pre- 
fented  him  with  the  treaty  of  peace  which  depri- 
ved him  of  the  crown.  In  the  firfl  emotions  of 
his,  heart,  upon  the  fight  of  tlie  fatal  inArument 
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of  his  Aame,  he  douhted  whether  he  ihould  not 
maxich  at  the  head  of  his  vidtoriou?  troc^  to  fall 
upon  the  king  of  Sweden  in  Saxony ;  tut  fearing 
to  be  overwhehned  in  an  abyfs,  in  which  he  was 
already  funk  too  deep,  he  at  laft  coqfented  to  fign 
his  abdication^  and  went  into  Saxony,  hoping  tp 
difarm  his  inflexible  enemy  by  his  preience. 

The  two  kings  met  at  Gunterifdorf  in  count 
Piper's  quarters,  were  ieTeral  times  together,  and 
Charles  Ihewed  great  external  refpedi  to  Auguf^ 
tM ;  yet  thefe  vain  appearanoes  brought  but  little 
coniblation  for  the  feverity  of  Charles,  who  made 
Jiim  pay  dear  for  the  viAory  at  Califh,  which 
he  gained  over  general  Meyerfeldt.  This  feverity 
Charles  carried  fo  far,  ^  to  oblige  him  to  fend 
the  jewels  and  archives  of  the  crown  to  hts 
iiicceflbr  Staniflaudw  But  what  completed  the 
degradation  of  Augufhid  was,  his  being  obliged 
to  congratulate  on  his  acceffion  to  the  dirone  the 
snan  who  was  going  to  ufurp  his  place,  and  that 
in  the  following  terms  dictated  by  the  Swediih 
monarch ; 

'*  Sir  and  Brother, 

^*  We  littleima^ined  it  would  have  been  neceifary 
to  enter  into  a  literary  correfpondence  with  your 
majefly :  nevefthelefe,  in  order  to  pleafe  his  ma- 
jefty  of  Sweden,  and  to  avoid  the  fufpicion  of  our 
being*  unwilling  to  gratify  his  defire,  we  hereby 
congratulate  you  on  youracceflion.to  the  throne, 
^nd  wilh  you  may  find  in  your  native  country 
more  faithful  fubjedts  than  we  have  left  there. 
All  the  world  #^ill  do  us  the  juftice  to  believe, 
that  we  have  received  nothing  but  the  moft  Un- 
grateful returns  for  our  good  offices,  and  that  the 
greater  part  of  ouf  fubje6ls  feemed  to  have  no 
ptber  aim  than  to  haftcn  our  ruin.— !*Wiihing 
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that  yott  may  never  be  expofcd  to  the'like  mis^- 
tunes^  we  commit  you  to  the  protection  of  God. 

^^  Your  brother  and  neighbour, 

^^  Augustus,  King," 
Drefden, 
April  8,  1707.  . 

Auguflus  underwent  this  mortilScation  with  the 
policy  of  a  man  that  was  accuftomed  to  iad  levo^ 
lutions  ;  but  he  luiew  not  how  to  digeft  the  af- 
front of  being  compelled  to  give  up  Patkul  to  the 
vengeance  of  the  kmg  of  Sweden. 

John  Reynold  Patkul,  a  gentlonan  of  Livonia^ 
had  done  great  fcrvices  for  Auguftus.  He  wag 
the^  czar  8  ambalTador,  and  was  demanded  back 
by  the  Ruffian  emper6r  in  very  high  tenps.  On 
the  other  hand,  Charles  XII.  would  grant  no 
peace  to  Auguftus  on  any  other  condition,  than 
the  giving  up  of  Patkul  into  his  hands.  Thefe 
circumftances,  and  the  dread  of  being  reproached 
with  ingratitude,  lay  heavy  upon  Auguftus.  At 
laft  he  thought  to  fave  his  reputation,  and  fatisfy 
the  king  of  Sweden,  by  contriving  the  prifoner's 
efcape  before  the  Swedes  could  feize  upon  hh. 
perfon ;  but  Patkul's  ill  fortune  disappointed  the 
king's  difcretion.  The  governor  of  the  caftle 
where  he  lay  imprifoned  demanded'  a  large  llun  of 
money  of  him  to  fet  him  at  liberty,  which  Patkul 
(aware  of  the  king's  intention)  rcfufed  to  give  him. 
While  they  were  difpating,  the  Swedes  came  tip, 
and  the  vi6lim  was  forced  to  be  delivered  into 
their  hands. 

The  unfortunate  Patkul  was  c^idemned  to  be 
broken  a^ive  upon  the  wheel,  and  bore  that  pu- 
uifhmcnt  with  conftancy  which  in  its  very  appa- 
ratus is  capable  of  ftaggering  the  lirmcft  refolu- 
tion.  His  crimes  were,  his  oppofing  the  will  of 
I  Charles 
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Cliarles  XL  father  to  Charles  XIL.  in  maintaining 
the  liberties  of  Livonia  his  country,  and  fuccef- 
lively  palling  into  the  fervice  of  Auguftus  and  the 
czar,  the  fworn  enemies  of  Sweden.  His  cha- 
rafter  of  ambaflador  ought  to  have  guarded  hini 
againft  fuch  barbarous  treatment ;  but  Charles, 
who  conlidered  him  only  as  a  rebel  fubje6l,  put 
liim  to  a  cruel  death,  which  was  in  his  eyes  no 
more  than  an  aft  of  juftice. 

The  czar  was  now  highly  provoked  at  the 
fireaty  concluded  at  Alt-Ranftadt,  by  Auguftus 
with  the  king  of  Sweclen,  and  fent  his  complaints 
into  all  the  ftates  of  Europe  of  the  treatment  of- 
fered to  his  minifter.  He  omitted  nothing  that 
might  contribute  to  glut  his  revenge.  He  gained 
over  to  his  intereft  the  principal  of  the  Polcs,Vho 
met  at  Leopold  in  great  numbers,  and  engaged 
them  to  a  refolution  of  elcfting  a  new  king,  and 
writing  to  all  foreign  powers,  not  to  acknowledge 
any  other  king  of  Poland  than  the  perfon  whom 
Ihey  fhould  advance  to  the  throne. 

In  the  mean  time  Staniflaus  procured  himfelf 
to  be  acknowledged  by  moft  of  the  princes  in 
Europe,  fome  of  whom  gave  him  that  ratisfa6tion 
only  that  they  might  have  it  in  their  powejr  moro^ 
jcertainly  to  do  him  a  mifchief. 

There  was  held  in  May  another  ailembly  at 
Lublin,  in  which  the  throne  was  declared  vacant. 
The  diet  was  called  for  a  thjrd  election,  when 
Staniflaus,  leaving  the  king  of  Sweden  in  Saxo- 
ny, came  into  Poland  with  general  Reinfchildt 
at  the  head  of  fixtcen  Swedilh  regiments. 
Charles  followed  them  foon  after  with  the  reft  of 
the  army.  Upon  his  approach,  the  czar  retired 
(peedily  into  his  owi^  dominions ;  but  neither  the 
ice,  nor  the  difficulty  of  thf  way,  could  put  a 
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ilop  to  his  enemy,  who  marched  inceflantly  in 
order  to  reach  him. 

1708.  After  feveral  engagements,  m  which 
the  Swedes  were  always  conquerors,  the  army, 
which  now  began  to  want  neceflaries,  ieized  upoa 
Mohilow,  a  frontier  place  of  Poland,  that  was 
well  fupplied  with  proviiions.  This  fuccom:  came 
very  fcalopably,  before  the  arrival  of  the  convoy, 
which  general  Leewenhaupt  was  to  bring  up, 
>vith  a  fupply  of  twelve  thoufand  men.  The  kuig 
gf  Sweden  for  fome  time  ftill  purfuing  the  Mxdr* 
covites,  marched  his  troops  toward  the  UkrainCi 
^here  he  hoped  to  fubfift  them  by  means  of  Ma- 
zeppa,  the  prince  of  the  Cpflacks  who  inhabit 
that  country.  He  had  entered  into  n  private 
treaty  with  this  general,  who  thought  to  r^^engc 
himfelf  of  the  czar  for  th^  ill  treatment  he  ha4 
received  fropc^  him.  The  czar  cqmmunicating  to 
him  his  defign  of  bringing  into  greater  fub^edtion 
the  Ck)flacks,  a  fort  of  vagabond  people  like  the 
Tartars,  Mazeppa  told  him  it  would  be  impofll- 
ble  to  execute  his  projedl ;  which  thrq\v  the  czar 
into  fuch  violence  of  paffion,  tliat  he  threatened 
to  have  him  impaled  ^ive.  This  gone^^  {lad 
engaged  to  join  the  kipg  pf  Sweden  with  30,000 
men,  who  waited  for  him  with  impatience,  but 
waited  in  vain.  The  Coflack's  defigns  were  dit 
covered  by  X\\^  Mufcovites,  who  prevented  th^ 
execution  of  them,  QvX  his  troop,  ip  pieces,  and 
obliged  him  to  fiy  for  Ihelter  tp  th^  king  of  Swe- 
den with  6000  men,  the  feeble  remains  of  his  ar* 
my.  His  towns  were  taken,  his  proviiions  plun- 
dered, the  enemy  in  the  heart  of  his  dominions, 
dcftroying  with  fire  and  fword,  and  himfelf  with* 
out  any  other  confolation  than  the  a^e6lio9  of 
the  Colfacks. 
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Meanwhile  Leewenbanpt  was  brining  up  the 
ammunition  and  fupplies  which  the  king  of  Swe^ 
den  cxpeAed,  the  czar,  mformed  of  his  marchi 
refolvcd  to  prevent  his  joining  with  the  king  of 
Sweden.     In  Ihort,  it  was  a  decifive  blow ;  if 
this  convoy  could  be  carried  off,  the  Swedes  muft 
be  reducecl  to  extremities  ;  and  therefore  he  made 
no  heiitation  to  march  againft  Leewenhaupt, 
whom  he  encountered  near  Lefno.    He  had  with 
him  50,000  men,  and  the  general  of  the  enemy, 
but  i6,ooo.     Yet,  notwithftanding  the  inequality 
of  numbers,  the  brave  Swedes  flood  five  obflinate 
engagements  in  three  days ;  but  at  laft  LeeWen- 
haupt  was  overpowered,  and  obliged  to  retreat 
with  the  lofs  of  10,000  of  his  men.   He  fet  fire  to 
the  waggons  loaden  with  provifions,  to  prevent 
their  falling  into  the  enemies  hands;    but  the 
Mufcovites  came  up  time  enough  to  extinguifh  the 
iire,  and  iaved  the  beft  part  of  the  ammunition. 

Lecwenhaupt  arrived  at  the  king^s  camp 
crowned  with  glory,  but  without  the  fuccours, 
which  were  now  become  abfolutely  neceflaryw 
The' 5000  men  he  had  faved  from  ilaughter,  far 
from  being  a  recruit,  feemed  to  be  come  only  to 
increafe  their  diftrefs. 

So  many  misfortunes  would  have  fubdued  the 
courage  of  any  other  man  than  Charles  XII. 
Trained  up  as  he  was  in  a  courie  of  profperity^ 
it  might  have  been  thought  that  his-lolFcs  would 
have  liung  the  heavier  on  him  when  he  fell  into 
advei-fity ;  but,  lofing  nothing  of  his  natural  refo- 
lution,  he  taught  his  foldicrs  to  bear  the  feverefl: 
hunger  and  fatigue  with  refignation.  ,  At  the  dif-^ 
tance  he  was  from  all  places  whcrice  he  might 
have  expefted  relief,  he  had  no  hope  but  in  Sta- 
niflaus;  who, -however,  had  already  too  much 
t>ufine&  upon  his  hands  from  general  Siniawfki, 
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and  bcfides  would  have  run  too  great  a  hazard  by 
marching  into  the  Ukraine,  whcfe  the  Mufco- 
vites  could  eafily  hiave  impeded  his  paffage. 

Every  thing  now  confpired  to  ruin  the  king  of 
Sweden's  army.     The  winter  was  fo  levere,  that 
2O0O  of  his  foldiers  perilhed  by  cold,     Thofe 
troops,  hitherto  fo  well  maintained,  had  not  then 
wherewithal  to  guard  them  from  the  injuries  of 
the  weather.  The  greater  part  of  them  were  with- 
out boots,  without  fhoes,  without  cloaths,  and 
all  wanted  bread.     This  army,  farther  weakened 
by  continual  Ikirmifhes,  was  at  the  point  of  pe- 
rilhing  entirely,  when   Charles   XII.   fcfting  at 
nought  all  obftacles,  laid  fiege  to  Pultowa,  a  town 
fituated  on  the  eaftern  borders  of  the  Ukraine* 
He  flattered  himfelf  that  he  ihoiild  put  an  end  to  - 
the  miferies  of  his  army  by  the  conqueft  of  this 
place,  where  the  czar  had  laid  up  abundance  of 
provifions.     But  neither  the  valour  of  the  Swedes, 
nor  the  intelligence  Mazcppa  had  in  the  place. 
Were  able  to  give  fuccefs  to  the  king  of  Sweden's 
rfefign.     He  could  not  even  prevent  the  enemy 
from  throwing  fuccours  into  the  town,  and  the 
fiege  began  to  be  drawn  out  into  length.  Charles, 
whole  courage  increafed  by  difficulties,  warmly 
prefled  the  befieged.     The  curtain  was  already 
taken^  when  he  received  a  wound  in  his  heel. 
This    accident  was    followed    by   news    which 
Would  have  ftaggered  any  other  man  of  lefs  cou- 
rage than  himfelf. 

He  learned  that  the  czar  wag  come  tip  with  an 
army  twice  as  large  ^  his  own,  which  confifted 
but  of  i8,Qoo  Swedes,  and  a  like  number  of  Cof- 
facks,  half  dead  with  cold  and  want.  The  Muf- 
covite  army,  belide  the  advantage  of  numbers, 
winted  for  nothing,  and  confifted^of  freih  troops 
.veil  expqienced  by  fevcral  engagements. 
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Uoder  thefe  extranities,  Charles  made  a  lafl 
effort  to  iave  his  army.  His  wound  put  him  out 
of  condition  to  a6l  with  his  wonted  vigour.  In- 
dofed,  however,  between  the  Boryflhenes  and 
the  rivo:  Fultowa,  and  farther  hemmed  in  by  a 
numerous  army,  he  was  under  a  necefiity  of  ma« 
king  his  way  through  the  enemy,  or  of  perilhing 
with  hunger.  He  did  not  heiitate  a  moment. 
He  feat  for  the  field-marfhal  ReiniHuldt  into  his 
tent  by  night,  and  gave  him  orders  to  prepare  to 
march  agiunjft  the  Mufcovites  next  mornings 
which  he  received  with  a  furprife  mixed  with'  ad- 
miration. He  withdrew  to  execute  his  mailer's 
commands^  who  flept  foundly  till  break  of  day. 

On  the  two  monarchs  vvhofe  fortunes  were  to  be 
decided  by  the  event  of  that  great  day  were  the 
eyes  of  ajl  Europe  fixed.  They  were  both  ani- 
mated with  an  eager  defire  of  conquering  an  irre- 
concileable  enemy.  Thirty  viftories  did  not  allow 
Qiarles  to  doubt  of  fuccels  ;  and  Alexiowitz 
equally  flattered  himfelf  from  his  thirty  defeats^ 
which  had  taught  him  how  to  conquer ;  both  of 
them  fond  of  glory,  Charles  for  its  own  iake,  and 
Alexiowitz  for  the  happinefs  and  intereft  of  his 
empire.  The  Swede  had  made  kings,  and  the 
Mufcovite  had  made  dominions  and  fubjedls^ 
Charles  rilqued  his  whole  reputation  ;  and  Alexi- 
owitz, to  the  title  of  founder  of  a  people  and  aa 
empire,  fought  to  give  the  addition,  of  the  con-r 
qucror  of  the  greateft  general  of  his  age. 

The  aftion  began  by  break  of  day  betvyeen  the 
two  armies.  The  Swedes,  to  tlie  number  of 
25,000,  came  out  of  their  trenches,  and  marched 
diredlly  againft  the  enemy,  who  were  beginning 
to  form  their  camp.  The  Swedilh  hoife  fell  upon 
the  enemies  Iquadrons  with  their  ufual  fury ;  and  • 
the  Mufcovites  fell  back  iii  difordcr-     Succefe  al- 
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teady  declared  for  their  enemies,  and  Qiarles  made 
no  doubt  of  gaininc  the  day,  when  the  czar  ftopt 
the  fugitives,  rallied  his  horfe,  made  head  againft 
the  conquerors,  broke  them,  and  drove  them 
before  him  with  all  the  fury  that  the  ihame  of 
having  turned  their  backs,  und  vengeance,  could 
in(pire.     Charles  expelled,  with  impatience,  that 

feneral  Crcuts,  whom  he  had  detached  with  500a 
orie,  ihould  Ml  upon  the  enemy  in  iiank ;  but 
Ciruts  was  marched  off.  This  circumftance  fe* 
cured  the  Mufcovites,  and  was  the  ruin  of  the 
Swedes. 

All  however  was  not  yet  dclperate.  The  king 
of  Sweden  difpofed  the  troops  he  had  left  in  two 
Knes.  The  foot  were  polled  in  the  center,  and 
fupported  on  each  fide  by  the  horfe,  which  made 
up  the  two  wings.  The  czar  difpoied  his  army 
in  the  fame  order,  and  advanced  his  foot  againft 
the  foot  of  the  enemy.  In  the  mean  tiihe  fcventy- 
two  cannons  played  upon  the  Swedes,  whofe  whole 
artillery  was  only  four  bad  pieces  of  mortar  ill 
fcrvcd. 

Alexiowitz,  mounted  upon  a  Turkifh  horfe, 
flew  from  rank  to  rank,  while  Charles  was  forced 
to  be  carried  in  a  litter  bccaufc  of  his  wound. 
In  the  beginning  of  this  aftion,  the  king's  litter 
was'fhattered  to  pieces  by  a  cannon  ball,  and  his 
majf^fly  overturned.  The  Swedilh  army,  upon 
feeing  the  king  foil,  immediately  gave  way ;  all 
wer/e  put  to  the  fword  or  taken  prifoners,  and 
the  king  himfelf  was  obliged  to  fly.  He  retired 
to  the  Turks,  whom  he  attempted  in  vain  to  arm 
againfl  the  conqueror. 

Europe  heard  with  aftonifliment  the  defeat  of 

Charles,    and  the  elector    king  Auguflus  foon 

•  fhewed  that  he  thought  treaties  but  temporary 

]awa«  *Hc  was  no  fooner  fure  of  the  vidboty 
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gdined  by  the.Mufcovites,  than  he  cali  the  mi- 
niilers  into  prifon  who  had  figned  tlic  peace  of 
Alt-Ranftadt.  He  publiihed  a  manifcfto  to  retradt 
^  the  engagements,  whith  he  faid  they  went  beyond 
their  powers  in  making,  and  declared  his  refolu- 
tion  to  recover  the  throne,  whence  he  had  been 
driven  by  violence.  He  fet  the  beli  interpretation 
he  could  upon  his  own  condu6l,  and  feverely  cen- 
iurcd  the  proceedings  of  Stanillaus's  party,  upon 
whom,  and  his  adherents,  he  liberally  be  flowed 
the  odious  names  of  traitors  to  their  king  and 
country. 

This  manifeAo  was  in  fome  meafurc  ferviceable 
to  Auguilus,  and  might  be  of  ufe  to  miflead  the 
people,  but  in  reality  produced  nothing  in  his  fa- 
vour. The  iPoles  were  at  liberty  to  eleft  a  king 
in  his  flead,  as  he  had  fubmitted  to  the  law  which 
declares  the  crown  forfeited  upon  the  violation  of 
the  Padla  Conventa.  And  how  could  Auguflus 
clear  himfelf  of  the  manifeil  breach  of  his  oath  ? 
he  had  kept  the  Saxons  in  Poland  againfl  his  en- 
gagements, and  hadnotconfulted  the  republic  in  the 
cafe  of  a  war  which  moft  nearly  concerned  them* 
Accuftomed  to  abfolute  power  in  Saxony,  he  gave 
himfelf  no  trouble  about  following  a  difibrcnt  plan 
in  Poland*  This  arbitrary -difpofition  exafperated 
his  fubjedls,  who,  perhaps,  would  not  have  been 
pleafedat  a  good  agreement  between  the  king  and 
tlic  republic  ;  as  thiscircumftance  might  havedif- 
appointed  them  of  the  fatisfadtion  of  revenging 
themfelves  upon  Auguflus,  for  obliging  them  to 
own  his  authority  In  oppolition  to  the  other  can- 
didates, whofe  intercft  they  had  embracecb 

Staniflaus,  therefore,  was  the  latvful  king.    Be- 

fide,  Auguftus  had  renounced  Iiis  right,  if  he  had 

any  then^remainuig,  when  he  ligned  the  treaty  of 

abdication  i'buf  Kings  are  not  always  governed 
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b5(  ftricl  equity.  Auguftus  rather  entered  Poland 
in  triumph,  than  as  a  king  flript  of  his  dorainiona 
and  trying  to  recover  them.  A  large  body  of  the 
nobility  and  great  men  jojned  him  in  his  march. 
The  principal  perfons,  whom  the  king  of  Sweden's 
fortune  gained  over  to  Staniflaus,  foon  defcrted 
him  to  follow  the  conqueror's  ally. 

Staniflaus  had  no  hope  left  but  in  general  Cral^ 
fdWj  who  was  the  only  obflacle  Auguflus  had  to 
encounter ;  and  he  therefore  took  all  neceflfary 
meafures  to  prevent  the  general  from  doing  him 
any  mifchicf  in  Poland.  His  caution  went  even 
farther :  he  wrote  to  the  council  of  Saxony  to  arm 
the  militia  at  all  events,  and  to  fcize  upon  the  paf- 
fagcs,  for  fear  the  Swedes  fhould  a  fecond  time 
march  into  Saxony.  The  council  diligently 
obeyed  the  commands  of  Auguftus,  who  ordered 
all  the  country  people  that  could  carry  guns  to  be 
ready  to  march,  and  gave  arms  to  about  80,000 
peafants. 

General  Craflaw  was  too  weak  to  keep  the 
field  againfl:  Auguflus,  whofe  troops  were  fuperior 
in  number,  and  not  inferior  in  courage  to  the 
Swedes,  lince  their  king's  misfortunes.  And  thus 
the  only  part  (he  general  had  to  take,  was  to  retire 
out  of  Poland,  that  he  might  not  expofe  his  fol- 
•dlers  to  certain  ruin  ;  he  therefore  refolved  to  pafe 
into  Swedifh  Pomcrania,  whither  Staniflaus  was 
obliged  to  follow  him,  having  no  dependence  left 
in  Poland  ;  befide,  he  found  it  neceflary  to  pre- 
fervc  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  for  occaiions  of 
moment,  the  few  troops  that  were  left:  with  him. 

After  the  vicSlory  of  Pultowa,  the  czar  came  into 
Poland,  where  he  had  an  interview  with  Auguftus 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Thorn.  The  two  mo- 
narchs  agreed  together  in  what  manner  to  be  re- 
venged of  Sweden^  and  to  prevent^  for  the  future, 
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!iie  mifchicfs  which  had  oecafioned  the  ruin  of  the 
one,  and  brought  the  other  to  the  brink  of  a  pre- 
cipice. 

1709.  In  the  mean  tim^,  the  fenators  were  af- 
fembled  at  Thorn  to  acknowledge  Auguftus  to 
be  the  lawful  kin^  of  Poland ;  and  to  make  this 
&ep  the  more  folemn.and  authentic,  they  pub- 
lifhed  a  declaration  upon  this  iubje<5l.  The  pope, 
ever  careful  to  eftablifh  his  authority,  fent  a  bull 
to  Auguftus  to  difcharge  htm  from  the  treaty  of 
Alt-Ranftadt.  And  thus  it  was  that  he  re-afcendedr 
the  throne. 


SECT.     XIV. 

AUGUSTUS  II.    RESTORED* 

AtGUS-riTs  earneftly  defired  to  have  the  treaty  he 
had  concluded  with  the  czar  approved  by  the  re-» 
public.  He  therefoi  e  propofcd  this  affair  to  the 
great  council  then  aflembled  at  Warfaw.  The  fe- 
nators  were  all  at  the  king's  devotion,  but  the  no- 
bility were  not  fo  eafily  gained,  and  every  day 
brought  frefh  impediments.  At  laft,  after  great 
difputes,  the  treaty  was  ratified  to  the  king's  fa- 
tisfaAion.  His  majefty,  to  gain  the  love  of  his 
fubje<5ls,  made  an  aft  of  indemnity,  and  took 
great  care  to  fee  it  fully  and  exa6lly  executed. 
Befide  this,  he  did  an  adt  of  juftice,  to  let  the  no- 
bility fee  what  a  real  Talue  he  had  for  them  :  a 
colonel,  who  had  affaulted  a  deputy  of  Czeria  with 
his  fabre,  was  fevcrely  punilhed  by  his  orders. 
His  aiFability  engaged  their  afFe<5lions,  and  the  no* 
bility,  at  laft,  was  again  prevailed  on,  by  this  con- 
duft^  to  acknowledge  him  as  lawful  king  of  Po- 
<  '     — U  2  land. 
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Isind,  in '  the  general  diet  which  w^  hetd  tt 
Warfaw. 

'  1 7 1 2.  The  weak  remains  of  Staniflaus's  party  in 
Poland,  however,  ftill  caufed  feme  conimotions. 
The  palatine  of  Kiow,  one  of  the  king  of  Swe- 
den's followers,  over-ran  Poland  with  fix  thou- 
fand  men,  made  himfelf  mafier  of  Sniatin,  and 
kept  the  garrifon  prifoners  of  war.  Till  then  Sta- 
niflaus  could  ftill  rely  upon  fome  of  the  Poliih 
lordsi  The  hopes  of  the  party  were  not  quite  ex- 
tincft  5  they  were  even  fomewhat  revived  by  the 
vidory  of  the  Swedes  over  the  Saxons.  The  Muf- 
covites  and  Danes,  routed  together  at  Gadebufch, 
and  the  burning  the  town  of  Altena  to  afhes  by 
general  Steinbock,  inlpired  ftill  fome  terror  of  the 
Swedifli  army  ;  but  an  unforefeen  event  changed 
the  face  of  affairs,  and  deprived  king  Staniftaus  of 
the  few  followers  he  had  left  in  Poland. 

1713.  Charles  XII.  who,  as  we  have  already 
obferved,  repaired  to  the  Turks  at  Bender,  had 
laid  a  fcheme  for  turning  the  Ottoman  arms  upon 
his  rival,  and  not  leaving  Turkey  but  at  the  head 
of  an  hundred  thoufand  men.  He  long  hoped  to 
luccccd  in  this  projed: ;  but  at  laft,  ieeing  all  his 
intrigues  fail,  and  the  czar  to  have  the  afcendancy 
over  him  in  the  divan,  he  took  a  refolution  to  fix 
his  abode  among  the  Turks,  whether  they  ftiould 
approve  it  or  not.  He  would  never  yield  to  the 
inftances  of  the  lords  who  had  attended  him  in 
his  flight,  and  pofitively  maintained,  that  an  order 
to  fend  him  away,  which  the  baflia  of  Bender  faid 
he  had,  muft  be  a  forgery.  It  was  to  no  purpofe 
to  tell  liim,  the  order  was  to  feize  upon  his  perfon 
in  cafe  of  rcfiflance  ;  he  was  ftill  refolute.  With 
three  hundred  men  in  his  houfe,  which  he  had 
baiyicaded  and  intrenched,  he  calmly  waited  the 
njomingup  of  an  aimy  of  25,000  Turks  and  Tar- 
tars, 
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tars,  who  cafily  broke  through  thofe  feeble  in-r 
trenchments,  and  took  the  three  hundred  Swpcjes 
prifoners.  The  king  hinafelf,  after  fome  refiftance, 
was  taken  by  the  janifaries.  The  news  of  this 
ilrange  a6lion  was  fbon  fpread  throughout  all  Eu- 
rope, and  particularly  in  Poland.  The  king  of 
Sweden  was  fuppofed  to  be  loft  beyond  all  remedy, 
and  feveral  of  the  Poles  fpeedily  returned  to  their 
obedience  to  Auguft us, 

Staniflaus,  finding  he  was  deferted  by  the  Pbles^ 
entertained  thoughts  of  quitting  a  throne  he  knew 
not  how  to  keep.  He  imagined  that  Fleming,  the 
minifter  of  king ,  Auguftus,  would  procure  him 
advantageous  conditions  in  gratitude  for  the  fignal 
fervices  he  had  done  him.  "He  had  prevailed 
upon  the  king  of  Sweden  to  lay  afide  the  profe- 
cution  of  that  general,  whom  in  all  probability  he 
would  have  treated  like  Patkul,  as  he  looked  upon 
him  to  be  a  rebellious  fubjecft  who  ferved  againft 
his  country.  He  therefore  had  an  interview  with 
this  minifter,  who  made  ufe  of  the  confidence  of 
his  benefactor  to  abufe  him  the  more  efFedlually. 

The  king  of  "Sweden  was  at  Bender  when  Sta- 
niflaus wrote  to  defire  he  would  confent  to  his  ab- 
dication and  allow  him  to  facrifice  himfelf  fpr  the 
public  peace,  and  had  not  yet  ftiewn  Turkey  the 
ftrange  Ipedlacle  wq  have  been  defcribing.  After 
reading  the  letter  of  ^Staniflaus,  he  abfbjutely  re- 
fufed  his  confent  tp  a  ftep  which  he  thought  would 
affedl  his  glory.  In  the  mean  time,  Staniflaus, 
finding  it  neceflfkry  to  comply  with  the  tipie,  took 
a  refolution  tp  go  to  the  king  of  Sweden  himfelf, 
thinking  he  might  gain  his  approbation.  He  had 
entered  upon  the  Turkifli  territories,  and,  not 
knowing  the  cataflrophe  of  Bender,  pa  fled  for  a 
Swede  who  was  going  to  the  king.  Upon  faying 
^}^t  he  was  a  Swede,  he  >yas  feized  and  carried 
y  ^  '  vndc;- 
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under  a  guard  to  Bender,  whither  the  king  of 
Sweden  was  led  prifoner  himfelf  in  a  chariot. 
Charles,  upon  information  th^t  Staniflaus  was  not 
far  off,  exclaimed, "  Ruh,  and  tell  him  to  make  no 
^^  treaty  with  Auguftus,  for  we  Ihall  foon  have  a 
^^  change  of  affairs/' 

Charles,  however,  at  laft  convinced  that  ho 
Ihould  never  be  able  to  turn  the  arms  of  the  Turks 
againft  Mufcovy,  repaired  into  his  dominions, 
,  where  he  affigncd  a  retreat  to  Staniflaus  in  the 
duchy  of  Deux  Fonts,  and  allowed  him  the  re- 
venues of  that  province,  which  amounted  to  fe- 
venty  thoufand  crowns. 

Charles  flattered  himfelf,  that  he  Ihould  ftill 
refl:ore  the  terror  of  his  name.  The  fine  provinces 
conquered  by  hi§  anceftors,  and  then  ravaged  or 
poffeffed  by  his  enemies,  could  not  in  the  leaft 
abate  his  courage.  Though  threatened  that  he 
fliould  foon  fee  the  Danes,  the  Mufcovites^  the 
Saxons,  the  PruflSans,  and  the  Englifli,  in  the 
•  heart  pf  his  dominions,  like  another  Hannibal,  he 
ibught  to  carry  the  war  hito  the  domains  of  hia 
eneiriics. 

17 16.  The  fl:orm  OTew  black  over  Norway. 
Charles,  at  the  head  of  20,000  men,  marched  into 
this  kingdom  without  any  obftacle.  All  Europe 
was  furprized  at  the  inadlivity  of  the  czar,  who  had 
agreed  with  his  allies  to  make  a  defcent  into 
Sweden ;  but  fome  fecret  motives  had  diverted  his 
views  another  way.  He,  who  had  been  the  king 
of  Poland's  ally,  was  now  become  his  cruel  enemy, 
and  the  hand  which  had  given  the  crown  to  Au- 
gufl:us,  was  now  going  to  wrefl:  it  from  him  iq 
favour  of  Staniflaus.  In  few  words  we  Ihall  de4 
velope  the  caufe  of  this  furprizing  refolution. 

Baron  Gortz  was  then  the  confident  of  the 
t:ing  of  Sweden,  who  had  before  b^en  pxinificrto 
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the-  duke  of  Holftein.  This  man,  who  was  by 
nature  bold,  enterprizing,  and  infinuating,  and 
had  long  been  a  projc<5tor  of  great  defigns,  was 
born  to  be  the  minifler  of  fuch  a  king  as  Charles 
the  twelfth  ;  and  feeing  this  prince,  in  the  prefent 
circumfl  ances,  ready  to  be  oppreffed  by  a  number 
of  enemies  whom  his  glory  and  misfortunes  had 
raifed,  he  ventured  to  lay  a  fcheme  for  changing 
the  face  of  Europe. 

Obtaining  early  notice  of  the  fecret  difcontent 
of  the  czar,  who  was  paffionately  bent  upon  get- 
ting fome .  footing  in  Germany,  Gortz  propofcd 
to  the  czar  to  enter  into  a  league  with  Sweden ; 
to  reflore  Staniflaus  to  the  throne  ;  to  take  the 
crown  of  England  from  the  elc£tbr  of  Hanover, 
and  giye  it  to  the  heir  of  the  Stuarts  ;  and  to  re- 
inftate  the  duke  of  Holftein  in  his  dominions. 
He  made  the  glory  and  intereft  of  the  czar  to 
confift  in  thefe  revolutions,  and  offered  in  the 
name  of  his  mailer,  to  give  up  to  Mqfcovy  the 
Swedifh  provinces  he  had  conquered,  and  to  pre* 
vail  upon  the  duke  of  Holftein  to  fell  him  his  do- 
pinions, 

The  czar  approved  thefe  propofitions  of 
Charles's  minifter,  and  prepared  to  fet  all  Europe 
in  a  flame,  while  Gortz  talked  of  nothing  but 
peace  in  Holland,  where  he  then  was.  He 
thought  his  defigns  had  been  covered  with  an  im- 
penetrable fecrecy  ;  but  the  duke  of  Orleans,  re- 
fent  of  France,  had  an  infight  into  his  intrigues, 
y  means  of  fpies  which  he  had  in  all  the  courts 
of  Europe.  The  king  of  England,  informed  of 
what  was  contriving  againft  him,  took  up  count 
Gyllembourg,  the  king  of  Sweden's  ambaffador 
at  his  court,  and  the  States-general  likewife  fcized 
Vpon  Gortz  sX  the  Hague. 
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Gortz,  who  was  foon  fet  at  liberty  as  well  air 
Gyllembourg,  was  only  the  more  incenfed  to  pur-i 
fue  his  projecl.  By  his  advice,  the  czar,  who 
took  a  journey  into  France  for  his  ow^i  inftrnc-T 
tion,  propofed  to  the  duke  of  Orleans  to  be  the 
mediator  of  peace  between  Sweden  and  Mufcovy, 
and  to  make  an  alliance  ofFenfive  and  dicfenfivc 
\yith  thofe  two  crowns  and  Spain. 

The  regent  of  France  could  by  no  means  be 
brought  to  engage  in  fuch  a  fchcme.  He  hated 
cardinal  Alberoni,  who  was  then  the  firft  mini- 
iter  in  Spain,  and  joined  with  the  king  of  Eng- 
land and  the  empefor  to  oppofe  his  ambition. 

In  this  interval,  Gortz  fettled  the  affairs  of  the 
treafury  in  Sweden,  which  he  had  found  in  the 
lowell  condition ;  and  having  'taken  the  beft  care 
of  them  which  circumftances  would  then  admit 
of,  he  fpeedily  fet  about  executing  the  plan  which 
he  had  projedt^cd. 

1 718.  Wliile  this  rninifter  of  Charles  XII.  was 
'thus  difpofing  of  the  eftates  of  Europe  with  the  mi- 
nifler  of  the  czar,  his  mailer's  arms  made  Norway 
.  tremble.  He  had  laid  liege,  on  the  icth  of  Oc- 
tober 1718,  to  Frederick fhall,  a  flrong  town  fitu- 
ated  on  the  mouth  of  the  river  Tiftendall.  The 
conqueft  of  this  place  would  have  opened  to  him 
the  reft  of  the  kingdom,  and  he  prcfled  the  liege 
with  all  his  vigour.  The  engineers  had  affured 
him  the  place  could  not  hold  out  ten  days,  when 
Cliarles  was  killed  by  a  caiinon-ball,  which  fliot 
him  through  the  head  as  he  was  viewing  the 
trenches. 

The  death  of  this  monarch  broke  all  the  deligns 
of  the  czar,  delivered  the  king  of  Poland  from 
the  fears  of  a  revolution,  which  his  minifter  Fle- 
ming, a  man  of  great  depth  and  penetration,  had 
forefeon,  and  left  the  Swedes  at  liberty  to  cxe- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY   O^   POLAND.  997 

cute  upon  biron  Gortz  the  hatred  which  the  na-^ 
tion  bore  him. 

Auguftus  now  began  to  be  fecure  from  any  ap- 
prehenfions  from  abroad ;  but  he  was  ftill  kept 
in  uneafinefs  by  commotions  at  home.  The  eter-r 
nal  diets  of  the  Poles  gave  him  exceffive  trouble. 
New  fufpicions  weje  raifed  -every  day  ;  and  it 
feemed  ^s  if  he  h^d  been  called  agr;in  to  the 
throne,  only  to  be  perpetually  tormented.  He 
could  not  difpofe  of  any  offices  to  the  llrangers 
who  had  done  him  fervice,  but  the  Poles  murr 
mured  at  his  gratitude.  They  expreffecj  their 
ill-will  toward  him  upon  many  occalions,  but 
more  efpecially  in  the  affair  of  Courland. 

The  inclinations  of  the  Courl^inders  had  raifed 
count  Maurice  of  Saxony,  the  natural  fon  of 
Jcing.Auguftus  by  the  countcfs  of  Koningfmarc, 
to  the  fovereignty  of  that  duchy.  All  Poland  in 
general  accufed  the  king  of  favouring  the  elec- 
tion of  his  fon,  and  he  was  obliged  to  make  him 
lay  afide  the  thoughts  of  his  advancement.  Nor 
was  this  all  the  mortification  which  Auguftus  ex- 
perienced from  a  people,  who  were  jealous  of  the 
feaft  Ihadow  of  their  liberty  ;  but  further  parti- 
culars on  that  head  do  not  fall  within  the  compafe 
pf  our  dcfign. 

,1733.  This  prince,  the  moft  illuftrious  ex- 
ample of  the  different  extremes  of  fortune,  died 
on  the  I  ft  of  Februarj'^  i733>  ^.t  about  fixty-three 
years  of  age.  He  was  the  fon  of  John  George  IIL 
cledtor  of  Saxony,  of  the  Albertine  branch ;  and 
Anna  Sophia,  the  daughter  of  Frederick  III.  king 
of  Denmark.  He  married  Chi:iftina  Everhar- 
dina  of  Brandenbourg-Bareith,  and  fucceeded,  in 
1697,  his  brother  John  George  IV.  who  died 
without  ifiiie.  Three  years  after,  being  chofea 
king  of  Poland,  he  faw  himfelf  forced  to  ^ive  up 
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the  crown  to  Staniflaus,    who  was  afterward* 
obliged  to  return  it  back  into  his  hands. 

Dreaded  in  Poland,   and  adored  in  Saxony, 
Auguftus  was  like  the  Roman  emperor  whole 
name  he  bore,  polite,  affable,  and  obliging,,  and 
loved  and  protected  the  arts  and  fciences.     But, 
like  Augullus,  he  .was  better  qualilicd  to  make 
his  people  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  peace,  than  ta 
procure  them  glory  by  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms* 
Cautious,  and  even  fearful  in  proiperity,  he  bore 
the  greateft  fhocks  of  adverfity  with  refolution. 
Full  of  clemency  and  moderation,  he  regained 
the  throne  only  io  pardon  his  nioft  mortal  cne- 
\  mies.     Inftru6led  by  misfortunes,  after  his  feconcf 
coming  to  the  crown,  he  fo  far  complied  with  the 
temper  of  a  jealous  republic,  as  to  renK)vc  hi$ 
dearcft  friends  from  the  preferments  he  had  giyeiv 
them.     He  defer ved  the  love  of  the  Poles,  and 
had  only  their  indifference  or  hatred. 

The  death  of  Auguftus  opened  a  new  audi 
dreadful  fcene  of  war  in  Europe,  the  neighbour-^ 
jng  princes  intereiling  themfeives  llrongly  in  the 
choice  of  a  new  fovereign.  The  clcdlor  of 
SaxQny,  fon  of  the  late  moqarch,  and  Staniflaus, 
whofe  4aughter  was  married  to  the  French  king, 
declared  themfeives  candidates.  The  emperof, 
the  czarina,  and  the  king  of  Pniffia  efpoufed  the 
caufc  of  the  Saxon  ;  the  King  of  FrancCj^ 
Louis  XV.  very  naturally  fupported  the  preten- 
iions  of  his  father-in-law  ;  and  no  fooner  was  he 
informed  that  the  emperor  hj\d  alFcmbled  a  body 
of  forces  in  Silelia,  than  he  ordered  the  duke  of 
Berwick  to  advance  to  the  Rliine  with  a  nume- 
rous army,  and  to  take  mcafures  for  entering 
Germany,  in  cale  the  Imperialifls  fhould  attempt 
\(f  penetrate  i^to  Poland,  on  the  frontiers  pf 
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which  they  and  a  large*  body  of  Ruffian  troops 
were  polled.     , 

In  the  mean  time  Staniilaus,  who  was  ftill  at 
the  court  of  France,  found  means  to  tranfport 
himfelf  privately  into  Warlaw,  where  he  con- 
tinued undifcovered  till,  he  found  it  his  intereft  to 
appear  in  public. 

As  the  day  of  ele6lion  drew  4iigh  the  Ruffian 
arid  Pruffian  minifters  delivered  their  feveral  de-t 
clarations^  by  way  of  proteft,  againft  the  eventual 
eleftion  of  Staniflaus,  as  a  profcribed  perfon, 
and  one  rendered  for  ever  incapable  of  wearing  4 

crowHt 

About  the  middle  of  Auguft  the  Ruffian  gene- 
ral Lafci  entered  Poland  at  the  head  of  50,000 
men ;  and  the  diet  of  eledlion  was  opened  with 
the  ufual,  ceremony.     Prince  VVinozawilki,  chief 
of  the  Saxon  intereft,  retired  to  the  other  fide  of 
the  Viftula  with  3000  men,  including  fome  of 
the  nobility  who  adhered  to  the  caufe  of  Aiiguf- 
tus.     The  primate  of  Poland,  who,  as  we  have 
before  had  occalion  to  obferve,  always  a6ts  as  re- 
gent during  an  interregnum,  endeavoured  to  re- 
concile  all  differences  among  the   grandees   in 
order  to  proceed  peaceably  to  the  new  clc(5tion. 
. .  Staniflaus  was   unanimoufly  chofen   king,    and 
appeared  in  the  electoral  field,  wliere  he  was  re- 
ceived with  loud  acclamations.    Auguflus's  party 
protefted  againft  the  clc<!^'lion,  and  being  by  this 
time  increafcd  to   10,000  men,  they  joined  tho 
Ruffian  army,   which  had  advanced  by  forced 
marches.     Staniflaus,  fenfible  of  his  inability  ta 
withll^nd  fuch  powerful  enemies,  retired  with  tho 
primate  and  the  French  ambafTador  to  Denmark, 
leaving  the  palatine  of  Kipw  at  Warfaw.     This 
general   attacked   the  Saxon  palace,  which  was 
ipilantlj  furrendered,  and  tjie  fuldicrs  and  inha- 
bitant* 
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bitants  plundered  the  houfes  of  fuch  of  the  nobt-, 
lity  as  had  declared  for  Auguftus^  and  the  hotel 
pf  the  Ruilian  ambaflador. 


SECT,    XV, 


AUGUSTUS    HI. 


While  thefe  tranfaftions  were  paffing,  the 
Poles,  who  had  joined  the  Mufcovites,  finding 
it  impoflible  to  pafs  the  Viflula-before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  tinie  fixed  for  the  feffipn  of  the  diet, 
created  a  kola  at  Cracow,  where  the  ele<H:or  of 
Saxony  was  chofen,  and  proclaimed  by  the  bi- 
Ihop  of  that  place  king  of  Poland  by  the  name  of 
AuguftusIII.  on  the  6th  day  of  06taber  1733. 
The  two  armies  tlien  crofled  the  river,  and  fii© 
palatine  of  Kiow  retiring  towards  Cracow,  they 
took  poffeffion  of  Warfaw,  where  in  their  turn 
they  plundered  the  palaces  and  houfes  belong- 
ing: to  the  oppofite  party. 

Meanwhile  the  French  king»  incenfed  at  the 
part  the  emperor  had  a<Sed  againfl:  his  fathcr-iri- 
law,  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  courts  of  Ma- 
drid and  Turin,  by  which  they  agreed  jointly  to. 
declare  war  againft  the  emperor.  Thefe  three 
powers  had  their  reipeftive  interefls,  but  they  all 
concurred  in  one  view,  namely,  the  weakening 
of  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 

•  It  is  not  our  purpofe  to  trace  any  farther  the 
events  of  this  difpute,  which  would  lead  us  too 
for  fi-om  the  objeft  of  the  prefcnt  hiftory  :  it  will 
only  be  neceflary  to  fay,  that  in  the  end  the  empe- 
ror Charles  VI.  loft  dmoft  all  Italy  by  giving  a 
king  to  Poland ;  and  a  fon  of  the  king  of  Spain . 
obtained,  in  two  campaigns,  the  two  SicilicSj^  which 
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liad  been  ib  often  before  taken  and  retaken,  and 
bad  been  the  conftant  obje<9:s  of  the  attention  o^ 
the  houfe  of  Aufiria  for  above  two  centuries. 

The  eledlioh  of  Augiiftus  as  king  was  recog- 
nifed  by  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  and  Stani- 
flaus,  after  fuiFering  the  greateft  mifery,  in  effedt- 
ing  a  memorable  and  almoft  miraculous  efcapc 
under  the  difguife  of  a  peafant,  had  the  revenues 
and  government  of  Bar  and  Lorrain  fettled  upon 
him  by  Lpuis.  his  foji-in-law. 

In  the  year  1745,  the  king  of  Pruffia,  under 
the  pretence  that  the  king  of  Poland  and  the  em- 
prefs  queen  were  about  to  invade  his  dominions 
at  three  different  quarters,  and  that  they  were  to 
be  affifted  by  the  czarina,  all  at  once  broke  into 
Lufatia,  entered  Leipfic,  and  laid  Saxony  under 
contribution.  The  king  of  Poland  fled  to  Erague. 
His  troops  and  thofe  of  the  Auftrians  were  defeat- 
ed at  Pima  on  the  15th  of  December,  the  king 
of  Pruffia  entered  the  capital  of  Saxony  as  a  con- 
queror, and  obliged  its  fovereign  to  accept  of 
whatever  terms  he  pleafed  to  prefcribe. 

Thus  did  Auguftus  in  Saxony  (for  the  war  did 
not  reach  his  Polifh  dominions)  experience  the 
lame  fate  from  the  king  of  Pruffia  as  his  father 
had  met.with  from  Charles  XII.  ^By  an  extraor- 
dinfary  reverfe  of  fentiments,  however,  when  he 
was  driven  out  of  Saxony  he  was  .received  with 
kindnefs  and  afic6lion  by  the  Poles. 

His  Pruffian  majefly  was  now  become  abfolute 
mafter  of  Saxony  and  of  Drefden,  where  the 
queen  of  Poland  ftill  remained,  and  a<5ted  with  a 
fpirit  that  well  became  her  high  birth.  The  king 
of  Pruffia  had  often  mentioned  to  ^he  public  the"^ 
confederacy  that  had  been  formed  againft  him, 
but  had  now  received  intelligence  that  the  original 
papers  ky  in  the  archives  ^f  Drefden,  and  he 
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gave  orders  for  feizing  them.  This  was  Aon€^ 
and  not  without  fome  imputation  upon  his  po^ 
litenels,  as  the  queen  of  Poland  oppoled  in  perfon 
the  officer  who  executed  the  order.  His  Pruffian 
majefty,  however,  made  no  delay  in  publifhing^ 
th-.»re  originals,  as  they  ferved  in  fome  meafure  ta 
juftify  his  Irruption,  and  the  prodigious  contribu-?- 
tion  he  had  levied  on  the  Saxons. 

The  public  commifewtted  the  fate  of  Auguftus, 
and  that  of  his  excellent  queen,  who  is  thought 
to  have  died  of  grief  and  indignation  at  the  bar- 
barous treatment  which  fhe  received  at  Dreidea 
by  order  of  the  Pruffian  monarch.  Auguftus  re- 
mained an  illuftrious  exile  in  Poland,  till  tlie 
peace  of  Hubertfburg,  February  15,  1763,  which 
reftored  him  to  his  dominions ;  and  he  died  of  a 
lethargic  diforder  on  the  5th  of  OiSlober  follow- 
ing. 

As  the  ci^wn  of  Poland  had  for  many  years 
defcended  in  one  family,  it  was  thought  not 
impracticable  to  procure  it  for  his  fon,  who  ac- 
cordingly declared  himfelf  a  candidate;  but  he 
dying  on  the  1 7th  of  September  following,  the 
Ruffians  favoured  the  election  of  a  Piaft  in  the 
perfon  of  count  Poniatowlki,  fon  of  count  Ponia- 
towlki  the  friend  and  companion  of  Charles  XII. 
This  candidate,  notwithftanding  the  oj>pofition 
of  the  great  houfe  of  Radzivil,  and  count  Bi'a-  ' 
|iitlk.i,  who  pretended  that  the  eleftion  was  over- 
awed by  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Ruffian  army, 
was  chofen  king  on  the  7th  of  September  1764  by 
the  «namc  and  titles  of  Stanislaus  AtJosusTus, 
king  of  Poland  and  great  duke  of  Lithuania,  and 
wa's  recognifed  as  fuch  by  all  the  great  potentates 
oi  Europe^ 
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SECT.      XVI. 

STANISLAUS     AUGUSTUS. 

1764,  Stanislaus  was  in  the  3  2d  year  of  \n% 
mge  >frhen  he  afcended  the  throne,  and  feemed 
calculated  by  his  virtues  and  abilities  to  raife  Po- 
land from  its  deplorable  ftate ;  if  the  defe<9:s  of 
the  conftitution  had  not  fettered  his  exertions  for 
the  public  good.  The  faireft  hopes  were  con- 
ceived of  his  future  reign;  but  thcfc  flattering 
prefages,  at  iirfl:  realized,  were  foon  difappointed 
by  the  'factions  of  a  turl>ulent  pcopl.-,  fomented 
by  the  intrigues  of  the  neighbouring  powers:  thus 
the  reign  of  the  moil  amiable  among  the  Polifh 
fovereigns  was  doomed  to  experience  the  dreadful 
effedls  of  that  exceflive  liberty,  which  is  incon- 
fillent  with  the  exiftence  of  government. 

From  the  time  of  the  death  of  Jolm  Sobiciki> 
during  a  fpace  of  levcnty  years,  the  Polifh  na- 
tion, from  cauies  very  generally  known,  had  been 
fo  little  in  the  habit  of  paying  an  uninfluenced 
attention  to  its  own  affairs,  that  it  appears  to  have 
almoft  forgotten  its  political  exiftence.     For  the 
laft  thirty  years  of  this  period  no  diet  had  been 
field,  and  the  legiflative  power  appeared  fo  tho- 
roughly beniimbcd,  that  it  hardly  Icemcd  to  cxift; 
the  ncceflary  confequence  was,  that  no  one,  either 
from  education  or  experience,  had  attained  the 
qualifications  requifite  for  the  difcharge  of  the 
funftions  of    a   Itatefman  and   politician.      So 
little,  indeed,  were  the  political  interefts  of  this 
countr}'  known,  as  far  as  they  related  td  ftrangers, 
that  when  at  length  it  became  indifpenfably  nccef- 
fary  to  write  occafionally  to  countries  beyond  tlie 
frontiers,  foreigners  were  employed  in  tb  s  bufi- 
iiefs,  as  no  attention  had  been  paid  to  render  the 
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natives  capable  of  undertaluDg  it ;  and  except  f<> 
fliofe,  whom  the  fpirit  of  adventiire  had  thrown 
into  the  military  fervicc  of  other  nations,  the  (ci- 
cnce  of  war  \vas  totally  unknown.  It  became 
then  a  matter  of  importance  to  train  perfons  to 
the  public  fervice  in  each  of  thcfe  departments* 
l!*his  confideration  gave  occafion  to  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  a  corps  of  cadets,  for  which  purpofe  the 
ting  employed  in  the  two  firft  years  of  his  reign, 
the  fum  of  1 20,000  ducats,  as  appears  by  the  de-» 
daration  of  the  conftitution  in  1766,  in  which 
this  donation  of  the  king  to  his  country  is  regif* 
tered. 

The  tendency  of  thefe  excellent  regulations  to 
increafe  the  power  and  confequence  of  Poland  by 
introducing  order  and  regularity  into  the  interior 
adminiflfation,  and  to  refcue  the  country  from 
its  abjedt  dependence  upon  foreign  powers,  gave 
umbrage  to  the  adjacent  ftatcs,  and  were  likewife 
vigoroufly  oppofed  by  a  ftrong  party  within  the 
kingdom  :  at  this  crilis  too,  religious  diiputes 
blending  tliemfelves  with  politicial  cabals,  the 
flame  of  civil  difcord  burft  forth  with  a  violence 
which  had  not  hitherto  raged  even  in  Poland. 

The  body  of  Polifh  religionifts,  termed  Difli- 
dents,  make  a  principal  figure  in  the  fubfequent 
commotions;  their  concerns  being  the  real  or 
pretended  objet'^l  of  attention  in  every  inaterial 
tranfaftion.  The  hiftory  of  this  party  is  thus 
Iketched  by  the  Polifh  hiftorians. 

The  reformation  made  its  way  into  Poland  un- 
der Sigifmund  I.  who  perfccuted  its  followers: 
their  number  however  gaining  ground,  his  fon 
Sigifmond  Auguftus  not  only  indulged  them  in 
the  raoft  liberal  exercifc  of  their  worfliip ;  but 
admitted  them,  together  with  the  Greeks,  and 
all  other  fefts  theu  fublilling  in  Poland,  to  a  feat 
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in  the  diet,  and  to  all  the  honours  and  privileges 
before  exclufively  confined  to  ^  the  catholics. 
Thefe  xiaxims  of  unlimited  toleration  were  fo  gc* 
nerally  adopted  by  the  natibn  at  large,  that  the 
members  of  the  diet  which  affembled  upon  the 
dcceafe  of  Sigifmond  Angiiftus,  being  of  difFerent 
perfuafions,  determined  on  a  teclprocal  indul- 
gence of  their  reipeftive  tenets.  In  order  to  avoid 
any  hateful  diftindlions,  they  called  themfelveS  in* 
difcriminatcly  "  DiiRdents  in  religion,"  a  phraie 
intimating^  not,  accohling  to  our  notions,  fepa-- 
ratifts  from  an  eftablilhed  church,  but  iimply 
perfons  holding  a  diVerfity  of  opinions  in  religion* 
matters.  It  was  at  the  fame  time  ena<5ledi  that 
this  diiference  of  religious  fentiments  ihould  Cre- 
ate no  difference  in  civil  rights ;  and  accdrdihgly 
in  the  PaSa  Cdnvtnta  formed  by  the  diet,  the  fol- 
lowing clauie  was  inierted  as  part  of  .the  coro- 
nation oath  to  be  tendered  to  the  new  fovereigti  t 
'*  I  will  keep  peace  among  the  diffidents/*  Henry, 
who  objecfted  to  this  univerfal  toleration,  tried  to 
withhold  his  confent;  upon  which  one  of  the 
Polilh  envoys  dried  outj  **  Unleft  your  majefly 
*'  confirms  thii  Article^  you  cannot  be  kltig  of 
*•  Polknd  ;*'  and  he  accordingly  took  an  oath  to 
obfcrve  this  daufe,  before  he  was  permitted  to 
aicend  the  throne* 

In  procefs  of  time,  however,  Xht  Roman  catho- 
lics, having,  tinder  the  prot'e6lion  and  influence 
of  fuccelfive  fovereigns,  acquired  a  confiderable 
iticendancy,  ventured  to  appropriate  the  expref^ 
lion  of  difBd^its  to  all  thofe  who  diflented  from 
the  catholic  religiot).'  This  reftridion  of  the  ori- 
ginal meaning  of  the  title  was  intended  at  firfl 
with  no  incroachments  on  the  privileges  of  the 
«(}ier  feds ;  and  the  term  diffidents,  though  now 
f^OAVeying  the  Idea  of  a  feparation  from  the  efla-> 
^  X  blilhed 
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bliftied  worfliip,  was  not  yet  regarded  in  an  ob-' 
noxious  light.  The  dilSdents  indeed  ftill  conti- 
nued in  fuch  unqueAioned  pofleflion  of  all  rights 
civil  and  religious,  that  when  it  was  agreed  by 
both  catholics  and  proteftants  to  perfecute  the 
Ariuhs,  it  was  thought  previoufly  neceflary  to  ex- 

^  ^l  them  froro  the  body  of  diffidents.  .In  confe- 
quence  of  this  exclufion,  the  Arians,  in  the  reign 
of  John  Cafimir,  were  firft  rendered  incapable 
of  being  eledled  nuntios,  afterwards  deprived  of 
their  places  of  worlhip,  and  finally  banifhed  froii^ 
Poland. 

This  perfecution  of  the  Arians,  inadvertently 
affentedto  by  the  proteftants  and  Greeks,  wa5 
only  a  prelude  to  that  which  they  in  their  turn 
fuftered  from  the  catholics ;  for,  a;s  the  catholic 
party  became  the  moft  powerful,  the  term  diffi- 
dents, now  confined  only  to  perlbiis  profeffing 
the  proteftant  and  Greek  religions,  began  to  grow 
of  a  lefs  inoiFenfive  import,  and  to  convey  an 
idea  of  non-conformity.  The  fectaries  diftin- 
guifhed  by  that  appellation,  perceiving  the  inten- 
tion of  the  catholics  to  undermine  their  privileges, 
ftipulated  and  obtained,  that  they  £hould  not  be 
blended  with  the  Arians,  or  fall  uader  the  penal 
laws  ena6ied  againft  that  fe6l.    But  thefe  promifes 

.  were  infenfibly  eluded,  their  privileges  were  gradu- 
ally diminiflied ;  in  the  ceurfe  of  a  few  years  they 
were  fubje6led  to  a  variety  of  dilqualifications, 
and  at  length,  in  1733,  formally  incapacitate^ 
from  fitting  in  the  diet.  An  old  law  of  Ladif- 
iaus  II.  againfi:  heretics,  as  well  as  the  penalties 
levied  againft  the  Arians,  were  revived,  and  occa- 
fionally  put  in  force  agaiiifr  the  diffidents. 

Thefe  continual  perfecutions  greatly  diminilhed* 
flieir  number,  and  confequently  rendered  their  re- 

.  moniliaaces  ineffcdlual.  Tkc  catholics^  who  uojv 
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took  the  lead  in  the  diet,  eten  declared  it  high, 
treafbn  in  the  diilidents  to  leek  the  reftoration  of 
their  immunities  by  the  interceffion  of  foreign 
powers ;  although  many  of  thefe  foreign  powers 
were  guarantees  to  the  treaiy  of  Oliva,  in  which 
it  was  ftipulated,  that  the  rights  of  the  diffidents 
ihould  be  maintained  in  their  full  latitude. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  diffidents  at  the 
acceffion  of  his  prefent  majefty ;  who,  though 
himlelf  ftrongly  inclined  to  toleration,  was  yet 
obliged  to  concur  with  the  general  fenfe  of  the 
diet,  and  to  confirm  in  their  full  extent  all  the 
la^wis  which  had  been  promulgated  againft  them. 
The  diffidents  applied  to  the  courts  of  London,  Pe- 
terfburgh,  Berlin,  and  Copenhagen,  as  the  media- 
ting powers  in  the  treaty  of  OUva ;  who  w^mly 
fupported  their  caufe,  and  prefentcd  memorials  to 
the  enfiiing  diet,  demanding  a  reftoration  not 
•only  of  their  religious  eftablillimcnts,  but  alfo  of 
all  their  ancient  privileges  fecured  to  them  by 
the  above-mentioned  treaty.  The  diet  of  1 766, 
however,  was  not  of  a  temper  to  accede  to  thefe 
propofals. 

The  enemies  of  toleration  contended,  that  the 
privileges  alluded  to  were  become  obfolete,  having 
been  repeatedly  abolifhed  in  various  diets ;  and  that 
the  diffidents  had  no  well-founded  claim  either  to 
the  rcftitution  of  fheiif  civil  immunities,  or  to  the 
toleration  of  their  worfliip :  the  bifhop  of  Cracow, 
the  moft  bigoted  of  the  catholics,  even  propofed 
a  law  againft  all  who  fhonld  abet  the  oppofite 
party.  Violent  altercations  arofe  in  the  affifimbly^ 
when  the  Priiffian  and  Ruffian  memorials  were 
*  read ;  and  as  an  immediate  tumult  was  appre-^ 
hended,  the  king  retired  firom  the  diet  without 
proroguing  it,  as  ufual,  to  the  following  day. 
The  prijnatd  Ukewife  refufed  to  continue  ttie  fii- 
^  a.  ting, 
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ting,  and  the  members  feparated  in  grtot  difbr-^ 
der.  On  the  lubfcquent  day,  the  fpirit  of  into-' 
lerance  was  in  no  degree  abated ;  the  moderates 
party  \v^  over-ruled,  and  the  a(5b  againft  tlie 
diiiidents  were  confirmed  without  rcferve.  But, 
in  order  to  conciliate  the  mediating  powers,  the 
bench  of  bifhops,  b^  command  of  the  diet^  drew 
tip  nine  articles  in  favour  of  the  diffidents,  rela* 
five  to  the  free  exefcifc  of  tlieir  vvorfhip^  Thefe. 
Conceffions  not  beifng  thought  fufHciently  favour- 
able,' while  the  exceptionable  laws  remained  un- 
tepeakd,  the  empre&  of  Ruifia  remonllrated 
argainfl:  the  prooeedii^  of  the  diet ;  and  the  difli- 
dents  began  to  form  confederacies  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  Th^y  were  joined  by 
many  difeontcnted  catholics,  and  affified  by  a 
large  body  of  Rciflian  troopsj  who  entered  Thom^ 
tsrhere  the  firfV  and  principal  confederacy  took  ite 
rife.  Alt  the  mediating  powers,  Great  Britain* 
Denmark,  Pruili^,-  and  Sweden,-  teftifiod  theii!^ 
tpprobation  of  (hefe  confederacies*  The  difpHtes 
ioon  began  to  embrace  other  objcdlfr  befidc  reli* 
gion ;  political  grievances  were  likewife  brought 
iorwafd  >  and  fevcral  confederaScie^  ftarted  up  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom  among  the,  catholic 
nobles  ;  all  of  whom  affedted  to  be  advocates  for 
toleration,  and  declared  their  intention?  of  fup- 
|K>rting  the  caufe  of  the  difiidents.  Prince  Rad- 
zivil,  who  had  fignaltzed  himfelf  in  oppc^fing  the 
king's  eledlien,  was  appointed  naarihal  to  all  the 
catholic  confederacies;,  united  in  one  formidable 
Affociatfon  tinder  the  appellation  of  malcontents. 
TJ)e  c«>aKtion  of  the  catholic  confederacy  with  that 
of  the  diiUdents,  faon  after  took  place  in  the  pa--^ 
lace  of  prince  Radzivil  at  Wariaw.  MeSsinwhite 
the  king  convoked  an  extiaordinaiy  diet,  as  the 
•nly  probable  mean;  to  prevent  a  ciyU  war^  ajxS 
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to  appeafe  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia,  whqfe  troops 
were  advanced  within  a  fmall  difiance  of  Wat- 
faw.  The  diet,  however,  which  was  fummoned 
for  the  purpofe  of  reconciling  the  oppolite  parties, 
failed  in  producing  the  intended  effeA;  the  bifhop 
of  Cracow  an^  his  partifans  inveighed  with  fuch 
bitterncfs  againft  the  preteniions  of  the  difRdents, 
and  againft  the  interference  of  foreign  poweis, 
that  Iw,  together  with  the  bifliop  of  Kiow,  and  * 
few  others^  the  moft  violent  of  their  party,  were 
arrcfted  in  the  night  of  the  15th  of  Oftobcr  1 767, 
by  a  (Corps  of  Ruffian  troops,  and  fent,  without 
trial,  to  Ruilia,  where  they  experienced  a  rigo- 
rous imprifonment  of  more  than  five  years. 

The  diet,  intimidated  by  the  fate  of  their  lead^ 
ing  members,  and  being  no  longer  inflamed  by 
their  eloquence,  appointed,  though  not  without 
ibme  altercation  and  tumult,  a  grand  committee 
to  adjuft  the  affairs  of  the  diflidents  in  ccmjunc^* 
tion  with  the  mediating  powers,  and  then  broke 
up.  -  This  grand  committee  exprefled  the  moft 
favourable  dilpolition  towards  the  diffidents,  and 
proposed  that  all  the  laws  enacted  againil  them 
ihoald  be  repealed^  and  their  ancient  privileges 
reftored.  Thefe  refolutions  being  laid  before  tke 
extraordinary  diet  which  was  convened  the  begins 
ning  of  the  following  year,  1768,  were  ratified 
almoil  without  oppofition.  This  ready  and  una** 
nimous  acquiefcence  of  the  diet  in  regulations 
totally  repugnant  to  the  ientiments  of  tiie  majo- 
rity, can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  dread  of 
the  Ruflian  troops  quartered  in  Warfaw,  and  the 
influence  of  bribes  judicioully  diflributed  by  the 
Ruflian  minifier.  The  operation  of  the  lame 
''cauies  rendered  the  diet  equally  compliant  in 
other  particulars  ;  and  induced  them  to  efiablifh 
feveral  pivil  regulations,   tending  to  perpetuate 
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the  defeAs  of  the  conftitution,  and  which  had  no 
other  recommendation  except  their  fubfervijency 
to  the  Ruffian  deligns  upon  Poland. 

The  nation  at  large  feemed  at  this  junAurc  to 
have  caught  the  fubiniffive  fpiritof  the  diet,  and 
received  the  new  .  edidts  with  every  fymptom  ^of 
cordiality.  Poland  feemed  to  enjoy  for  a  moment 
an  univerfal  tranquillity ;  but  it  was  that  fuUen 
tranquillity  which  precedes  a  tempeft,  and  an- 
nounces to  the  intelligent  obferyer  the  moil  vio- 
lent commotions. 

During  thefe  tranfadlions^  the  king,  without 
influence,  and  confequently  without  a  Ihadow  of 
authority,  was  one  moment  hurried  down  the 
popular  current,  and  the  next  forced  by  the  me- 
diating powers  to  accede  to  all  the  conditions 
which  they  laid  before  him  :  a  wretched  fltuation 
for  a  prince  of  his  fpirit  and  magnanimity,  and 
below  which  it  is  fcarcely  poflible  for  any  fovc- 
rcign  to  be  reduced.  But  more  grievous  fcenes 
yet  awaited  the  unfortunate  monarch:  he  was 
doiomed  to  behold  his  country  torn  to  pieces  by  the 
mofl  dreadful  of  all  calamities,  a  religious  war ; 
to  be  frequently  deprived  almoft  of  com^non  ne- 
Cdflaries ;  to  be  indebted  for  his  very  fubfiftence 
to  the  vohmtary  contributions  of  his  friends ;  to 
be  little  better  than  a  ftate  prifoner  in  his  capital ; 
to  be  carried  off  and  nearly  aflaffinated ;  to  fee 
his  faireft  provinces  wrefted  from  him ;  and, 
Anally,  to. depend,  for  his  own  fccurity  and  that 
of  his  fubjcdls,  upon  the  protedion  of  thpfe  very 
powers  who  had  difmembered  his  ^mpire. 

The  Ppliih  malcontents  could  certainly  alledgc 
fome  very  plauiible  caufes  of  diflatisfaftion.  The 
laws  paflcd  at  the  laft  diet  bore  a  greater  refem- 
blance  to  the  abfolute  mandates  of  a  Ruflian 
viceroy,  than  to  the  refolutions  of  a  free  aflexnbly. ' 
'    ■'   .    ■  '  The. 
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The  outrage  committed  upon  the  bifhop  of  Cra- 
cow and  his  adherents  entirely  lubvertcd  all  lir 
berty  of  debate ;  while  the  authoritative  manner 
in  which  the  mediating  powers  of  Berlin  and  Pe- 
terfburgh  liill  continued  to  interfere  in  the  affairs 
of  Poland,  threatdtied  a  morc^gricvous  fubjedliou. 
Thefe  ipecious  grounds  of  dilguft,  joined  to  an 
ill-timed  fi:)irit  of  difcontent  which  had  gone  fortli 
throughout  the  nation  againfl  the  king,  occa- 
fioncd  the  intefline  commotions  that  foon  reduced 
Poland  to  the  moil  dreadful  Itate  of  defol^tion. 

The  diet  had  not  long  been  diflblved,  before 
Ihe  indulgences  granted  to  the  diffidcnts  excited. 
a  general  difcontent  among  the  Roman  catholic 
party.  Several  confederacies  made  their  appear- 
ance toward  the  fronti<^rs  of  the  Tinkilh  empire 
in  defence  of  the  facrccl  catholic  faith  :  they  car- 
ried ftandards  before  them  highly  calculated  to 
inflame  the  zeal  of  the  populace ;  upon  fome  of 
thefe,  images  of  the  Virgin  Mary  and  the  infant 
Jefus  were  delineated ;  upon  others  the  Spread 
Eagle  of  Poland,  with  the,  mottos  "  Conqucft  or 
'*  Death," — "  For  religion  and  liberty."  Som« 
banners  bore  as  a  device  a  red  crofs,  under  w  hich 
was  infcribed  "  The  fymbol  of  vicSlory."  The 
private  foldiers  of  the  confederacy,  like  the  crufa- 
ders  of  old,  wore  a  crofs  interwoven  in  their 
'clothes.  One  party  of  thefe  infurgents  feized 
upon  the  fortrefs  of  Bar  in  Podolia,  and  another 
got  poflclTion  of  Cracow.  The  royal  troops,  who 
juarched  againfl  them,  were  either  routed  or  pre- 
vailed upon  to  join  them.  In  this  dreadful  crifis 
of  affairs,  the  fenate  petitioned  the  ambaflador 
ifrom  the  court  of  Peterfburgh  not  to  withdraw  tha 
Ruflian  troops  from  tlie  kingdom,  as  they  af- 
forded the  only  fecurity  againft  the  confederates  : 
Jhe  recjueft  was  readily  complied  with,  and  this 
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ynfortunate  country  became  the  theatre  of  tho 
moft  cruel  and  complicated  of  all  wars;  partly  ci- 
yil,  partly  religioUvS,  and  partly  foreign.  The 
confuiion,  devaftation,  and  civil  war,  continued 
in  Polapd  during  the  years  1^69,  1770,  and  1771, 
whereby  the  whole  face  of  tne  country  was  almoft 
deftroyed  ;  many  of  the  principal  popifli  families 
retired  into  foreign  flates  with  their  effe<9^s  ;  and 
had  it  not  been  for  a  body  of  Ruffian  troops,  which 
.{uSled  as  guards  to  the  king  at  Warfaw,  that  city 
had  likewife  exhibited  afcene  of  plunder  and  maf- 
^re.  To  thcfe  complicated  evils  were  added^ 
in  the  year  1 770,  that  moft  dreadfiil  fcourge,  the 

?^flilence,  which  Ipread  from  the  frontiers  of 
urkey  to  theadjoining provinces  of  Podolia,  Vol- 
hinia,  and  the  UJ:raine  ;  ancl  in  thefe  provinces  it 
is  laid  to  have  fwept  off  250,000  of  the  people. 
Meanwhile  fome  of  the  Polifh  confederates  inter- 
ceded with  the  Turks  to  affift  them  againft  their 
powerful  oppreffors  ;  and  a  war  enfued  between 
the  Ruffians  and  the  Turks  on  account  of  Poland* 
The  conduct  of  the  X3rand  Signior  and  of  the  Ot-»' 
toman  Porte  towards  the  diftreired  Poles  was 
juft  and  honourable,  and  the  very  reverie  of  that 
o{  their  Chriflian,  Catholic,  and  Apoftolic  i^eigh* 
bours. 

Among  the  various  atfts  of  cruelty  and  revenge 
which  diftinguilh  and  di(grace  this  part  of  the  Po- 
lifh hiflory,  one  event  is  too  confpicuous  to  be 
overlooked,  and  well  deferves  to  be  recorded  in 
the  mofl  particular  manner.  We  fhall  therefore 
copy  the  account  given  of  it  by  the  ingenious  Mr. 
WraxaJl,  whofe  name  is  well  known  in  the  lite- 
rary n  world,  and  who,  during  his  reiidence  at 
*  Warfaw,  obtained  the  moft  authentic  inforqiation 

upon  that  interefling  tranfaclion. 
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f *  In  the  midft  of  thcfe  turbulent  and  difaftrom 
^nes,"  (ays  he,  **  the  confederates  (who  ever  cqnfi- 
^ered  the  king  as  unlawfully  cleded,  and  whoinir 
puted  to  his  6ital  elevation  and  direction,  or  appro- 
bation, all  the  varipus  ills  under  which  the  Kingr 
fdom  groaned  from  the  Ruffian  oppreffion)  plannol 
•and  executed  one  of  the  fnofl  daring  enterpriies  of 
which  modern  hiflory  makes  mention.     I  mean 
the  attempt  to  afTaflinate  t\\t  king.  It  is  f^mewhat 
remarkable,  that  in  an  age  fo  hqmanifed,  {q  free 
from  the  enormous  and  flagitious  crimes  commoQ 
in  barbarous  centuries,  fo  enlightened  as  is  the 
prefent,  this  is  the  third  attempt  on  a  crowned 
head  in  my  remenabrance*.     Louis  XV.  Jofeph  L 
of  Portugal,  and   Stariiflaus  Auguftus,  all  nar- 
rowly efcaped  aflaflination.     As  the  attempt  on 
his  Polifh  majefly  was  perhaps  the  moft  atrocious, 
and  his  efcape  certainly  the  moft  extraordinary 
find  incredible  of  the  three,  I  fliall  be  as  minute 
as  ppflible  in  the  enumeration  of  all  the  principal 
circumftances  which  led  to^  and  which  attended 
this  remarkable  event. 

f<  A  Polifti  nobleman,  named  Pulafki,  a  ge- 
neral in  the  army  of  the  confederates,  was  the 
perfon  who  planned  the  atrocious  enterprile ;  dnd 
the  confpirators  who  carried  it  into  execution  were 
about  forty  in  number,  and  were  headed  by  three 
phiefe,  named  Lukawfki,  Strawenfki,  and  Ko» 
iinfki.  Thefe  three  chiefs  had  been  engaged  and 
hired  to  that  purpofe  by  Pulafki,  who  in  the  tqwn 
pf  Czetfchokow  in  great  Poland  obliged  them  t(^ 
fwear  in  the  moft  folemh  manner,  by  placing 
f heir  hands  between  his,  either  to  deliver  tne  kin^ 
alive  into  his  hands,  or,  in  cafe  that  was  impofliblei 

*  It  is  i^nfortun^rdy  in  our  power  to  add  to  this  number  iereral 
recent  inftaaces  of  regicide,  di6faited  by  4  diabolical  en^hufialin  for 
which  it  is  difficult  to  account* 
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to  put  him  to  death.  The  throe  chiefs  choib 
thirty-feven  perfons  to  accompany  them.  On  the 
2d  of  November,  about  a  month  after  they  had 
quitted  Czetfchokow,  they  obtained  admiffion 
into  Warfaw  unfufpec^ed  or  undifcovered,  by  the 
following  flratagem  r  They  diiguifed  themfelves 
as  peafants  who  came  to  fell  hay,  and  artfully  con- 
cealed their  faddles,  arms,  ana  cloaths  under  the 
loads  of  hay  which  they  brought  in  waggons,  the 
more  efFeftually  to  efcape  detedion. 
•  "  On  Sunday  night,  the  3d  of  September  1 7  7 1 , 
a  few  of  thefe  conlpirators  remained  in  the  Ikirts 
of  the  town  ;  and  the  other^  repaired  to  the  place 
of  rendezvous,  the  ftreet  of  the  capuchins,  where 
his  majefty  was  expedted  to  pais  by  about  his 
ufual  hour  of  returning  to  the  pa^lace.  The  king 
had  been  to  vifit  his  uncle  prince  Czartorilki^ 
grand  chancellor  of  Lithuania,  and  was  on  his  re- 
turn from  thence  to  the  palace  between  nine  and 
ten  o'clock.  He  was  in  a  coach,  accompanied 
by  at  leaft  fifteen  or  fixteen  attendants,  befide  aq 
aid-de-camp  in  the  carriage :  fearce  was  he  at  the 
difiance  of  two  hundred  paces  from  prince  Czar- 
toriiki's  palace,  when  he  was  attacked  by  the  con- 
spirators, who  commanded  the  coachman  to  flop 
on  pain^  of  inflant  death.  They  fired  feveral  ihci 
into  the  carriage,  one  of  which  paiTed  through  the 
J>ody  of  a  heyduc,  who  endeavoured  to  defend  his 
jnafler  from  the  violence  of  the  alTaflins.  Almoft 
all  the  other  perfons  *  who  preceded  and  accom- 
panied'his  majcfly  were  diiperfcd  ;  the  aid-de- 
pamp  abandoned  him,  and  attempted  to  conceal 

•  "  It  18  incredible  that  fuch  a  number  of  perfons  as  were  with 
.  Y\s  Poliib  majefty  on  that  memorable  night  fhould  all  fo  bafely 
abandon  him,  except  the  fingle  heyduc  who  was  killed,  and  who 
fo  bravely  dcfendea  his  malfcr.  This  man  was  a  proicftant ;  he 
^asnot  killed  on  the  fpot,  but  expired  next  morning  of  hiswounds^ 
^The  king  allows  a  pciuipn  to  hi^  widow  and  childrea/' 
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l^mfelf  by  flight.  Meanwhile  the  king  had 
opened  the  door  of  his  carriage  with  the  defign  of 
jcffedling  his  efcape  under  Ihelter  of  the  night, 
which  was  extremely  dark.  He.  had  even  alighted, 
\yhen  the  affaflins  feized  him  by  the  hair,  exclaim- 
ing with  horrible  execrations,  "  We  have  thee 
^^  now  ;  thy  hour  is  come.'*  One  of  them  dif- 
.charged  a  piftol  at  him  fo  very  near,  that  he  felt 
the  heat  of  tiic  flafh ;  while  another  cut  him  acrofs- 
the  head  with  his  fabre,  which  penetrated  to  the  * 
bone.  They  then  laid  hold  of  his  majefty  by  tlic 
collar,  and,  mounting  on  horfeback,  dragged 
him  along  the  ground  between  their  horfes  fit  full 
gallop  for  near  five  hundred  paces  through  th^ 
iireets  of  Warfaw  *. 

"  All  was  confufion  and  diforder  during  this 
time  at  the  palace,  where  the  attendants  who  had 
deferted  their  matter  had  fpread  the;  alarm.  The 
loot-guards  ran  immediately  to  the  fpot  from 
whence  the  king  had  been  conveyed,  but  they 
found  only  his  hat  all  bloody,  and  his  bag :  this 
increafed  their  apprehenfions  for  his  life.  The 
whole  city  was  in  an  uproar.  The  affaflins  pro- 
fited of  the  univerfal  confufion,  terror,  and  con- 
flernation,  to  bear  away  their  prize.  Finding, 
however,  that  he  was  incapable  of  following  them 

•  "  It  is  aflonifhing,  that,  in  the  number  of  balls  which  paflTed 
through  the  carriage,  not  one  fhould  hurt  or  wound  the  king.  Se- 
veral went  through  his  pelijley  or  fur  great  ct)at.  I  have  feen  this 
cloak,  and  the  holes  made  in  it  by  the  piftol  bullets.  Eveiy  part 
pf  the  cloaths  which  his  majefty  wore  on  that  night  are  caremlly 
preferred.  It  is  po  lefs  wonderful,  that  when  the  affaflins  had 
feized  on  tlie  king,  they  fhould  carry  h.m  through  fiich  a  number 
of  Itreets  without  being  ftoppcd.  A  Ruflian  centinel  did  hail  them  ^ 
biit,  as  they  anfwered  in  Ruffian,  he  allowed  them  to  pafs,  iir.a- 
gining  them  to  be  a  patrole  of  his  nation.  This  happened  at  fom^ 
Jliftance  from  the  place  where  they  had  carried  off  the  king.  The 
nieht  was  befides  exceedingly  dark,  and  Warfaw  has  no  lamps. 
All  thefe  circumftances  contribute  to  account  for  this  cxtraordi- 
pary  event.*' 
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on  foot,  and  that  he  had  already  almoft  loft  hift 
refpiration  from  the  violence  with  which  they  had 
dragged  him,  they  fet  him  on  horfeback  and 
then  redoubled  their  fpecd  for  fear  of  being  over- 
taken. When  they  came  to  the  ditch  which  fur- 
rounds  Warfaw,  they  obliged  him  to  leap  his 
'  horfe  over.  In  the  attempt  the  horfe  fell  twice, 
and  at  the  fecond  fall  broke  it«  leg.  They  then 
mountecf  his  majefly  upon  another,  ."  A  covered  a:j 
he  was  with  dirt. 

"  The  conipirfitors  had  no  Iborter  crofled  the 
djitch,  than  they  began  to  rifle  the  king,  tearingr 
pfFthc  Ord^r^  of  the  Blatk  Eagle  of  Pruiiia  whit  h 
he  wore  round  his  neck,  and  the  diamond  crois 
hanging  to  it.  He  r^qucfted  them  to  leave  his 
handkerchief,  which  they  confented  to  s  his  tab- 
Jets  cfcaped  their  rapacity.  A  great  number  of  the 
•flaffins  retired  after  having  thus  plundered  him, 

Srobably  with  intent  to  notify  to  their  relpedlive  Ica^ 
ers  the  fuccefs  of  their  enterprife,  and  the  king's 
arrival  as  a  prifoner'.  Only  fcven  remained  with 
him,  of  whom  Kofinflci  was  the  chief.  The  ni^ht 
was  exceedingly  dark  ;  they  were  abfolutely  igr  o- 
rant  of  the  way ;  and,  as  thehorfes  could  not  kt  cp 
thcif  legs,  they  obliged  his  majefty  to  follow  theai 
on  foot,  with  only  pne  ihoe,  the  other  being  lofl 
in  the  djrt« 

*•  They  cpptiqued  to  wander  through  the  open 
meadows,  without  following  any  certain  path,, 
Md  without  getting  to  any  diflance  from  Warfaw. 
^hey  agaiu  mounted  the  king  on  horfeback,  twQ 

•  «'  It  w^$  Lukawfki,  one  of  the  three  chieft  of  the  band,  wh« 
lore  off  the  ribbon  of  the  Black  Eagle,  which  His  Prufiian  majefty 
hskd  conferred  on  the  king  when  he  was  Count  Poniatowflci.  On* 
of  his  mbtivet  fordoing  this  was,  by  (hewing  the  Order  of  the 
Plack  Badf  to  Pulalki  and  the  confederatesi  to  prove  to  them  in- 
conteftab^  that  the  king  was  in  their  liandSf  and  on  hi$  way. '  Lur 
k|H(ki> was  afterwards  executed." 
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tof  them  holding  him  on  each  fide  by  the  hand^ 
and  a  third  leading  hishorfeby  tlie  bridle.  In  this 
manner  they  were  proceeding,  when  his  majefty 
i&ilding  they  had  taken  the  road  which  led  to  a  viU  ' 
lage  called  Burakow,  warned  them  not  to  enter 
it,  becaufe  there  were  fome  Ruffians  ftationed  in 
that  place  who  might  probably  attempt  to  refcue 
him  *.     Finding  nimfelf^  however,  incapable  of 
accompanying  the  affaffins  in  the  painful  pofture 
in  which  they  held  him  kept  down  on  the  faddle, 
he  requefied  them,  Unce  ihcy  were  determined  to 
oblige  him  to  proceed,  at  leaft  to  give  him  another 
horfe  and  a  boot-^f^*     This  rcqueft  they  complied 
with  ;   and  continuing  their  progrefs  through  al- 
tnoft  impaifable  lands,  without  any  road,  and  ig-^ 
Dorant  of  their  w^y,  they  at  length  found  them- 
Iclves  in  the  wood  of  Bielany,  only  a  league  dif- 
tant  from  Warfaw,     From   the  time  they  had 
paffed  the  ditch  they  repeatedly  demanded  of  Ko- 
linlki,  their  chief,  it  it  was  not  yet  time  to  put  the 
king  to  death ;  and  thcfe  demands  were  reiterated 

•  «<  This  intimation,  which  the  king  gave  to  his  affaififts,  may 
at  firft  fight  appear  extraordinary  and  unaccountable,  but  was  re- 
ally dictated  by  the  greateft  addrefs  and  jiidgmt*nt.  He  appre- 
hended with  reafon,  that,  on  the  fight  of  a  Radian  guard,  they 
Would  inftantly  put  him  to  death  with  their  fabres,  and  fly;  whereas 
by  informing  them  of  the  danj;er  they  incurred,  he  in  fome  mea- 
fore  gained  their  confidence :  m  eife6t,  this  behaviour  of  the  king 
ftemed  to  fofre n  them  a  little,  and  made  them  believe  he  did  not 
wean  to  efcape  from  them." 

f  **  The  king  in  his  fpeech  to  the  diet  on  the  trial  of  the  confpi- 
lutorSy  interceded  ftrongly  for  Kofiniki,  or  John  Kutfma,  to  whom 
he  gratefuUv  exprefles  himfelf  indebted  for  thefe  favours  in  the  fol- 
hiwmg  wor^s : 

**  As  I  was  in  the^hands  of  the  aflaflins,  I  heard  tliem  repeatedly 
aflL  John  Kutfmay  if  they  fliould  not  aflaflinate  me,  but  he  always 
prevented  them.  He  was  the  firft  who  perfuaded  them  to  behave 
to  mfc  with  greater  gentlenefs,  and  obhged  them  to  confer  upon 
ibe  fome  fervkres  which  I  then  greatly  wanted ;  namely,  one  to' 
give  me  a  cap,  and  a  fecond  a  boot,  which  at  that  time  were  no 
tiTiflihg  prcfents :  for  the  cold  air  greatly  affedted  the  wound  in  my 
head;  %nd  my  foot,  which  was  covered  with  blood,  gave  me  in- 
espuffible  torture,  which  continued  every  moment  increadng." 
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in  proportion  to  the  obftacles  and  difficulties  tbey* 
encountered. 

^'  Meanwhile  the  confufion  and  confternation 
increafed  at  Warfaw.  The  guards  were  afraid  to 
purfue  the  confpirators,  left  terror  of  being  over- 
taken fhould  prompt  them  in  the  darknefe  to  maf- 
lacre  the  king  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  by  not 
purfuing  they  might  give  them  time  to  rfcapc 
with  their  prize  beyond  the  poffibility  of  affift- 
ance.  Several  of  the  firft  nobility  at  length 
mounted  on  horfeback,  and,  following  the  tradl  of 
the  aflaflins,  arrived  at  the  place  where  his  ma* 
jefty  had  pafled  the  ditch.  There  they  found  his 
pelije,  which  he  had  loft  in  the  precipitation  with 
which  he  was  hurried  away :  it  was  bloody,  and 
pierced  with  holes  made  by  -the  balls  or  fabres. 
This  convinced  them  that  he  wis  no  more. 

"  The  king  was  ftill  in  the  hands  of  the  fevcn 
remaining  affaffins,  who  advanced  with  him  into 
the  wood  of  Bielany,  when  they  were  luddenly 
alarmed  by  a  Ruffian  patrole  or  detachment.  In- 
ilantly  holding  council,  four  of  them  difappeared, 
leaving  him  with  the  other  three,  who  compelled 
him  to  walk  on.  Scarce  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after^ 
a  fecond  Ruffian  guard  challenged  them  anew. 
Two  of  the  affaffins  then  fled,  and  the  king  re- 
mained alpne  with  Kofinlki  the  chief,  both  on 
foot.  His  majefty,  exhaufted  with  all  the  fati^e 
which  he  had  undergone,  implored  his  conducior 
to  flop,  and  fuffer  him  to  take  a  moment's  repofe. 
Kofinfki  refufcd  it,  menacing  him  with  his  naked 
labre ;  and  at  the  fame  time  informed  him,  that 
beyond  the  wood  they  Ihould  find  a  carriage. 
They  continued  their  walk,  till  they  came  to  the 
door  of  the  convent  of  Bielany.  Kofinfki  ap- 
peared loft  in  thought,  and  fo  much  agitated  by 
nis  reflexions,  that  the  king  perceiving  his  dif- 
,  £  order^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY  OP   POLAND.  gij 

brdct,  arid  obierving  that  he  wandered  without 
knowing  the  road,  faid  to  him,  "  I  fee  you  arc 
^^  at  a  loft  which  way  to  proceed.  Let  me  cn- 
"  ter  the  convent  of  Bielany,  and  do  you  providd 
"  for  your  own  fafety."  "  No,'*  replied  Kofin^ 
Iki,  "  I  have  fworn.*" 

"  They  proceeded  till  they  came  to  Marie- 
mont,  a  fmall  palace  belonging  to  the  houfc  of 
Saxony,  not  above  half  a  league  fiom  Warfaw: 
here.  Kofinlki  betrayed  fome  fatisfaftion  at  finding 
where  he  was,  and  the  king  Hill  demanding  an 
inftarif  s  repofe,  he  confented  at  length.  They  fat 
down  together  on  the  ground,  and  the  king  em- 
ployed (hefe  moments  in  endeavouring  to  foften 
nis  conduAor,  and  induce  him  to  favour  or  per- 
mit his  efcape.  His  majefty  reprefented  the  atro- 
city of  the  crime  .he  had  committed  in  attempting 
to  murder  his  Ibvereign,  and  the  invalidity  of  an 
oath  taken  to  perpetrate  fo  heinous  an  a<5lion : 
Kofinlki  lent  attention  to  this  difcourfe,  and  be- 
gan to  betray  fome  marks  of  remorfe.  "  But,** 
faid  he,  "  if  I  fliould  confent  and  reconduft  yoa 
**  to  Warfaw,  what  will  be  the  confequencc  ? — 
**  I  Ihall  be  taken  and  executed  !" 

*  IConniki  afterwards  confefled,  that  he  was  fent  by  Pulafki, 
with  the  other  confpirators,  to  take  the  king  alive  or  dead  :  and 
that  he  engaged  them  to  the  execution  of  their  defign  by  the  fol- 
lowing odth,  before  the  miraculous  image  of  the  Holy  Virgin  : 

^*  We,  being  excited  by  a  holy  and  religious  zeal,  have  taken  a 
firm  and  unfhaken  refolution  to  revenge  the  caufe  of  the  divinity, 
religion,  and  our  country,  which  has  been  injured  by  the  tyrant 
Sianiiiaus  Auguftus,  defpifer  tff*  laws  divhie  and  human,  ufurper 
of  the  throne  of  Poland^  promoter  of  atheifts  and  heretics,  trai- 
tor to  his  country,  opprelTor  ot  the  nation,  and  a  vile  inftrumeat 
of  foreign  ambition  and  injuAlce,  do  fwear  and  promife,  before  the 
facred  and  miraculous  image  of  the  mother  of  God,  toTacrificeouK 
fortunes,  lives,  and  families,  in  order  to  extirpate  from  the  earth 
one  who  dishonours  it,  by  trampling  under  foot  the  refpe^^  due  to 
^he  divinity,  religion,  and  the  privileges  of  ihfi  aaUQn,  So  help 
iifi  God» 
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**  This  Tcfle^lion  plunged  Him  into  new  uncers 
tainty  and  embarraflment.     ^'  I  give  you  my 
«  word,**  anfwfercd  his  majcAy,  "  that  you  fhall 
•^  iuffer  no  harm  ;   but  if  you  doubt  my  prcMuife, 
^  •*  eicape  while  there  is  yet  time,   I  can  find  my 
«•  way  to  fomc  place  of  fecurity  ;  and  I  will  cer- 
•*  taiuly  dirc(5l  your  purfuers  to  take  the  contrary 
**  road  to  that  which  you  have  cbofcti.**     Kolin- 
ikt  could  not  any  longer  contain  himicl^  buf| 
throwing  himleltat  the  king's  feet,  Smplor^  for- 
givencfe  for  the  crime  he  had  committed;  and 
fwore  to  protc6l  him  agamfi  every  enemy,  relying 
totally  on  his  generolity  for  pardon  and  preferva- 
tion.   His  majefty  reiterated  to  him  his  aflurances 
offafety*    Judging,  however,  that  it  wa^  prudent 
to  gaui  fome  afylum  without  delay,  and  recollei^;* 
ing  that  there  was  a  mill  at  fome  coniiderable  dif^ 
tance,  he  immediately  made  towards  it.    Kofin*^ 
iki  knqcked,  but  in  vain  ;  no  anfwer  was  given: 
he  then  broke  a  pane  of  glafs  in  the  window,  and 
entreated  for  Ihelter  to  a  nobleman  who  had  been 
plundered  by  robbers.     The  miller  refufcd,  fup- 
pofing  them  to  be  banditti,  and  continued  for 
more  than  h^lf  an  hour  toperfift  in  his  denial:  At 
length  the  king  approached,  and  (peaking  through 
the  broken  pane,  endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  to 
admit  them  under  his  roof;  adding,  "  if  wc  weit 
"  robbers,  as  you  fuppofc,  it  would  be  very  csiCy 
**  for  tis  to  break  the  whole  window,  inftead  of 
•*  one  pane  of  glals/*     This  argument  prevailed. 
They  at  length  opened  the  door,  and  admitted  his 
majcfly.     He  immediately  wrote  a  note  to  gene- 
ral Coccei,  colonel  of' the  foot-guards.     It  was  li- 
terally as  follows  :  **  Par  un  efpece  de  mirackje  futs 
••  fauvS  des  mains  des  a£affins.    Jefuis  iciau  petit  mou^ 
••  /in  de  Marismont.     Fenez  an  pktot  me  tirer  d'id 
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^'  %Jids  hup,  fftais  pas  fort  *."  It  was  with  the'' 
greatefl:  difficulty,  however,  that  the  king  could 
periuade  any  one  to  carry  this  note  to  Warfaw, 
OS  the  people  of  the  mill,  imagining  thai:  he  was 
a  nobleman  who  had  juft  been  plundered  by  rob- 
bers, were  afraid  of  falling  in  with  the  troop.  Ko^ 
iinfki  then  offered  to  rcftore  every  thing  he  had 
taken;  but  his  majefly  left  him  all,  except  the 
blue  ribbon  of  the  White  Eagle. 

^*  When  the  meffcnger  arrived  with  the  note> 
the  afioniihment  and  joy  was  incredible.  Coc- 
cci  inftantly  rode  to  the  mill)  followed  by  a  de- 
tachment ot  the  guards.  He  met  Koiiniki  at  the 
door  with  his  iabre  drawn,  who  admitted  him  aA 
fbon  as  he  knew  him.  Ttie  king  had  funk  into  a 
fleej>  caufed  by  his  iatigue,  and  was  Ilretched  on 
the  ground,  covered  with  the  miller^s  cloak.  Cocxrci 
immediately  threw  himfelf  at  his  miijeliy's  feet, 
calling  him  his  Ibvereign,  and  killing  his  hand^ 
It  is  not  eafy  to  paint  or  dcfcribe  the  aftonifhment 
of  the  miller  and  his  family,  w^io  inftintly  imitated 
Coccei's  example,  by  throwing  themfelves  on  their 
knees  "f-.  The  king  returned  to  Warfaw  in  general 
Coccei's  carriage,  and  reached  the  palace  about 
five  in  the  morning.  His  wound  was  found  not 
to  be  dangerous ;  and  he  foon  recovered  the 
bruifcs  and  injuries  which  he  had  lufFered  during 
this  memorable  night. 

"  So  extraordinary  an  efcape  is  fcarce  to  be  paral-  • 

•  <*  By  a  kind  of  miracle  I  am  efcaped  from  the  hands  of  alTaf- 
fins.  I  am  now  %t  the  mill  of  Mariemont.  Come  as  foon  as  pof* 
fible,  and  tsflLe  roe  from  hence.  I  am  wounded>  but  not  danger-* 
oufly." 

t  **  1  have  been  at  thb  mill,  rcndetcd  memorable  by  fo  fiogu- 
lar  an  event.  It  is  a  wretched  Polifh  hovel,  at  a  diftance  frdm  any 
houfe.  The  king  has  rewarded  the  miller  to  the  extent  of  hi» 
ivifhes,  in  building  him  a  mill  upon  the  Viilu\a;  and  allowing  him 
a  fmall  peniion«'* 
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leled  in  hiftory,  and  affords  ample  matter  of  won- 
der and  furprife.  Scarce  could  the  nobility  or 
people  at  Warfaw  credit  the  evidence  of  their  fenfes 
when  they  faw  him  retorn.  Certainly  neither 
theefcape  of  the  king  of  France  from  Damien,  or 
of  the  king  of  Portugal  from  the  confpiracy  of  the 
duke  d'Aveiro,  were  equally  amazing  or  impro- 
bable as  that  of  the  king  of  Poland.  I  have  re- 
lated it  very  minutely,  and  from  authorities  the 
bigheft  and  moft  inconteflable. 
•  ^^  It  is  natural  to  inquire  what  is  become  of  Ko^ 
finiki,  the  man  who  faved  his  majefty's  life,  and 
the  other  confpirators.  He  was  born  in  the  pala- 
tinate of  Cracow,  and  of  mean  extradlion  :  having 
affumed  the  name  of  Kofiniki*,  which  is  that  of 
a  noble  family,  to  give  himfelf  credit.  He  had 
been  created  an  officer  in  the  troops  of  the  con- 
federates under  Pulalki.  It  would  feem  as  if  Ko- 
iinfki  began  to  entertain  the  idea  of  prcferving  the 
king's  life  from  the  time  when  Lukawlki  and 
Strawenfki  abandoned  him  ;  yet  he  had  great 
llruggles  with  himfelf  before  he  co^ld  rcfolve  on 
this  conduft,  after  the  folemn  engagements  into 
which  he  had  entered.  Even  after  he  had  con- 
duced the  king  back  to  Warfaw,  he  exprefTed 
more  than  once  his  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  what 
be  had  done,  and  fome  remorfe  for  having  de- 
ceived his  employers. 

^*  Lukawlki  and  Strawenfki  were  both  taken, 
and  feveral  of  the  other  alTaflins.  At  his  ma- 
jefly's  peculiar  requefl  and  entreaty ,-  the  diet  re- 
mitted the  capital  punifhment  of  the  inferior  con- 
fpirators, and  condemned  them  to  work  for  life  on 
Ac  fortifications  of  Kaminiee,  where  they  now 

*  <<Hu  reaTname  was  Joh»  Kiitima/*' 
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kr^.  By  his  interceflion  likewife  with  the  diet, 
the  horrible  ptinifliment  knd  various  modes  of  tor- 
ture, which  the  laws  of  Poland  decree  and  inflidl 
on  regicides,  were  ihitigated  ;  and  both  Lukaw- 
Iki  and  Strawenfki  were  only  limply  beheaded. 
Kofinlki  was  detained  under  a  very  flrift  confine- 
ment, and  obliged  to  give  Evidence  agairift  his  two 
Companions.  A  perfon  of  diftindlion,  who  faw 
them  both  die,  has  affured  me  that  nothing  could 
be  more  noble  and  manly  than  all  Lukawlki's 
coiidudl  previotis  to  his  death.  When  he  was 
tarried  to  the  place  of  execution,  although  his 
body  was  almoft  extenuated  by  the  fcverity  of  his 
confinement,  diet,  and  treatment,  his  fpirit  un- 
fubdued  raifed  him  above  the  terrors  of  an  infa- 
mous and  public  execution.  He  had  not  been 
permitted  to  Ihave  his  beard  while  in  prifon,  and 
liis  drefs  was  Iqualid  to  the  gfeateft  degree  ;  yet 
none  of  thefc  humiliations  could  deprefs  his  mind. 
With  a  grandeur  df  foul  worthy  of  a  better  caufe, 
but  which  it  was  impoffible  not  to  admire,  he  re- 
fufedto  fcfe  or  embrace  the  traitor  Kofi  nfki.  When 
conducted  to  the  fcene  bf  exectition,  which  was 
about  a  mile  from  Warfaw,  he  betrayed  no  emo- 
tions of  terror  or  unmanly  fear.  He  made  a 
Hiort  harangtie  to  the  multitude  aflembled  upon 
the  occalion,  in  which  he  by  no  means  expreflcd 
any  forrow  for  his  paft  condudt,  or  contrition  for 
his  attempt  on  the  king,  which  he  probably  re- 
garded as  meritorious  and  patriotic.  His  head  was 
fevered  from  his  body. 

"  Strawenlk}  was  beheaded  at  the  fame  time, 
but  he  neither  harangued  the  peopFc,  nor  lliewed 
any  figns  of  contrition.  Pulafki,  who  commanded 
one  of  the  many  corps  of  confederate  Poles  then 
in  arms,  and  who  was  the  great  agent  and  pro- 
Y  2  '  motcr 
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motef  of  the  affaifination,  is  ftill  alive  *,  tho^gb 
an  outlaw  axid  an  exik.  He  is  did,  even  by  the 
Ruffians,  his  enemies^  to  poffefs  military  talents 
of  a  very  fuperior  nature ;  nor  were  they  ever 
aJbk  to  t^e  him  prifoner  during  the  civil  war. 

•*  To  return  to  Kofinfki,  the  man  who  laved 
the  king's  life.  About  ^  week  after  Lukawlla 
and  Stcawenlki's  execution,  he  was  fent  by  hi^ 
majefty  out  of  Poland.  He  now  reiides  at  Se- 
ipigaUia,  in  the  papal  territories,  where  he  en- 
Joys  an  annual  pcnfion  from  the  king.*' 

To  the  foregoing  account  by  Mr.  Wraxall^ 
Mr.  Coxe  furnifhes  us  with  a  very  intercfting  fe- 
quel. 

"  Upon  general  Coccei's  arrival  at  the  mill  (fays 
JMr.  Coxe)  the  firft  queltion  which  his  majefty 
alked  was,  whether  any  of  his  attendants  had 
fufFered  fi'om  the  aflaffins ;  and,  upon  being  in- 
formed that  one  of  the  heyducs  was  killed  upon 
the  Ijpot,  and  apother  dangcroufly  wounded,  his 
mind,  naturally  feeling,  now  rendered  more  fuf- 
ceptible  by  his  late  danger,  was  greatly  affected; 
and  his  joy  at  his  own  elcape  was  confiderably 
diminillicd. 

"  Upon  his  return  toWarfaw,  the  flreets  through 
which  he  pafled  were  illuminated  with  torches, 
and  crowded  by  an  immenfe  concpurfe  of  peo- 
ple, who  followed  him  to  the  palace,  crying  out 
inceflantly.,  "  The  king  is  alive.'''  Upon  his  en- 
tering the  palace,  the  doors  were  flung  open, 
and  perlbns  of  all  ranks  were  admitted  to  ap- 
proach his  perfon,  and  to  felicitate  him  upon 
his  efqape.     The  fcenc,  as  1  have  been  informed 

•  After  the  conclufion  of  thefc  troubles,  Pulaiki  efcaped  ht>in 
Poland,  and  repaired  to  America  :  he  diftinguiflied  himlelf  in  the 
American  fervice,  and  was  killed  in  the  attempt  to  force  the  firi- 
tifh  lines  at  the  fiege  gf  Sa vanish  la  1779.— -Mc.  Cox£«. 
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hy{cvtetdl,.o(  the  nobyky  who  were  ffrcfent,  was 
affecting  beyo«id  dcicription.  Every  one  ftrug- 
gled  to  get  ncaF  him  to  kife  his  hand,  or  even  to 
touch  his  doaths:  all  were  fo  tranfported  with: 
Joy,  that  they  even  loaded  Koflnfti  with  carefFes, 
and  caHcd  him  the  faviour  of  their  kitig.  Hi« 
Hiajefty  was  fo  afFe<fted  with  thefe  iigns  of  zeal 
and  affection,  that  he  exprefled,  in  the  m6A 
fechng  manner,  his  ftrong  fenfe  of  thefe  proofsr 
of  their  attachment,  and  declared  it  was  the 
hapfHeft  hour  of  his  whole  life.  In  this  mo- 
ment of  rapture,  he  forgot  the  dangers  he  had 
avoided  and  the  wounds  he  had  received:  and 
as  every  one  feemed  anxious  to  learn  the  circum- 
ftances  of  his  efcape,  he  would  not  fuffer  his 
wounds  to  be  incited  and  drefled  before  he 
liad  bimfelf  fatisfied  their  impatience,  by  relating 
the  difHcuhies  and  dangers  he  had  undergone. 
Duiring  the  recital,  a  perfon  unacquainted  with 
the  language  might  have  difcovered  the  various 
events  of  the  ftory  from  the  changes  of  exprefr 
fton  in  the  countenances  of  the  by-ftanders, 
which  di^layed  the#mofl:  fudden  alterations  from 
terror  to  compaffion,  from  compaffion  to  afto- 
niihment,  and  from  aftoniihment  to  rapture; 
while  the  univerfal  lilence  was  only  broken  by 
fighs  and  tears  of  joy. 

^  The  king  having  finifhed  the  account,  aj^ain 
repeated  his  affuranees  of  gratitude  and  ^ffeftion 
for  the  unfeigned  proofs  they  had  given  of  their 
loyalty;  and  difraifled  them,  by  adding,  that  he 
hoped  he  had  been  thus  miraculouily  pre(crvc4 
by  Divine  Providence  for  no  other  purpofe  than 
to  purfue  with  additional  zeal  the  good  of  his 
country,  which  had  ever  been  the  great  objcit  of 
bid  atteA^ion, 
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*f  Being  now  left  alone,  his  majefty  permitted 
the  furgeons  to  examine  the  wound  in  his  heaid. 
Upon  cutting  away  the  Ikin,  it  appeared  that  the 
bone  was  hurt,  but  not  dangeroufly:  from  the 
quantity  of  clotted  blood,  the  operation  of  dref- 
ling  was  tedious  and  painful,  and  was  fiibniitted 
to  by  the  king  with  great  patience  and  magnani- 
mity. The  furgeons  propofed  at  firfl:  to  bleed 
him  in  the  foot;  but  they  laid  afide  this  inten- 
tion, upon  finding  both  his  feet  fwollen  con- 
fiderably,  and  covered  with  bliliers  and  bruifes. 

*^  Tlie  family  of  the  heyduc,  who  had  laved 
the  king's  life  by  the  lofs  of  his  own,  was  am- 
ply provided  for:  his  body  was  buried  with 
great  pomp;  and  his  majefty  erc6led  an  handr 
lome  monument  to  liis  memor)%  with  an  elegant 
infcription  exprefiivc  of  the  maii'*s  fidelity  and 
of  liis  own  gratitude." 

The  Englifli  tranflation  of  this  infcription  is 
as  follows: 

"  Here  lies  George  Henry  Butzau,  who,  on- 
"  the  3d  of  November  1771,  oppofing  his  own 
*^  brcall  to  fhicld  Staniflaus  Au^uflus  from  the 
*'  weapons  of  nefarious  parricides,  was  pierced 
*^  with  repeated  wounds,  and  glqi'ioufly  expired. 
^^  The  king,  lamenting  the  death  of  a  faithful 
'^  fubjedl,  erec^i-cd  this  monument,  as  a  tribute 
"  to  him,  and  an  example  to  otiiera." 

Thus  far  Mr.  Coxe,  The  foreign  Gazettes  of 
the  time  have  recorded,  that  ^s  foon  as  the  king 
was  fufficiently  recovered,  he  wrote  an  account 
of  his  (Janger  and  miraculous  efcape  to  the  cni^ 
prefs  of  Ruflia  ancj  to  the  king  of  Pruffi^.  The 
anfwer  of  theJatter  was  as  follows: 
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"  Sir  and  Brother, 

*'  Your  majefty  has  cauled  me  to  feel  the  ef- 
fefts  of  my  true  fenfibility,  by  believing  that  I 
fliould  be  touched  to  the  quick  at  the  danger 
you  were  expofed  to  on  the  3d  of  November,  by 
the  horrid  attempt  againft  your  perfon  and  life. 
I  heard  the  news  of  it  with  the  grcateft  emotion. 
A  plot  fo  deferving  of  punifhment,  in  regard  to 
its  atrocioufnefs,  and  fo  feditious,  by  the  un- 
heard-of .circumftances  that  accompanied  the 
execution  of  it,  will  for  ever  cover  with  Ihamc 
the  author  of  it,  as  well  as  his  accomplices." 
This  is- an  affair  in  which  all  fbvereigns  are  con- 
cerned; and  that  ftroke,  as  bafe  as  inhuman,  on* 
the  part  of  the  Confederates,  defcrves  that  all  the 
powers  of  Europe  fhould  unite  in  taking  a  lig- 
nal  vengeance  for  the  enormous  deed  they  have 
rendered  themfelves  guilty  of.  The  only  com- 
fort and  fatisfaftion  we  have  is,  that  your  majef- 
ty's  life  is  out  of  danger,  and  that  you  will  foon 
be  well.  I  am  glad  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 
congratulate  you  fincerely  on  your  deliverance, 
and  to  aflurc  you  again,  on  fo  important  an  occ 
cafion,  of  the  high  cfteem  and  friendfhip  with 
which  I  am  your  good  brother. 

(Signed) 

"    FREDfiRIC.*\ 

The  reader  will  prqbably  exclaim,  with  us, 
O'l  fific  omnia  dixijfet ! 

The  following  year,  1772,  it  appeared  that 
the  fame  king  of  Pruflia,  the^Auftrian  emperor 
and  emprefs  queen,  and  the  eraprefs  of  Ruffia, 
had  entered  into  an  alliance  to  divide  and  dif- 
membef  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  and  the  fcheme 
was  planned  with  fuch  proibund  fecrecy,  that  it 
Y  4      ,  was 
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Was  fcwcely  fufpedted  before  it  wa$  carried  into 
execution.  Poland  had  long  derived  its  princi- 
pal fecurity  from  its  peculiar  fituation  between 
three  great  powers,  each  eqi^ally  intereftcd  to 
prevent  the  others  frotQ  acquiring  any  increafe' 
of  ftrength  or  addition  of  territory:  the  union 
of  thefe  rival  potentates  was  cpnfidered  as  a  cir-r 
cumftance  nearly  impoilible ;  and  Ihould  fuch  an 
unexpected  union  take  place,  it  was  thought  in- 
credible that  the  other  princes  of  Europe  would 
Eaflively  fubqait  to  a  material  ^Iteration  ii)  the 
glance  of  power. 
Treaties  \ipon  treaties,  and  negoclations  upon 
negociations,  had  guarantied  to  Poland  the  pof. 
femon  of  her  territory;  and  the  very  three  pow- 
fcrs  who  difmembered  her  provinces  had,  at  the 
prefent  king's  acceffion,  folemnly  renounced  all 
fight  and  title  to  any  part  of  the  Polifh  domi- 
nions *.  But  treaties  and  guaranties  £|re  in  gene- 
ral 

•  In  1764,  the  cmprefs  of  Ruflia  tranfmitted  to  the  court  of 
Warfaw  an  a6l  of  renunciation,  figned  with  her  own  hand,  and 
fealed  with  the  feal  of  the  empire;  wherein  fhe  declares,  That 
fhe  did  by  no  means  arrogate  either  to  herfelf,  her  heirs  and  fuc- 
cclTors,  or  to  her  empire,  any  right  or  claim  to  the  diftji6ls*or 
territories  which  were  a«^luaily  in  golfeffion,  or  fubjeft  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  or  great  duchy  of  Lithuania; 
but  tnat,  on  the  contrary,  her  faid  majefty  would  guarantee  to 
the  faid  kingdom  of  Poland  and  duchy  of  Lithuania  all  the  im- 
munities, lands,  territories,  and  diftrifts,  which  the  faid  king- 
dom and  duchy  ought  by  right  to  polTefs,  or  did  now  a6luaU7 
^efs;^  and  would  at  all  times,  and  forever,  maintain  them  in 
le  full  and  free  enjoyment  thereof,  againft  the  attempts  of  ail 
and  every  one  who  fliould  at  any  time,  or  on  any  pretext,  en- 
deavour to  difpolTefs  them  of  the  f^ime.  In  the  fame  year  did 
the  king  of  Pruflia  fign,  with  his  own  hand,  an  aft,  wherein  be 
declared.  That  he  had  no  claims,  formed  no  pre  tenfions  on  Po- 
land, i-r  any  part  thereof:  that  he  renounced  all  claims  on  that 
kingdom,  eith'^r  as  king  of  Pruflia,  eleitor  of  Brandenburg,  or 
duke  of  PGmerania.  In  the  fame  inftrument  he  guarantees,  fi\ 
the  molt  folemn  manner,  the  territories  and  rights  of  Poland 
againit  tvery  power  -vha'tever  The  emprefs-qucen  of  Hun- 
gary, fc  late  as  the  month  of  Ja'iiiary  1771,  wrote  a  letter  with 
her  own  hand  to  the  king  of  Poland,  in  wliidi  flic-gavc  him  the 
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ral  only  adhered  to  until  tbey  can  be  broken 
\¥ith  fafety :  the  only  efFe^al  loethod  for  any 
ilate  to  fecure  its  dominions,  is  to  make  itfelf  re^ 
fpeAableby  ks  ibength  and  tuismiHiity,  and  to 
oe  prepared  againft  any  attacks. 

The  natural  ftrength  of  Poland,  if  properly 
exerted,  would  have  formed  a  Httore  certain  bul- 
wark againft  the  ambition  of  her  neighbours 
than  the  faith  of  treaties,  or  an  attention  in  the 
other  European  nations  to  the  balance  of  power. 
And  it  is  extremely  worthy  of  remark,  that  of  Ihe 
three  partitioning  powers,  ,Prufiia  *  was  formerly 

ilronjreil  aflTuniDces,  That  her  friendihip  for  him  and  the  republic 
was  nrm  and  unalterable :  that  the  motion  of  her  troops  ought 
not  to  aUrm  him ;  that  (be  had  never  entertained  a  thought  of 
feizing  any  part  of  his  dominions,  nor  would  even  fuffer  any- 
other  power  to  do  it.^— From  which,  according  to  the  political 
jri^ed  of  princes,  we  may  infer,  that  to  guarantee  the  rights, 
liberties,  and  revenues  of  a  Hate,  means  to  annihilate  thder  Ji- 
bertiesy  feize  upon  thofe  rights,  and  appropriate  thofe  revenues 
to  their  own  uie.  Such  is  the  faith  of  princes,  the  inftability  of 
human  politics,  and  of  human  aifairsl 

•  In  the  13th  century,  aTl  Pruflia  belonged  to  the  it ntghts  of 
the  Teutonic  order.  In  1454,  t^at  parti  fince  denominated  Po- 
lifti  or  Weftern  Pruflia,  revolted  to  Cafimir  IV.  and  was  after- 
wards incorporated  into  the  dominions  of  the  republic;  at  the 
/ame  time,  the  knights  were  conftrained  to  hold  the  remaining 
part,  called  Eaftern  Pruflia,  as  a  fief  of  the  crown  of  Poland. 
In  1525,  Eaftern  Pruflia  was  erefted  into  an  hereditary  duchy, 
and  given  to  Albert  of  Brandenburg,  as  a  Polifh  fief.  Upon  hi$ 
lleath,  it  fell  to  his  fon  Albert  Frederick,  who  being  impaired  ii^ 
his  faculties,  the  adminiftrationVas  vcfted  firftln  Joachim  Frede- 
rick cleftor  of  Brandenburg,  and  afterwards  in  Joachim's  fon 
John  Sigifmond,  who  had  married  Albert's  dsnighter.  Upot^ 
the  demife  of  Albert  without  male  heirs,  John  Sigifmond,  whq 
fncceeded  to  the  duchy  of  Pruflia,  did  homage  for  tha^  dufchy  a^ 
a  vaflal  of  the  republic.  His  grandfon,  Frederick  William,  the 
great  Eleftor,  was  the  firft  duke  of  PruflTia  releafed  from  fhi^ 
badge  of  feudal  dependence  bv  John  Cafimir;  Eaflem  Pmflijj 
being  declared  a  fovereign,  independent,  and  hereditary  duchy. 
Frederick,  fon  of  Frederick  William  the  Great,  afliimed  the 
title  of  King  of  Pruflia,  which,  however,  the  Poles  never  ac- 
]cnow)edged  until  i7^4|   at  the  acceflion  of  Staniflaus  Auguf? 
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in  a  ftate  of  vaflalage  to  the  republic;  Ruffia* 
o!ice  faw  its  capital  ^nd  throne  pofTefled  by  the 
Poles;  and  Auftiia,  fcarce  a  century  ago,  was 
indebted  to  a  fovereign-f*  of  this  country  for  the 
prefervation  of  its  metropolis,  and  almoft  for  its 
very  exiflence. 

A  kingdom,  fo  lately  the  mafter  or  proteAor 
of  its  neighbours,  would  never  have  been  fo  rea- 
dily overwhelmed  by  (hem,  had  there  not  been 
the  moft  glaring  iraperfe<ftions  in  its  govemmeht* 
Poland,  in  truth,  formerly  more  powerAil  than 
any  of  the  turrounding  ftates,  has,  from  the  de- 
fers of  its  conftitution,  declined  in  the  midft  of 
general  improvements ;  and,  after  giving  law  to 
the  nqrth,  is  become  an  eafy  prey  to  every  in- 
vader. 

The  partition  of  Poland  was  firfl  projedled  by 
the  king  of  Pruflia.  Polifh  or  Weftern  Pruflia 
had  long  been  an  objc6l  of  his  ambition :  exdu- 
five  of  its  fertility,  commerce,  and  population, 
its  local  lituation  rendered  it  highly  valuable  to 
that  monarch ;  it  lay  between  his  German  domi- 
nions and  Eaftern  Pruflia,  and  while  poffcffed 
by  the  Poles,  cut  oif,  at  their  will,  all  comniu- 
nication  between  them.  During  the  couric  of 
the  laft  general  war,  he  h^d  experienced  the 
mofl  fatal  efFecfts  from  this  disjointed  ftate  of  his 
territories.  By  the  acquifition  of  Weftern  Prut- 
iia,  his  doniiiiions  would  be  rendered  compadVj^ 
:ind  his  troops  in  time  of  war  be  able  to  march 
from  Berlin  to  Koningft)urgh  without  interrupt- 
tion.     The  period  was  now  arrived,  when  the 

•  Under  Sigifmond  III.  whofe  troops  got  pofleflioti  of  Mof- 
cow,  and  whofe  Con  Ladiflaus  wascholcn  gres^t  duke  of  Mufcovy 
by  a  party  of  the  RuHian  nobles. 

t  Jolm  Sobiefki,  who  compelled  the  Turks  to  raife  the  fieg*. 
of  Vienna,  and  delivered  the  houfe  of  Auftria  from  the  gr^atelt 
dangers  it  ever  cxj^erienced.    [See  p.  185  &  fcq.] 
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fituation  of  Poland  feemed  to  promife  the  at^ 
tainment  of  this  favourite  objeft.  He  purfued 
it,  however,  with  all  the  caution  of  an  *able  po- 
litician. On  the  commencement  of  the  troubles, 
he  fhewed  no  eagernefs  to  interfere  in  the  aflFairs 
of  this  country ;  and  although  he  had  concurred , 
with  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia  in  raifing.  Staniflaus 
Auguftus  to  the  throne  of  Poland,  yet  he  declined 
taking  any  a<5live  part  in  his  favour  againft  the 
confi^derates.  Afterwards,  in  1769,  when  the 
whole  kingdom  became  convulfcd  throughout 
with  civil  commotions,  and  defolated  likewife  by 
the  plague,  he,  under  pretence  of  forming  lines 
td  prevent  the  fpreading  of  the  infeftion,  ad- 
vanced his  troops  into  Polifli  Pruffia,  and  occu.- 
pied  that  whole  diftridl. 

Though  now  completely  mafter  of  the  coun- 
try, and  by  no  means  apprehenfive  of  any  for-r 
midable  refiflance  from  the  difunited  and  dif- 
trafted  Poles,  yet,  as  he  was  well  aware  that  the 
fecurity  of  his  new  acquilition  depended  upon 
tlie  acquiefcence  of  Ruflia  and  Auftria,  he  plan- 
ned the  partition  of  Poland.  He  communicated 
the  projedt  to  the  emperor,  either  during  their 
interview  at  Niefs  in  Silelia,  in  1769,  or  in  that 
of  the  following  year,  at  Neuftadt;  from  whom 
the  overture  met  with  a  ready  concurrence.  Jo- 
feph,  who  had  before  fecretly  encouraged  the 
confederates,  and  even  commenced  a  negociation 
xvith  the  Porte  againft  Ruflia,  no'w  fuddenly  al- 
tered his  meafures,  and  increafed  his  army  to- 
wards the  PoUlh  frontiers.  The  plague  prefcnt- 
ing  to  him,  as  well  as  to  tlie  kjng  of  PruflJia,  a 
fpecious  motive  for  ftationing  troops  in  the. do- 
minions of  the  republic,  he  gradually  extended 
his  lines,  and  in  177a  occupied  the  whole  lerri- 
tovy  which  he^  has  fince  difmembered.      But, 
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tH>twithnanding  this  cbai^e  m  his  ientimenM, 
his^real  views  upon  Potand  wctc  at  firft  {o  cffeo- 
tually  concealed^  that  the.Poliih  rebefe  conceifred 
that  the  Auitrian  apiny  wa6  advancing  to  a<St  in 
Iheir  favour ;  not  fuppoling  it  poffible  that  the 
fiyal  eowti-  of  Vienna  and  Berlin  coul^  a6l  in 
concert. 

Nothing  more  remained  toMrard  completiB^ 
the  partition  than  the  acceflion  of  the  emprefs  of 
Ruffia.    That  great  prince^  was  too  deeming  » 
politician  not  to  regard  with  a  jealous  eye  the  in-^ 
troduAion  of  foreign  powers  into  Poland.     Pof- 
iteffing   an    uncontrouled   afirendaney  over    the 
whole  country,  ihe  eould  propofe  no  material 
advantage  from  the  fomn^al  acquifition  of  a  part; 
and  muft  purchafe  a  moderate  addition  to  her 
territory  by  a  confiderable  furrender  of  autho- 
rity. .  The  king  of  Pruffia,  well  acquainted  witlt 
the  true  interells  of  Ruffia  in  regard  to  Poland^ 
'and  with  the  capacity  of  the  emprefs  to  difcem 
tliofe   interefts,  fqrbore  (it  is  faid)  opening  any 
negociation  on  the  fubie6l  of  the  partition,  until 
fhe  was  involved  in  a  Turkifh  war.     At  that,  crifis 
he  dilpalclied   his  brother  prince  Henry  to  Pe- 
terfburgh,  who  fuggefted  to  the  emprefs  that  the 
houfe  of  Auftria  was  forming  an  alliance  with 
the  Porte,  which,  if  it  took  place,  would  create 
a  moft  formidable  combination  againfi:  her;  that, 
ncvertbclefs,  the  friendfhip  of  that  houfe  was  to 
\)e  purchafed  by  acceding  to  the  partition ;  that 
upon  this  condition  the  emperor  was  willing  to 
renounce  his  connexion  with  the  Grand -Signior> 
i»nd  would  fufFer  the  Ruffians  to  profecutc  the 
war  without  intcftruption.     Catharine,    anxious 
to  pufli   her  conquells  againft  the  Turks,  and 
dreading  the  intcrpoiition  of  the  emperor  in.  that 
quarter;  perceiving  likcwife,  fropfi  the  intimate 
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tjmon  between  tlie  covirts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin, 
that  it  woujd  not  be  in  her  power,  at  the  prefent 
jiui6ture,  to  prevent  the  intended  partition,  clofcd 
with  the  propofal,  and  feledled  no  inconliderable 
portion  of  the  PoUlh  territories  for  herfelf.  The 
treaty  was  figned  at  Peterfburgh  in  the  beginning 
of  .February  1772,  by  the  Ruffian,  AuftrUn, 
and  Pruffian  plenipotentiaries  *. 

As  the  troops  of  the  three  courts  were  already 
in  poffeffion  of  the  greateft  part  of  Poland,  the 
confederates,  hemmed  in  on  all  fides^  were  iboii 


*  Tlie  oath  which  the  RuiRans  required  the  inhabitants  of 
their  4ivcfion  of  Poland  to  take  was  as  follows: 

•«  I  do  fwear  to  Almighty  God,  upon  the  Holy  Evangelifts^ 
«im1  I  promife  by  tlie  preient  oath  an  inviolable  fidelity,  and 
perfect  obedience,  to  her  Imperial  Majefty  the  Emprefs  Catha. 
hne  Alexiowna,  Aneocratrix  of  all  the  Rtiffias,  and  to  her  be- 
loved foB  the  Grand  Duke  Paul  Petrowitz,  prefumptive  heir 
of  all  the  Ruflias.  I  promife  to  he  always  ready  to  facrifice  my 
]ife,  and  to  Ihed  the  laft  drop  of  my  blood  for  their  fervice. 
I  kifs  the  Holy  ScriptureSi  and  the  Crofs  of  my  ^viour^  to 
render  my  oath  facred  and  inviolable.*' 

The  Sieur  Kicki,  flaroil  of  Lemberg,  was  rentoved  from  hi© 
poft  for  refufing  to  take  tliis  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  emprefs- 
4)i)een :  and  the  king  of  Poland,  to  whom  he  wro'te  to  infoma 
his  majelty  of  the  event,  fent  him  the  following  anfwer : 

**  1  could  not  lead  without  emotion  your  letter  of  tlie  21ft 
inft.  in.  which  you  inform  me  that  a  foreign  power  had  ordered 
you  to  pay  it  homage,  and  that  upon  your  refufal  it  deprived 
you  of  the  flaroftv  of  Lemberg,  with  the  revenues  arifinj; 
from  it.  I  am  moft  fcnfibly  affefted  to  fee  that  a  Polander,  who 
had  riTen  to  a  coniiderable  pofl,  ftould  be  obliged  to  <]uit  ir, 
becaufe  he  would  not  betray  his  country  in  tlve  name  of  the 
Supreme  Being.  My  concern  is,  however,  mixed  with  a  par- 
ticular fatisfaCtion,  when  I  conlider  that  it  is  you,  my  old 
friend,  who  has  given  fuch  an  admirable  example  of  virtue, 
conilancy,  and  difintcreflednefs.  Tiie  Polandcrs,  our  cotem- 
poraries,  artd  their  pofterity,  will  find  in  your  condudt  a  model 
3for  their  aCtiona^  and  need  not  b*ve  rccourfe  to  the  hiftories  of 
ancient  republics  for  a^s  of  hcroifra,  as  incitements  to  virtue. 
I  fet  the  higher  value  upon  vour  behaviour,  becaufe  it  was  not 
in  confequence  of  an  order  ilTued  from  the  throne,  but  the  efTcil: 
of  your  own  underftanding  and  coftfcience.  The  honour  you 
have  acquired,  and  which  ^«U  ages  allow  to  virtue,  is  the  firft 
recompence  you  defervej  my  gratitude  and  efteem  have  another 
io  refervc  for  yoi^.** 

routed 
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routed  and  difperfed ;  and  Europe  waited  in  an- 
xious expedlation  what  would  be  the  iffue  of  this 
unexpe6led  union :  yet  fuch  was  the  profound  fe- 
crecy  with  which  the  partitioning  powers    pro- 
ceeded, that  for  fome  time  after  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty,  only  vague  conje6tares  were  enter- 
tained eveh  at  Warfaw  concerning  their  real  in- 
tentions ;  and  the  late  lord  Cathcart,  the  Englifh 
minifter  at  Peteiiburgh,  was  able  to  obtain  no  au-« 
thentic  information  of  its  fignatufe,  until  two 
months  after  the  event  *. 

•  The  king  of  Pruflia's.  condiifl  in  Pohmd  was  tht  moft  tyran- 
nical that  can  be  conceived.     In  the  year  1771  his  troops  entere<| 
into  Great  Poland^  and  during  the  (pace  of  that  year  ne  carried 
•ft'  £rom  that  province,  and  its  neighbourhood*  at^a  moderate 
computation,  ia,ooo  families.    On  the  a9th  of  OiSlober,  in  the 
fame  year,  he  published  an  edidl,  commanding  every  perfon,  un- 
der the  fevered  penalties,  and  even  corporal  punifhment,  to  take 
in  payment  for  forage,  provifions,  corn,  liorles,  &c.  the  money 
ofrered  by  his  troops  and  commiflaries.    This  moi)ey  was  either 
filver  bearing  the  impreflion  of  Poland,  and  exa6lly  w^rth  one- 
third  of  its  nominal  value,  or  ducats  (Inick  in  imitation  of  Dutch 
ducats,  feventeen  per  cent,  inferior  to  the  real  ducats  oi  Holland. 
With  this  bafe  money  he  bought  up  corn  and  forage  enough,- 
not  only  to  fnpply  his  army  for  two  whole  years-,  but  to  ftock  ma- 
gazines in  the  country  iticlf,  where  the  inhabitants  were  forced 
to  come  and  rc-purchafe  corn  for  their  daily  fsbGftence  at  an  ad- 
vanced price,  and  with  good  money,  his  commilfaries  refuting  td 
take  the  fame  coin  they  had  paid.     At  the  lowed  calculation  he 
gained,  by  this  honefl  manoeuvre,    feven   millions  of  dollars. 
Having  firipped  the  country  of  money  and  provifions,  his  next 
attempt  was  to  thin  it  flill  more  of  its  iniTabitants.    To  people  his 
own' dominions,  at  the  expence  of  Poland,  had  been  his  great 
aim ;  for  this  purpofe  he  hit  upon  a  new  contribution ;  every 
town  and  village  was  obliged  to  iurnilh  a  certain  number  of  mar- 
riageable girls ;  the  parents  to  give  as  a  portion,  a  feather-bed, 
four  pillows,  a  cow,  two  hogs,  and  three  ducals  in  gold.     Some 
were  bound  liand  and  foot,  and  cairied  off  as  criminals.    His  ex- 
actions from  the  abbeys,  convents,  cathedrals,  and  nobles,  were 
fo  heavy,  and  exceeded,  at  lafl,  their  abilities  fo  much,   that  the 
prieils  abandoned  their  churches,  and  the  nobles  their  lands. 
Thefc  exactions  continued  v/ith  unabated  rigour,  from  the  year 
1 771,  to  the  time  the  treaty  of  partition  was  declared,  and  pof- 
feffion  taken  of  the  provinces  ufurped.     From  thefe  proceedings 
it  would  appear  that  his  Pmflian  majedy  knew  of  no  rights  but  his 
•wn ;  no  pretenfions  but  thofe  ot  the  houfe  of  Brandenburg ;  no' 
other  rule  of  juilice  but  his  own  pride  and  ambition. 

The 
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The  firft  formal  notification  of  any  pretenfion^ 
to  the  Polilh  territory  was  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember 1772,  announced  to  the  king  and  fenate 
aiTembled  at  Warfaw,  by  the  Imperial  ambafla- 
dor  ;  which  was  foon  followed  by  the  memorials 
of  the   Ruffian. and   Pruffian  coart5,  fpecifying 
their  refpie^ftive  claims.     It  would  be  tedious  to 
enter  into  a  detail  of  the  pleas  urged  by  the  three 
powers  in  favour  of  their  feveral  demands;  it 
would  be  no  lefs  uninterefting  to  lay  before  the 
reader,    the  anfwer3  and  rcmonftrances   of  the 
king  and  fenate,  as  well  as  the  appeals  to  the 
other  ftates  which  had  guarantied  tlic  pofTeffions 
of  Poland  *.       The  courts  of   London,    Paris, 
Stockholm,  and  Copenhagen,  remonftratedagainft 

•  The  note  wkich  the  mmiftry  fent  the  tad  of  Septeml)er  1771^ 
to  the  foreign  AmbalTadors  at  Warfaw,  was  as  follows  : 

*  Tlic  underwritten  minifters^of  his  majefty,  and  the  republic 
of  Poiandy  having  lent  the  notes  of  the  aSth  of  May,  the  igth 
of  June,  and  iSthof  July,  of  this  year,  regardingtheenterprifofi 
of  the  neighbouring  powers  on  Poland  to  ,  cannot  help,  a« 
they  increase,  communicating  likewife  the  declarations  of  the  • 
courts  of  Peteribur^h  and  Berlin,  fent  to  the  undeiwritteH  by 
their  refpcftive  minifteps, 

<  The  king  is  perfiiadcd  that  are  well  acquainted  with  the 

ancient  and  peaceful  poffeflion  Poland  had  of  the  domains  which 
the  neighbouring  powers  have  appropriated  to  themfclves,  and 
the  treaty  of  this  republic  with  her  neighbotirs' being  inviolably 
obferved  on  her  part ;  it  may  be  remarked  in  tlicfe  very  declara- 
tions, tJiat  the  true  motive  for  the  difmenibering  of  Poland  was 
the  force  of  thefe  powers,  and  that  theconfequcnces  to  the  other 
courts  which  might  be  forefeen,  would  refuit  from  it  if  they  dif- 
fembled  any  longer  wliat  was  going  forward  in  Poland :  That 
therefore  his  majefty  has  ordered  the  underwritten  to  communi- 
cate tl)e  abovementioned  declaration  to  them,  and  to  reauefl  them 
inflantly  to  obtain  the  good  offices  of  tlieir  courts  to  hinder  the 
difmembering  of  this  kingdom. 
•    *  Warfiiw. 

'  MrODZtEJOWSKI, 

*  Bi&op  of  Pofnania,  Grand  Chancellor  of  Poland 
*The  Prince CzARTORYSKr, 
(  Grand  Chancellor  of  Lithuania. 

*  Jean  de  Borch, 

*  Chancellor  of  the  kingdom.' 
•     .  the 
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the  ufurpatioQs ;  but  remonftrances  without  a^ 
liftanoe  could  be' of  no  efic6t.  Poland  fubmit-> 
ted  to  the  difmeinbcrincnt,  not  without  the  moCt 
violent  flrugcgles  ;  and  now,  for  the  firft  time, 
felt  and  lamented  the  fatal  effccls  of  fadlion  and 
diicord. 

A  diet  being  demanded  by  the  p^itioning 
powers,  in  order  to  ratify  the  ceilion  of  the  pro- 
vinces, the  mini/lry  of  Wariaw  delivered  to  the 
minifters  of  thole  powers  an  anfwer,  in  which 
they  faid ;  "  The  principles  of  cOndefceniion,  on 
which  the  king  of  ^Poland  and  his  fenate  find 
themielves  obliged  to  regulate  tlieir  condu(9^  to- 
wards the  three  cou/ts,  being  fufficiently  known 
by  a  minifterial  note  on  the  24th  of  Decembef 
1772,  given  in  anfwer  to  the  uniform  declara-  * 
tions  of  the  three  courts  of  the  4th  of  the  ianie 
month,  and  by  the  faAs  analagous,  which  have 
followed  the  deckrations  of  thefe  diipofitions,  the 
under  figned  refer  to  it,  confinmg  themfelves  in 
the  prefent : 

**  I  ft,  To  obfervetothe  minifters  of  the  three 
courts,  that  the  harfhnefs  and  rigour  of  their 
proceedingrs,  aggravated  ftill  more  by  the  fiyle  of 
the  expreffions,  and  the  tone  of  inculpation  and 
reproach  aiFe<l[Vcd  in  the  abovementioned  declara- 
tions, have  jnftly  afiii6led  the  fenfibility  of  the 
king  and  the  fenate,  are  equally  remote  from  the 
regard  due  to  the  dignity  of  the  king  and  the  re- 
public, and  the  refpedl  which  the  circum:^}e6t 
condu^^t  of  the  king  merited  on  their  part. 

"  2d,  The  under-figned  are  .to  inform  the 
abovementioned  minifters,  that  the  king,  with 
the  advice  of  the  fenate,  after  having  taken  into 
conlideration  the  ferious  menaces  and  imminent 
dangers  wliich  have  been  announced  to  him  in 
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taife  of  refiifal,  has  yielded  to  the  deflre  of  the 
three  courts,  and  •  has  appointed  in  confequence 
the  19th  of  April  for  the  epocha  of  the  diet. 

**  3d  and  laftly.  The  under-ligned  have  orders 
to  addrefs  to  the  fame  miiliflers  the  folemn  requi- 
iitions  that  the  king,  with  the  advice  of  his  fe- 
nate^  makes  to  the  three  allied  courts,  to  procure 
the  evacuation  of  their  troops  out  of  the  domains 
of  the  republic  before  the  holding  of  the  dietines 
ante  comitialesy  in  order  that  the  latter  and  the  diet 
may  proceed  with  foil  liberty,  and  that  the  fenfc 
'  of  the  nation  may  explain  itfelf  without  con- 
ftraint  or  danger; 

"  Done  at  Warfaw,  Feb.  19,  1773* 
(Signed) 

MiODXIEjOWSlCI, 

Biihop  of  Pofnania,  Great  Chancellor  o£ 
the  Crown. 

Michael  PrInce  Czartoryskt, 
Great  Chancellor  of  Lithuania* 
John  Borck^ 
Chancellor  of  the  Kingdom.** 
The  diet  Was  tlien,  after  fome  delay,  convoked 
by  the  king  in  the  following  fummons  :  *'  Since 
there  ate  no  hopes  from  any  quartet,  and  any 
further  delays  will  only  tend  to  draw  down  the 
moft  dreadful  calamities  upon  the  reinainder  of 
the  dominions  which  are  left  to  the  republic  ;  the 
diet  is  convened  for  the  19th  of  April  1773,  ac- 
cording to  the  will  of  the  three  cotirts  t  never- 
thelefs,  in  order  to  avoid  all  caufe  of  reproach, 
the  king,  with  the  advice  of  the  fenate,  again  ap- 
peals to  the  guaranties  of  the  treaty  of  Oliva.'* 

The  diet  met  at  the  appointed  time ;  and  fuch 

was  the  fpirit   of  the  members,  that,    notwith* 

ftanding  the  deplorable  fituation  of  their  country, 

and  the  threats  and  bribes  of  the  thi:ee  powers,  the 
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partition-treaty  was  not  carried  through  without 
jnuch  difficulty.  For  Ibme  time  the  majority  of 
the  nuntios  appeared  determined  to  oppofc  the 
difmemberment ;  and  the  king  firmly  perfifted  in 
the  fame  refolution.  The  ambafladors  of  the 
three  courts  enforced  their  requifitions  by  the 
moil  alarming  menaces  ;  and  threatened  the  king 
with  depofition  and  imprifonment.  They  alio 
gave  out  by  their  emiffaries,  that  in  cafe  the 
diet  continued  refradlory  Warfaw  Ihould  be  pil- 
laged. This  report  was  incjuftrioufly  circulated, 
awid  made  a  fcnfible  impreffion  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants. By  menaces  of  this  fort,  by  corrupting  the 
marfhal  of  the  diet,  who  was  accompanied  with 
a  Ruffian  guard ;  in  a  word,  by  bribes,  promifes, 
and  throats  the  members  of  the  diet  were  at 
length  prevailed  on  to  ratify  the  difmemberment. 
In  the  fcnate,  however,  or  upper  houfe,  there 
was  a  majority  of  only  fix ;  in  the  lower  houfe, 
€»•  affembly  of  the  nuntios,  of  but  one  fingle 
vote  in  favour  of  the  meafure  *. '  An  a<5l  was 
then  palled  to  limit  the  feffions  to  the  term  of  a 
few  days,  and  delegates  were  appointed,  with  full 
powers  to  adjuft,  in  concert  with  the  ambafTa- 
dors,  all  the  terms  of  the  difmembermenf.  The 
coinmiffioncrs,  or  dclcgivtcs,  on  the  breaking  up 
of  the  diet  in  May,  immediately  entered  upon 
their  office ;  and;,  by  the  month  of  September, 
finally  concluded  the  treaty  of  partition  in  con- 
formity to  the  dictates  of  the  three  cx>urts.  At 
thi?  jun6lure,  leveral  nobles  were  bold  enough 
to  iihie  manifcftoes  and  rcmonftrances  in  various 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  againll  the  ceffion  of  tlic 
provinces,  and  lo  reprol>ate  the  condu<9:  of  the 
-partitioning   powers ;    but    fuch    rcmonfirances 

•  By  54  againft  SS- 
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>wfere  totally  difregarded,  and  may  be  confidered 
t>nly  as  the  lall  convuliions  of  in  expiring  na- 
tion. 

Of  the  difciemWred  countries j  the  Ruffian 
province  is  the,  Jargeft*,  the  Auftrian  the  moft 
populous -f-,  and  the  Pruffian  the  moft  commer- 
tcial  :J:.  The  population  of  the  whole  amounts  to 
near  5,000,000  of  fouls;  the  firft  containing 
1,6005,000,  the  fecond  2,560,000,  and  the  third 
860,000.  Wefterit  Pruffia  was  the  greateft  lofi 
to  Poland,  as  by  the  difmemberment  of  that  pro- 
vince, the  navigation  of  the  Viftula  entirely  de* 
pends  upon  tlie  king  of  Praflia :  by  the  iofs  con- 
sequently of  this  diflriift,  a  fatal  blow  was  given 
to  the  trade  of  Poland ;  for  his  Pruffian  majefty 
has  laid  fuch  heavy  duties  upon  tlie  merdiandiie 

^  The  provincl^  dUotted  to  Ruflia  compvifes  Polifb  Livonia  f 
\hat  part  of  the  palatinate  of  Pol otfk  which  lie^  td  tlie  eaft  of  the 
Duna ;  the  palatinates  of  Vitepfk,  Miciflaw  ;  and  two  fma!l  por- 
tions to  the  north-eaft  and  fouch-eaft  of  the  palatinate  of  MinCk : 
this  traft  of  land  (Polifli  Livonia  excepted)  is  (ituated  in  White 
Ruflia,  and  in'dudes  at  lead  one  third  of  Lithuania. 

The  Ruffian  limits  of  t4ie  new  province  ate  formed  bytbd 
iXina,  from  its  mouth  to  above  Vitepfk;  from  thence  by  a 
flfraight  line  running  dire6tly  fourh  to  the  fource  of  the  Drug  neai^ 
Tolitz^n ;  by  the  Drag  to  its  junction  with  the  Dnieper  ;  and 
ladly,  by  the  Dnieper  to  the  point  where  it  receives  the  Sotz. 
This  territory  is  now  divided  into  the  two  goyernments  of  Polotfk. 
and.  Moliilof ;  its  population  amounts  to  about  1,600,000  fouls  t 
its  productions  are  chiefly  grain  in  large  quantities,  hemp,  flax^ 
and  pafiure ;  its  forefls  fiirnifh  great  abundance  of  mafts,  planks^ 
alfooak  for  (hip  building, 'pitch  and  tar,  frc.  which  are  chiefly 
fent  down  the  Duna  to  Riga. 

t  The  diftri^  claimed  by  the  cmprefs  of  Germany  in  her  ma- 
nifefto,  is  thus  defcribed  :  «*  All  that  ti^Ct  of  land  lying  on  th^ 
rvht  (ideof  the  Viflula  from  Silefia  above  Sandomir  to  the  mouth 
t>T  thcSan,  and  from  thence  by  Franepole,  Zamoifc,  and  Rubief- 
fow,  to  the  Bog.  From  ihe  Bog  the  limits  are  carried  along  the 
frontiers  of  Red  Ruflia  to  Zabras  upon  the  borders  of  Volhynia 
and  Podolia ;  and  from  Zabras  in  a  (Iraight  line  to  the  Dnieper, 
where  it  receives  the  rivulet  Podhorts,  taking  in  a  fmall  flip  of 
Podolia  ;  and  laftly,  along  the  boundaries  feparating  Ptodolia  from 
Moldavia." 

X  Pclifli  or  Wcftcrn  Pruflia  and  fomc  diftr iiSts  bordering  upon 
Braadenburgh*  • 
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pafHng  to  Dantzic,  as  greatly  to  diminiih  tlie* 
commerce  of  that  town,  and  to  transfer  a  conli- 
dcrable  portion  of  it  to  Memel  and  Koningf- 
burgh. 

^thcnigh  the  limits  of  Poland  were  fettled  bjr 
the  treaty  of  partition,  yet  the  Auftrians  and 
Prullians  continually  extended  their  frontiers: 
the  emperor  feized  upon  Cafimir,  and  even  avow- 
ed an  intention  of  taking  poffeffion  of  Cracow 
and  Kaminiec;  while  Frederick  alledged  thefe 
ufurpations  as  a  juftification  for  limilar  encroach- 
ments on  his  part ;  urging,  that  he  could  not, 
coniifient  with  his  own  fecurity,  fee  the  emperor 
increafing  his  dominions  without  following  his 
example,  and  aiTumiii^  an  equivalent. 

Catharine  was  ibrc^  for  a  time  to  connive  at- 
thefe  encroachments;  but  no  fooner  was  peace 
cjftablilhed  with  the  Turks,  and  the  rebellion  of 
l^ugatcheff  crufhed,  than  Ihe  immediately  turned 
her  whole  attention  to  Poland ;  and  it  was  owing 
to  her  fpirited  remonHxances,  that  both  Auftrians* 
and  Pruflians  relinquished  their  uiurpations,  and 
confined  themfelves  to  the  limits  marked  by  the 
treaty  of  partition. 

The  partitioning  powers,  however,  did  Icfs  in- 
jury to  the  republic  by  difmembering  its  faireft 
provinces,  than  by  perpetuating  the  principles  of 
anarchy  and  canfufioti,  and  ef^abufhing  on  a 
permanent  footing,  that  exOTbitant  liberty  which 
is  the  parei^t  of  fadtion,  and  has  proved  the  de- 
dine  of  the  republic.  Under  pretence  of  amend- 
ing the  conflitution,  they  confirmed  all  its  dc- 
feds,  and  took  efFe<Siual  precautions  to  render 
this  unhappy  country  incapable  of  emerging  firom.* 
its  deplorable  Aate. 

The  delegates  who  ratified  the  treaty  of  par- 
tition>  being  aUb  empowered  by  the  diet  to  con- 
cert 
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€crt  with  the  thrpe  courts  any  alterations  in  tlie 
conftitution  which  might  appear  beneficial  to  the 
kingdom^  continued  fitting  from  JVfay  1773  to 
March  1775^  during  which  period  the  convoca- 
tion of  the  ordinary  diet  was  poftponed  until  the 
members  of  the  delegation  had  agreed  to  all  the 
innovations  propofed  by  the  ambafladors^  and 
until  every  part  of  the  government  was  finally  ar- 
ranged. Notwithftanding  the  wretched  condition 
of  Poland,  and  the  refifl:lefs  power  of  the  three 
courts,  yet  the  king  and  the  majority  6C  the  de- 
legates long  with-held.  their  confent  to  the  pror 
pofed  alterations.  . 

Some  idea  of  their  fpirit  may  be  formed  firon* 
the  following  account  of  one  of  the  meetings, 
when  the  propofitions  relating  to  the  change  of 
government  were  firfl  produced  in  September 
1773.  Prior  to  the  appearance  of  the  three  am- 
baffadors  in  the  aflembly,  much  was  faid,  and 
with  great  vehemence,  againfi  the  proje<5ted  inno- 
vations ;  many  reproaches  were  thrown  out 
againfi:  the  authors  of  that  plan,  for  facrificing 
the  public  advantage  to  their  private  ambition, 
jrcfentment,  and  interefts.  At  the  entrance  of  the 
three  ambafladors,  a  profound  filence  took  place 
for  fome  minutes,  until  the  fecretary  of  the  Ruf- 
fian embafly  began  to  read  the  plan  for  new-mor 
delling  the  conftitution ;  upon  which  a  generajl 
murmur  Ipread  through  the  whole  aflembly,  il)- 
creafing,  as  he  proceeded,  to  fuch  a  degree  as 
almoft  to  drown  Jiis  voice :  nor  was  it  without 
frequent  interruptions,  that  he  was  permitted  to 
finifti  its  recital.  He  had  fcarcely  concluded, 
when  the  whole  body  of  delegates  loudly  demand- 
ed the  treaties  of  partition  and  alliance ;  the  am- 
bafladors anfwering,  that  many  points  could  not 
Z  3  be 
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t)e  adjuftcd  without  farther  inftruflions  from  their 
refpt  dive  courts ;  it  was  replied,  that  in  the  mean 
lime  they  might  introduce  the  treaty  of  commerce, 
which  they  were  aiithorifcd  id  conclude.  At  all 
events,  it  was  urged,  the  propofal  concerning 
the  change  of  government  was  premature;  a  revo- 
lution of  fiich  extreme  iihportance  demanded  the 
nioft  deliberate  examination,  and  ought  not  to  be 
hurried  through,  as  if  it  was  a  circumflance  of 
no  concern  to  the  nation.  One  of  the  delegates, 
who  was  moft  violent  in  his  oppolition,  delivered 
his  fentiments  with  a  freedom  which  afionifhed 
the  affembly  ;  and  when  the  ambalTadors,  who 
did  not  underftand  the  Polifli  idiom,  applied  to 
a  Caflellan  for  zy\  explanation  of  what  was  iaid, 
the  latter  excufed  himfelf,  under  pretence  of  not 
being  qualified  for  the  office  of  interpreter,  as 
having  but  an  imperfe6t  knowledge  of  the  French 
language.  When,  at  laft,  one  of  the  palatines, 
who  was  of  the  ambaffador's  party,  acquainted 
them  with  the  contents  of  the  fpeech  ;  the  orator 
ventured  to  thank  him  for  explaining  the  purport 
of  his  harangue  in  fo  able  a  manner  ;  while  the 
praifes  which,  in  a  fine  tone  of  irony,  he  affedled 
.to  bdftow  upon  the  palatine  for  his  readinefs  to 
oblige,  as  well  as  for  his  independent  ijpirit,  oc- 
cafioned  much  mirth  in  the  affembly.  The  un- 
difguifed  approbation  given  by  the  greateft  part 
of  the  members  to  this  orator,  convinced  the  am- 
baffadors  that  this  was  no  time  to  obtrude  their 
refolutions  upon  the  delegates :  they  accordingly 
broke  up  the  meeting,  and  poftponed  the  bufinefi 
to  a  future  opportunity.  The  ne5ct  feffion,  how-* 
ever,  was  not  more  favourable  to  their  wilhcs, 
nor  did  the  patriotic  zeal  of  the  delegates  fccm  to 
abate.    Their  oppofition  indeed  to  this  meafure 
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continued  fo  violent,  that  more  than  a  year  elap- 
fed  before  the  ambafladors  were  able,  by  the  in- 
fluence of  threats,  bribery,  and  promifes,  to  ob- 
tain a  majority ;  and  before  the  ddegntes,  terri- 
fied or  feduced  into  compliance,  fomially  acceded 
to  the  chanjTc  of  goveriMnent.  This  important 
point  being  obtained,  the  delegation  was  diflblv- 
cd  on  the  13th  of  April  1775,  and  all  the  articles 
were  confirmed  by  the  general  diet. 

The  following  note,  delivered  by  the  three  am- 
bafladors to  the  delegates  on  the  i3th  of  Septem- 
ber 1773,  will  give  the  beft  general  idea  of  the 
changes  made  in  the  conftitntion  :  "  The  courts 
are  fo  interefted  in  the  pacification  of  Poland, 
that,  while  the  treaties  are  getting  ready  to  be 
figned  and  ratified,  the  minifters  cannot  lofe  anj{ 
of  that  valuable  time,  fo  ncceflary  for  the  rc- 
efiablifhment  of  order,  and  the  tranquillity  of  this 
kingdom.  We  now,  therefore,  deliver  to  the 
delegation  a  part  of  thofe  cardinal  laws,  to  the 
ratification  -of  which  our  courts  will  not  fuiFer 
any  contradidtipn. 

I.  "  The  crown  of  Poland  fhall  be  for  ever 
eledlive,  and  all  order  of  fuccefllion  profcribed : 
any  perfon  who  (hall  endeavour  to  break  this 

'  law,  fhall  be  declared  an  enemy  to  his  country, 
and  liable  to  be  puniftied  accordingly. 

II.  "  Foreign  candidates  to  the  throne,  being 
the  frequent  caufe  of  troubles  and  divifions,  Ihall 
be  excluded ;  and  it  fhall  be  enadVed,  that,  for 
the  future,  no  perfon  can  be  chofen  king  of  Po- 
land, and  great  duke  of  Lithuania,  excepting  a 
native  Pole,  of  noble  *  origin,  and  poflcffing 
land  within  the  kingdom.     Thcfon,  orgrandlbn, 

*  That  is,  any  gentleman.  ' 
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of  a  king  of  Poland,  cannot  be  elefted  imme- 
diately upon  the  death  of  their  father  or  grand- 
father ;  nor  Ihall  he  be  eligible,  till  after  an  interval 
of  two  reigns. 

III.  *^  The  government  of  Poland  fliall  be  for 
ever  free,  independent,  and  of  a  republican  form. 

IV.  "  The  true  principle  of  the  faid  govern- 
'  ment  conlifting  in  the  ftridl  execution  of  its  laws, 

and  the  equilibrium  of  the  three  eflates,  namely, 
the  king,  the  fenate,  and  the  equeftrian  order ;  a 
permanent  council  Ihall  be  eflablifhed,  in  which 
the  executive  power  fhall  be  veiled.  In  this 
council  the  equeftrian  order,  hitherto  excluded 
from  the  adminiftration  of  affairs  in  the  intervals 
of  the  diets,  Ihall  be  admitted ;  as  Ihall  be  more 
plearly  kid  down  in  the  future'  arrangements." 

By  the  firft  of  thefe  airangements  the  houfe  of 
Saxony,  and  all  foreign  princes  who  miglit  be 
likely  to  give  weight  to  Poland  by  their  heredi- 
tary dominions,  were  rendered  incapable  of  fill- 
ing the  throne.  By  the  fecond,  the  exclufion  of 
a  king's  fon  or  grandfon,  excepting  after  an  inter*- 
val  of  two  reigns,  removed  the  fainteft  profpeA 
of  aa  hereditary  fovereignty  ;  and  entailed  upon 
the  kingdom  all  the  evils  infcparable  from  that 
moft  wretched  form  of  government,  an  elective 
monarchy.  By  the  third  article,  the  liberum  veto, 
and  all  the  exorbitant  privileges  of  the  equellrian 
order,  were  confirmed  in  their  utmofl:  latitude; 
and  by  the  laft,  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown, 
before  too  greatly  reduced,  were  ftill  farther  di- 
minilhed. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  mention  the  fate  of 
the  diflidents.  Their  pretenfions  were  finally 
fettled  between  the  republic  and  the  mediating 
powers,  at  the  laft  meeting  of  the  delegates.    The 
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catholic  party  oppofed  in  fo  violent  a  manner  tlie. 
refloration  of  their  ancient  privileges,  that,  by 
the  confent  of  the  foreign  courts,  they  continue 
excluded  from  the  diet,  the  fenate,  and  the  per*- 
manent  council.  In  return,  however,  the  diffi- 
dents  enjoy  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion ;  are 
permitted  to  have  churches  without  bells ;  fchools 
and  feminarie^  of  their  own ;  they  are  capable  of 
fitting  in  the  inferior  courts  of  juftice  ;  and  in 
the  tribunal  appointed  to  receive  appeals  in  mat- 
ters of  religion,  three  of  their  comnxunion  are 
admitted  as,afleflbrs.  In  confcquence  of  this  to- 
leration, the  diffidents  have  conftrudted  churches 
in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom, 

A  kind  of  pacification  now  took  place  in  Po- 
land, which  continued  with  little  interrupt'uon  till 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1788,  when  a  concert  be- 
tween Ruffia  and  Auftria,-  prejudicial  to  the  inte- 
refts  of  this  unhappy  kingdom,  was  betrayed  by 
the  following  letter,  which  was  delivered  by  M. 
de  Cachet,  charge  des  affaires  fi-om  the  emperor  at 
the  court  of  Poland,  prefented  and  read  to  the 
permanent  council  at  Warfaw,  tlie  i6th  of  Janu- 

*^  As  the  prefent  fi:ate  of  affairs  may  poflibly 
render  neceflary,  in  a  fhort  time,  a  paflage  to  the 
troops  of  his  imperial  majefty  through  the  territory 
of  the  republic  of  Poland,  in  order  to  open  a  com- 
munication with  thofe  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia 
which  are  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  underfigned 
has  received  orders  from  his  court  to  acquaint  his 
majefl:y  the  king  of  Poland,  and  his  council,  in- 
forming them,  at  the  fame  time,  that  his  royal 
and  imperial  mafler,  confiding  in  the  friendfhip 
and  harmony  which  rdgn  between  the  two  ftates, 
^las  no  dpubt  but  his  majefly  and  his  permanent 
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council  will  confent  to  the  paflage  demanded, 
cfpecially  when  they  are  informed  that  no  violence 
or  infult  will  be  offered  to  the  inhabitants  ;  that 
they  will  receive  no  injury  whatever;  and  that 
whatever  they  may  furnilh  to  the  imperial  trooj)S, 
will  be  paid  for  in  ready  money. 

**  The  underfigned  has  the  honour  to  reqneft  the 
grand  chancellor,  as  prefident  of  the  department 
for  foreign  affairs,  to  communicate  this  retjuifition 
to  the  council  permanent  without  delay>  and  to 
require  an  immediate  anlwer. 

(Signed)  De  Cachet;* 

Warfaw, 
Jan,  12,  1788. 

The  anfwer  to  this  letter  ftated  in  fubftanre, 
^*  That  the  king  had  not  the  power  to  confent 
to  the  paflage  demanded  for  the  imperial  troops ; 
that  it  was  a  queflion  on  which  the  diet  alone 
could  decide  ; — and  as  to  the  conclqfion  of  the 
note  of  Monf.  de  Cachet,  he  was  informed,  that 
Poland  could  fumifh  neither  com  nor  forage ;  and 
^it  was  hoped,  that  the  emperor  would  find  another 
pafTage." 

It  is  ftrange  to  relate  that  no  injurious  confe- 
qucnces  immediately  refiilted  from  this  application 
and  refufal ;  but  that  on  the  contrary  the  emprefi 
and  the  Pruffian  monarch  feemed  to  have'  fepa- 
rately  t^kcn  an  extraordinary  interefl:  in  the  wel- 
fare of  Poland.  The  following  declaration  was  in 
O Aober  of  the  fame  year  delivered  to  the  flates  of 
Poland  by  M.  Buckholz,  the  Pruffian  miniflerat 
Warfaw : 

"  It  was  towards  the  end  of  AugufJ^  that  the 
Count  de  Stackelberg,  ambaffador  from  Ruffia, 
f]eclar»d  officially  to  the  underii^ed^  that  her 
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Ufiajefiy  the  emprcfs  liad  rcfolved  to  make  an  alH^ 
ance  with  the  king  and  the  republic  of  Poland  at 
the  next. diet ;  the  fole  delign  of  which  was,  for 
the  prefervation  of  Poland  entire,  and  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  ftate  againft  the  common  enemy. 

"  After  the  undcriigned  had  informed  the  king 
his  mafter  thereof,  he  declared,  in  confequence  of  his 
orders,  to  the  Count  de  Stackelberg,  that  although 
his  majefty  was  ftrongly  feniible  of  thi§  open  inti- 
matiorj,  he  woyld  not  however  diiremblc,  that  he 
could  not  fee  any  neceffity  for  making  fuch  an  al- 
liance, in  addition  to  the  treaties  which  were  al- 
reg-dy  fublifting  on  all  fides;  that  if,  however, 
they  judged  a  new  alliance  neceffary  to  Poland, 
his  majefty  at  the  fame  time  propofed  to  renew  the 
treaties  which  have  for  a  long  time  fubfifled 
between  Pruflia  and  Poland,  as  his  majefty  did 
not  t^ke  a  lefs  part  in  the  prefervation  of  this 
neighbouring  ftatc  than  any  other  pow<ir. 

"  The  underligned  accompanied  this  anfwer  with 
many  other  reafons,  which  lliewed  the  inutility, 
and  at  the  fame  time  the  dangerous  confequences 
that  would  refult  from  fuch  an  alliance,  conclu* 
ded,  according  to  the  double  defign  mentioned, 
between  Ruffia  and  Poland. 

"  The  Baron  de  Keller,  minifter  from  the  king 
to  Peterfburgh,  was  ordered  immediately  to  make 
to  the  imperial  court  the  fame  declaration  and  re- 
prefentations.  However,  as  the  king  has  learnt  with 
furprife  that  the  plan  of  this  alliance  had  beeh  al- 
ready communicated  and  negociatcd  in  Poland, 
and  as  it  is  poffible  it  may  be  taken  up  by  the  diet, 
^is  majefty  thinks  it  a  duty  to  make  known  hisr 
intentions  in  regard  to  an  objc6l  fo  important,  as 
well  for  him  as  for  Poland,  by  the  following  decla- 
ration: 
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^^  If  the  projected  alliance  between  Ruflia  and 
Poland  has  for  its  firft  objeft  the  confervation  of  the 
ftates  of  Poland,  the  king  does  not  fee  the  necef- 
fity  or  utility  of  it,  becaufe  the  fafety  of  Poland  is 
fufficiently  guaranteed  by  the  laft  treaties.  It 
cannot  be  fuppofcd  that  her  majefly  the  emprels 
of  Ruflia,  or  her  ally  the  emperor  of  Germany, 
would  infringe  theirs.  It  mull  then  be  fuppofed 
the  king  has  fuch  a  defign;  and,  in  confcquence, 
thisf  alliance  is  direfted  againft  him. 

"  Thus  the  king  cannot  but  objedl  and  proteft 
folemiily  againft  the  faid  alliance,  as  tending  ta 
break  the  good  harmony  eftablilhed  between 
Pruflia  and  Polarid  by  the  moft  folemn  treaties. 

"  If,  in  the  fecond  place,  this  alliance  is  direfted 
againft  the  common  enemy,  and  if  under  this  qua- 
lification is  included  the  Ottoman  Porte;  the  king, 
out  of  friendlhip  for  the  republic  of  Poland,  can7 
not  but  rcprefent  that  the  Porte  having  always  re* 
ligioufly  obferved  the  peace  of  Carlowitz,  amd 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  prefent  war 
carefully  avoided  the  ftates  of  the  republic, 
*here  will  infallibly  refult  the  moft  dangerous 
confequences,  as  well  for  the  ftates  of  the  re- 
public, as  for  thofe  of  his  Pruflian  majefty  which 
are  neighbouring,  if  Poland  contradts  alliances 
that  authorife  the  Porte  to  fee  an  enemy  in  Po» 
land.  Every  loyal  and  enlightened  citizen  of  Po- 
land will  fee  at  once  how  difficult  and  impoflible 
it  will  be  to  defend  his  country  againft  an  enemy 
fo  near,  fo  formidable,  and  fo  unruly. 

"  The  king  cannot  then  beindiiFerentto  the  pro* 
je6l  of  an  alliance,  which  menaces  not  only  the 
greateft  danger  towards  the  republic,  but  to  liis 
own  ftates,  and  which  will  infallibly  extend  fur- 
ther the  flames  of  war,  already  too  general. 

4  .   ^^  Th(x 
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^'  The  king  finds  nothing  to  obje6l  againft  the  re- 
public of  Poland's  augmenting  its  army,  and  put- 
ting its  forces  in  arefpeftable  ftate.  But  he  leaves 
to  the  confideration  of  the  good  citizens  of  Poland, 
if,  in  each  augmentation  of  the  army  of  Poland, 
a  power  is  not  given  to  engage  the  republic  in  a 
war  which  is  abfolutely  foreign  to  it,  and  confe- 
quently  leading  to  grievous  confequence^.  The 
king  is  flattered,  that  his  majefty  the  king  of  Po- 
land, and  the  ftates  of  the  ferene  republic  aflem- 
ble^d  in  the  prefent  diet,  will  take  into  mature  de- 
liberation all  that  his  majefty  now  reprefents,  in 
the  way  and  through  motives  of  the  moft  fincerc 
friendfhip,  and  for  tlic  true  welfare,  and  common 
intereft  of  the  two  flates,  fo  clofely  united  by 
the  indiflbluble  ties  of  a  perpetual  alliance. 

^'  His  majefty  alfo  hopes  that  her  majefty  the 
cmprefs  of  Ruflia  will  not  refufe  her  approbation 
to  motives  fo  juft,  and  fo  conformable  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Polifli  nation;  and  he  expedls 
alfo  with  confidence  from  one  part  and  the  othef 
that  they  defift  fi:om  the  proje6l  of  an  alliance 
fo  little  neceflary,  but  always  fo  dangerous  for 
Poland.  It ;  is  in  this  hope  that  his  majefty  in- 
vites all  the  >  true  patriots  and  good  citizens  of 
Poland  to  unite  with  him,  to  prevent,  by  their 
Union  and  wife  meafures,  the  imminent  danger 
with  which  their  country  is  menaced  :  and  they 
may  depend  that  his  majefty  will  graftt  theift 
the  neceflary  afliftance,  and  the  moft  powerful 
fuccours,  for  maintaining  the  independence,  li- 
berty, and  fecurity  of  Poland. 

Given  at  Warfaw,  the  12th  of  OdVobcr  178S. 

Louis  DB  BUCKHOLZ." 

Anfwir 
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Anfwer  of  the  'Diet  at  fVarfaw  to  the  Kingof  PruJJiai 
Declaration. 

"  The  underfigned,  by  the  exprcfs  orders  of  thd 
King  and  the  confederated  States  of  the  diet^ 
have  the  honour  to  tranlinit  to  M.  de  Buckholz 
the  following  anfwer : 

"  The  reading  of  the  faid  declaration  of  his 
Pruffian  majefiy,  in  a  full  council  on  the  13th, 
has  impreffed  the  States  affembled  with  a  lively 
lenfe  of  the  generous  manner  in  which  the  king 
has  adlcd  as  a  friend  and  neighbour,  in  afluring 
to  Poland  the  fafety  of  its  polVeflions. 

**  The  projoft  of  an  alliance  between  Rufliaand 
Poland,  hot  having  been  propofcd  either  to  the 
permanent  council,  or  to  the  diet  when  free, 
and  afterwards  confederated,  is  not  therefore  an 
object  of  the  a<^  of  Union,  which  leads  the  bu- 
iinefs  of  the  Diet,  conformable  to  the  general 
will  of  the  nation ;  and  the  propofitions  coming  - 
from  the  throne  refpecling  the  augmentation  of 
impofls,  and  the  military  of  the  republic,  are 
not  in  the  fyfieni  of  an  offenfive  force,  but 
folcly  for  defending  and  prelcrving  its  poffef- 
fions  and  its  free  government. 

"  If,  in  the  already-determined  proceedings,  the 
States  aflembled  receive  a  propolition  and  a  pro- 
jeA  of  an  alliance,  the  republic,  being  held 
by  the  fame  nature  of  a  diet,  in  fo  public  at  Itep 
will  never  veil  its  proceedings,  but  adt  confor* 
niable  to  the  independence  of  its  fovercignty,  to 
the  rules  of  prudence,  tp  the  facred  principles 
of  public  ftiith,  and  to  llie  deference  due  to  the 
friendly  fcntimcats  of  hi:3  maicfly   the  king  of 
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*^  The  GENERAL  Will,  eveic  right  and  ever  pub- 
lic, forming  the  fpirit  of  the  deliberations  of 
the  prefent  diet,  the  States  affembled  unani- 
moufly  feek  to  fix  in  the  opinion  of  his  Pruflian 
majefiy  an  advantageous  idea  of  their  under- 
ftandings  and'  their  patriotifin. 

(Signed) 

Stanislaus  Nalzez  Malachowsky, 
Referendary  of  the  Crown,  Marflial  of  the 
Diet,  and  of  the  Confederation  of   the 
Crown. 

(Signed) 

Casimir  Prince  Sapieha, 
Greneral  of  Artillery  of  Lithuania,  Marfhal 
of  the  Confederation  of  the  Grand  Duchy 
of  Lithuania.'* 

Warlaw, 
OAobcr  20,  1788. 

Tbefe  declarations  were  immediately  followed 
by  another  from  the  Ruffian  ambafiador^  in 
thefe  words : 

^*  The  ambaifador  extraordinary  of  her  ma- 
jefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias  has  hitherto 
obferved  the  mofl  profound  filence,  and  has  not 
made  the  leaft  reprefentation  againft  any  of  the 
refolutions  of  the  lUuflrious  States  aflembled, 
although  they  have  already  infringed  the  confli- 
tution  agreed  on  between  the  three  courts  ii* 
1776,  without,  however,  offering  any  diredt  at- 
tack on  the  a<ft  of  guarantee  of  1775.  The  or- 
ders o£  the  empreis  having  always  contained  evi- 
dent proofs. of*^  her  amicable  intentions  toward* 
the  Polilh  nation,  the  underfigned  wifhed  never 
to  fee  himielf  reduced  to  the  difagreeable  nccef- 
a  fity 
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fity  of  protefting  againft  any  attempt  to  alter  the 
form  of  government  folemnly  confirmed  by  the 
treaty  of  the  a6t  of  guarantee  in  1775.  ^^f 
neverthelefs,  an  attempt  of  this  nature  being 
contained  in  many  of  the  proje53:s,  which  have  a 
defign  to  eftablifli  a.  permanent  diet,  and  to  fub- 
vert  alfo  all  the  form  of  government,  the  un- 
dcrfigned  is  under  the  neceflity  of  declaring,  in 
tlie  nanle  of  her  Imperial  Majefty,  that,  al- 
though it  will  not  be  without  regret  that  fhe 
withdraws  from  the  king  and  the  illuftrious  re- 
public the  friendlhip  which  Ibe  has  avowed,  Ihe 
will  be  forced  to  confider  as  an  infraftion  of  the 
treaty  the  leafl:  change  in  the  cofiflitution  of 

,^775- 

St'ackelberg. 

Warfaw, 
-Nov.  5,   1788. 

It  was  prbpofed  in  the  diet,  after  reading  thef 
above,  to  draw  out  a  declaration  to  fend  to  the 
Ruffian  ambaflador,  demanding  that  all  the  Ruf- 
fian troops  fhould  immediately,  without  delay, 
.evacuate  Poland,  and  that  none  fliould  after- 
wards be  permitted  to  enter  there.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  copy  of  the  note  which  the  States  ordered 
the  marfhals  of  the  confederation  to  prefent  to 
his  excellency  count  Stackelberg : 

"  The  underwritten,  by  order  of  the  SerenC. 
States  aflfembled,  have  the  honour  to  remit  the 
prefent  note  to  his  excellency  count  Stackelberg, 
ambafiTador  fi-om  her  majefly  the  emprefs  of  all, 
the  Ruffias,  and  to  befecch  her  to  give  a  fi:efh 
proof  of  the  regard  Ihe  has  always  expreflfed 
for  the  welfare  of  this  country,  by  ordering  her 
troops  to  evacuate  it. 

"  The  faid  Serene  States  flatter  themfclvcs  that 
her  Imperial  Majefty  will>  with  her  ufi^al  good-* 
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hefe,  agree  with  them,  and  think  that  fo  great 
an  army,  however  well  difciplined  it  may  be, 
muil  be  burdenfome  to  the  country,  and  that 
its  flay  may  bcfidc  furnifli  the  Ottoman  court 
with  a  plaulible  pretext  for  cauiing  their  troop» 
to  enter  like  wife,  and  even  for  making  this 
fcountry  the  theatre  of  war,  which  muft  inevita- 
bly be  the  ruin  of  it. 

"  The  well-known  magnanimity  of  her  Im- 
perial Majefty  will  make  her  with  pleafure  fcize 
this  opportunity  of  proving  to  the  Polifh  nation,* 
that  thofe  who  have  recour'fe  to  her  juftice  are 
fure  to  be  fuccelsful.  She  will  thereby  be  fure  to 
acquire  the  gratitude  of  all  the  nation,  whofe 
fentiments  of  venerationr-are  already  known  to 
her." 

The  meeting  of  the  5th  was  opened  by  the 
knarfhal  of  the  diet  for  the  crown  returning  his 
majefty  thanks  for  the  fatigues  he  had  borne  in 
the  laft  feffions  ;  and  he  afterwards  proppfed 
fettling  what  powers  the  conuniffion  of  war  were 
to  have. 

The  prince  Czartorilki  demanded  of  the  mar- 
ilial  what  anfwer  the  Ruffian  ambalTador  -had 
made  to  the  requiiition  of  the  diet  for  the  troops 
evacuating  Poland;  as  well  as  on  ihe^  fubjedl  of 
their  being  refufed  winter  quarters  on  its  territory. 
The  marlhal  replied,  that  he  had  not  yet  re- 
teived  any  anfwer. 

The  note  prefented  to  the  diet  .by  the  Ruf- 
fian aiyibairador,  and  the  king's  fpeech  upon 
the  occalion,  created  fuch  a  fenfation  in  the  minds 
of  the  public,  that  foon  after  tlie  king  had  put 
an  end  to  the  feffions,  which  he  did  with  two 
words,  he  received  a  deputation  from  the  mem- 
bers, with  the  following  queftion — Whether  his 
'^efty.  would  adhere  to  them,  or  remain  united 
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to  the  Ruffian  party?  in  which  laft  cdc  they 
were  refolved  to  give  him  up  entirely.  Thcr 
king  replied-^That  he  would  anfwcr  this  pro- 
pofal  between  the  8th  and  loth  of  November, 
but  reqiieftcd  them^  at  the  fame  time^  to  refled 
well  upon  what  they  were  about. 

By  his  majefty's  ahfwer  to  a  fecond  deputation 
lent  to  him,  he  allayed  the  ferment  that  was  be- 
ginning to  agitate  the  diet  In  a  conciliatory 
fpeecn,  he  gave  hopes  Aat,  if  every  one  went 
hand  in  hand,  the  king  with  the  nation,  and  the 
nation  with  the  king,  every  thing  would  have  a 
happy  termination. 

The  affairs  of  Poland  now  became  a  promi- 
nent objedt  in  the  flate  of  Europe,  and  fore- 
boded a  confiderable  change  in  the  fyftem  of 
northern  politics.  The  inflexibility  of  his  Pruf- 
lian  majefly  was  declared  by  a  note  delivered 
by  his  ambaifador  to  the  diet  at  Warfaw,  and 
read  at  their  20th  tnceting,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  a  copy : 

'^  The  underfigned  envoy  extraordinary  of  his 
Pruffian  mijefty,  having  fent  the  king,  his  maf- 
ter,  the  anfwer  which  his  majcfty  t^ie  king  of 
Poland,  and  the  confederated  Hates  of  the  diet, 
communicated  on  the  20th  of  Oftober,  in  the 
declaration  o(  the  lath  of  the  fame  month,  he 
has  given  him  exprefs  orders  to  tcftify  to  the  illuf- 
trious  ftates  of  the  diet  of  Poland  the  llrong 
iatisfadtion  which  his  majefty  feels  in  obferving 
by  this  anfwer,  that  they  feCond  his  favourable 
fentiments  for  maintaining  the  privileges  of  the 
republic,  and  which  alfo  alTurcs  him  that  the 
projeA  of  an  alliance  between  Ruffia  and  Po- 
land (which  his  majefty  the  king  of  Poland,  and 
his  minifier  at  the  court,  had  made  a  propofition 
of)  had  not  been  in  any  manner  an  a6t  of  the 
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prefent  confederated  diet,  who  were  folcly  oc- 
cupied in  the  augmentation  of  the  army  and  re- 
venues of  the  flate. 

"  At  the  Ikme  time  that  thfe  king  finds  in  this 
anfwer  an  agreeable  atid  convincing  proof  of  the 
wifdom  which  dircds  all  the  refolutions  of  the 
prefent  diet,  he  learns  with  an  equal  fktlsfadlion, 
that  the  illufbious  flates,  faithful  to  their  confli- 
tution^  have,  by  a  piiblic  landlion,  and  inVeiled 
with  all  conftitutional  formalities,  regulated  the 
command  of  their  military  force  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  alTure  to  the  republic  its  independence, 
and  remove  from  it  the  poffibility  of  abufe  T>f 
power,  of  deipotifm,  and  of  all  foreign  influ- 
ence, which  every  other  regulation  made  it  fuf- 
ceptible  of. 

*^  His  majefiy  thought  himfelf  fedUre  ih  the 
known  prudence  and  firmnefs  of  the  dates  of 
the  diet,  who  would  never  permit  any  thing  to 
prevent  a  regulation  which  does  fo  mtifch  honour 
to  their  wife  forefight;  by  the  conlidenition  of  a 
particular  guarantee  to  the  former  fcdnflitution, 
as  if  the  republic  ihould  not  have  power  to 
amend  the  form  of  its  government  in  the  new 
Situation  of  its  circumftances  in  whith  it  abfo- 
lutely  is  at  prefent;  a  guarantee  which  is  not 
conformable  to  the  treaty  of  1773,  on  which 
only  the  guarantees  are  founded,  and  which  was 
figned  in  the  diet  of  1 775  by  one  power  only, 
who  contradided  it  foon  aAer* 
•  ""  The  king  continues  firmly,  refolved  to  fulfil  his 
promifes  towards  the  illufirious  republic,  of  an 
alliance  and  general  guarantee^  efpecially  to  fe- 
cure  its  independence,  without  ever  intermed- 
dling in  its  interior  affairs,  or  wiihing  to  trouble 
the  U'eedom  of  its  deliberations  ana  refolutions^ 
A  a  a  which 
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which  on  the  contrary  he  will  fupport  with  all  hi» 
ciforts. 

"  His  majeliy  is  flattered  that  the  illuftrioiw 
ftates  of  the  prefent  diet  arc  co»vinced  of  the 
uprightnefs  and  purity  of  thefe  affnrances,  and 
of  his  friendly  fentiments  for  (he  repubKc,  with-* 
out  fufFering  any  finifter  inlinuations  to  prevail 
upon  them,  by  thofe  who  only  feek  to  propagate 
a  fpirit  of  party  under  the  cldak  of  patriotiifin,^ 
and  who,  in  reality,  have  no  other  defign  than 
to  take  off  the  republic  from  the  court  of  Pnif*- 
j(ia,  its  moil  ancient  ally. 

"  The  king,  by  his  declaration  of  the  lath  oT 
October,  and  by  the  prefent,  which  has  been 
franfmitted  to  the  Kuiiian  miniftcr  at  Berlin,, 
could  not  think  of  expreffing  in  an  equivocal 
manner  his  fentiments  for  the  fafcfy  and  welfare 
of  the  republic^  from  which  no  oonfideration 
whatever  ihall  divert  him. 

'^  His  majefty  hopes  alfo  that  the  confederate* 
jftates  of  the  republic  will  give  to  this  new  de- 
claration all  the  attention  and  confideratioi* 
which  it  merits,  frt>m  the  pureft  and  moA  fin- 
cere  fentiments  of  friendfhip  and  good  neigh- 
bourhood, and  from  their  unequivocal  wifhes  ttgsf 
the  profperity  of  the  repubUc. 

LotriS  DE  BUCKHOLZ." 

Warfaw, 
Nov.  19,  1788. 

After  reading  the  above,  the  debate  grew  more 
violent  than  ever;  but  in  the  end  ^  Prufiiaa 
party  prevailed,  and  the  ftates,  in  rq)ly  to  the 
king's  lafl:  declaration,  declared,  "  That  if  their 
paft  refolutions  in  -deciding  for  a  feparate  com- 
miffion  of  tfie  war  department,  had  met  with 
the  gffod  wiflies  of  the  king  of  FnlHia,  they 
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^oped  their  fubfequent  deliberations  on  the  fame 
iiibjedt  would  iofure  them  in  future.  It  was  by 
fuch  a  condudt  th^t  the  republic  wifhcd  to  aflure 
the  king  how  much  they  efteemed  his  good  wifhes 
and  approbation,  as  well  as  to  eftablilh  the  fafety  of 
the  repu]blic,  which,  his  majefty  fo  kindly  faid, 
was  fuperior.  to  other  important  confiderations. 
The  king  of  Pruflia  having  declared-  himfelf 
ready  tg  fulfil  his  engagements  of  alliance  and 
guarantee  with  the  ftates,  the  nation  accepted  it 
with  a  reciprocal  defire  and  gratitude.  His  ma- 
jefty, in  offering  fuch  generous  and  friendly 
tenns,  had  eftablilhed  for  ever  that  high  opinion 
^hich  the  Polifti  nation  entertained  of  his  mag- 
nanimity and  character." 

From  this  anfwer,  which  was  dated  atWar^ 
faw,  Dec.  8,  1788,  it  appears  how  dependeiit 
the  ftates  of  Poland  were  become  on  the  plcafure 
of  the  king  of  Pruflia. 

Thefuccefs,  indeed,  at  this  lime  of  the  Imperial 
army  of  Ruffia  and  Auftriaagainft  theTurksmade 
the  Poles  feel  more  fenlibly  than  ever  the  weak- 
nefs  of  her  government,  and  forefeeing  the  dan- 
ger of  her  lituation,  from  the  conquefts  of  Rui^ 
jia  on  the  one  fide,  and  the  increafing  power  of 
Auftria  on  tlie  other,  fhe  wifely  threw  herfclf 
into  the  arms  of  Pruffia,  as  the  only  power  ca- 
pable of  affbrding  her  protection. 

His  Pruffian  majefty,  fenfible  of  the  value  of 
fuch  an  acceffion  of  ilrength  thrown  into  the 
oppofite  fcale,  received  the  repubiha  with  open 
arms;  and  endeavoured,  by  every  poflible  meails, 
to  re-animate  that  once  brave  people,  and  to  in- 
fpire  them,  not  with  the  love  of  conqueft,  but 
with  the  pride  of  felf-defence. 

When  the  count  de  Woyna,  envoy  from  the 

^ing  and  republic  of  Poland  ^t  Vienna,  officially 
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ratified  to  the  Imperial  court  the  alliknce  con* 
eluded  between  Pruflia  and  Poland,  and  ex* 
prefled  his  hope  that  the  emperor,  as  a  good 
neighbour,  would  view  the  raeafure  in  a  friendly 
light ;  he  at  the  fame  time  Dbferved,  that  the  re- 
public faw  with  concern  that,  notwithfVanding 
the  tranquillity  which  reigned  in  the  two  refpcc- 
tive  ftates,  the  Imperial  court  was  aflembling  a 
very  conliderable  force  in  Gallicia  ;  and  that  he 
v^as  inftru6led  to  require  fome  explanation  on 
that  head. 

The  anfwer  given  fomc  time  after  by  the 
Prince  de  Kaunitz  was,  "  that  the  emperor  felt 
"s^s  a  friend  and  good  neighbour  ought  to  feel,  in 
hearing  of  the  accomplilhment  of  the  wilhes  of 
the  republic;  and  that  he  mojl  certainly  would  not 
be  the  firft  to  take  any  fiep  that  might  difturb  or  im- 
pair the  friendjhip  that  fubjifted  between  him  and  the 
republic  \  that  with  regard  to  the  troops  which  he 
was  aflembling  on  "the  frontier  of  Poland,  his 
majefty  had  given  the  moll:  pofitive  orders  that 
they  Ihould  fcrupuloufly  rcfpect  the  territory  of 
the  republic;  but  that  he  had,  at  the  fame  time, 
given  them  no,  lefs  pofitive  orders  to  cover  the 
frontiers  of  Gallicia,  and  guard  it  againil  any 
unexpected  attack.'^  . 

The  aflurance  thus  given  by  the  wzry  and  ve- 
nerable Kaunitz,  it  was  thought,  might  with  the 
greater  confidence  he  relied  on,  as  the  emperor 
was  in  no  conditidh  to  encounter  with  the  united 
force  of  Pruflia  and  Pola'nd,  in  addition  to  the 
whole  force  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  though  fup- 
ported  by  her  Imperial  majefly  of  Ruflia,  whofe 
finances  mufl:  likewife  have  been  greatly  ex- 
haufted  by  the  armies  fhe  had  been  obliged  to 
maintain  at  an  e^f pence  never  before  known, 
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provilioD»  of  ell  kinds  having  been  at  an  enor- 
mous price,  during  the  greateil  part  of  the 
war.  '  - 

Early  in  the  year  1 790  a  plan  was  drawn  up  by 
the  count  Potocki,  for  efFedling  a  reform  of  th<? 
Polilji  coniiitution,  the  moft  feriking  feature  of 
which  Was,  that  the  throne  fhould  be  eledlive^ 
but  that  meafures  ibould  be  taken  to  prevent  thp 
peace  of  the  kingdom,  or  of  Europe,  being  dif- 
turbed  by  any  future  etedlion.  On  the  fame 
fubje<a  the  bifhop  of  Kaminiec  prefented  eight 
articles,  which  here  follow : 

Art.  I.  Determined  the  rights  of  Ibvercignty, 
v^hich  belonged  to  the  nation^  particularly  that  o^ 
dealing  a  kiijg. 

Art.  II.  All  laodhold^^  ihould  have  the  right 
of  giving  their  fufFrages  in  the  election  of  repre«- 
fcntatives. 

Art.  III.  Fixed  the  terms  of  each  diet  to  two 
years,  at  tlie  expiration  of  which  they  Ihould 
render  an  account  of  their  condu<9t  to  their  con»- 
ftituents. 

Art.  IVp  Required  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
diet  iir  the  formation  of  all  fundamental  laws, 
three  fourths  of  the  votes  for  all  political  laws, 
t\yo  thirds  for  taxes  and  impofls,  and  the  iimpip 
plurality  of  votes  for  all  civil  and  criminal 
lawa. 

Art*  V.  A  plurality  of  three  fourths  of  th^ 
votes  of  the  diet,  fliall  be  neceflary  in  all  quef- 
tions  concerning  foreign  alliances  and  treaties  of 
peace. 

Art.  VI.  The  preiervation  of  tlie  laws,  and 
the  whole  power  of  "the  executive  government, 
fhall  reft  with  the  king  and  his  council,  the 
members  of  which  (hall  be  refponliblc  to  the 
diet  for  their  condu6l. 

A  44  Ajrt. 


I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^6o  HISTORY   OP   POLAND. 

Art.  VIL  The  tribunals  of  the  diet  ffhall  pre-r 
ferve  their  jurifdic^tii  a,  hut  the  limits  of  it  Hiall 
be  more  ftriftl)  deiinoil. 

Art.  Vni.  The  ronftitution  being  eftabliflied 
on  thcfe  principles,  it  Ihall  be  gunrjiitied  that  the 
confederate  dietfhall  no  longer  rxift,  and  that  all 
laws  againft  the  principUs  of  the  above  articles 
fhall  be  declared  null  and  void. 

Thefe  were  foon  folh^.td  by  a  numl^er  of  re- 
clamations addreflcd  b\  the  towns,  boroughs^^ 
and  provinces  to  the  diet  of  Poland,  viz. 

I.  That  all  the  rights  and  pnvilcges  enjoyed  by 
the  commons  before  the  diet-  of  union,  fhall  be  re- 
^ored,  in  their  primitive  vigour,  by  the  decilion 

of  the  prefent  diet. 

II.  That  fccurity  of  perfon  Ihall  be  guarantied, 
both  ti^  all  natives  of  the  order  of  the  commons, 
and  to  ftrangers  rcfiding  with  their  property  an4 
cffedls  in  Poland. 

III.  That  the  commons  fhall  l)e  free  to  poflefe 
landed  property  in  Poland,  in  the  fame  manner  asi 
they  already  enjpy  this  right  in  Lithuania. 

IV.  That  the  order  of  the,  nobility  fliall  nq 
longer  regard  that  of  the  commons  with  con- 
tempt ;  that  a  noble  lliall  not  derogate  from  tlie 
rights  of  his  birth,  when,  either  to  obtain  an  ho- 
neft  fubiiftence,  or  jfor-  the  fake  of  being  ulefully 
employed,  he  fhall  emlDrace  any  profellion  hither- 
to conlidered  as  fit  only  to  be  cxcrcifcd  by  a  com- 
moner ;  but  that  thefe  rights  fhall  avail  him  in  all 
refpefts  ^s  before,  and  that  he  may  alfo  enjoy  the 
advantages  of  fucceeding  to  the  families  of  com- 
moners, as  they  in  return  may  inherit  of  nobles, 
when  any  portion  of  inheritance  fhall  belong  to 
them  by  contracl  of  marriage. 

Art.  V.  That  the  invidious  conflitutions,"  which 
exclude  the  commons  frqm  allccclefiaftical  and 
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mUitJMFy  employmepts,  Ihall  be  annulled;  and 
that  not  only  the  ancient  privileges,  in  virtue  df 
which  the  commons  were  admiflible  to  all  eccle- 
liaftical  benefices  without  exception,  fliall  be  re* 
newed  ;  bi^t  that  they  Ihall  moreover  be  capable 
p{  riling  in  civil  and  military  employments.  \ 

VI.  That  all  cities  Ihall  be  not  only  enfranchifed 
from  the  JurifdiEtions  des  Starojiies^  but  alfo  from 
^11  dthers,  and  that  the  citizens  Ihall  be  fubje6k 
only  to  the  jurifdidion  of  their  own  magiftrates, 
as  the  magiftrates*  to  the  affeflbrial  courts  of  the 
king. 

VII.  That  the  commons  Ihall  be  at  liberty  to 
communicate  their  ideas  refpecSling  commerce, 
and  the  magazines  in  the  cities,  to  the  commilfion- 
ers  of  the  treafury,  and  the  chambers  for  foreign 
affairs ;  and  that  what  thefe  Ihall  declare  juft  and 
reafonable  Ihall  be  made  law. 

VIII.  That  not  only  fome  citieis,  but  all,  each 
in  its  refpedlive  palatinate,  Ihall  have  the  right  of 
fending  deputies  to  the  diet,  and  of  charging 
them  with  proper  inftrdilions :  that  the  ancient 
privilege  of  the  cities,  which  fecur^  to  them  a 
certain  influence  in  the  government,  when  they 
Ihall  b^  renewed,  fliall  be  no  more  impeached  or 
4iminiflied  ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  fliall 
be  increafcd,  particularly  in  all  refpedls  that  may 
lend  to  render  the  form  of  government  flill  more 
perfe<ft. 

IX.  That  in  all  commifl!ions  of  treaiiiry  and 
palatinates,  where  obje  As  of  commerce,  requiring 
mercantile  knowledge,  fliall  prefent  themfelves, 
pommoners  fhall  be  ele<?led  as  well  as  nobles. 

X.  That  fuppofing  the  afleflbrial  tribunals  to 
"be  the  fupreme  courts  for  the  cities,  the  aflcflfbrs 
fliall  confiftof  nobles  and  commons,  chofen  in 
fsqual  numbers. 
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On  the  29th  of  March  1790,  a  treaty  of  de^ 
fence  and  alliance  between  Prufiia  and  Poland 
wasfeated,  ratified^  and  exchanged. 

As  foon  as  the  articles  of  wliich  it  was  com-r 
{)ofed  h^  been  agreed  to  in  the  diet,  aijd  fome 
days  before  the  ratification  of  them,  Stani^aus 
wrote  in  the  following  terms  to  the  king  of  Pruf- 
fia: 

*^  Monfieur  my  Brother, 

^  It  is  already  certainly  known  to  your  majefty^v 
that  the  diet  of  Poland  h^s  unanimoufly  decided 
to  ally  our  republic  to  your  majefty  without  dcr 
lay,  and  without  pretending  to  regulate  before- . 
hand  the  points  of  commerce,  which  are  at  prai^ 
lent  in  difcuffion  between  your  maj€fty  and  us» 
The  more  thefe  points  of  commerce  are  eflential 
to  us,  the  more  highly  will  your  majefty  appre«- 
ciate  the  cagernefs  of  a  free  and  generous  nation, 
to  unite  with  you  in  repofing  entirely  on  the.  per- 
fonal  equity  of  the  known  cham<^er  of  your  ma^ 

"  With  a  king  fiich  as  you,  the  foreft  way  is  to 
addrefs  him  diredlly,  by  intreating  him  to  weigh^ 
in  the  balance  of  his  juft  mind,  the  claims  of  a 
nation  who  give  him  all  their  friendfhipj  while 
they  depend  on  the  clear  letter  of  treaties,  and 
on  the  fulFerance  of  feventeen  years.  The  idea 
whiclithe  nation  has  formed  of  the  reigning  Fre^ 
derick  William  is,  that,  formed  to  equal  his  a9- 
ceftors  in  every  other  fort  of  glory,  there  is  one 
which  he  wiihes  to  render  peculiarly  his  own, 
by  fetting  his  grandeur  above  this  fatal  maxim, 
That  the  profperity  of  our  own  Jlate  can  only  be  promoU 
ed  by  the  misfortunes  of  our  neighbours. 

"  You  cannot,  Sire,  be  ignorant  of  the  great 
difficulties  which  ought  to  have  oppofed,  or  at 
leail  retarded,  the  refolution  which  tlie  diet  of  Por 
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land  formed  on  the  15th  current;  ncverthelels, 
thofe  difficulties  yielded  to  the  fentiment,  that  it 
was  with  you,  Sire,  we  had  to  deal.  I  told  my 
nation,  that  I  would  perfonally  addrefs  myfelf  to 
your  majefiy ;  that  I  would  liy  before  you  the 
rights^  complaints,  and  demands  of  my  nation ; 
and  the  whole  diet,  without  coming  to  a 
vote,  faid,  *  Let  us  proceed  to  become  the  allies 
of  this  king,  too  loyal,  doubtlels  too  truly  great, 
to  wifli  to  take  advantage  of  the  confidence 
which  we  Ihall  put  in  him.  He  will  order,  with- 
out doubt,  his  minifters  to  remedy  the  juA  com* 
plaints  of  the  Polifh  nation.  He  will  fay,  I  wifli 
that  the  Poles  fhould  henceforth  be  free  from  ia« 
*  j  uftice  and  vexation.  I  wilh  they  Ihould  be  fatis^ 
iied,  becaufe  tliey  have  d^^red  then^elves  my 
friends/ 

^*If  in  Q)caking  to  my  nation,  I  have-prefumed 
my  letter  would  be  attended  with  fuccels;  inr  do- 
ing fo,  I  did  homage  to  your  virtues.  It  is  with 
fuch  fentiments  that  I  (hall  always  do  myfelf  the 
))onour  to  fubfcribe  myfelf. 

Sire, 
Of  your  piajeJfty  the  good  Brother  and  Aljy, 

SxANisLAus  Augustus/* 
Warfaw,.  March  17,  1790. 

To.  this  his  Pruffian  ma^efty  retyrned  as  fol- 
lows :, 

^'  Monfieur  my  Brother, 
"  The  prince  Jablonowlky  has  delivered  me  a 
letter  which  your  majefly  wrote  me,  dated  17th 
Jvlarch,  and  which  claims  my  perfonal  interfer- 
ence to  put  an  end  to  the  commercial  grievances 
with'  which  the  Polifti  nation  thinks  itfelf  op- 
prefled  in  its  intercourfe  with  Pruffia.  I  am  flat- 
tered b;^  your  confidence,  and  will  eiideavout 
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to  juffify  it ;  but  I  intreat  of  youY  majefty  and  tho 
nation,  to  ofefervc,  likcwifc,  the  fame  juftice  an4 
impartiality  which  it  demands  of  me,  toward* 
me  and  my  ftate,  and  to  weigh,  in  an  exa<9:  ba- 
lance, the  real  circumftances  of  the  important 
object  in  queftion. 

"  If  your  majefty  wifhes.  to  recal  every  thing 
which  has  p^flcd  fince  the  ceffion  of  Weftern 
Pruflia,  you  cannot  forget  that  the  charges  and 
inconveniences  to  which  the  commerce  of  the  Po- 
lifh  nation  upon  the  Viftula,  and  towards  the 
Bahic'  Sea,  is  perhaps  expofed,  folely  take  their 
origin  and  their  fources  from  the  convention  of 
commerce  in  1775  between  Pruflia  and  Poland, 
ty  which  all  the  mcrchandife  which  the  PolifH 
nation  tranfports  to  Dantzick,  or  exports,  have 
been  charged  with  the  fame  duties  of  twelve  per 
cent,  which  already  exifted  from  the  time  of  the 
Polifh  dominion. 

**  If  abufes  have  crept  into  tlie  receiving  of  thefe 
duties  by  the  raifcondudl  of  the  collecftors,  it  is 
what  the  Pruflian  fubje6ls  no  lefs  experience  in 
Poland.  I  have  endeavoured  to  redrcfs  theni  aa 
inuch  as  pofiible,  when  complaints  appeared.'* 

(The  king  then  enumerates  the  many  inftances 
in  which  he  had  favoured  the  trade  of  the  Polilh 
.nation ;  but  with  regard  to  Dantzick,  he  fays)  *'  It 
cannot  be  jufily  demanded,  that  I  fhould  grant 
the  fame  advantages  which  my  own  cities  enjoy, 
to  a  city  which  is  on  all  fides  furrounded  by  my 
dominions  without  belonging  to  fhem,  and 
which  docs  them  fo  much  milchief  by  the  con- 
traband pradticcs  of  its  inhabitants  and  the  chi- 
canery of  its  magiflrates. 

"  I  perceive  well  that  tlie  Polifli  nation  fufFers  in 
an  indirect  manner,  but  it  is  its  own  fault,  and  it 
ought  to  remember,  that  it  has  not  been  left  ill- 
treated 
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treated  by  the  monopoly  of  th^  commerce  of  thcf' 
Viftula,  whicii  the  city  of  Dantzick  had  ufurpcd 
from  the  time  of  the  Polifli  dominion  in  prejudice 
of  the  other  Pruffian  cities.  This  vice  cannot 
hW  to  remain  inherent  in  the  commerce  which 
the  Poles  carry  on  by  the  Viftala  into  Dantzick, 
fo  long  as  tie  dries  of  Dantzick  and  of  Thdrn  remain 
feparate  from  my  territories^  by  which  they  are  com- 
pletely furrounded,  efpecially  the  iirih  It  is  to 
remedy  this  great  evil  that  I  have  proposed  to  youl' 
majelly,  and  the  illuftrioiis  diet,  to  make  with  me 
a  new  treaty,  by  which  Ifhall  diminijb  the  duties  ejla^ 
blifhed  at  twelve  per  cent,  on  the  Plfiula^  to  a  taxfo 
moderate  that  the  Polijh  nation  Jhall  have  no  reajon  t0 ' 
complain;  and  I  have  j>EMAiiiyET>,  that  in  compenfa-' 
tion  of  the  great  lofs  which  I  Jljallfujiain  inmy  finanees^ 
they  Jhould  give  up  to  me  the  sovereignty  of 
Dantzick  and  Thorn,  which  by  their  natural  Jituatio9$ 
fiELONG  to  the  territory  oflVeJtern  Vrujfia,  and  which 
at  the  time  of  the  cejjion  of  that  country  was  excepted 
$nly  for  particular  reafons,  and  of  little  importance. 

'*  I  thought  I  might  make  thefepropoikls  without 
being  taxed  with  unjuft  views  of  ambition,  bc- 
caufe  thcfe  two  cities  are  lituated  in  the  middle  of 
my  dominions,  and  their  fovereignty  belongs  tcr 
the  poflfeiibr  of  Weflem  Pfuflia,  and  the  ally  of 
Poland,  to  whom  they  give  an  acceffion  of  force 
equally  neceilary  to  Pruflia  and  I^oland.  They 
are  of  no  importance  to  Poland,  'anS  rather  ten- 
der their  commerce  difficult  and  trouWcfome  by 
fhe  conventional  duties.** 

(The  king  then  mentions  the  value  of  revemie 
he  lolea  by  the  propofed  redin^Hon  of  duties,  viz* 
1100,000  crowns  annually ;  and  propofes  to  make 
good  any  lofs  which  his  Polifh  majcfty  may  fui^ 
tain  by  coding  thefe  towns.  He  exprefles  his«iiir-» 
pdfe  that  a  propofal  fo  fair  and  candid  fliould 
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liavc  been  oppofed  by  the  Polifh  nation;  an<J^ 
having  ftated  his  unwillingnefs  to  re-confider 
what  has  been  propoled  by  Poland^  concludes 
thus:> 

^^  I  thought  it  neceflary  to  enter  into  this  de- 
tail, and  lay  before  your  majefly  cornfiderations 
to  which,  at  Wariaw,  they  do  not  appear  to 
have  given  that  attention  which  they  merited.  ^ 
I  ftill  promife  myfelf  that  you  will  examine* 
thefe  conliderations  with  that  fpirit  of  equity  and 
penetration  which  chara<9:erifc  your  majefty,  and 
that  you  will  make  ufe  of  them  to  enlighten  the 
nation,  and  to  difpel  the  prejudices  which  op- 
pofe  the  true  intetefts  of  botfi  ftates. 

I  am, 
With  fentiments  of  efteem 
And  perfeA  friendihip, 
Your  Majefty's  faithful  Brofher  and  Ally^ 

Frederic  Guillaume/^ 
Berlin, 
April  II,  1790. 

In  Auguft  of  this  year  the  prince  Poninlki/ 
grand  treafurer  of  the  crown,  exhibited  a  ftriking. 
example  of  the  inftability  of  fortune^  or  rather 
the  certain  reward  of  thofe  who  build  their  own 
aggrandizement  upon  the  ruin  of  their  countr)\- 
In  the  famous  diet  of  delegation  of  which  he 
was  marefchal,  and  in  the  partition  of  Poland,- 
his  conduft  had  been  evidently  too  friendly  ta 
the  combined  powers.  After  fixteen  years  had 
elapfed,  on  the  8th  of  June  1789,  a  criminal 
accufation  was  preferred  againfl  him  before  the 
Poliih  diet,  by  M.  Zalelki,  nuncio  of  Troki,< 
im  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanorsy  in  having  at^ 
that  period  betrayed^   from  views  of  perfonal 
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¥'efertnent,    the  deareft  interefts  of  the  ftatc* 
he  commiffion  chofcn  to  try  him  confiftedof  14 
fenators  and  miniflers  of  ftate,  and  24  deputies 
from  different  towns.     To  prevent  partiality,  the 
ballot  was  drawn  by  a  child,  but  it  did  not  ap- 
pear by  the  names  on  the  lift  that  they  were  very 
favourable  to  the  prifoner,  who  found  means  at 
that  time  to  make  his  efcapc.     He  was,  how- 
ever, retaken,  but  the  affair  feemed  hkely  to  be 
fopprelfed.     While  the  diet  of  the  10th  of  Au- 
gufl  1790  fat,  the  charge  againfl  Poninfki  fud- 
denly   revived^  and  many  members  fpoke  vio- 
lently on  the  fubjedl.'    The  grand  treafurer,  fore- 
feeing  the  event,  took  a  fecond  opportunity  to 
efcape.     Although  he  had  been  releafed  on  fecu- 
rity  and  promife  that  he  would  not  go  off  clan- 
deftincly,  he  left  Warfaw  privately  on  Sunday 
the  29th ;  but,  unhappily  for  him,  he  was  met 
on  the  road  by  the  fame  captain  who  had  guarded 
him  when  he  firfl  made  his  efcape,  which  inci- 
dent had  given  very  great  difpleafure.     This  offi- 
cer, having  found  him  15  leagues  from  Warfaw, 
carried  him  back.     On  the  ifl  of  September  he 
was  brought  before  the  tribunal  of  the  diet,  by 
whom  he  was  declared  a  traitor  to  his  country, 
decreed  to  lofe  his  rank,  honours,  funflions,  and 
employments ;  condemned  to  be  flripped  of  the 
order  with  which  he  was  inveflcd,  ordered  to 
leave  Warfaw   in  twenty-four  hours,    and  the 
country  in  four  weeks;    after  which  time  all 
judges  or  jurifdi6tions  who  Ihould  find  him  within 
the  territories  of  the  republic  were  to  arrefl  him 
and  punifh  him  with  death.- 

The  prince  Poninfki,  who  heard  the  judg- 
ment at  the  bar  of  the  tribunal,  again  folTered 
the  mortification  of  aflifling  at  the  publicatrou 
#f  htft  difgrace  before  all  the  people  affembled  in 
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ihe  Hotel  de  Villc,  where  the  inligiiia  of  (he  or-» 
dcr  was  torn  off,  and  from  whence  he  was  led 
through  the  principal  fkeets,  Accompanied  by 
the  common  crier,  who  proclaimed,  "  It  is  thus 
\ve  punifh  traitors  to  their  country."  From  princi- 
ples of  humanity,  however,  the  punifliment  was 
declared  to  be  perfonal;  and  not  to  afFe6l  his 
wife,  children,  brother,  or  any  of  liis  family  or 
pofterity. 

On  the  30th  of  Augufl  an  acb  called  The  Uni- 
terfal  was  pafled  in  tl^  hall  of  the  diet,  in  whichy 
for  the  firft  time,  mention  was  made  of  the  fuc- 
ceflion  of  the  eledor  of  Saxony  to  the  throne  of* 
Poland.  When  this  projed  had  obtained  the 
tonfent  of  the  diet,  the  king  'exprefled  himfelf  in 
thefe  words!  "  It  never  entered  into  my  thoughts 
to  bring  forward  any  one  as  fucceffor  to  the 
throne  during  my  life-time,  nor  v/ill  I  counte- 
nance fuch  a  propofal,  unlefs  I  find  it  is  madcf 
\vith  the  general  concurrence  of  the  na;tion."-— 
After  avowing  this  principle,  a  propodal  wa^ 
made  on  his  p^  to  the  diet,  to  give  public  notice 
for  the  purpofe  of  convoking  the,  provincial  af- 
lemblies,  in  order  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  the 
citizens  to  declare  their  refolution  of  acquiefcing 
in  the  nomination  of  a  fucceffor  to  the  thrond. 
during  the  life  of  the  reigning  prince.  As  foon 
as  thefe  aflemblies  were  decreed,  many  members 
of  the  diet,  as  well  as  other  inhabitants  of  Xht 
provinces,  offered  their  fervices  to  the  king,  and 
concurred  in  the  above  motion,  provided  that 
one  of  his  majefty's  nephews,  and  not  the  elec- 
tor of  Saxony,  fhould  be  nominated  to  the  Ibc-^ 
ceffioh.  To  thefe  projofals  the  king's  uniform 
anfwer  was — '*  You  know,  gentlemen,  that  I 
had  no  Ihare  in  the  defign  of  nominating  my 
fucceffor  during  my  life;  notwithftanding  which, 

if 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY   OP  POLAND.  369 

if  the  nomination  fhould  fall  on  a  prince  of  my 
own  blood,  it  would  give  rife  to  a  ftrong  fulpi- 
cion  that  I  had  been  clandeflinely  the  author  of 
the  proje6l :  moreover,  my .  opinion  is,  that  in 
chooling  a  king  whofe  riches,  rank,  and  con- 
nections would  give  a  luftre  to  the  choice,  added 
to  the  virtues  and  political  talents  whicli  dillin- 
guilh  the  elector  of  Saxony,  a  fucceflTor  would 
be  nominated  who  would  greatly  contribute  to 
the  dignity,  power,  and  advantage  of  the  rcpub- 

In  con(cquence  of  this  invariable  rcfblution  of 
the  king,  all  the  provincial,  aifemblies,  except 
that  of  Volhinia,  demanded  the  elector  of  Sax- 
ony as  fucceflbr  to  the  throne ;  and  though  this 
latter  aflembly  was  lefs  pofitive  than  the  others 
in  its  declarations,  yet  every  tcftimony  was  given 
of  its  elleem  for  the  perfon  and  qualities  of  the 
cledor.^  In  the  paSla  convenia,  it  is  ftipulatccl 
that  no  fucceflbr  to  the  throne  (hall  be  named 
during  the  life  of  the  reigning  king.  The  firft 
and*  moil  important  ftep  in  oppofition  to  that 
ftipulation  was  made  not  by  his  majeily,  but  by 
the  nation.  The  additional  flrength  given  to  the 
power  of  the  reigning  king,  by  nominating  his 
fucceffor  from  his  own  family,  had  always  been 
conlidcred  with  juft  and  watchful  jcaloufy  by  the 
country.  In  the  prefent  cafe  his  majcfly  dilcarded 
his  own  relations,  and  received  one  who  was 
not  even  perfonaily  known  to  him  as  his  fuc- 
ceflbr from  the  hands  of  the  nation.  The  mo- 
tive whicli  induced  the  country  to  this  infraction 
of  an  ancient  law,  was  a  general  convi6tion  that 
every  interregnum  was  the  fource  of  a  civil  and  a 
foreign  war;  which  conviction  had  operated  fo 
flrongly  on  the  minds  of  many,  that  tliey  ex-» 
teiided  their  ci^^es  to  future  generations^  and  va-» 
B  b  rioua 
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rious  Infiruftipns  of  the  provincial  ailfemblies 
were  font  to  their  reprefentatives  to  require  their 
Support  of  a  decree  not  confined  to  the  immedi- 
ate cafe,  but  for  the  eftablilhment  of  a  perpetua) 
hereditary  fucceffipn.  Many  writings  were  adT 
dreffed  to  the  public,  which  daily  increaied  ii^ 
number  and  energy,  cxpreffing  the  general  wifh 
of  {o  defirabie  a  dccilion.  lliefe  requifitions 
were  made  from  the  nation  to  thejting,  and  mi 
from  the  king  to  the  nation.  A  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  diet  loudly  declared,  that  the 
deareft  interefls,  and  even  the  falvation  of  their 
country,  depended  op  his  majefty's  concurrence 
with  the  gpneral  wifli. 

In  the  beginning  of  1791  feveral  meetings 
>ycre  held  xefpecling  a  reform  in  the  conftitutioq 
of  Poland.  On  the  3d  of  May  a  number  of 
patriots,  who  had  preconcerted  the  great  ohje&s 
which  they  meant  to  accomplilh  in  the  fitting  of 
the  diet  that  day,  aflTemblcd  in  the  king's  cham- 
ber. There,  in  the  prefence  of  the  king,  they 
pngaged  to  effedluate  the  rcvolutio9  that  day ;  ' 
jind  they  pledged  thejnfelves  to  each  other,  by  a 
folemn  engagement,  not  to  feparate  until  tliey 
had  accomplifhed  their  end. 

The  aflfembly  was  opened  at  the  ufual  hour. 
Tlie  galleries  wei*e  crowded  with  fpe<5lators,  an4 
the  houfe  was  furrounded  with  thoufands  who 
could  not  gain  admiflion.  Inflcad  of  the  mar- 
shals, the  king  himfelf  opened  the  fefliion.  He 
faid,  in  fubftance,  that,  notwithflanding  all  af- 
furances  to  the  contrary,  there  was  an  alarming 
rufnpur,  confirmed  by  the  advices  daily  received, 
tha^  the  three  neighbouring  powers  ^ould  make 
lip  and  terminate  all  their  jealoufies  and  divifion^ 
at  the  expence  of  the  poflcflions  of  the  repub- 
lic; that  the  only  method  of  afiuring  to  Polan4 
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the  integrity  of  its  pofieilions,  and  of  pteferving 
it  from  the  ruin  which  foreign  politics  were  pre- 
paring for  it,    was,  to  efiablifh   a  conftitution 
which^  ihould  fbcure  its  internal,  independence ; 
that,  in  this  view,  there  had  been  prepared  a 
plan  of  a  conAitution,  founded  principally  on 
thofe  of  England  and  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, but  avoiding  the  faults  and  errors  of  both, 
and  adapting  it,  as  much  as  poilible,  to  the  lo^ 
'cal  and  particular  circumftances  of  the  country. 
In  fupporf  of  the  information  relative  to  the  fo- 
reign ppwers,   the  king  communicated  to  the 
diet  fome  difpatches  received  from  the  miniftcrs 
of  the  republic  at  foreign  courts,  Hating  how 
eager  they  were  to  oppofe  all  fettlement  of  the 
conilitution,  and  that  every  thing  feemed  to  an- 
nounce their  hoftile  deiigns  on   Poland.     The 
king  deiired  that  the  plan  which  he  fubmitted  to 
them  might  be  read,  and  that  they  ihould  pro- 
ceed forthwitli  to  ensLci  it  into  a  law  if  they  ap- 
proved of  it.     The  plan  was  accordingly  read, 
and  a  very  long  and  important   debate    took 
place ;  but  all  was  conducted  without  force  or 
rcftraint.      One  perfon  in  the  affembly,    who 
icemed  to  challenge  an  application  of  violence  ta 
himfclf,  was  induflrioufly  protedted  from  its  ef- 
fects.    On  his  demanding  the  right  of  fpeaking, 
many  voices  were  raifed  to  refufe  it  him ;  but  the 
king   himfelf   infilled  on    the   privilege   being 

f  ranted  him,  and  he  was  permitted  to  deliver 
is  fentiments  with  the  moft  perfect  freedom,  nor 
was  the  finalleft  infult  offered  either  to  him  or  to 
tliofe  who  fided  with  his  opinions.  His  majefty 
peither  on  this  day,  nor  on  any  other,  laid  any 
reftraint  on  the  freedom  of  debate;  and  though 
called  on  by  many  voices  to  accept  and  fwear  to 
|he  new  (qtbx  of  government  wbich  had  been 
>  B  b  a  read 
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read  in  the  diet,  he  was  fo  far  from  eagerly 
availing  himfelf  of  the  oifer,  that,  after  many 
hours  of  difcuffion,  he  ipoke  thus:  "  There  is 
an  obftacle  to  my  acceptance  of  the  propofed 
plan,  which,  as  far  as  depends  on  m}'felf  ex- 
clufively,  I  conceive  cannot  be  overcome.  I 
have  fwom  to  maintain  and  abide  by  the  paSa 
conventa ;  this  oath  I  have  hitherto  religioufly  ob- 
ferved:  I  'demand  now,  then,  if,  by  the  general 
will  of  the  Hates  in  diet  aflembled,  I  am  freed 
from  the  obligation  of  that  article  which  regu- 
lates the  fucceifion  to  the  throne  ?**  Upon  this 
a  number  of  members  inftantly  exclaimed-^ 
"  Yes,  we  ftce  you  from  the  obfervance  of  it, 
and  we  likewife  bind  ourfelves  not  to  break  up 
the  fitting  till  the  decifion  has  been  finally 
adopted."  The  king  then  refumed  hb  fpeech, 
and  required  of  the  marlhal  of  the  diet  that  he 
fhould  take  the  opinion  of  the  members  indivi- 
dually, in  order  that  the  fenfe  of  the  nation  and 
the  will  of  the  affcmblies  might  be  made  a  matter 
q(  general  notoriety.  The  niarfhal,  immediately 
on  this,  directed  that  thofe  members  who  were 
for  adopting  the  plan  of  fucceflion  fhould  re-- 
-main  filent,  and  tliat  thofc  on  the  contrary  who 
were  for  rejedling  it  lliould  fighify  their  determi- 
nation by  their  voices,  to  the  end  that  no  doubt 
might  remain  to  which  fide  the  majority  in- 
clined. 

All  the  reprcfentatives  of  the  provinces  of  Vol- 
hinia  and  Podoha  declared  tliemfelves  againfl:  the 
new  form  of  confiitution.  M.  Suchorzewiki, 
who  had  recently  diftinguifhed  himfelf  as  an 
advocate  for  the  people,  and  who  was  juftly  re- 
garded as  the  principal  author  of  the  movements 
that  brought  about  the  revolution,  opppfedthis 
plan  with  great  zeal.    The  patriptiixn  by  which 
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lie  was  animated  arofe  from  the  crown's  being 
jnade  hereditary.     He  advanced^  and  threw  him- 
Iclf  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  fupplicating  and 
conjuring  his  majcfty  to  renounce  his  ideas  of  the 
hereditary  fucceffion  to  the  royalty,  as  it  would 
"be  the  tomb  of  the  liberty  of  Poland.     Others, 
who  were  on  the  fame  fide,  alledged  the  inftruc- 
.  tions.  of  their  provinces,  which  prevenlcd  theipi 
from  agreeing  to  make  the  throne  hereditary. 
They  iufifted  that,  at  leaft,  the  plan  fhould  be 
taken  ad  deliberandum^  as  every  other  new  law  was 
,  ^ken ;  but  a  great  majority  of  voices  refufed  to 
.  agree  to  this.     "  We  mull  pafs  the  whole  this 
day ;  we  will  not  depart  from  this  place  until  the 
whole  work  is  accomplifhed.'*     The  oppofition 
replied  — "  We  will  not  depart  until  it  is  re- 
nounced." 

The  king  liftened  in  filence;  at  length  Zabi- 
ello,  the  nuncio  of  Livonia,  intreated  him  no 
.  longer  to  oppofe  himfelf  to  the  wiflies  of  the 
majority,  which  exceeded  in  the  proportion  of  at 
leaft  ten  to  one  the  number  of  thole  who  con- 
ilituted  the  oppofition ; '  at  the  fame  time,  almoft 
.  all  the  nuncios,  fenators,  and  minifters,  quitting 
their  feats,  filled  the  middle  of  the  hall,  and, 
furrounding  the  throne,  demanded,  with  loud 
voices,  that  the  king  would  fwear  to  the  obferv- 
ance  of  the  new  conftitution.  • 

The  king  then  called  to  him  the  bilhop  of  Cra- 
cow, and  look  the  oath  at  his  hands;  and  the 
.  better  to  be  feen  by  the  aflembly,  he  mounted 
on  the  feat,  and  fwore  aloud.  A  great  majority 
of  the  diet  held  up  their  right-hands,  followed 
his  example,  and  fwore  the  fame*.  "  Every 
B  b  3  «  man 

•  The  reader  miift  be  informed  that  at  the  commencement  of 

this  diet  tl^  klng^  ia  conformity  to  th^  will  of  the  ftates,  had 
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man  that  loves  his  country,*'  "cxclaiinecf  his  m»- 
jefty,  "  follow  me  to  the  church,  and,  thanldn^ 
God,  let  us  repeat  the  oath  at  the  altar."  A3 
the  biflidps,  all  the  feciilar  fenators,  with  a  gitcat 
number  of  the  nuncios  or  reprefentatives,  ac- 
companied the  kliig  to  church,  and  thAre  figain 
they  fol6mnly  engaged,  before  God  and  thdr 
country,  to  maintain- a  conftitutibn  which,  com- 
bining liberty  witib  ftibordihationy  and  fubjeft- 
ing  the  firft  citizen  as  welT  as  the  laft  to  the  law, 
fecured  to  all  the  means  of  hapj)inefi,  and  gave 
to  each  citizen  the  true  enjoyment  of  his  tigfets. 
It  was  by  this  time  feven  o'clock  in  the' evening. 
Te  Deum  was  fong,  and  the  new  cpnffittafioti  wto 
announced  io  the  people  by  the  difcharge  of  ftco 
pieces  of  Cannon.  There  were  but  bfetwefen 
thirty  and  forty  nuncios  who  did  not  foBow  the 
ling  to  church.  The  king;  with  hisfiiHe,  re- 
turned to  the  aflcmbly-houfe,  and  fldjdtmied  the 
diet  to  the  5th  of  May,  after  charging  the  mar-- 
ihdis  to  give  the  6ath  te  aJl  the  departments. 
Tlie  oppofing  'nn.ncios,  feeing  that  all  refiftarrcc 
was  ufelefs, '  refolved  to '  proteft  atgainft  the  new 
conftitution  by  the  publication  of  armaiofefiof 
after  which  they  retired,  without  noife,  to  their 
leipeftive  houfes^  There  was'  no  attempt  niade^ 
to  intoTupt  them^  nor  was  any  infolt  whatevfer 
offered  to  their  perfons.  Cries  of  Joy  filFeef  the 
fhreets;  but  this  joy  was  the  e^tpreflSon  of  a  puF& 
and  calm  patrioti&i.  Through  the*  whole  diy 
there  was  not  the  finalleft  corifafi<m,  nor  dUor- 
der,  nor  riot.  At  eleven  o'clock  the-  ftfcfeb  w*c 
lb  perfciSUycalm,  that  one  could  hanfiy  believe 

finned  an  «£t,  l^  which  this  free  diet  had  changed' iHHf  &1I0  « 
diet  of  confederation ;  and  in  doing  this,  it  lud  bound  itfidf  to- 
decide  41  qucfliont  by  a  plax^mty  •?  voices* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


lilSTORY  OF    POLAND.  37j 

ihat  k  hdd  been  the  epoch  of  a  new  order  of 
things. 

It  is  pretended  that>  on  the  eve  of  this  memo- 
table  day,  a  certain  foreign  miniiicr  had^endea* 
voured,  by  the  dextrous  applicatioQ  of  50^000 
ducats,  to  avert  the  revolution ;  but  all  was  fore- 
men and  prevented.  The  bu£iiqfs  was  exe*^ 
(iutcd  in  every  point  with  as  much  ;addre&  as  it 
was  fi^Ded.  On  {he  4th  eighteen  nuncios  pub- 
liihed  their  manitfefio.againfi  the  proqeedings  of  • 
ilie  day  befote ;  and  M.  Suchdrzewiki  returned 
the  tordan-bku  with  which  hig  cCiajefty  had  in- 
defied  him.  iiftecfn  days  before.  On  the  3d  the 
poOi  had  been  ilopped^  aftid  even  foreign  minif-* 
iers  fubfftitted  to  the  genpeal  ordet* ;  but  on  the 
4th  ^nxreffes  were  fent  off  in  all  diredtions. 

In  th6  jQtting  of  the  5th  of  May  the  new  form 
of  GOBiftitutibn  was  ag^in  ;propofixl.  The  iisefii«^ 
bers  prefent  iigned  it  unanimoujlyi  and  they  for- 
jBially  palled,  fentence  by  fentenee,  the  attides 
toi  whic^  it  is  c6mpafed>  and  whidb  are  as  fbl* 
low:* 

i^EW  CONSTITUTION  op  the  GOVERN^ 
M^NT  01?  POLAND, 

As  efiahlijhed  by  the  Revolution  M^  3 ,  1 7  9 1 . 

In  the  nam  of  Gi^y  oni  in  the  Jbly  Trinity  I 

fetaniflaus  Auguftus^  by  the  grace  of  God,  and 
the  will  of  the  nation,  king  of  Poland,  &d. 
&Ci  together  with  the  Confederate  States  af- 
fembled  in  double  niimber,  to  reprefent  the 
Polifh  nation. 

Convineerf,-  by  a  long  train  of  experience,  of 

many  defecSis  ia  our  goyemment,  and  willing  to 

pitoiit'by  the  favourable  moment  which  has  re- 

B  b  4  ftored 
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ftored  us  to  ourielves ;  free  from  tlie  difgracefui 
lliackles  of  foreign  influence;  prizing  more  than 
life  the  external  independence  and  internal  li* 
berty  of  the  nation ;  in  order  to  exert  our  natural 
rights  with  ^eal  and  firmneis^  we  do  foUmnly  efia- 
^blijh  the  prefint  conftitutiony  which  we  declare 
wholly  inviolable  in  every  part,  till  fuch  period 
as  ihall  be  prefcribed  by  law;  when  the  nation^ 
if  it  Ihould  think  fit,  may  alter  by  its  exprefs 
will  fuch  articles  therein  a&  ihall  be  found  inade- 
quate. 

Art.  I.  The  dominant  national  religion. — 
The  holy  Roman  Catholic  faith,  with  all  its  pri- 
vileges and  immunities,  ihall  be  the  dominant 
national  religion;  but,  as  the  fame  holy  religion 
commands  us  to  love  our  neighbours,  we  there- 
fore owe  to  all  people,  of  whatever  perfuaiion, 
peace  in  matters  of  faith,  and  the  protection  of 
government;  confequently  we  alTure  to  all  per- 
iUafions  ^nd  religions  freedom  and  liberty,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  the  country,'  and  in  all 
dominions  of  the  republic. 

Art.  II.  Nobility,  or  the  equeffarian  oixlcr.— 
Revering  the  memory  of  our  anceflors  with  gra- 
titude, as  the  frrll  founders  of  our  liberties,  it  is 
but  juft  to  acknowledge,  in  a  mofl  folemn  man- 
ner, that  all  the  pre-eminence  and  prerogatives 
of  liberty  granted  to  this  order  by  Cafimir  the 
Great,  &c.  &c.  &c.  are  by  the  prefent  aft  uc- 
newed,  confirmed,  and  declared  to  be  invio- 
lable. H^e  acknowledge  the  rank  of  the  noble  eouef" 
irian  order  in  Poland  to  be  equal  to  all  degrees  of  no^ 
hility — all  perfons  of  that  order  to  be  equal  among 
themfelveSi  not  only  in  the  eligibility  to  all  pofls  of 
honour^  truft,  or  emolument,  but  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  privileges  and  prerogatives ;  perfotud 
liberty,  and  fecurity  of  territorial  and  moveable 

property ; 
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^TOpcrtj' ;  nor  (hall  we  even  fufFer  the  leaft  in- 
croachment  on  either  by  the  fuprem  national  foaotr 
(on  which  the  prefent  form  of  government  is 
eitabliihed),  under  any  pretext  whatfocver;  con- 
fequently,  we  regard  the  prcfervation  of  perfo- 
nai  fccurity  and  property,  as  by  law  afcertained, 
to  be  a  tie  of  fociety,  and  the  very  effence  of  ci- 
vil liberty,  which  ought  to  be  confidered  and  re- 
ipedted  for  ever. 

Art*  III.  Towns  and  citizens. — The  law  made 
by  the  prefent  diet,  intitled,  "  Our  royal  free 
towns  within  the  dominions  of  the  republic,"  wc 
mean  to  tonfider  as  a  part  of  the  prefent  confti- 
tution,  and  promife  to  maintain  it  as  a  new, 
additional,  true,  and  efie6lual  fupport  of  our 
common  liberties  and  our  mutual  defence. 

Art.  IV,     Peafants  and  villagers. — This  agri- 
cultural dafs  of  people,  the  moft  numerous  in 
the  nation,  confequently  forming  the  moft  confi- 
derable  part  of  its  force,  we  receive  under  the 
proteftion  of   national   law   and  government; 
enabling,    that  whatever  liberties,    grants,  and 
conventions,  between  the  proprietors  and   vil- 
lagers, either  individually  or  colleftively,  may  be 
entered  authentically  into  in  future :  fuch  agree- 
ments fliall  import  mutual  and  reciprocal  obliga- 
tions, binding  not  only  tlie  prefent  contracting 
parties,  but  even  their  fucceflbrs  by  inheritance 
.  or  acquifition.     Thus  having  infured  to  the  pro- 
prietors every  advantage  they  have  a  right  to 
from  their  villagers,  and  willing  to  encourage 
moft  effeftually  the  population  of  our  country, 
^e  publijh  and  proclaim  a  perfeSl  and  entire  liberty  to 
allpeopkj  either  who  may  be  newly  coming  to 
fettle,   or  thofe  who,  having  emigrated,  would 
return  to  their  native  country :  and  we  declare 
moft  folemnly,  that  any  perfun  coming  into  Po- 
land, 
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•  laikd,  from  whatever  part  of  the  world,  ot  re^-" 
turning  from  abroad,  as  foon  as  he  fets  his  foot 
on  the  territory  of  the  re|mbiic,  becomes  free, 
and  at  liberty  to  exercife  his  induftry  whtrever 
and  in  whatever  ihannet  he  pleafes,*  f o  iettle  ei^ 
ther  in  towns  or  villages,  to  i£rm  and  rent  landff 
and  houfes,  on  tenures  and  Cpntra^s,  for  as  lon^ 
a  term  as  may  be  agreed  on ;  with  liberty  to  r&. 
main,  or  to  remove,  after  having  fulfilled  the  obt- 
ligations  he  may  have  voluntarily  entered  into. 

Art.  V.  Form  of  government.— All  power  iH. 
civil  fociety  ihould  be  derited  from  the  will  «f 
the  people,  its  end  and  objedt  being  the  pneierva* 
tion  and  integrity  of  the  ilate,  the  civU  liberty, 
and  the  good  order  of  foeiety,  on  an  eqnal 
icale,  and  on  a  lafiing  foundation.  Three  diC- 
tinft  powers  fhall  compoie  the  gotemment  o( 
the  Polifh  nation,  according  to  the  pre&nt  c<m^ 
ilitution : 

a,.  Exetutive  power  in  the  king  and  the  counc2 
of  infpe6lion.    And, 

3.  judicial  power  in  jttriidi^ons  exil&mg^  or 
46  be  efiabliihed. 
,  Art.  VI,  The  diet,  or  the  kgiiktive  power.—* 
TThe  diet,  or  the  ^fcffembly  of  ftates,  fhall  be  di-' 
▼ided  into  two  hou^,  the.  hottfe  erf  niuicios,  or 
deputies,  and  the  botife  of  fenafe,  where  the" 
ling  is  to  prefide.  The  firmer ^  being  the  re- 
])refentative  and  central  point  of  itipreme  im-^ 
iicMial  authority,  Ihall  pflcfe  the  pre-eminence 
in  the  legiOattKe;  theiefare  all  biUsrate  to  be  de^ 
cided  firil  in  this  hoafe. 

I.  M  general  laws,  omftitutional,-  civil,  cri- 
minal, and  perpetual  taxes ;  concerning  vtlacbi 
matters,  the  king  is  to  ifluc  his  proportions  by 
the  circular  letters  ient  before  the  dietines  to 

every 
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every  palatinate  and  to  every  diftriA  fbr  delibe- 
"fation,  which  coming  before  the  houfe  with  the 
opinion  exprcfled  in  the  inflru6tions  given  to 
their  Teprefentatives,  fliall  be  taken  the  firft  for 
'4ecilion. 

2.  Fartiofhriaws:  temporal  tatxes ;  regulations 
of  the  mint ;  contracting  public  debts ;  creating 
nobles,  and  other  oKual  i^ompences;  repam- 
tion  of  public  expences,  both  ordinary  and  ex- 
traOrdinary;  concerning  war ;  peace;  ratification 
■of  treaties,  political  and  commercial;  all  diplo- 
taatic  a4fl3  and  conventions  rdative  to  the  laws  of 
nations ;  examining  aiKl  acquitting  different  exe- 
cutive dcpartmentSy  and  fimilar  lufajeAs  arifing 
ftonr  the  accidental  exigences  and  eircumflances 
of  the^ftate;  in  which  the  propofitions,  coming 
diMdly  fiom  tiie  throne  into  the  houie  of  nun- 
cios, are  to  have  preference  in  difcuflion  before 
'•theprivatc  bills. 

In  regard  to  the  hou&  of  fenafe,  it  is  to  confifi; 
of  biihops,  palatines,  caflellans,  and  minifters, 
pnder  the  prefidency  of  the  king,  who  fhaif 
have  but  one  vote,  and  theicafting  Vote,  in  cafe 
of  parity,  which  he  may  give  cither  perfonally 
or  by  a  mefliige  to  the  houfe.  Its  power  add 
duty  ihall  be, 

1.  Every  general  law  that  paifes  formally 
Airbugh  the  houfe  of  nuncios  is  to  be  fcnt  itt^ 
mediately  to  tliis,  which  is  either  accepted,  or 
Ibfpended  till  faxther  national  deliberation.  If 
accepted^  it  becomes  a  law  in  all  its*forcc;  if 
itiipended^  k  ihall  be  refumed  at  the  next  ^fieft; 
and,  if  it  is  then  agreed  to  <rigain  by  Ae 
fiovdfeof  nuncios,  the  feaate  tauil  fubmit  lo 
it 

2.  Every  particular  law,  as  foon  as  it  has 
been^  determined  by  -the  -houfe  of  nuncios,  and 

4  rent* 
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fent  \ip  to  the  fenate^  the  votes  of  both  honfi^ 
Ihall  be  jointly  computed,  and  the  majority,  m 
defcribed  by  law,  ihall  be  conlidered  as  a  decree 
and  the  will  of  the  nation. 

Thofe  fenators  and  minifters  who,  from  their 
fli^re  in  executive  ppwer,  are  accountable  to  the 
republic,  cannot  have  an  a6Hve  voice  in  the  diet, 
but  may  be  prefent  in  order  to  give  neceflary  ex- 
planations to  the  fiates. 

Thefe  ordinary  legiflative  diets  fhall  have  their 
uninterrupted  exiftence,  and  be  always  rea/fy  to 
meet ;  renewable  every  two  years.  The  length 
of  feffions  flialt  be  determined  by  the  law  con- 
cerning diets.  If  convened  out  of  ordinary  fef- 
lion,  upon  fome  urgent  occaiion,  they  fhall  only 
deliberate  on  the  fubjeft  which  occalioned  fuch  a 
call,  or  on  circumflances  which  may  arife  out  of 
it. 

The  law  concerning  the  dietines,  or  primary 
elections,  as  eftablifhed  by  the  prefent  diet,  fhall 
be  regarded  as  a  moil  effential  foundation  of  ci- 
vil liberty. 

The  majority  of  votes  fhall  decide  every  thmg, 
and  every  where ;  therefore  we  aboliih  and  ut- 
terly annihilate,  all  forts  of  confederacies,  and 
confederate  diets,  as  ruinous  to  fociety.  «. 

Willing  to  prevent,  on  one  hand,  violent  and 
frequent  changes  in  the  national  conflitution, 
yet,  conlidering  on  the  other,  the  neceflity  of 
perfe<fting  it,,  after  experiencing  its  effects  on 
public  proipcrity,  we  determine  the  period  of 
every  twenty-five  years  for  an  extraordinary  confii- 
tuiional  diety  to  be  held  purpofely  for  the  revifion 
and  fuch  alterations  of  the  conftitution  as  may  be 
found  requifite. 

Art.  VII.  The  king,  or  executive  power.— 
The  mofl  perfed  government  cannot  exifl  with* 

out 
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out  an  cfFedlual  executi|VQ  power.  Experience 
bas  taught  us  that  the  negle(Sting  thi$  eifcntial 
part  of  goternment  has  overwhebned  Poland  with 
difaflers. 

Having,  therefore,  fecured  to  the  free  Polifh 
nation  the  right  of  enadting  laws  for  themfclves, 
the  lupreme  infpcdlion  over  the  executive  power, 
and  the  choice  of  their  magifirates,  we  intrufi  to^ 
the  king  and  his  council  the  bigbejl  power  of  executing 
the  laws. 

This  council  Ihall  be  called  ^rtfz,  or  the  coun- 
cil of  infpe<Stion. 

The  duty  of  fach  executive  ftnver  fliall  be  ^to 
watch  over  the  laws,  and  to  fee  them  flridtly 
executed  according  to  their  import, '  even  by  the 
means  of  public  force,  fhould  it  be  neceflary. 

The  executive  power  cannot  affume  the  right 
of  making  laws,  or  of  their  interpretation.  It 
is  expreflly  forbidden  to  contract  public  debts ; 
to  alter  the  repartition  of  the  national  income, 
as  fixed  by  the  diet  i  to  declare  war ;  to  con- 
clude definitively  any  treaty,  or  any  diplomatic 
a6l:  it  is  only  allowed  to  carry  on  negociations 
with  foreign  courts  and  facilitate  temporary  oc- 
currences, always  with  reference  to  the  diet. 

The  crown  of  Poland  we  declare  to  be  eUc-- 
tive,  in  regard  to  families,  and  it  is  fettled  fo  for 
ever. 

Having  experienced  the  fatal  eflfe^ls  of  inter* 
regna,  periodically  fubverting  government,  and 
being  defirous  of  preventing  for  ever  all  foreign 
influence,  as  well  as  of  infuring  to  every  citizen 
a  perfedt  tranquillity,  we  have,  from  prudent 
motives,  refolved  to  adopt  hereditary  fuccejion  to 
our  throne :  therefore  we  enadl  and  declare,  that, 
after  the  expiration  of  our  life,  according  to  the 
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gracious  will  of  the  Almighty,  the  prefent  elec- 
tor of  Sa:;ony  ihall  reign  over  Poland. 

The  dynafly  of  future  kings  of  Fblaod  ihall 
begin  in  the  perfon  of  Frederic  Auguftus^  tieAou 
of  Saxony,  with  the  right  of  inheritanocr  to  tho 
crown  to  his  male  de^ndants.  TIk^  eldeft  ibi) 
af  the  reigning  king  is  to  fucceed  his  father; 
^nd,  in  cafe  Sie  prcfent  elector  of  Saxoby  ba^ 
np  male  iflue,  a  huiband  chofeq  by  him  (with 
the  confent  and  approbation  of  the  republic)  for 
his  daughter,  fhall  begin  the  faid  dynafiy. 
llence  we  declare  the  Princefs  Mary  Auguila 
Nepomnccna,  only  -daughter  of  the  elector  Qf 
Siuiony,  to  be  infanta  of  Poland. 

We  refcrvc  to  the  nation,  however,  the  right 
of  elcAing  to  the  throne  any  other  houfe  or  ia^ 
mily,  after  the  extin<ftion  of  the  firiJ. 

Every  king,  on  his  fucceflion  to  the  thr<Mie, 
fliall  take  a  folertin  oath  to  Gpd  and  the  nation,^ 
io  fopport  the  prdent  coi^ftitution,  to  fulfil  the 
faSia  cottventa,  which  will  be  fettled  with  th^  pj?e- 
fent  cle6lor  of  Saxony,  as  appointed  tp  the 
crown,  and  which  ihall  bind  him  in  the  fame 
manner  as  former  ones. 

The  king's  perfon  is  facred  and^inviolable ;  as 
no  a<ft  can  proceed  immediately  from  him,  he 
cannot  be  in  any  manner  refponlible  to  the  na^ 
tion :  he  is  not  an  abfolute  monarch,  but  the  fa- 
ther and  the  head  of  the  people ;  his  revenues, 
as  fixed  by  the  paSla  conventa^  ihall  be  facredly 
preferved.  *  All  public  a6ts,  the  a6ls  of  magifhra- 
cies^  and  the  coin  of  the  kingdom,  ihall  bear 
his  name. 

The  king,  who  ought  to  poiTefs  every  power 
of  doing  good,  ihall  have  the  right  of  pardon- 
ing thofe  that  are  condemned  to  dfath,  except 
the  crimes  be  againft  the  itate. 
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In  time  of  ^  war  he  ihall  have  the  fupreme. 
command  of  the  national  forces  s  he  may  ap^ 
point  the  commanders  of  the  army,  however,  * 
^y  the  will  of  the  fiates.  It  ihall  he  his  province 
to  patentee  officers  in  the  army^  and  oUier  dig^ 
nit^ies^  confonant  to  the  regulations  hereaf- 
ter to  be  expreifed,  to  a^>oint  biihops^  fena* 
tors^  anA  minifters^  as  men^)ets  of  the  lexecutive 
power. 

"fhc  kmg's  council  of  infpe<Slion  is  to  confifl, 

1.  Of  the  primate,  as  the  head  of  the  clergy, 
and  the  prefident  of  the  commiffion  of  ednca^ 
tion,  or  the  firft  bilhop  in  ordine. 

2.  Of  five  minifters :  the  minifter  of  police, 
mintfter  of  jufiice,  minifler,  of  war>  minifler 
pf  finances,    and  minifter  for  foreign  affairs* 

3.  Of  two  fecretaries,  to  keep  the  protocols. 
The  hereditary  prince  coming  of  age  may  aifiH 

at,  but  ihall  have  no  vote  therein. 

The  marihal  of  the  diet,  being  chofen  for 
two  years,  has  alfo  a  right  to  lit;  for  the  end 
only  of  calling  together  the  diet,  always  exifl- 
ing, ,  if  abfolutcly  neceifary,  and  the  king  re- 
futing to  do  it. 

The  cales  demanding  fuch  convocation  of  the 
diet  are  the  following : 

1.  In  a  preiling  neceility  concerning  the  law 
of  nations,  and  particularly  in  cafe  of  a  neigh- 
bouring war. 

2.  In  cafe  of  an  internal  commotion* 

3.  In  an  evident  danger  of  general  famine. 

4.  In  the  orphan  ftate  of  the  country^  or  in 
cafe  pf  the  king's  dangerous  illnefe. 

All  refolutions  of  the  council  of  infpedlion 
are  tq  be  examined  by  the  rules  above-men- 
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The  king's  opinion,  after  that  of  every  mem- 
ber in  the  council  has  been  heard,  Ihall  deci- 
lively  prevail. 

Every  refolntion  of  this  council  ihall  be  if- 
fued  under  the  kirig*8  fignature,  counteriigned 
by  one  of  the  minifters  fitting  therein. 

Should  all  the  members  refufe  their  coun- 
terfign,  the  king  is  obliged  to  forego  fjlis  opi- 
nion. 

Minifters  compofing  this  coundl  cannot  be 
employed  at  the  fame  time  in  any  other  de- 
partment. 

If  it  Ihould  happen  that  two-thirds  of  fe« 
cret  votes  in  both  houfes  demand  the  changing 
of  any  perfon,  either  in  the  council,  or  any 
executive  department,  the  king  is  bound  to  no- 
minate another. 

Willing  that  tlie  council  of  inipeftion  ihould 
be  rcfponfible  to  the  nation  for  their  a6lion$» 
we  decree  that,  when  accufed  of  any  tranigref- 
iion  of  pofitive  law,  they  are  anfwerable  with 
their  perfons  and  fortunes. 

Sucli  impeacliments  fhall  be  tried  immediately 
by  the  comitial  tribunal,  and  receive  final  judg- 
ment. 

In  order  to  form  a  neceflary  organization  of 
the  executive  power,  we  eftablifh  hereby  fepa- 
rate  commiffions,  connecfted  with  the  above 
councils,  and  fubje6led  to  obey  its  ordinations. 
Thefe  commiilions  are — ift.  of  education- 
ad.  of  police — 3d.  of  war — 4th.  of  trealury. 

Art.  VIII.  Judicial  power. — As  judicial  power 
is  incompatible  with  the  legiflative,  nor  can  be 
adminiftered  by  the  king,  therefore  tribunals  and 
magifiratures  ought  to  be  eftablifhed  and  elected. 
It  ought  to  have  local  exiftence,  that  ever}'  ci-. 
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tiztn  lliould  know  where  to  feek  juftice,  and 
every  tranfgreflbr  can  difoern  the  hand  of  n^- 
tionalK^oyemment.    We  eflablilh,  therefore, 

1.  ^Hni^ry  courts  for  each  palatinate  and 
diftri^,:A  cpmpofed  of  judges  chofcn  at  the  diet- 
ine,  which  .are  always  to  be  ready  to  adminifter 
juiHce.  ^&6m  theie  courts  appeals  are  allowed 
to  the  mPi  tribunals,  eredled  one  fpr  each  of 
three  pt^nces,  in  which  fhe  kingdom  is  di- 
vided Tnofe  courts,  both  primary  and  final, 
ihall  be  for  the  equeftrian  order,  and  all  pro- 
prietors of  landed  property. 

2.  We  determine  fepjirate  courts  for  the  free 
royal  towns. 

3.  'Each  province  fhall  have  a  court  of  re- 
ferendaries fot  the  trial  of  ca'ules  relating  to  the 
peaikntry,  who  arc  all  herebv  declared /r^^. 

4.  Courts,  curial  atirf  aflellbrial,  tribunals 
for  Courland,  and  relatiofaal,  are  hereby  con- 
firmedi 

5.  Executive  commiflion^  fhall  Have  judi- 
cial power  in  matters  relative  to  theit  ddminif- 
tration. 

6.  Bcfides  all  thefe,  there  fhall  be  one  fu- 
preme  general  tribunal  for  all  the  clafTes,  called 
a  comitial  tribunal  Or  court,  compofed  of  per- 
fons  chofen  at  the  opening  of  every  diet.  This 
tribunal  is  to  try  all  the  perfons  accufed  of  crimes 

'againf}  tlie  flate. 

Laflly,  we  fhall  appoint  a  committee  for  the 
forming  a  civil  and  criminal  code  of  laws,  by 
perfons  whom  the  diet  fhall  ele6l  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

Art.  IX.  Regency. — ^The  fame  council  of  in- 
fpedlion  is  to  compofe  the  regency,  with  the 
queen  at  their  head,  or,  in  her  abfence,  witH 
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the  primate  of  the  kingdom.    The  regeney  may 
take  place  only, 

1 .  During  the  king's  minority.  | 

2.  In  cafe  of  the  king's  fettled  alienation  of 
reafbn. 

3.  In  cafe  of  the  king's  being  made  a  prifo- 
nerofwar.  ^^ 

Minority  is  to  be  conlidered  till  eig|||[^n  vears 
are  completed>  and  the  malady  muft  be  declared 
in  the  exifting  diet  by  the  plurality  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  votes  of  both  combined  houfes. 

When  the  ling  comes  of  age,  or  recovers  his 
health,  or  returns  from  captivity,  the  regency 
ihall  ceafe,  and  fhall  be  accountable  to  him, 
and  refponi(il)Ie  to  the  nation  in  their  perfons 
and  fortunes^  for  their  a6lions  during  their  of- 
fice. 

Art.  X.  Education  of  king's  children. — ^Thc 
king's  fons,  being  defigned  fucceflbrs  to  the 
crown,  are  the  firft  children  of  the  country. 
Thence  the  care  of  their  proper  education, 
without  encroaching,,  however,  on  the  ngbt  of 
their  parents,  devolves  naturally  upon  the  nation. 

Dimng  the  king's  life,  the  king  himfelf,  widi 
the  council,  and  a  tutor  appointed  by  the  flates, 
fliall  fuperintend  the  education  of  the  princes. 

In  time  of  a  regency,  it  Ihall  be  intruded 
with  this  diredlion  jointly  with  the  above-men- 
tioned tutor. 

In  both  cafes  this  tutor„  named  by  the  Hates, 
is  to  make  his  report  before  each  ordinary  diet  of 
the  education  and  progrefs  of  the  princes. 

Art.  XL  National  force,  or  the  army.—The 
nation  is  bound  to  preferve  i^s  poiTefiions  againi! 
invaiion ;  therefore,  all  inhabitants  are  natural 
defenders  of  their  country  and  its  liberties. 
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The  atmy  is  only  an  extra6l  of  defenfive  re- 
gular force  from  the  general  mafe  of  national 
firength. 

The  nation  owes  to  the  army  reward  and  re- 
fpeft,  becaufe  of  its  devoting  itfelf  wholly  for 
the  defence  of  the  country. 

The  army  owes  to  the  nation  to  guard  the 
fr^tiei4^  againil  enemies^  and  to  maintain  public 
ti*iquill]ty  within.  This  national  force,  there- 
fore, Ihall  be  employed  for  garrifoning  for- 
treffes,  and  aflifting  the  civil  power  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  law  againft  thofe  that  arc  refrac- 
toTy. 

Declaratm  of  the  State}  affemhled. 

All  laws  and  ftatutes,  old  and  new,  contrary 
to  the  prefent  conftitution,  or  to  any  part  thercr 
of,  are  hereby  abolilhed;  and  every  paragraph 
in  the  foregoing  articles  to  be  a  competent 
part  of  the  prefent  conftitution,  is  acknow- 
ledged. We  recommend  to  the  executive 
power  to  fee  the  council  of  infpedlion  imme- 
diately begin  its  office  undef  the  eye  of  the 
diet,  and  continue  its  duties  without  the  leaft 
interruption. 

We  fwear  before  God  and  the  Country  to 
maintain  and  defend,  with  all  poflible  human 
power,  the  prefent  conftitution  ;  and  conlidering 
this  oath  as  a  proof  of  real  lote  of  our  country, 
we  command  all  magift rates  and  troops  here 
prefent  to  take  it  immediately.  The  commiffion 
of  war  fliall  iflue  orders  to  the  reft  of  the  army 
quartered  in  the  kingdom,  and  in  the  grand 
Suchy  of  Lithuania,  to  do  the  fame  within  one 
month  at  fartheft  jfrom  the  date  of  the  prefent 
law. 
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We  tecomiBend  to  our  biihOps  to  appoint  one 
and  the  fame  day  of  public  thankMvb^  to  God 
Almighty  in  aft  churches,  over  the  kingdom ; 
a]fo»  we  appoint  a  day,  N.  K  for  tlte  fi)leiiia 
celebrating,  by  us  and  our  poftenty,  of  a  com- 
inemoration  amiiverfary  for  the  'mercies  of  tfae^ 
Supreme  BeiBg  ihewn  to  us  after  io  many  public 
ealaniities*.  f 

And  that  future  ages  may  know  and  feel  ij^t 
it  is  by  the  aiiSfianc^  of  the  Supreme  Difpofer  of 
nations  we  hare  furmounted  the  gieatefl  difficul- 
ties and  obfiadies,  and  cfTe^^ted  this  hs^y  re- 
volution, we  decree,  that  a  church  ihall  b& 
creeled  and  confecrated  to  Divine  Providence,, 
in  memory  of  this  event,  and  at  the  cfspence  <^ 
the  Aatis. 

Having  thtisfatisfied  our  graeraL  feelings  on. 
tiiis  ^vent,  we  turn  our  attention  towards  &cur- 
log  the  iame  confiitution,  by  declaring  and 
enadling,  that  whoever  ihall  dare  to  pppofe  it, 
or  to  difiurb  the  public  tranquillity,  eidier  by( 
exciting  mifiruft,  or  by  perv«:fe  interpretation 
of  this  confiitution,  and  much  inore,  by  foming; 
infurre^lions  and  confederacies,  either  openly  m 
fecretly,  ilich  peifon  or  pedbns  are^  dedared  ta 
be  enemies  and  traitors  to  their  countty^  and  ihall  be 
puniihed  wi1&  the  utmoft  rigour  by  the  comitial 
tribunai.  For  this  purpofe,  we  order  this  tribu- 
nal to  iit  uninterruptedly  at  Wariaw,  proroguing 
their  feffion  from  day  to  day,  and  to  try  aBper- 
fons  ib  accufed  by  any  citizen  of  property,  with 
the  aiitftance  of  the  attomies  general  of  Poland 
and  Lithuania,  feizing  all  indeed  peribns  with 
the  aid  of  the  natioim  troops,  which  ihall  be 
feady  to  aft  on  the  iidl  ord4er  from  the  ezeeutive 
power,  as  they  ihall  l)e  directed  and  oocaiioa  maf 
require. 
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This  reftoration  of  liberty  to  the  totion  filled 
•every  mind  with  inexpreffible  joy.  Even  thole 
who  on  the  3d  had  refolved  to  enter  into  a.pro- 
*eft,  and  publifli  their  manifefio,  withdrew  their 
oppoiition.  They  declared,  "  that  by  their  in- 
&ru6lions  they  deemed  them£^ves  obUgaled  to  it ; 
but  tliat  the  revolution  having  been  confummated 
with  tlie  apparent  applaufe  of  nearly-  the  whole 
nation^  fully  perfuaded  of  the  patriotic  intentions 
of  the  king,  and  thaie  who  were  the  chief  agents 
in  bringing  about  this  great  change ;  in  fine,  per- 
ceiving, by  the  form  in  which  the  king,  the 
whole  fenatC)  and  nearly  all  the  chamber  of 
nuncios,  had  already  taken  the  oath,  that  it  did 
not  extend  the  loyal  power  beyond  its  juft  bounds, 
hut  on^e  contrary  guaranteed  the  full  and  exv- 
tire  liberty  of  every  individual,  by  maintaining 
the  fovereignty  of  the -nation  aflembled  in  the 
diet ;  Aey  would  no  longer  impede  or  retard  by 
'a  vain  refiftance  the  efieA  of  a  revolution,  com- 
menced, conduced,  and  accomplilhed  with  {o 
much  gopd  fortune;  that  they  Ihould  heartily 
concur  therein;  tliat  they  Ihould  congratulate 
their  country  on  tlie  occafion ;  and  Ihould  return 
their  mofi:  fincere  and  unfeigned  thanks  to  thofe 
who  had  contributed  to  the  happy  change,  efpe- 
cially  to  the  king,  who  had  been  the  diief  author 
and  promoter  of  it.'* 

The  memory  of  fliis  important  event  was  or- 
dered to  be  celebrated  every  year,;  and  a  church 
to  be  conflrudted  at  the  expence  of  the  public 
treafure,  with  this  infcription,  *'  To  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, in  oyder  to  eternize  the  remembrance  of 
ft  revolution  efieded  almoA  unanimoufly,  and 
without  the  lofs  of  a  finglc  drop  of  blood!" 

Oh  !  had  this  conftitution,  didtated  by  equity, 
enlightened  by  underftanding,  and  founded  on 

Cc3  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


390  HISTORY    OF   POLANP, 

the  imprefcriptible  rights  of  man,  been  fuffered  to 
operate  its  benign  influence  unmolefted  by  the 
ruthlefs  arms  of  infatiable  ambition,  the  Polilh 
nation  might,  after  having  vegetated  fo  long  in 
obfcurlty,  and  groaned  under  the  )7okc  of  opprcf- 
fion,  have  become  one  of  the  happicft  nations  of 
the  univerfe!  \ 

That  the  king  of  PrufiSa  profefTed  his  fatisfac- 
tlon  with  the  proceedings  of  this  diet  is  on  record 
in  the  two  following  letters : 

ExtraSl  from  a  Dlfpatchfrom  the  King  of  Prussia 
to  Count  GoLTz,  then  Charge  des  4f^^^^^  ^^ 
WarfaWj  officially  communicated  to  the  Poltfh  Diet. 

"  I  received  your  di(patch  of  the  3d  of  May 
1791,  with  its  accompaniment;  and  I  have 
learned,  by  the  bj,  the  important  news,  that  the 
diet  of  Poland  has  juft  chofcn  and  proclaimed 
the  eledtor  of  Saxony  as  the  eventual  fucceffor  to 
the  throne  of  Poland  ;  and  that  it  has  aflured  the 
fucceflion  to  his  defcendants ;  and,  in  default  of 
thefe,  to  the  princels  his  daughter,  and  fuch  fu- 
ture hufband  as  the  elector  of  Saxony  and  the 
flates  Ihall  fix  upon.  After  the  lively  intcreft 
which  I  have  always  taken  in  the  happinefs  of  the 
republic,  and  the  confirmation  of  her  new  conjlitution 
fan  intereft,  of  which  I  have  never  ceafed  to  give 
fuch  convincing  proofs  as  depended  on  me)  I  pcr- 
fe6lly  applaud  the  decifive  flep  which  the  nation 
has  juft  taken,  and  which  I  regard  as  infinitely 
fuited  to  the  confolidation  of  its  happinefs.  The 
news  is  the  more  agreeable  to  me,  as  I  am  at- 
tached by  bonds  of  friendlhip  to  the  virtuous 
prince,  defiined  to  form  the  happinefs  of  Poland^  as  is 
alfo  the  houfc  of  Saxony  to  my  houfe,  by  thofe<>f 
good  neighbourhood,  and  of  the  moft  happy 
union.     I  am  thence  perfuacjed,  that  the  choice 
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of  the  republic  will  confirm  for  eUft  the  happy 
and  clofe  inteliigence  which  has  fubfifted  to  ihe 
prefent  moment  between  the  republic  and  myfelf ; 
and  I  charge  you  to  teftify^  in  the  mojl  exprejjive 
manner  J  my  moft  iinccre  felicitations  to  the  king^ 
to  the  marfhals  of.  the  diet^  and  to  all  tbofe  who 
have  contributed  to  ^lis  great  work^ 

Letter  of  the  King  (?/ Prussia  tc  ihe  King  ef 
Poland. 

*^  Sir^  my  Brother, 

**  I  have  received,  nearly  at  the  fame  moment, 
the  two  letters,  by  which  your  majefty  is  pleafed 
to  make  known  to  me  the  important  refolution 
juft  taken,  by  the  confederated  diet  of  Poland,  for 
lixing  tlie  hereditary  fucceflion  of  the  throne  in 
favour  of  the  houfe  of  Saxony.  No  one  has  cer- 
tainly a  better  title  to  communicate  to  me  the  par- 
ticulars of  this  event,  than  general  count  Potocki, 
who  has  a6led  in  it  fo  interelling  a  part,  and  who 
merits,  in  every  reipe<ft,  the  honourable  teftimo- 
ny  which  your  majefty  bears  in  his  favour. 

**  The  eagernefs  I  have  Ihewn  to  declare  xny  fenti- 
ments  on  thisfubjeSl  will  convince  your  majefty, 
and  the  whole  Polifti  nation,  of  the  intereft  I 
take  in  this  meafure.  I  am  happy  to  have  been 
able  to  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  the  liberty  and  in* 
dependence  of  Poland,  and  one  of  my  moft  pleaf- 
ing  cares  (hall  be  to  maintain  and  ftrength^n  the 
ties  which  unite  us.  I  cannot  but  in  particular 
applaud  the  choice  made  of  a  prince  whole  vir- 
tues render  him  fo  worthy  of  the  throne  which 
awaits  him.  I  hope,  however,  that  moment 
is  ftill  diftant,  and  that  your  majefty  will,  for  a 
long  feries  of  years,  condftitute  the  nappinefs  of 
your  people.  Thefe  vnihes  arc  not  1^  fincere 
Cc4  than 
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than  i$  the  attachment  which  I  have  profefl^, 
ai^d  with  which  I  Ihall  ever  remain^ 
Sir,  my  Brother, 

Your  Majefty's  good  Brother^ 
FRfeDKR  I  c  j^-^  liLi  am/* 
Berlin,  May  23,  1791. 

Enemies  to  the  king  of  Poland  ha^c  fcrutinizcd 
his  condudl  in  and  after  this  affair  with  prejudice, 
and  reprobated  it  with  virulence.  A  very  candid 
inquiry  into  it  has,  however,  been  made  by  the 
anonymous  author  of  "  An  Authentic  Narrative 
of  Fa<^s,  relative  to  the  late  Difmembenuent  of 
Poland,"  from  which  we  fhall  beg  bis  penniifion 
to  cxtraA  fome  paffages  : 

*^  His  majcfty  did  nothing  on  the  3d  of  May, 
but  what  his  duty  obliged  him  to  do;  and  a 
flronger  proof  cannot  be  adduced  of  the  general 
gbod  being  his  ultimate  object,  than  his  refuting 
his  confent  to  the  aggrandifement  of  his  own  fa- 
mily. In  this  place,  the  following  quefiions  ^oiiay 
not  be  inappofite.  Pirfl,  if,  independent  of  every 
confidcration  relative  to  the  fucceflion,  the  form 
of  government  was  good  in  stfelff  Secondly,  if 
it  met  with  the  general  approbation  of  the  PoUfh 
V  republic  ?  And  laftly,  if  it  contained  any  thing 
in  its.  frame  menacing  to  the  caufe  of  liberty? 
Thefe  qucfiions  are  fully  anfwered  by  the  warm 
encomiums  that  all  the  nations  and  all  the  courts 
in  Europe  (one  only  excepted)  beftowcd  on  the 
new  conflitution  ;  and  as  a  proof  that  the  Poles 
themielves  faw  in  it  no  caufe  of  alarm  for  their 
liberties,  it  received  the  praile  and  approbation  of 
all  th?  provincial  aflemblies  in  the  ^kingdom, 
without  a  lingle  exception ;  and  a  majority  of 
theiis  aiTemblies  evea  baund  themfclves  by  oaths 
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to  its  oUervance,  iminfluenced  either  by  gifti^, 
promifeSy  or  folicitations ;  and  all  unanimoiiily 
enjoined  their  reprefentatives  to  ihew  their  grati- 
tude in  the  moil  folemn  manner  to  the  king,  by 
universally  conferring  on  him  the  title  of  the  Be* 
neyolent  Father  of  his  Country. 

**  If  it  were  our  object  iiere,  to  examine  the 
whole  fyflem  of  this  conflitution  article  by  article, 
it  would  evidently  appear,  that  in  the  two  nations 
univerfally  allowed  to  enjoy  the  freeft  and  moft 
perfefl  forms  of  govornment,  I  mean  the  Englidt 
and  the  North  Americans,  the  king  of  England 
and  tl>e  officer  who  without  the  name  difcliargcs 
the  fundions  of  a  king  in  America,  both  poiTeis  an 
executive  power  of  more  force  and  extent  than 
that  which  was  conferred  on  the  king  of  Poland 
by  the  Conflitutional  A6t  of  the  3d  of  May  1 791. 
Nay,  more,  whoever  will  take  the  trouble  of 
comparing  the  pow;er  which  the  permanent  coun-. 
oil  poffened  from  the  year  1766  to  1788,  with 
thofe  which  wer^  entrufted  to  the  council  of  fu- 
perintcndance    of    1791,    will  obferve  in    how 
many    articles  the  authority  of  the  former  has 
exceeded  that  of  the  latter  j  and  likcwife  with  this 
additional  di&incftion,  that  the  nation  has  referved 
to  it/elf  the  power  of  altering  or  correfting  the 
form  of  government  eilabliihedin  1791 ;  whereas 
that  of  1775  was  Submitted  to  the  controui  and 
protedlioQ  of  a  foreign  power  under  the.charac- 
ter  of  a  guarantee.     If  it  ihould  be  faid,  that  a 
king  endowed  with  foreiight  fhould  haTeafled 
from  more  extended  wws,  and  fhould  have  re- 
ileded,  that  remote  advantages,  whidi  were  the 
objedls  of  the  new  conftitution,  bade  feir  to  be 
productive  of  immediate  calamities  ;  his  majefly. 
might  anfwer  this  objection  by  referring  to  his 
harangue  of  the  6th  of  Odtober  1788,  (as  well 
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as  to  many  fubfequcnt  ones)  in  which  he  ex— 
preffed  himiclf  as  follows  :   **  Let  us  retain,  if 
poffiblc,  the  friendlhip  of  all  our  neighbours ; 
-  let  us  pay  a  due  homage  to  the  perfonal  qualities 
of  all  the  fovereigns,  that  at  this  time  throw  a 
luflre  on  the  thrones  they  occupy.     Yet  it  mufir 
be  allowed,  that  every  nation  has  an  intereft  to 
purfuc  peculiar  to  its  lituation  and  circumftances. 
1  loudly  and  unequivocally  aflert,  that  there  is  no 
power  whofc  true  intereftsTun  lefs  in  oppofition 
to  ours,  than  thofe  of  Ruflia.     I  recal  to  the  re- 
membrance of  the  nation,  that  it  is  to  Ruffia  we 
ewe  the  recovery,  at  leaft,  of  feveral  diftri6ls  of 
iwir  country  of  which  other  powers  had  aifumed 
tiie  occupancy.     I  remind  them,  that  with  refpedt 
ik>  commercial  arrangements,  Ruffia  prefents  the 
moil:  favourable  profpefts.     And  I  can  fay  too> 
that  Ruffia  not  only  makes  no  oppofition  to  the 
defign,  but  abfolutcly  applauds  our  intention  of 
augmenting  the  army.     It  will  follow  then,  that 
iK>  far  from  giving  any  caufc  of  provocation  to 
fhis  power,  by  fhcwing  an  ill  difpolition  towards 
it,   the  acquisition  of    its  friendfhip   Ihould  be 
among  our  moft  defirable   objects ;  and  I  am 
convinced,    that  when  the  emprefs   is  latisfied 
of  oor  amicable  difpolition  towards  her,  we  fhall 
be  enabled  to  acromplifh  our  interior  ameliora- 
tions with  more  certainty  and  facility;  and  on 
the  contrarj',  we  Ihall  raife  obftacles  to  our  views 
in  proportion  as  we  may  afford  to  that  magni^ 
mous  princefs  any  caufes  for  difTatisfadlion." 

*^  If  thefe  predictions  of  the  king  failed  in  pro- 
ducing a  due  effedV,  and  if  to  that  inattention 
may  be  afcribed  many  of  the  prelent  misfortunes 
of  the  country,  to  whom  is  the  blame  imputable  } 
To  whom,  but  to  thofe  who  ftrained  every  nerve 
to  excite  the  public  as  well  againft  the  guarantee 
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as  againft  the  laws  of  1 775,  fo  far  as  to  reprefcnt 
the  king  as  having  views  hoftile  to  his  country, 
and  as  being  a  juft  objc6l  of  fuipicion  and  dif- 
truft;  to  thofe,  I  repeat,  who  at  that  diet,  under 
the  afFe6lation  of  thefe  fufpicions,   deprived  his 
majefty  of  many  of  his  prerogatives ;  and  for  no 
other  reafon,  but  becaufe  he  had  the  foreiight  to 
relift  their  violence ;  and  above  all,  becai^fe  he 
exerted  himfelf  to  dounteradt:  tliofe  fallies  of  an- 
ger and  difcontent,  in  which  they  indulged  them- 
felves  againft  that  very  power,  under  whofe  pro- 
teftion  they  now  accufe  the  king  on  two  points,, 
of  which  they  themfelves  were  the  moft  ardent 
promoters.     One  man  in  particular  *  often  and 
loudly  called  on  the  king  to  undertake  an  ofFen- 
live  war  againft  Ruffia,  and  pledged  himfelf  to 
.  hold  his  majejiysjlirrup  whenever  he  foould  mount  his 
horfe  to  carry  that  ivar  into  execution.     And  yet  it  is 
binder  the  prote6lion  of  the  hoftile  armies  of  Ruf- 
fia, that  this  fame  man  has  returned  again  to  Po- 
land.    The  fpeech  above  quoted,  is  a  fufficient 
proof  that  the  king  confidered  a  connexion  with 
Ruffia  as  moft  beneficial  to  his  country.      His 
difcourfe  on  the    15th  of  March  1790  is  a  clear 
evidence  how  little  he  was  inclined  to  enter  into 
new  engagements,  and  how  much  he  exerted 
himfelf  to  retard  the  determination  of  the  diet. 
'  It  is  not  then  to  be  afcribed  to  him^  if  the  diet  on 
that  day  unanimoufly  refolved  to  decree  a  new- 
alliance  ;  but  as  his  majefty  neither  could,  nor 
ought  to  put  himfelf'  in  oppofition  to  the  univer- 
fal  will  of  the  aflcmbly,  his  regard  for  the  laws, 
and  his  ftri6t  attention  to  an  upright  conduA  con- 
vinced him,   that  he  was  bound  not  to  deviate 
irom  the  line  which  had  been  traced  out  for  his 
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fbturc  courfc.     It  is  neceflary  to  remark  in  this 
place,  that  the  court  of  Berlin,  in  teflifving  its  de- 
lire  for  an  alliance  with  Poland,  urged,  as  a  pre* 
liminary  condition,  that  a  new  form  of  govern- 
ment Ihould  be  eftabliihed,  wliolle  duration  and 
ilibility  might   be  relied    on.      The  authentic 
proofs  of  this  intimation,  and  of  the  court  of 
Berlin's  approving  the  plan,  are  too  well  known 
to  be  here  inlifted  on.     As  foon  as  the  new  fyf^ 
tcm  took  place,  the  Ipirit  which  actuated  it,  be- 
ing tliat  of  the  fupport  of  peace,  and  of  reflrain- 
ing  itfelf  within  its   own  limits,  without  har- 
bouring the  fmallefl  hoftile  intention  towards  any 
foreign  power^  called  on  government  to  declare 
fn  the  moll  folemn  and  prompt  manner  to  the 
neighbouring  potentates  (and  particularly  to  thofe 
whofe  alliances  with    Poland. were  of  ancient 
date)  the  true  objedl  of  the  law  of  the  3d  of 
May.     And  if  this  notification  did  not  take  place, " 
the  omiffion  with  great  reafon  might  have  been 
imputed  to  the  king,  if  he  was  not  jullified  by 
Ihe  following  fa£l ;  that  identical  aU}\  who  urged 
his  advice  and  his  fcrvices  with  fo  much  importu- 
nity, by  conllantly  repeating,  that  the  emancipa- 
tion of  Poland  from  foreign  dependence  was  due 
only  to   his  interpofition,  that  very  alfyj  I  fay, 
twice  prevented  the  king  from  carr^wg  thisdefiga 
into  execution.     "  This   is  not  the  time,'*  faid 
this  ally,  "  to  notify  your  plan  to  the  neighbour- 
ing powers ;  and  it  was  lefs  neceffary,  as  I  my- 
felf  have  palled  a  panegyric  on  the  law  of  the  3d 
of  May,  and  have  offered  my  congratulations  on 
it,  both  to  the  Polilh  nation,  and  to  the  ele6tor 
of  Saxony ;  and  from  the  benefits  which  I  have 
been  the  means  of'  conveying  to^thc  kingdom,  I 
have  a.  right  to  expe6V,  that  my  advice  Ihould 
have  its  proper  weight."  ^ 
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**  impartial  judges  muft  <ktennine,  how  far  th« 
king  of  Poland,  under  tfiefe  circumftances,  bad  it 
in  his  power  to  aA  in  thrcft  oppofition  to  the 
mode  of  conduift  prefcribed  by  this  ally  at  a  tume 
when  the  fepublic  placed  impBcit  confidence  in 
him,  intimating  at  the  £ime  time  fbme  doubts 
left  his  Poliih  majefty,  from  motives  of  perfonal 
inclination  and  gratitude,   fhould  be  rather  too 
much  biailed  in  favour  of  ancient  connedtions. 
It  has  been  often  objected  to  the  king,  that  by  the 
conftitution  of  the  3d  of  May,  be  had  in  con- 
templation to  annihilate  the  pre-eminence  and 
Splendour  of  the  Polilh  nobility,  and  tliat  from 
this  proceeding  he  had  to  expedt  the  general  re^ 
fentment  of  this  order ;  but  can  there  be  a  more 
fittisfaiSlory  anfwer  to  this  objedtion  than  that  all 
the  provincial  aifismbltes,  (which  are  uniformly 
cootpofed  of  nobility)  without  one  cKeeption, 
expreifed  their  gratitude  to  the  king  for  tbe  a<9:  ? 
and  that  this  fame  nobility,  in  ihewing  a*  firraur- 
able  di^fition  towards  the  clafs  of  burghers,  have 
fignified  their  conviAion  that  confequences  the 
moA  beneficial  to  thefiate  at  large,  wctc  the  natural 
refult  of  ameliorating  the  condition  of  this  latter 
order  of  fociety.     It  is  neither  to  be  inqmted  to 
the  king  nor  to  the  diet,  that  pnecifely  at  ^is  time 
the  French  Revolutxonifts  a6bsd'  on  principles  di« 
ro6lly  oppofite  to  thofe  attempted  to  be  efiabli(h- 
edin  Poland.    In  the  latter  country  the  nobility 
in  relcrving  to  itfelf  the  principal  rank  and  in 
expreflly  confining  to  that  clafe  the  government 
of  the  republic,  at  the  lame  time  that  many  pri- 
vileges were  granted  to  the  burghers,  have  done 
nothing  more  in  this^  thau  in  fome  degree  leilen- 
ing  the  diftanoe  and!  diftimJlion^  that  exiftedJ  be- 
tween themfelves  and  the  ordef  of  the  third  ef- 
tatc;  in  France^  on  the  contrary,  the  thirdeftate 
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has  completely  overwhelmed  the  clafs  of  nobilitj'. 
In  Poland  the  Holy  Catholic  Religion,  honoured 
with  every  mark  of  folemnity,  and  acknowledged 
as  fupreme,  teceived  a  firm  eftabliihment  by  the 
AA  of  the  3d  of  May.  Nothing  more  ftrongly 
difcriminates  the  featui'es  that  chara6terife  the  two 
conftitutions,  than  the  different  condu6l:  of  France 
on  the  fubjeift  of  religion.  It  is  in  vain  then  to 
pretend  to  find  a  refemblancc  between  the  lyf^ 
tems  of  the  two  countries ;  this  refemblance  has 
no  cxiflence  but  in  the  imaginations  of  thofe 
who  have  views  of  their  own  in  making  the  com- 
parifon.  It  may  likewife  be  obferved,  that  the 
king's  plan  in  i^vour  of  the  burghers  was  far 
lefs  comprehenfive  than  that  unanimoufly  adopt- 
ed the  1 8th  of  April  1791,  the  author  of  which 
was  the  man  who  was  £0  prompt  to  hold  the 
king's  ilirrup  when  he  fhould  mount  his  horie  to 
lead  the  army  of  the  republic  againi):  the  Ruilian 
invaders." 

To  return  from  this  digreffion :  the  kingdom 
or  republic  of  Poland,  lately  emancipated  from 
the  tyranny  of  its  nobles,  found,  ere  it  could  en- 
joy the  advantages  of  a  happy  change,  in  its  moft 
powerful  neighbour,  a  decided  and  moft  invete- 
rate enemy ;  for  on  the  i8th  of  May,  the  Rufiian 
refident  at  Warfaw  delivered  a  hoftile  declara- 
tion to  the  diet,  which  was  immediately  followed 
by  an  invaiion  of  the  Polifh  territories : 

Declaration  of  Mr.  Bulgakow,  Ru0an  Ambajador 
at  Warfaw. 

'^  The  liberty  and  independence  of  the  illuf- 
trious  republic  of  Poland  have  at  all  times  at- 
tradled  the  attention  and  concern  of  all  her 
neighbours. 

*^  Her 
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**  Her  majefly  the  emprcfs  of  all  the  Ruflias, 
who,  together  with  tliis  claim  ftill  unites  the 
right  of  her  formal  and  pofitive  engagements 
>vith  the  republic,  has  endeavoured  in  a  more 
peculiar  manner  to  watch  over  the  inviolable  pre- 
servation of  thefe  two  precious  attributes  of  hec 
political  exigence. 

*'  Thefe  continual  and  generous  endeavours  of 
her  majefty,  being  the  efFedls  of  her  love  for  juf- 
tice  and  order,  as  well  as  her  afFedtion  and  good 
wifhes  towards  a  nation,  whom  the  identity  of 
origin,  language,  and  fo  many  other  natural  re- 
lations with  the  nation  Ihe  reigns  over,  rendered 
dear  to  her^  did  doubtleis  repre^  the  ambition 
and  avidity  of  thofe  rulers  who,  not  fatisfied 
with  the  fhare  of  authority  affigned  to  them  by 
the  laws  of  the  ftate,  aipired  at  a  greater  extent 
of  power  at  the  expence  of  tliefe  very  laws. 

^*  With  this  intent  they  have,  on  one  hand, 
ncgledled  nothing  for  tiring  the  active  vigilance 
of  the  emprefs  over  the  integrity  of  the  fights  and 
prerogatives  of  the  illuftrious  Polifli  nation  ;  and^ 
on  the  other  hand,  for  dpfeming  the  purity  and 
munificence  of  her  intentions,  and  placing  them 
on  every,  occalion  in  the  mofl:  odious  point  of 
view. 

"  In  this  manner  they  had  the  perficHous  dex:* 
terity  to  caufe  to  be  declared,  as  a  cumberlbmc 
and  humiliating  yoke,  the  a6l  by  which  Ruilia 
guarantees  the  lawful  conffitution  of  this  nation ; 
whereas  the  greatefl  realms,  and  among  the  reft 
the  German  empire,  far  from  rejc(Sling  fuch  like 
guarantees,  have  confidered,  fought,  and  ar^ 
cepted  then!  as  the  mofl:  flable  fouiwiation  of  their 
property  and  independence. 

**  Events  of  a  recent  nature  flicw  better  than 
all  proofs,    how    indifpenfablc    and    efficacious 
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luch  a  guarantee  might  be ;  and  that  the  republic 
without  them,  after  having  been  involved  by  the 
pra6Hccs  of  her  internal  enemies,  to  recover  her 
conftitution,  could  have  no  other  claim  on  the 
intervention  of  the  emprefs,  than  folely  her  friend- 
fhip  and  generofity. 

*^  Meanwhile,  thofe  who  very  long  fince  medi- 
tated the  degradation  and  ruin  of  the  ancient  li- 
berty of  the  republic,  grew  bolder  and  bolder, 
when  part  of  the  nation  propofed  all  forts  of  pcr- 
verfe  and  erroneous  notioils,  and  only  waited  for 
a  favourable  moment  to  execute  their  ruinous  de- 
ligns.  They  thought  they  would  find  it  in  the 
two  wars  by  which  Kuffia  was  attacked  at  once. 
About  this  time  the  diet  affembled  at  Wariaw. 
The  inftrudlions  which  the  legates  had  received 
from  their  waywodlhips,  fixed  the  lame  as  a  free 
and  ordinary  diet.  All  at  once  it  was  transform- 
ed into  a  confederate  diet  without  any  known 
good  reafons.  *  The  Aft  of  Confederation,  which 
was  made  public,  announced  the  tranfacQions  of 
the  fame.  Its  chief  objects  were  to  be,  **  The 
^  maintenance  of  the  free  republican  govern* 
*^  ment— the  maintenance  of  the  magiilrates  in 
*^  their  funftions  and  adual  limits — and  thepre- 
^^  fervation  of  the  property  of  citizens." 

**  It  belongs  to  the  people  of  the  Polifh  nation 
themfelves,  to  judge  from  the  confequences  and 
reliilt  of  the  tranfadlions  of  this  diet,  how  far  // 
has  abufed  public  confidence  by  departing  from 
the  original  objefts  of  its  meeting,  and  adopt- 
ing others  which  were  entirely  oppofite  to  them. 
Without  entering  upon  an  enumeration  of  all  the 
.  illegalities  and  violation  of  the  laws  and  immuni- 
ties of  the  republic,  which  this  confederate  diet, 
or  rather  the  faSlion  prevailing  in  it^  prefumed  to 
«edite,  it  will  fufficc  to  lay,  that  after  having 
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tifurped,  mingled,  and  concentrated  in  itfelf  all 
branches  of  power,  whofe  union  in  the  hand  of 
one  individual  is  utterly  inconliftent  with  repub- 
lican principles,  has  moreover  ufurped  in  a  moil 
tyrannical  manner  each  branch  of  this  power; 
it  has  prolonged  its  duration  for  above  three 
years  and  an  half  (a  duration  of  which  the  Polifh 
annals  do  not  offer  a  iingle  inflance),  and  finally 
crowned  all  Its  ruinous  enterprilcs  by  totally  fub- 
verting,  on  the  3d  of  May  1791,  the  edifice  of  go- 
vernment, under  which  the  republic  was  happy 
for  fo  many  years. 

♦*  On  that  day  this  edifice  vanifhed,  and  on  its 
ruins  arofe  a  monarchy,  which  in  its  new  laws  by 
which  it  was  thought  to  limit  it,  offers  nothing 
but  contradidlions,  incoherency  with  the  oldlaws, 
an  entire  infufficiency  in  every  refoedt,  which 
leaves  not  even  to  the  Polanders  the  made  of  that 
liberty  and  thofe  prerogatives  of  which  they  were 
always  fo  jealous. 

* '  The  eledtive  throne  is  rendered  an  hereditary 
one,  and  this  law,  which  the  wifdom  of  their 
anceftors  had  dictated,  and  which  forbids  to  med- 
dle during  the  life-time  of  the  king  with  the  elec- 
tion of  his  fucceflbr,  was  tranfgreffed  in  as  rafh 
a  manner,  as  were  all  thofe  that  guaranteed 
the  perpetual  confiftency  of  the  republic.    ' 

"  The  means  made  ufe  of  for  executing  thcfe 
violent  aftions  were  well  enough  calculated  to 
charadlerifc  them.  On  the  day  of  the  revolution 
the  palace  and  the  diet-hall  were  crowded  with 
the.Warfaw  mob.  Armed  perfons  were  intro- 
duced-—cannons  were  brought  from  the  arienal, 
in  order  to  fire  on  fuch  as  might  endeavour  to 
prevent  the  fuccefe  of  the  plot.  The  regiment  of 
artillery  and  the  Lithuanian  guards  were  afiem* 
bled  for  fupporting  the  mob.  Their  fury  was  ex- 
D  d  cited 
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cited  agaiofl  tlioie  whofe  refiAance  was  dreaded* 
Several  legates  who  pcrfevered  in  their  patriotic 
fentinaents  were  threatened  with  death.  When 
the  legate  of  Kalitfch  humbly  approached  the 
throne  to  remind  the  king  of  his  laered  oath  con- 
cerning the  pa£ta  conventaj  that  iacred  and  indif- 
felubk  tie  which  conne6^s  him  with  the  nation^ 
he  was  trod  under  foot  in  an  unmerciful  man- 
ner, in^  Ipite  of  his  inviolable  character  as  a  re- 
prefentative.  of  the  nation,  to  th?  ihame  and  dif- 
grace  of  every  Polander  who  has  not  loft  alt 
fenfe  of  honour  and  liberty.  A  revolution  effec- 
tuated in  this  manner  was  deemed  by  its  promoters 
to  have  been  the  free  wifh  of  the  nation. 

"  Not  fatisfied  with  the  internal  misfortunes 
they  brought  upon  their  unhappy  mother  couirfry,. 
they  alfo  endeavoured  by  all  po£Qbl6  methods  to 
hurt  her  abroad,  by  plunging  her  into  dtf- 
Gords,  which  are  likely  to  degenerate  into  an 
open  war  with  Pruflia,  the  old  ally,  the  beft  and 
xnoft  folid  friend  of  ths  republic,  and  the  Poliih 
nation,  . 

;  >^  it  required  the  whole  extent  of  the  known 
generofity  of  the  emprefs,  and  efpecially  that 
juftice  and  penetration  by  which  Ihe  knows  how 
to  difccrn  the  intentions  of  the  Ipirit  of  party 
from  the  general,  wifh  of  the  nation,  to'  prevent 
her  from  fooner  refenting^he  extreme  abufes  by 
which  fhe  has  been  continually  prdvoked. 

'*  A  brief  enumeration  of  the  firing  of  isuSis 
belongii^  to  this  matter,  will  fet  the  truth  of  this 
affertion  in' a  poper  light. 

"  At  the  tipie  of  the  declaration  of  war,  to- 

which  Ruilia  was  neceffitated  by  the  Ottoman 

Porte,  the  ambaiTador  of  the  emprefs  delivered  to 

*tlie  miniftry  of  the  republic,  which  had  tiien  no 

diet^  a  not«^  appriiing  then!  of  the  inftantaneous 
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tftaifching  of  tbe  Rufitan  troops  through  the  Po- 
lifh  ftates^  and  propofing  fo  appoint  commiffion- 
ers  in  the  palatinates  that  were  nearcft  to  the 
quarters  of  thefe  ti'oops,  in  order  to  agree  with 
them  concerning  the  fiiniiihing  and  j^yment  of 
the  requiiite  forage^ 

"  All  this  Was  regalated  and  amicahly  agreed 
upon  with  mutual  fatisfadlion,  though  at  that 
Very  period  animofity  and.  rancour  ieeraed  al- 
ready to  manifeft  themfelvcs-  But  as  foon  as  the 
diet  was  formed,  and  the  long  harboured  plan  of 
fubverting  the  republic  had  got  the  better  of  all 
confideration  with  refpedl  to  the  prefervation  of 
^acG  within  and  without  the  kingdom,  it  was« 
not  only  required  immediately  to  withdraw  the- 
Ruffian  troops  from  the  Pblilh  territory,  withoulj 
even  excepting  the  fmall  number  of  thofe  that 
Were  to  guard  the  magazines,  but  alfo  tbe  fur-r 
tiifhing  them  with  pro^^ifibns  was  rendered  diffi^ 
cult  by  ]x>eans  of  feveral  impediments ;  the  efta- 
blifliing  of  new  magazines  for  their  fupport  was 
oppofed,  and  it  was  required  thai  even  the  oldr 
magazines  ihould  he  removed  beyond  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  republic.  On  the  fame  occafion,  the 
treafury  board  made  the  unjuft  propofal,  that  oti. 
croffing  the  river  Dniefter,  duties  of  exportsr 
fhould  be.colleded  for  thefe  magazines,  which 
were  procured  at  a  confiderable  expence,  afKt 
l^reatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  Polilh  citizens. 
*  "  Such  a  proceeding  wa6,  in  fh6t,  contrary  ta 
the  reciprocal  equity  which  two  neighbouring^, 
friendly  and  allied  ftates  owe  one  another. 

"  The  oppreffions  of  all  kinds  praflifed  upon 
the  fubje^s  of  her  majefty  the  empieis  were . 
carried  to  fu€h  a  height,  that  fome  of  them, 
whofe  bufinefs  retained  them  on  the  territory  of 
the  republic,  and  who,  folly  rdjmg  on  the  fanc- 
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lity  and  inviolability  of  exifting  treaties^  and  the 
taw  of  nations,  though  canying  their  trade  on  in 
fhe  quieteft  manner,  were,  notwithilanding,  moil 
malicioufly  impeached  for  having  excited  the  in- 
habitants  of  the  places  to  infmreAion,  and  were 
arreftcd  and  thrown  into  prifons.  Wheci  the 
judges  who  were  commiffioned  to  try  thc^  peo- 
ple foimd  no  traces  of  the  crime  they  iiood  im- 
peached for,  they  had  recourfe  to  the  torture  to 
extort  a  confefiion ;  and  after  having  in  this  man- 
ner forced  it  out,  theie  hara-hearted  judges  con* 
demned  them  to  die,  and  abfolutely  had  the  fen- 
tence  carried  into  execution.  This  firft  effay  of 
inhumanity,  injuftice,  and  cruelty,  opened  a 
raft  field  for  inquiiitions  of  all  kinds,  by  which 
Ae  provinces  were  chiefly  opprefied,  whofe  inha- 
bitants confeis  the  orthodox  Greek  religion.  The 
Ufhop  of  Przejaflaw  and  abbot  of  Sluck,  though 
an  imperial  fub)e<5):,  fell  a  victim  to  this  porlecu- 
tion.  Notwithftanding  his  lugh  ecclefiafiic  dig- 
nity, purity  of  manners,  and  auilerity  of  princi- 
ples, he  was  accufed  of  crimes,  which  malice,, 
and  the  eagemeis  of  increafing  the  once  efiedu- 
ated  fermentation,  invented  upon  every  occafioa;^ 
the  prelate  was  aniefled  and  condu6ted  to  Wa^ 
faw^  where  he  was  doomed  to  lafling  impriibn- 
ment.  Even  in  the  center  of  the  metropolis,  and 
towards  the  empreis's  nodniilers,  the  law  of  na- 
tions was  as  little  redded;  for  their  chapel, 
which  is  conlidered  as  a  part  of  the  hotel  occu- 
pied by  them  (and  the  Ruiiian  arms  being  iuf- 
pended,  clearly  proves  to  every  body  that  it  is*  a 
privileged  place),  was  forced,  by  Polifh  foldier^i 
who  ieized  upon  the  minifter  x>f  th^  altar,  and 
carried  him  befbjfc  an  incompfetent  tribunal*  The 
iatis&Aion  which  the  minifler  has  demiuaided  on 
thisfubjedi^  has  been  refiifod  upon  vagui^  and  in- 
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fignifioant  pretences*  Iii^^ort,  not  only  the  fi>» 
lemn  treaties  which  connet^ed  Rufi^a  ana  Poland 
were  violated  and  tranigrcifed  in  the  moil  impor- 
tant atticles,  hut  the  animoiity  has  been  carried 
fo  far  as  to  lend  an  extraordinary  deputation  to 
Tuiicey^  then  in  open  war  with  Ruflia^  offering 
to  diis  power  an  ofieniive  treaty  aimed  againft 
Ruflia.  A  fadt^  of  which  the  archives  of  the 
fpinifterial  correipondence  of  the  cabinet  of 
Wariaw  contain  the  dociunents  and  the  cleareft 
proofs. 

"  The  reQ)e<El  due  to  the  perfon  and  the  exalt- 
ed rank  of  tiie  emprefs^  was  not  obferved  in  tho 
ibecches  held  in  public  feilions  in  the  diet,  and 
this  rudeneis^  inftead  of  being  reprimanded  as  it 
defervedy  was  even  encouraged  and  applauded  by 
the  chiefs  of  the  party  that  fubverted  the  laws 
and  conflitution  ot  the  republic. 

"  The  leall  of  thefe  grievances^  without  men- 
tioning thofe  which .  are  voluntarily  fupprelfed 
for  the  lake  of  brevity^  would  already  juflify>  in 
the  &ce  of  God  and  men^  the  refolution  of  her 
majefiy  to  take  lignal  vengeance.  Yetitisnqt 
with  this  view  that  her  majefly  publiihes  this  de- 
claration of  the  faid  griei^nccs.  Her  innate 
equity  does  not  fuffer  her  to  confound  all  the  Po- 
liih  nation  with  one  of  the  parties  which  has  be* 
trayed  her  majefly's  confidence.  The  emprefs, 
on  the  contrary,  is  fully  convinced,  that  the 
greateil  number  had  no  ihare  in  any  of  the  things 
attempted  againfl  herfelf  and  the  republic. 

"  For  this  very  reafon  Ihe  is  willing  to  facri  > 
fice  her  jufl  refentment  to  a  hope  more  compa- 
tible with  her  generous  and  pacinc  fentiments,  of 
feeing  all  thofe  grievances  remedied  by  means 
of  a  new  diet,  which  Ihall  more  ftricftly  adhere 
to  the  orders  of  their  fuperiors^  and  the  immut* 
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«ble  fundamental  laws  of  the  Aate,  ih^n  the  pre* 
dent  exifiiDg  diet,  which  has  treipafled  upon  them 
^U  in  the  liioft  manifeft  mann^,  frnd  marked  all 
.their  tranfadlione,  in  oppolitioii  to  thofe  laws^ 
vwith  the  fiamp  of  their  own  illegality. 

"  But  fhould  her  majefty  refqfe  to  liftei;  to  the 
voice  of  her  own  refentment,  (he  cannot  be 
deaf  to  the  voice  of  claims  made  to  her  by  a 
great  number  of  Polanders,  among  whom  are 
'Several  who  are  as  illuArious  hy  birth  and  rank  in 
Ihe  republic,  as  they  are  by  their  patriotic  virtues 
and  ability  for  ierving  the  ftate. 

^  Animated  by  a  pure  and  praife-worthy  Eeal 
for  the  welfare  of  their  country,  and  the  recovery 
jof  its  former  liberty  and  independence,  they 
have  united  themfelves  for  the  purpofe  of  forming 
a  lawful  confederation^  as  the  only  ettccftual  remedy 
for  the  misfortunes  which  the  illegal  confederation 
fl-nd  ufurpatiohs  at  Warfavyhavecaufed  to  the  na- 
tion.. 

*^  With  tbefe  fentiments  they  have  claimed  the 
fupport  and  afliftance  of  the  emprefe,  who  did 
not  hefitate  to  affure  them  of  both,  being  guided 
f)n  her  part  by  her  friendly  and  amicable  difpofi- 
tions  in  favour  of  the  republic, .  and  her  defireof 
ftridlly  fulfilling  the  obligations  of  her  treaties. 

*'  In  order  to  fulfil  her  promife,  the  emprefs 
has  ordered  part  of  her  troops  to  etiter  the  territory 
ef  the  npublic.  They  ihew  themfelves  there  as 
friends,  and  for  co-operating  in  the  re-ejlablifhrnent  of 
the  rights  and  prerqg^tives  of  the  republic.  All  fuch 
as  Ihall  receive  them  under  this  title,  will,  befides 
a  perfedl  oWivion  pf  what  is  paft,  receive  every 
protection  and  fecurity  for  their  perfons  and  pro- 
perty. Her  majefty  hopes,  that  all  good  Poland- 
ers, who  truly  love  their  native  country,  will 
know  how  to  valup  the  intentions  of  her  imp?- 
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Tial  majefty,  and  perceive  that  it  is  for  Hheiv  own 
benefit  that  they  ihould  co-operate,  with  all  their 
heart  and  foul,  in  the  generous  endeavours  which 
her  majefty  is. to  employ  in  conjundlion  with  all 
true  pa^triots,  for  reftoring  to  the  republic  liberty 
and  laws,  of  which  it  has  been  deprived  by  the 
pretended  conftitution  of  the  3d  of  May,  If 
there  Ihould  be  any  who  harbour  any  fcruplc 
concerning  the  oath  which  they  have  been  led  to 
take  from  error,  or  which  they  were  compelled- 
to"  by  force  and  fedu6tion,  fiich  may  confider 
that  that  is  the  only  true  and  facred  oath  by 
which  they  engaged  to  maintain  and  defend  tlic 
free  and  republican  government  under  which  they 
were  born ;  and  that  the  renewal  of  this  former 
oath  is  the  only  means  of  repairing  the  perjury 
of  which  they  have  been  guilty  in  taking  the 
new  oath.  Yet  if  there  are  any  found  -who, 
perfevering  in  a  pcrverfe  way  of  thinking,  Ihould 
oppofe  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  emprefs, 
and  the  patriotic  wiflies  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
they  may  thank  themfelves  if  they  meet  with  the 
treatment  they  deferve ;  the  more  fo,  as  they  had 
it  in  their  power  to  fecure  themfelves  by  a  fincerc 
abjuration  of  their  errors. 

"  The  extraordinary  ambaffador  and  minifter 
plenipotentiary  has  orders  to  notify  thefe  rcfolu- 
tions  of  her 'majefty  the  emprefs,  and  alfo  to  pub* 
liih  her  juft  motives ;  he  is,  moreover,  to  invite  ' 
the  illuftrious  Polilh  nation  to  place  an  unlimited 
confidence  in  the  generofity  apd  difintereftednefs 
which  induce  her  to  take  this  ftep,  and  which 
make  her  moft  ardently  defire  that  the  republic, 
by  means  of  a  prudent  balance  of  the  different 
powers,  which  forms  the  fafeft  meajis  of  fecuring 
bpth  her  internal  tranquillity  and. her  good  un- 
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derifamding  with  her  neighbours,  fhould  lecoTa 

the  folid  balls  of  its  true  welfare.  y^ 

Given  at  Warfaw,  May  7-18,  1792.  f 

(Signed) 

D,  Von  Bulgakow/* 

On  the  2ift  the  king  of  Poland  laid  this  de* 
ckration  before  the  diet,  and  as  foon  as  it  was 
ready  this  truly  patriotic  prince  obfervcd  to  the 
deputies,  that  the  dcfign  of  the  emprefe  was  evi- 
dently to  annihilate  the  diet  and  overturn  tlie 
conflitution :  he  prefled  the  neceffity  of  employ- 
ing means  for  the  defence  of  the  country ;  thefc 
were  two-fold :  the  firft,  he  faid,  confifted  in  the 
exercife  of  all  that  courage  and  rcfolution  might 
infpire,  and  that  whatever  in  this  refpedl:  the  diet 
Ihould  determine,  he  fliould  not  only  approve^ 
but  encounter  every  danger  to  execute :  the  ie- 
,  cond,  in  negociation.  "  For  this  purpofe/*  con- 
tinued his  majefly,  "  we  Ihould  apply  to  our  ally 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  who,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  prefent  diet,  has  concurred  in  our  delibera- 
tions, efpecially  in  thofe  which  tended  to  libe- 
rate us  from  the  guarantee  of  Ruffia,  in  remov- 
ing the  Ruffian  magazines  and  troops  from  our 
territories,  and  in  our  embafly  to  tlie  Ottoman 
Porte;  but,  above  all,  in  our  forming  a  govern- 
ment on  whofe  balls  he  could  build  an  alliance 
with  us,  whereby  he  folemnly  engaged  himfelf  to 
ufe,  firft,  his  own  good  offices,  and^  in  cafe  of  their 
failing,  to  affift  us  effi^6bually  with  fufficient  forces 
to  maintain  our  independence  and  pofleffions*. 
Both  thefe  objects  are  eflentially  attacked  by  tlic 
declaration  before  you,  which  treats  as  crimes 
and  tranfgreffidns  thofe  very  ads  that  pafled  in 

*  See  the  pote  in  p.  4x3,  413, 
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perfe6l  underftanding  with,  and  with  the  unani- 
mous concurrence  o^  the  king  of  Pruflia." 

In  this  fpeech  the  king  of  Poland  alfo  recom- 
mended calling  upon  the  ailiftance  of  the  king  of 
Hungary  and  tiie  eledlor  of  Saxony,  and  con« 
eludes  with  exhorting  the  diet  to  vigorous  prepa* 
rations  for  defence,  ihould  negociation  £ul. 

The  next  day  the  diet  addrelled  the  king  with 
thanks  for  his  piatemal  and  patriotic  fpeech,^  and, 
by  a  decree,  invefted  him  with  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  armies  of  the  republic;  it  was  alio 
followed  by  another,  fetting  forth,  that  every  de- 
vafiation,  damage,  or  diminution  of  property, 
occafioned.to  individuals  by  the  march  or  inva* 
Hon  of  foreign  troops,  Ihould  be  indemnified  by 
'a  fraternal  contribution  of  the  whole  nation. 

While  the  king  and  diet  were  thus  confidering 
how  to  deprecate  or  refift  the  calamities  of  war, 
a  body  of  Ruilian  troops  penetrated  into  the 
territory  of  the  republic,  near  Mohilow,  in  Po- 
dolia,  under  the  command  of  general  Rochow- 
iki ;  fome  other  corps,  at  the  fame  time,  pafled 
the  eafiern  frontiers  at  different  places.  To  op- 
pofe  this  formidable  invalion,  prince  Poniatow- 
fki,  collecting  haflily  a  fmall  body  of  forces,  * 
marched  toward  the  enemy,  and  on  the  24th  of 
May  encamped  at  Tjmrew. 

The  diet,  after  making  every  practicable  pro- 
vilion  for  the  ekigences  of  the  flatei  and  com- 
mitting the  entire  condudl  of  the  war  to  the 
king,  was  prorogued  on  the  3ifi:  of  May:  pre- 
vious to  this,  the  following  addrefs  from  the  king 
to  the  army  was  publifhed  at  Wariaw : 
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Addrefs  of  the  King  to  the  Arifty. 

^'  By  virtue  of  the  conftitution  enabled  a^d 
March  1792,  the  iupreme  and  general  cam- 
jnand  of  all  the  forces  of  the  republic  is  entrufted  • 
to  us.  Thus  the  defence  of  our  dear  country  is 
confided  to  Us  and  to  You.  The  enemy  thi;t 
invades  it  is  well  known  to  every  Polandcr.  So 
many  injuries,  misfortunes,  and  humiliations, 
heaped  upon  us  by  Ruffia,  call  on  God  and  your 
courage  for  vengeance.  The  war  is  no  fooner 
dedared  than  begun,  without  the  leaft  juftifiable 
motive.  Some  degenerate  Poles,  rebels  to  their, 
country,  Kave  lent  a  pretext  for  it.  They  wifli, 
with  foreign  aid,  to  reftore  the  ancient  anarchy, 
fubjc6lion,  and  infignificance,  which  your  king, 
at  the  head  of  a  virtuous  diet,  has  luckily  ba- 
nifhed  from  the  Polifli  territories.  Brave  coun- 
trymen !  we  are  now  called  upon  to  maintain 
our  pofleffiojfts,  our  honour,  and  our  liberties. 
Id  defend  our  brethren,  to  revenge  fo  many 
wrongs,  which  we  and  our  forefathers  have  ftif- 
fered,  and  to  proleA  the  honour  of  your  king, 
who  confea-ates,  with  pleafure  and  fincerity, 
the  remnant  of  his  old  age  to  his  country.  The 
nation  longed  to  have  a  refpeftable  army,  but 
anarchy  and  foreign  influence  always  oppofed 
it :  at  laft,  by  cheerful  offers,  it  is  raifed  to 
have  in  you  its  defender^  the  improvement  of 
whofe  condition  was  not  forgotten  by  tlie  prc- 
fent  goveniment.  It  was  proper  to  add  regula- 
rity and  difcipUne,  common  and  neceflary  in  all 
armies,  to  the  courage  of  Poles,  which,  though 
they  may  feem  new  to  you,  are  not  the  lets  re- 
quifite  for  the  llrength,  order,  and  glory  of  the 
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firmy.     To  execute  tbofe  regulations  fhall  be  the 
duty  of  your  commander,   and  to  obey  tbem 
ought  to  be  your  ambition :  we  all  muft .  obey 
the  la\Vs,  and  you  thofe  who  execute  them.  The 
army  we  hqive  oppofed  to  us  owes  its  ftrength  to 
^  0  blind  obedimice  and  fubmiffion  to  orders.     En- 
'  deavour  to  furpafs  it  ^vcn  in  this,  and  then  nei- 
ther its  numbers  nor  its  bravery  will  be  able  to 
intimidate  the  Poles.     It  is  true,  Ruffian  troopy 
have  been  acquflomed  to  defpife  the  Polifh  foU 
diers,  but  you  have  now  an  open  field  to  de- 
ierve    a  more    honourable    opinion    in   future^ 
Your  country,  for  whofe   independence  we  are 
going  to  fight ;  your  king,  whofe  fteps  are  di- 
redled  by  juftice,  fhall  value  and  reward  your 
luerit  and  valour :  you  may  be  fure  of  being  am- 
ply repaid  for  the  hazard  of  your  lives,  by  the 
gratitude  of  your  countrymen,  by  the  ac(^uilition 
of  glory,  and  by  the  hands  of  your  king. 

"  Therefore,  as  your  king  and  commander, 
we  recommepd  to  you  mofl  earneilly  to  unite 
good  condu6l  to  obedience,  fortitude  to  courage, 
a-nd  love  of  your  country  to  loyalty. 

"  We  recommend  to  the  commanding  officers 
vigilance  and  attention,  exemplary  temperance 
and  courage,  vigour  and  juitice,  on  every  oc- 
cafion. 

"  The  army  of  a  free  nation  thus  qualified, 
with  a  good  caufc  on  their  fide,  cannot  fail  to 
find  their  fupport  in  the  powerful  arm  of  the 
Omnipotent.  You  ferve  for  honour — let  it  be 
your  guide :  the  honour  of  a  Polifh  foldier  is  of 
the  higheii  importance,  becaufe  it  is  a  pledge  of 
his  allegiance  to  bis  country,  to  which  he  owes 
all. 

"  Do  not  fuffer  a  traitor  among  you  (fhould 
%ny  unfortunately  b^  found),  apd  the  fafety  of 

your 
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your  country  will  be  your  own  work.  In  every 
danger  remember  and  think  of  your  dear  ooun* 
try ;  our  life  is  the  leafi  thing  we  can  offer  her. 
Your  common  fether,  your  king^  and  your  com- 
mander^ gives  you  for  ever  this  word  of  com* 
mznd^^CbiUren !  Let,  us  either  Uve  free-  and  rr- 
^iSeiy  or  die  with  honour. 

Given  at  Warfaw^  May  25th>  the  aSth  year 
of  our  reign. 

(Signed) 

Stahislaus  Augustus^  Rex.'* 

The  degenerate  Poles  alluded  to  in  this  ad- 
dreis  ieemed  to  be  as  inconfiderable  in  number  as 
in  ability;  the  names  of  their  leaders,  which 
have  appeared^  are  the  nobles  Fbtodci,  Rze- 
wufki^  and  Branicki^  to  whoie  party  none  were 
attached  but  then:  immediate  dependents,  though 
it  is  probable  they  perfuaded  the  emprefs  of  Rut 
iia  that  numbers  would  join  their  rebelUoas  con* 
lederacy. 

While  every  warlike  preparation  that  time  or 
circumilance  permitted  was  goin'g  forward  at 
Warfaw,  and  on  the  eaftem  frontiers,  the  king, 
by  an  official  note,  communicated  to  the  Pruf- 
fian  ambaiTador  at  his  court,  the  marquis  de  Imc^ 
chefini,  the  declaration  of  the  emprefs,  which 
Bulgakow  her  ambaflador  had  delivered ;  calling 
at  the  fame  time  for  the  afliilance  of  his  ally  tlie 
king  of  Pruilia,  in  a  preiling  manner,  purfiiant 
to  the  6th  article  in  the  treaty  of  alliance  be- 
tween them*.     To  this  conmiunication  and  rc- 

quiiition 

•  This  treaty  was  dated  March  29,  1790,  The  6th  article 
runs  thus:—"  If  any  foreign  power  wliatever  fliall,  by  ^virtue 
•f  any  preceding  a^s  or  ftipulations^  or  any  interpretation  of 
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<|aiiifion  his  PrufEan  majeily  anfwercd^  in  the 
following  letter : 

Letter  of  the   King  of  Prufia  to  the  King  ^f 
Poland. 

Berlin^  June  S,  i792« 
^^  Sir,  my  Brother, 

^'  The  grand  marfhal  of  LUhuama,  the  comte 
de  Potocki,  has  delivered  to  me  your  majefty^s 
letter,  dated  the  31ft  of  May.  I  there  fee  with 
regret  the  emharraifment  in  which  Poland  finds 
itfclf  now  involved.  But  I  will  acknowledge, 
with  equal  frankneis,  that,  after  all  that  has 
pafled  for  the  lafl:  twelve  months,  thefe  embar- 
raffinents  were  tb  be  forefeen.  Your  majeily 
will  recoiled):  that,  on  more  than  one  occalion^ 
the  marquis  de  Lucchefini  was  charged  to  mani- 
fell,  not  only  to  you,  but.  to  the  prdponderat- 
ing  members  of  the  government,  my  juft  ap- 
prehenfions  on  this  fubjeft.  From  the  moment 
that  the  general  re-efiablt/hment  of  tranquillity  in 
Europe  permitted  me  to  explain  myfelf  Und  that  the . 
emprejs  of  RuJJia  had  fhewn  a  decided  oppolition 
to  the  order  of  things  eflablilhed  on  the  3d  of 
May  1 791,  my  way  of  thinking  and  the  lan- 
guage of  my  minillers  have  never  varied  \  and '  in 
obferving   with  a  tranquil  eye  the  new   confti-^ 

them,  aflume  the  right  of  interfering  in  the  internal  affair*  of 
the  republic  of  Poland,,  or  its  dependencies,  at  any  time,  or  ini 
any  manner;  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruflia  will  hri\  employ  his 
moft  efficacious  good  offices  to  prevent  hoftilities' anting  out  of 
fuch  a  pretenlion; — ^but  if  all  his  good  offices  fhould  fail  o^* 
cff^ft,  and  hoftilities  againd  Poland  fhould  be  the  confequence, 
his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruflia,  coniidering  tbts  as  a  cafe 
falling  within  the  meaning  of  the  alliance,  will  affift  the  re- 
public according  to  the  tenor  of  the  4th  article  of  the  prefeat 
treaty. 

tutjon. 
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tntion,  which  the  republic  has  giTen  to  itfelf  urtxtf- 

OUT  MY  PRIVITY  OR  CONCURRENCE*,  IhaVCnCVCtf 

had  the  idea  either  of  fupporting  or  protecting 
it.  I  have  predicted,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
threatening  mealures  and  the  warlike  prepara* 
tions  which  the  diet  unceafingly  deliberated 
upon  one  after  another,  would  infaUibly  provoke 
the  refentment  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruifia,  and 
draw  upon  Poland  the  evils  which  they,  were 
undertaken  to  avoid.  The  event  fully  Satisfied 
thofe  appearances,  and  one  cannot  diffemble  in 
the  prelent  moment,  that,  without  the  new  form 
of  government  for  the  republic,  and  without  the  rf- 
forts  which  they  have  announced  f§r  fupporting  it, 
the  court  of  Ruffia  would  not  have  determined 
on  the  vigorous  proceedings  Ihe  has  now  em- 
braced. 

"  Whatever  be  the  friendlhip  that  I  have  fwarn 
to  your  majefty,  and  the  intereft  I  take  in  every 
thing  that  concerns  you,  you  will  yourfelf  be- 
lieve that  the  ftate  of  things  being  entirely 
changed  Jince  the  alliance  that  I  contraBed  with  the 
republic,  and  the  prefent  conjunfture,  brought 
on  by  the  conftitution  of  the  3d  of  *May  1791, 
poflerior  to  my  treaty,  not  being  applicable  to  the 
engagements  therein  ftipulated,  it  does  not  be- 
long to  me  to  relift  the  attack  made  on  your 
majefty,  if  the  intentions  of  the  patriotic^ party 
are  ftill  the  fame,  and  if  they  perfift  in  the  de- 
fire  of  maintaining  their  own  work ;  but  if,  re- 
tracing their  Jleps,  they  Ihall  confider  the  diffi- 
culties that  are  arifing  upon  all  fides,  I  fhall  be 
ready  to  concert  meafures  with  her  majefty,  the 
emprefe  of  Ruffia,  and  to  explain  myfetf,  at 
the,  faiiMi  time,  with  the  court  of  Vienna,  to 
flrive  to  reconcile  the  different  interefts,  and  to 

^  Compare  this  with  lUM  Letter)  b  p.  3^0|  i^v. 
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9igree  on  meafures  capable  of  reiix>ring  fo^  Poland 
its  tranquillity. 

^*  I  flatter  myidi  that  your  majeily  -will  find, 
in  thefe  difpolitions  and  in  thefe  affuranccs,  the 
.fentiments  oi  fincert  frUndjhify  and  of  the  confidera^ 
iion  with  whkh  I  am     ' 

Your  Majefiy's  good  Brother^ 

FafiDKRiCK- William/* 

This  ajalwer  was  naturally  confidered  by  the 
PoKih  diet  as  an  avowed  dereIi6lion,  on  the 
part  of  the  Pruffian  monarch,  of  every  exifting 
treaty. 

tioftilities  had  now  commenced  between  the 
Polilh  and  Ruffian  armies,  and  a  number  of 
flcirmilhes  took  plaxrc ;  the  firft  of  note  .was  oa 
tlie  26th  of  May,  near  prince  Poniatowiki*s 
camp^  at  Winica;  an  advanced  party  of  the 
,  Ruffian  army  appearing  near  a  poft  occupied  by 
lieutenant  Golejowflcit,  with  three  hundred  pi- 
quets, was  attacked  vigoroufly  by  the  Poles, 
and  driven  into  a  wood,  where,  imprudently 
purfuing  the  enemy,  this  fmall  body  found  itfelf 
drawn  into  an  ambufcade,  being  immediately 
furrounded  by  a  body  of  2000  horfe,  two  bat- 
talions of  chaJfeurSf  -and  fourteen  pieces  of  can- 
non: through  this  body,  however,  the  brave 
Poles  cut  tlieir  paflage,  with  the  lofs  of  loa 
men,  having  killed  a  much  greater  numb^  of- 
the  enemy. 

From  that  date,  to -the  17th  0/  June,  fevcral 
other  Ikirmiihes  happened,  with  various  fuccefs^ 
between  detachments  of  the  armies ;  but  on  thi* 
day  the  main  army  of  the  Poles,  under  the  com^ 
xnand  of  prince  Poniatowlki,  finding  its  poft  at 
Volonna  untenable^  and  its  number  far  inferior 
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to  the  Ruffians,  retreated  towards  ^SdiQie^ 
clofely  followed  by  the  enemy ;  but  at  this  plao^ 
having  been  reinforced  by  ibme  troops  from 
Zailawy  halted;  a  battle  was  the  coniequence, 
for  the  Ruffians  appearing  with  an  army  of 
9000  infantry  and  8000  horfe,  a  general  en- 
gagement enfuedy  which  was  obAinately  conti- 
nued from  feven  in  the  morning  until  five  in 
the  afternoon^  at  which  hour  the  Ruffians  at 
lail  gave  way,  leaving  4000  dead  on  the  fidd. 
T^e  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  Poles  was,  compa- 
ratively, inconfiderable,  being  only  eftimatedat 
800  iiij^ntry  and  300  horle. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Ruffian  forces  conti- 
nued to  penetrate  the  kingdom  in  feveral  quar- 
ters ;  and  the  city  of  Wil^,  and  other  places  of 
confequence,  fell  into  their  hands. 
^  To  oppofe  the  fuperiority  in  number  and  diC- 
cipline  of  the  invaders,  Poland  relied  on  the 
patriotic  zeal  of  its  people,  and  the  bravery  of 
its  foldiers;  both  manifefied  themfelves;  the 
peaiants  fumiihed  forage  in  many  places  without 
payment,  others  fumifKed  horfes,  and  in  every 
difiridl  patriotic  contributions  were  made;  the 
foldiers,  determined  to  make  up  by  valour  every 
deficiency  in  fkill,  difiinguifhed  themfelves  in 
every  adlion ;  and  during  the  retreat  of  the  army 
firom  Volonna,  ^00  of  them,  like  the  Greeks  at 
Thermopylae,  to  ilop  the  enemy,  devoted  their 
lives,  and  covered  with  their  bodies  the  ground 
they  dii})uted. 

Aftonifhed  at  the  unprovoked  invafion  of  their 
country  by  the  armies  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia, 
and  not  lefs  at  the  king  of  Pruffia^s  abfolute  de- 
relidion  of  the  treaties  of  alliance  fiibfifting  be- 
tween him  and  the  republic,  the  fiates  made  to 
the  emperor  of  Gctmany  a  fimilar  aj^cation 
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^hh  that  addre^red  to  Frederic,  acid  received  an 
anfwer  equally  unfavourable. 

The  Polilh  nation,  thus  fruilrated  in  every  hope 
of  fuccour  from  its  ppwerful  neighbours,  faw  no- 
thing but  the  melancholy  profped  of  the  fingle- 
handed  oppofition  of  a  raw  and  inadequate  army* 
without  credit  of  refources,  againfl:  one  of  the 
mightieft  potentates  of  the  earth,  if  not  openly 
aflifted,  at  leaft  fecretly  abetted,  by  all  its  neigh^ 
hours,  thofe  called  infidels  alone  excepted. 

The  king,  finding  not  only  that  his  ally  <he 
king  of  Pruffia  had  deferted  him,  but  that  he  had 
joined  the  emprefs  in  her  ambitious  and  tyranni- 
cal vie^s,  called  a  meeting  of  the  deputies  of  the 
different  provinces  upon  the  23d  of  July,  to 
deliberate  on  the  beft  meafures  to  be  purfued  foi* 
the  welfare  of  the  country.  Of  two  evils  they 
were  obliged  to  choofe  the  leaft ;  either  to  have 
thoir  country  entirely,  deftroyed  by  the  immenfe 
armies  which  were  over-running  it,  and  perhaps 
to  have  their  exiftence  as  a  flate  annihilated,  or 
to  agree  to  the  haughty  terms  impofed  upon  them 
by  their  too  powerful  neighbours. 

The  king  was* obliged  not  only  to  annul  the 
conftitution  of  the  3d  of  May  1791,  and  agree 
to  the  r6-cftablifliment  of  that  which  exifled  be- 
fore the  revolution,  but  even  to  order,  the  army 
under  prince  Poniatowflci  to  be  delivered  up  to 
the  Ruffian  general  Brinicki.  This  was  to  take 
place,  according  to  the  agreement,  on  the  29111 
of  July. 

Many  people,  however,  diflcnted  from  tho 
general  rcfolution.  Malachowlki,  Potocki,  Sa- 
pieha,  Solticki,  fecrefufcd  to  lign  the  re-con- 
federation. Upwards  of  4000  nobles,  and  feve- 
fal  others,  aflembled,  calling  out—"  The  conjii^ 
Wion  without  the  kingT    They  fought  after  Ma- 

E  e  lachowiki. 
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lachowfki,  prince  Sapieha,  Potoc)ci,  and  Soltic- 
ki,  and  carried  them  round  in  public. 

Ih  the  grand  dukedom  of  Lithuania,  in  parti- 
cular, a  fpirit  of  refiftance  manifefted  itfelf. 
What  a  difgrace  to  the  policy  of  Europe^  that 
not  one  ftate  could  be  found  friendly  to  ft  caufe 
fo  honourable  to  humanity  !  Not  long  before  this 
period  Europe  was  on  the  eve  of  a  general  war  for  a 
barren  territory  between  the  Bog  and  the  Dnei(^ 
ter, '  to  preferve  the  balance  of  power ;  and  here 
a  whole  kingdom  was  allowed  to  fall  a  vi6lim 
to  the  ambition  of  Ruflia,  without  a  fingle  fuf- 
picix)n  bcin^  thrown  out  by  any  one  power  that 
the  fame  balance  would  be  thereby  endangered  ! 

The*  manifefto  or  declaration  of  his  excellency 
count  Malachowlki,  marfhal  of  the  diet,  was  as 
follows : 

**  Staniflaus  Nalecz,  count  Malachowlki,  mar- 
flial  of  the  diet,  and  of  the  confederation  of  the 
provinces  of  the  crown,  knight  of  the  Poliih  or- 
ders, &c.  appearing  in  peribn  at  the  territorial 
chancery  of  Warfaw,  has  freely  and  voluntarily, 
in  prefence  of  all  the  officers  of  the  faid  chan- 
cery, made  a  declaration  of  the  following  te- 
nor :— 

^^  In  this  mournful  crifis,  when  drforders  cxift 
which  ought  to  wound  the  heart  of  every  citizen 
faithful  to  his  duty,  in  this  fatal  moment,  when 
we  fee  with  grief  a  powerful  foreign  force,  au- 
thorized this  day,  by  the  adhelion  of  his  majefty 
to  the  confederation  of  Targowicz,  to  dcftroy  the 
work  of  our  regeneration — this  (alutary  work, 
undertaken  and  achieved  under  the  aufpices  of 
liberty — this  work  which  the  whole  nation  ap- 
plauded with  tranfport,  and  which  fhc  Jad  fworn 
to  maintain  with  all  her  power : 

^  I  yield 
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^^  t  yield  td  the  diftates  of  my  coiifciencdj  and 
tx)Tilider  it  a  facred  duty  openly  to  declare  iii 
the  fate  of  Heaven,  of  the  whole  univerfe,  and 
of  all  poftcrity>  that  I  fee,  and  ever  Ihall  fee,  in 
the  confedefation  of  Targowicz,  formed  under 
the  protedlion  of,  and  fupported  by  a  foreign 
army,  an  a£l  of  open  defpotifntj  contrary  to  the 
'Wiihes  as  well  as  to  the  intercfts  of  the  nation , 
and  infringing  the  facred  rights  of  all  claiies 
of  citizens  5  an  audacious  enterprize  which  has 
been  preceded  by  murder  and  difafters,  and  which 
will  infallibly  be  followed  by  anarchy,  fervitude> 
and  the  total  ruin  of  the  republic. 

*'  This  proteft  has  not  for  its  obje6V  to  throw 
out  the  leaft  reproach  againft  any  perfon  what* 
foever, 

"  Infenfible  to  all  perfonal  griefs^  anfl  not 
knowing  either  refentment  or  hatred,  my  con- 
fcience  bears  me  witnefs  that  I  never  had  any  de- 
lire  but  for  the  glory  and  welfare  of  my  coun- 
try ;  that  I  have  employed  myfelf  faithfully  to 
the  amelioration  of  its  prefent  ftate ;  that  I  havct 
never  wronged  any  perfon  intentionally ;  that  1 
never  attempted,  by  the  help  of  a  vile  depen- 
dency, to  fecure  the  prote6tion  of  any  foreign 
■court,  or  ever  affefted  to  defy  any  of  them; 
and  that,  always  faithful  to  the  obligations  my 
fituation  impofed,  I  have  endeavoured  to  fulfil 
my  talk  with  the  moft  fcrupulous  exadtitude. 

«  Full  of  this  confidence,  and  fortified  by 
the  purity  of  my  intention,  I  fubmit  to  the  Divine 
juftice  the  deftinies  of  my  country,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings of  thofc  whofe  pleafiare  it  has  been  to 
do  hurt  to  the  republic.  I  declare  further,  that 
the  prefent  diet  and  the  confederation  fubfift  in 
all  Uieir  Tigour— that  the  a6t  of  fufpenfion  of 
the  afiembly  gave  to  his  inaiefty  the  unlimited^ 
E  e  a    "^  right 
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right  of  convoking  the  diet  whenever  the  neccf* 
lilies  of  the  ftate  require  it — that  this  convoca- 
tion has  not  taken  place,  and  that,  initead  of 
terminating  in  the  ufual  manner  this  firft  legifla- 
tive  aflembly,  they  have,  contrary  to  the  expFefs 
will  of  all  its  members,  acceded  to  a  new  one 
formed  at  Targowicz,  and  *which  declares  the 
others  null  and  illegal. 

*'  Seeing,  then,  my  country  threatened  with  the 
greatcfl  evils,  and  not  being  willing  my  con- 
icience  Ihould  reproach  me  in  any  thing,  I  think 
myfelf  obliged  to  inform  my  fellow-citizens  of 
all  the  fatal  ills  with  which  they  have  been 
threatened. 

"  Ob,  nation,  that  I  bear  in  my  bofom !  Ob, 
my  dear  co-patriots!  I  partake  of  your  misfor* 
tunes,  but  I  cannot  foften  them.  Alas !  there 
only  remains  for  me  to  offer  you  tears ;  my  fide- 
lity and  my  inviolable  attachment  are  know^ 
to  you.  Nothing  can  diminilh  or  dellroy  them ; 
but  I  cannot  give  you  any  more  proof  of  thexDy 
as  they  have  deprived  me  of  the  means. 

\    (Signed) 

S.    N*    MALACHOWfeKl, 

Marlhal  of  the  Diet. 
And  underneath 

Pitch  ALA', 
Regent  of  the  Chancery/' 

Another  proteft,  to  the  lame  purport,  was  en- 
tered by  prince  Calimir  Sapieha,  mLarfhal  of  the 
confederation,  of  tlie  grand  duchy  of  Lithuania, 
and  regiftercd  in  the  adh  of  the  territorial  chan- 
cery of  the  duchy,  at  the  palace  of  the  king  at 
Warfaw.  ^ 
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Thofc  who  can  ftill  want  proofs  of  the  dupli- 
city of  the  Pruffian  monarch  may  compare  ^  the 
tenor,  but  more  particularly  the  firft  paragraph, 
of  the  following  declaration  with  the  two  letters 
of  his  inferted  in  this  Hiftory,  page  390,  391. 

Declaration  of  his  Majefty  the  King  of  PruJJia,  re- 
fpeSting  the  March  of  his  Troops  into  Poland. 

**  It  is  known  to  all  Europe,  that  the  change  of 
government  which  took  place  in  Poland  on  the. 
3d  of  May  1791,  without  the  knowledge  or  parti r 
cipation  of  the  neighbouring  friendly  p^wers^  has  ex- 
cited the  difpleafure  and  diflatisfaciion  of  a  f^rcat 
part  of  the  nation  ;  and  that  thofe  who'rcmaincd 
faithful  to  the  ancient  form  of  government,  im- 
plored the  afliflance  of  the  elev4ted  princefs  who 
had  guaranteed  it. 

"  Her  Ruflian  imperial  majefly  liflened  to  the 
^1,  and  flew  to  their  affiftance  with  a  coniider- 
able  body  of  troops,  which  were  fent  by  divi- 
lions  into  thofe  provinces  where  their  prefcnce 
appeared  to  be  moil  necefl^ar}^  Under  their  pro- 
tection, the  principal  members  of  nobility  en- 
tered into  a  general  confederation,  whofe  prefent 
labours  are  devoted  to  the  fuppreffion  of  the 
abufes  of  introduced  innovations,  and  tending  to 
reftore  virtue  to  the  cqnititution  of  their  coun- 
try. 

"  Prom  that  moment  Pruffia  could  not  but 
feel  a  concern  for  the  f^te  of  Poknd,  partly  as  a 
neighbour,  partly  on  account  of  the  references 
which  mutually  fubfifl  between  thefe  two  flates. 
Thofe  great  events  could  not  but  excite  her  at- 
tention; but  the  king  always  cherilhed  hopes 
that  the  troubles  woulcj  foon  be  happily  termi- 
nated; and  expected,  therefore,  to  be  able  to 
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forego  his  interference,  efpecially  in  a  itKHXienft 
when  obje(5ts,  momentous  and  worthy  of  }m 
folicitode,  occupied  him  in  another  quarter. 

**  His  expe6tation  was,  however,  difappointed. 
The  (ib-called)  patriotic  party,  inftead  of  yielding 
to  the  falutary  deligns  of  the  court  of  Ruili^, 
had  even  the  temerity  to  make  aq  obftinate  r^ft- 
^nce  agaipft  the  imperial  troops ;  ^nd,  although 
their  weaknefs  foon  forced  mem  to  renounce 
the  chimerical  idea  of  an  open  war,  they  fJill 
continue  to  create  private  combinations,  vifibly 
tending  to  fubvert  order  and  public  tranquillity. 
Even  the  king's  own  dominions  feel  their  confe- 
quences  by  repeated  excefles  and  violations  of 
lerritorjr.  But  what  ftill  more  requires  the  feri-r 
ous  attention  of  the  king  and  all  the  neighbour- 
ing powers,  is  the  propagation  of  French  Demo- 
cracy, and  the  principles  of  that  deteflable  fee- 
tion  who  feek  to  make  profeljrtes  every  where, 
and  who  have  already  been  fo  well  received  in 
Poland,  that  the  entcrprizes  of  the  Jacobin  emif- 
fanes  are  not  only  moft  powerftilly  fecpnded 
there,  but  even  revolution  focieties  eftabliffaedji 
who  make  an  opep  profeffion  of  their  prin-v 
ciples. 

"  Great  Poland  is  chiefly  infe^cd  with  that 
dangerous  poifon,  and  contains  the  greatcft  num- 
ber of  the  zealous  profeflbrs  of  miftaken  p^trio- 
tifm.  Their  connexions  with  the  French  clubs 
muft  infpire  his  majefty  with  a  juft  cliftrail  on 
account  of  the  iafety  of  his  own  dominipns,  an4 
therefore  put  him  liniier  tlic  neccflity  of  taking 
fcfFetfHve  meafures, 

«^  His  majefly  being  neceffitated,  in  comliiiia- 
tion  with  the  allied  courts,  fo  continue  the  war, 
and  being  on  the  eye  of  opening  a  campaign, 
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tliOQght  it  pr^^per  to  concert  mcafiui^  with  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Petcrlburgh ;  and  their  im- 
perial majellies  could  not  forbear  owning,  that 
nrom  Ibund  policy  it  fhould  not  be  allowed  that 
tjie  fad^ious  Ihould  be  fufFercd  to  be  free  in  Po- 
land,  and  expofe  his  majefty  to  the  danger  of 
having  an  enemy  in  the  rear,  whofe  violent  and 
wild  enterprizes  might  become,  a  fouroe  of  frefli 
troubles* 

**  His  majefty  has,  therefore,  rcfolved  to  ^et  the 
Hart  of  them,  by  fending  a  fufficient  body  of 
troops,  under  the  command  of  M.  de  Mollen- 
dorf,  general  of  infantry,  into  the  territories  of 
the  republic,  and  efpecially  into  feveral  diftrjdls 
of  Great  Poland, 

"  Thefc  meafures  of  precaution  have  for  their 
ainj  to  cover  the  Pruffian  territories ;  to  fupprefs 
the'  ill-diippfed  incendiaries  ^nd  difturbers  of 
tranquillity ;  to  reftore  an4  maintain  order  and 
tranquillity;  and  laftly,  to  afford  efficacious 
prote6tion  to  the  wcll-difpofed  inhabitants.  It 
will  only  depend  on  them  to  merit  that  protect 
tion  by  a  tranquil  and  prudent  condudl,  by  giv- 
ing to  the  Pruilian  troops  a  friendly  reception 
and  treatment,  and  by  affifting  them  with  what-» 
ever  they  may  want,  and  fqx^ilitating  their  fublift- 
cnce.  The  comiQanding  general  Ihall,  on  his 
owp  part,  not  be  wanting  to  maintain  good  and 
fevere  difcipUne^  to  difburthen  the  inhabitants  as 
much  as  in  his  power  ihall  be,  tq  redrefi  all  their 
grievances,  and  to  pay  punctually  for  the  fup- 
plies  which  he  may  have  occafion  for.  The 
kin^  is  fond  of  cheriftiing  the  hope  that,  with 
fentiments  fo  pacific,  he  may  depend  on  the 
good  will  of  a  nation,  whofe  profperity  cannot 
pc  ipdifierent  to  his  majefty^  aad  to  wliom  his 
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majeily  wiflies  to  give  real  proofs  of  his  afie^kion 
and  good  wiflies." 
Berlin,  Jan.^,  ^793^ 

The  Pruffian  troops  entered  Thorn  on  the  24th 
of  January ;  D^ntzic  foon  after  became  com- 
pletely a  Pruffian  town^j  J^nd  a  Gazette  of  the 
day  gives  us  the  following  ftatement :  A  garrifbn 
pf  2700  men  are  quartered  upon  the  inhabitants ; 
^  commiffary  is  arrived  to  regulate  our  imports, 
duties,  excifc,  &c,;  the  old  municipal  govern- 
ment ftill  remains  ;  but  that  alfo  muft  foon  give 
place  to  another  arrangement.  Some  indivi- 
duals among  our  cjiief  citizens  have  left  the  town, 
and  gone  to  fettle  at  Hamburgh  and  other  places, 
not  choofing  to  live  under  a  military  government. 
The  comfortable  fide  of  our  profpec^  is  an  incrcafe 
of  trade,  and  of  the  means  of  fubfiftence  to  the 
poor  claflcs  of  the  people,  who  have  for  many- 
years  pair  fufFcrcd  grievoufly  from  tlic  confer 
quences  of  the  oppreffive  condu6l  of  our  neigh- 
bours, and  the  gradual  decay  of  our  trade. 
Dantzic  has  loft  one  fifth  of  its  inhabitants  from 
thefe  caufes  in  the  laft:  ten  years.  The  prefent 
acquifitions  made  by  Pruflia,  though  vafl:ly  infe- 
rior to'  what  Ruffia  gains,  are  indeed  very  impor- 
-tant:  they  contain  above  1061  fquare  German 
miles,  above  5000  Englifh  miles  fquare;  262 
towns  or  cities,  8274  villages,  and  1,136,380 
fouls.  ' 

On  the  3d  of  February  1793  was  iffuedthc 
following 

Trotejl  of  the  Serene  Confederated  Republic  of  Poland 
againfi  the  violent  entrance  of  the  Prujfum  Troops 
into  its  territories. 

"  Favourable  events  or  great  misfortunes  have,  in 
^iirns,  raifed  Poland  toan     eminent  degree   of 
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^lendour,  or  plunged  it  into  a  ftate  of  weak- 
nefs  and  oppreffion  ;  but  amidft  thefe  changes  of 
oppoiite  circumftances,  unfhaken  conAancy  has 
always  proved  the  elevation  of  it$  national  cba- 
fader.  • 

*^  The  fhort  interval  of  the  four  laft  years  has 
feen  obfcured  this  afpecl,  honourable  for  the  nation. 
The  diet  of  1788  aflembled  at  a.n  epoch  which, 
by  a  fortunate  concurrence  0/  circumflanccs, 
prefented  to  Poland  both  the  hopes  and  ^leans  of 
lecuring  the  bafis  of  its  republican  government, 
became  to  it  a  fource  of  evils,  aggravated  by  their 
contraft  with  its  vanifhed  hopes.  SeducHon  mif- 
led  confident  patriotilin,  and  diftorted  its  pure 
and  beneficent  views. 

"The  revolution  of  the  3d  of  May  1791,  plan- 
ned and  effefted  without  the  fupport  of  the  na* 
tional  will,  without  the  concurrence  of  its  neigh-* 
hours,  by  transforming  a  republic  into  a  monar- 
chy, made  defpotifm  prevail  within  it,  together 
with  the  dread  of  external  florms,  excited  by  the 
difcontent  of  neighbouring  courts. 

^^  A  conftitution  which  infringed  the  antient  pre-p 
TOgatives  of  citiaens,  demented  with  the  blood  of 
their  anceftors,  and  incompatible  with  the  poli- 
tical convenience  of  the  powers  wl^o  furround  us, 
was  deftitute  of  the  bafis  neceflary  to  give  it  foU- 
dity, 

*^  Faithful  to  our  engagements,  her  majefiy  the 
emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias,  that  auguft  ally  of  Po^ 
land,  and  the  guarantee  of  its  government,  deign- 
ed to  offer  to^the  nation,  in  the  generous  aflift- 
ance  of  ber  power,  a  flattering  profpeft  of  the 
re-efiablifhment  of  its  liberties,  its  independence, 
its  fovereignty,  and  its  integrity. 

"  Virtuous  citizens,  determined-to  prefer  death  to 
(lavCTy,  did  ijot  hefitate  to  adhere  to  views  fo 
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conibling  to  their  country,  while  others,  retiriiig 
from  their  homes,  and  3nielding  to  circumftanoes, 
waited  only  for  that  &vourable  moment  which 
every  thing  ieemed  to  prefage  to  them.  The  de- 
claration of  the  court  of  Peterfturgh  fecured  to 
the  Poles  their  republic,  a  free  government,  na- 
tional independence,  and  the  integrity  of  thdr  do- 
mains. Peace  and  liberty  preceded  the  banners 
of  the  Rufliian  troops,  who  entered  the  territories 
of  the  republic  as  friends  and  auxiliaries.  The 
abufive  employnaent,  however,  of  the  national 
forces,  in  oppofing  an  imprudent  reiiflance,  (bon 
filled  every  virtuous  citizen  with  grief,,  on  feeing 
the  bipod  pf  his  brethren  lavilhcd  without  reflec-r 
tion. 

^^  The  reign,  however,  of  error  and  diibrder  fbon 
dilappeared,  fentiments  of  fraternity  brought  to« 
gether  every  heart.  The  king,  the  army,  and 
the  whole  nation  adhered  to  the  band  of  cctfifede* 
I'ation  formed  at  Targowic^  on  the  14th  of  May 
1792.  Trouble  and  conflemation  then  gave 
place  to  emotions  of  hppe  and  joy.  The  oilm 
ye-eftablifhed  at  home— the  fupport  of  fordgn 
affiftancc — confidence  founded  on  the  juftioe  of 
the  caufe,  and  on  the  good  dtfppiiticm  of  our 
neighbours,  all  concurred  to  baniih  uneafineis, 
The  national  character  exclu^d  every  idea  of 
perlecution.  The  perfons  and  property,  thete? 
fore,  pf  individuals  moft  diflinguiihed  by  iheix 
oppofitio;i  to  the  falutary  views  of  the  confedd^ 
ration  were  refpedted — Ruilian  troops  cantoned 
in  the  different  provinces  every  where  obfervcd 
^ri6t  difcipline ;  and  if  fome  citizeqs  now  an^ 
{hen  experienced  adls  pf  pppreflipn,  theic  lingle 
injuries,  from  which  people  are  not  entirely  finee 
pn  the  part  of  national  troop,  even  in  the  time 
of  peace,  yrere  the  wojk  pnly  ^f  ipme  fubaltern 
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coflimandars^    and   were  tedreifed  as  iboQ  av 
known. 

^^  The  confederation  already  imagined  that  it  was 
labout  to  accompliih  its  end  ;  its  labonrs  tending 
to  regenerate  the  republican  gOYernment,  were 
already  about  to  fecure  the  liberty  of  the  citizen^ 
and  to  ei]tablifh  friendihip  and  good  underftand^ 
ing  between  it  and  neighbouring  Hates  ;  already 
had  the  republic  arrived  at  the  period  when  it 
was  about  to  eojoy  in  the  bofom  of  peace  the 
fruits  of  the  a6live  zeal  of  citizens,  who  had  the 
courage  to  feize  the  hdm  of  9$airs  at  (6  difficult 
a  crifis. 

•  **The  purity  of  their  intentions  unveiled,  dif- 
p^rfed  the  clouds  of  priejudice^  and  the  nation 
waited  with  confidence  for  the  refult  of  labour^ 
undertaken  for  the  public  happinefs. 

^^  Such  was.the  fiate  of  things  in  Poland  when 
the  declaration  of  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia 
froze  every  heart  with  terror  and  furprife.  The 
n^otives  alfigned  for  the  entrance  of  the  Pruffian 
tiDops  into  the  territories  of  the  republic,  could 
not  fail  to  give  rife  to  uneafy  fufpicions  in  the 
minds  of  jthe  Poles,  whpfe  charadlcr  is  as  loyal 
as  their  conduA  is  open. 

**  Alarmed  by  the  pretended  progrefs  of  democra- 
cy in  Poland,  and  ftill  more  by  the  rife  of  clubs 
defiined  ip  propagate  it,  *  The  king  of  Pruffia/ 
fays  the  declaration^  *  when  about  to  open  a  fe- 
cpnd  campaign,  thought  it  would  not  be  proper 
to  leave  behind  him  an  enemy  from  whom  he  had 
every  thing  to  fear.  He  confequently  confidered 
it  as  an  indifpenfable  precaution  to  caufe  a  part 
of  his  troops  to  enter  the  territories  of  the  repuli* 
lie/ 

^^  A  continued  correijpondence  between  the  mili- 
tary commanders^  the  palatinal  confederations, 
a  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4^8  HISTORY    OP   POLAND.' 

the  civil  magiftrates,  and  the  general  confedera-r 
^  tion,  having  enabled  the  latter  to  aflure  itlelf^ 
that  perfe6l  tranquillity  prevailed  from  one  end  of 
the  kingdom  to  the  other,  all  extraordinary  mea- 
fures  of  precaution  have  hitherto  appeared  ,to  it 
fbperfluous.     On  feeing  the  declaration  of  his 
Pruflian    majefty,     the    general    confederation, 
though  aftonilhed  only  at  the  affertions  therein 
announced,  arfd  no  ways  convinced  of  the  reality 
of  their  objedl,  difcharged  in  cyery  reipecQ:  what 
it  thought  due  to  a  neighbour,  a  niend,  and  an 
ally.     It  declared  in  its  anfwcr,  that  no  fymptoms 
of  difturbance  appeared  in  the  country  ;  that  all 
revolutionary   clubs  were  prolcribed;    and,    in 
fliort,   that  the  public  force,  lupported  by  the 
prefence  of  the  Ruffian  troops,  was  more  than 
fufficient  to  fupprefs  all  commotions.     It  there^ 
fore  demanded,'  that  his  Pruffian  majefty  would 
revoke  the  orders  he  had  given  for  a  body  of  hia 
troops  to  enter  the  territories  of  the  republic.     In. 
confequence  of  this  anfwer,  the  general  eonfede-. 
ration,  in  deference  rather  to  the  unealinefs  mani-> 
feftedby  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia,  than  to 
the  exiftence  of  any  neeeffity,  fent  ftrift  orders 
*  to  eveiy  body  of  troops  to  hold  themfelves  al- 
ways in  rcadinefs  to  march,  wherever  the  finalleft 
ij^mptom  of  ferment  might  require  their  prefence, 
"  Thcfe  fteps  being  taken,  the  general  confede- 
ratipn  and  the  whole  nation  entertained  no  doubt 
that  his  Pruffian  ;najefty,  affijred  by  fo  many  irio- 
tives,  would  order  the  march  of  his  troops  to  be 
flopped.      This  deference  fecmed   as  confiftent. 
\vitli  the  laws  of  good  neighbourhood,  as  with 
tlie  dignity  of  a  free  nation. 

"  Notwithftanding,  however,  thefe  folemn  aC- 
furances,  and  notwithftanding  the  evidence  of 
the  fa<9ts  allcdged  in  fupport  of  thprn^  the  Pnrf- 
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fian  army  advanced,  and  one  of  its  detachments- 
appeared  under  the  walls  of  Thorn.  Its  inhabi- 
.tants,  faithful  to  their  duty,  having  refufed  en- 
trance to  the  Pruffian  troops,  experienced  an 
open  attack.  Cannons  were  planted  againll  it ; 
the  gates  were  broken  open,  the  municipal  guard 
were  diflodged  from  their  poft;  a  defencelelk 
city  exhibited  the  IpeAacle  of  a  place  taken  by 
aiTault,  and  the  Pruffian  regiments  eniered  it, 
making  the  air  refound  with  fhouts  of  joy.  There 
were  no  foldiers  of  the  republic  in  it  to  make  re- 
finance; the  city  depended  for  fecurity  on  pub- 
lic- faith,  and  that  was  viojated.  At  the  fame 
epoch  different  Polifh  detachments,  difperfed 
throughout  Great  Poland,  were  attacked  and 
driven  from  their  pofts  by  fuperior  forces. 

"  Confiding  in  folemn  engagements,  and  in  the* 
faith  of  treaties>  we  could  never  injagine  that  we 
had  occafion  to  apprehend  a  furprife  or  open  vio- 
lence, where  every  thin^  ought  to  have  aflured  to 
us,  that  we  Ihould  fina  only  friendfhip  and  af- 
fiilancc.  The  few  troops  therefore  cantoned  on 
thefe  frontiers,  being  deflined  only  to  watch  over 
the  internal  tranquillity,  infiead  of  being  armed 
for  war,  were  even  unprovided  with  cannon. 

^*  The  high  idea  which  we  have  formed  of  the 
juftice  and  magnanimity  of  his  raajefty  the  king 
of  Pruffia,  increafes  our  hopes,  that  that  prince, 
enlightened  by  our  anfwer,  will  fjop  the  confe- 
quences  of  his  firft  rcfolution,  and  that,  inftead 
of  wifliing,to  give  fupport  to  a  violation  already 
made  in  the  Polifii  territories,  he'  will  rather  en- 
deavx3ur  to  convince  the  nation  of  his  conftant 
good  will,  by  caufing  his  troops  to  evacuate  the 
domains  of  the  republic.  Refiing  on  the  good- 
nefs  of  our  caufe,  we  have  not  to  fear  any  kind 
©f  pretenfious  injurious  to  any  part  of  the  States^ 

of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


43d  ftisfo'Rir  01^  fotAitb: 

of  the  republic,  guaranteed  by  fo  many  (rca:^# 
and  particularly  by  that  of  1775,  which  binds  his 
Pruflian  maje(^,  as  it  does  the  two  other  neigh-^ 
lK>uring  courts. 

^  Faithful  therefore  to  oiir  oath^  faithful  in  oof 
attachment  to  the  ancient  prerogatives  of  our  an-^ 
•  celtors,  and  faithful  to  our  Vocation,  we  proteit 
tn  the  moft  folemn  manner,  in  the  fedc  of  the 
univerie,  againft  all  ufurpation  of  the  fmalleft 
part  of  the  ftates  of  the  republic.  We  openly 
declare  that  we  enter  into  nothing,  nor  in  any 
mannef  into  any  concern  whatever,  which  may 
tend  to  difinember  any  part  of  the  Polifh  do- 
mains ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  we  are  ready 
to  facrifice  even  the  laft  drop  of  our  blood  in 
defence  of  our  liberty  and  integrity,  In  ihort, 
we  hope  that  the  two  imperial  covirts  conne<Sted 
by  their  guarantee,  and  tliat  even  all  powers,  in 
confequence  of  the  reciprocity  of  national  inte- 
refts,  will  not  behold  with  an  eye  of  indiffer- 
ence a  manifeil  violation  of  the  right  o(  nations> 
violent  attempts  made  againfl  the  tranquillity  of 
a  neighbouring  and  friendly  fiate,  and  the  open 
invalion  of  its  domains.  We  expedl,  above  all, 
that  the  auguft  fovercign  in  whom  we  have 
placed  all  our  confidence,  and  who,  in  the  face 
of  Europe,  has  vowed  to  us  good  will,  will  not 
fuffer  the  Q)lendour  of  her  renown  to  be  obicur* 
cd,  and  will  rather  think  it  becoming  the  magna- 
nimity  of  her  foul  to  add  to  the  multitude  of  me- 
morable a6ls  which  have  immortalized  her,  one 
too  Icfs  glorious,  that  of  llretching  out,  at  this 
critical  period,  the  hand  of  affiflautice  to  a  free 
nation,  worthy  in  every  refped  to  excite  general 
interefl. 

**  In  thus  manifefting  the  purity  of  our  inten- 
tions we  declare^  in  fhort,  that  our  efforts  are 
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atiimaied  by  no  other  views  than  thoie  of  tranf- 
mitting  to  our  poflerity,  the  free,  independent^ 
and  well-organized  republic ;  and  that  we  will 
cither  preferve  entire  this  republic,  which  wc 
have  regenerated,  or  that  not  one  of  us  will  Sur- 
vive its  deftru6lion. 

Done  at  Grodno  in  the  fitting  of  the  general 
confederation  of  the  two  nations,  3d  Fe-- 
bruary  1793. 

(L.  S.)     Signed  by 

Stanislaus  Felix  Potocki, 
Grand  Mafter  of  Artillery,  and  Marihal  of  ^ 
the  General  Confederation  of  the  Crown. 
Alexander  Prince  Sapieha^ 
Grand  Chancellor  of  Lithuania,  and  Mar- 
ihal of  the  General  Confederation  of  that 
Duchy. 
And  by  a  great  number  of  the  Counfellors  of 
the  Confederation,  and  of  other  citizens." 

The  hiftory  of  Poland  at  this  time  can  in  no 
way  be  fo  faithfully  related  as  by  the  produftion 
of  authentic  ftate  papers ;  and  thefe  become  now 
fo  frequent,  and,  generally  fpeaking,  are  fo  con- 
ncdted  witli  each  other,  as  to  require  little  illuf- 
tration  from  the  author's  pen.  Befide,  in  pro- 
ducing thcle  genuine  documents,  and  fuppreffing 
any  animadverfions  of  his  own,  he  pays,  as  he 
means  to  j)ay,  due  refpe<ft  to  the  judgment  and 
diicrimination  of  the  reader. 

No  fooner  had  the  troops  of  Pruflia  entered 
Dantzic  in  a  hoftile  manner  than  its  generous  and 
faithful  monarch  iflued  the  following  manifefla 
and  declaration  to  that  city : 

*^  The  fame  motives  which  induced  his  majefly 
the  king  of  Pruflia  to  order  a  corps  of  his  troops 
to  enter  a  difiridt  of  Great  Poland^  put  his  ma- 
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jefly  alfo  under  the  neceflity  of  making  fure  of 
the  city  of  Dantzic  and  its  dependencies. 

''  Forbearing  to  mention  the  very  unamicaUe 
difpofitions  which  this  city  has  for  many  years 
evinced  againft  Pruflia,  it  has  now  become  the 
feat  of  an  audacious  fe&y  which  proceeds  from 
tranfgreffion  to  tranfgreflion,  and  fceks  to  propa- 
gate tlicm  by  the  polluted  fervices  of  its  votariea 
and  accomplices. 

"  One  of  thofe  villains  has  met  with  an  open  re- 
ception at  Daqtzic  itfelf,  after  having  laboured 
in  vain  to  circulate  the  venom  of  its  doctrine  in 
tlie  bofom  of  a  happy  and  loyal  natiqn,  and  he 
could  not  be  wrefled  from  the  hands  of  his  pro- 
teftors  but  by  dint  of  remonftranccs, 

"  1'his  recent  example5  other  frequent  abules  of 
a  liberty .  ill-underftood,  the  clofe  conne<ftions 
which  the  rebek  in  France  and  Poland  keep  up 
with  a  party,  which  by  the  boldnefs  of  its  prin- 
ciples predominates  over  the  plurality  of  well- 
dilpofed  citizens  t  and  laftly,  the  facility  with 
which  the  common  enemy  procures  to  liimielf^ 
by  means  of  Iiis  adherents  at  Dantzic,  all  kinds 
of  provifions,  and  efpecially  corn ;  thcfe  are 
fo  many  objefts  which  ought  to  have  drawn  the 
king*s  notice  to  this  city,  and  to  have  induced 
liim  to  keep  it  within  its  proper  bounds,  and  to 
take  care  of  the  fafety  and  tranquillity  of  the 
•neighbouring  provinces  of  Pruflia. 

"  To  this  end  his  Pruflian  majcfty,  after  having 
Agreed  with  other  powers  interefted  in  this,  has . 
charged  his  lieutenant-general  M.  de  Raumez  to 
take  poflclTion  of  the  city  of  Dantzic  and  its  de- 
pendencies, with  a  fuflicient  body  of  troops,  with 
a  view  of  prelcrving  there  good  order,  and  public 
tranquillity. 
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'^  It  only  refts  with  the  inhabitants  to  gain  the 
king's  good  will,  by  a  quiet  and  prudent  condud, 
in  receiving  and  treating  his  majefty's  troops  in  a 
friendly  manner,  and  granting  them  neceflary 
fuccour  and  affiftance. 

^*  The*  general  and  commandant  will  not  be 
remifs  on  bis  own  part  to  obferve  the  moft  rigo- 
rous dilcipline,  and  to  grant  his  protection  to  all 
thofe  who  in  this  cafe  may  require  it. 

"  Whereas  thefe  are  the  ientiments  of  his 
Pruffian  majefly,  the  king  flatters  hitnfelf  that 
the  magiftrates  of  Dantzick  will  not  hefitate  to 
accede  to  them,  and  to  fecond  in  this  manner  the 
ialutary  views,  of  which  they  will  be  the  firft  to 
feel  the  efiefls." 

Done  at  Berlin,  Feb.  24^  1793. 

The  further  partition  of  this  unhappy  country 
was  now  faft  approaching :  the  four  fubfequent 
papers  furnifh  a  pretty  ample  account  of  that 
tranfadlion  :  in  the  former,  the  Emperor,  who, 
no  doubt,  had  good  reafons  for  forbearance, 
prepared  the  way  by  an  abfolute  injundion  to 
the  Poles  within  his  own  dominions  to  view 
with  perfeft  non  refiftance  the  approaching  fate 
of  their  native  land.  The  other  three  are  filled 
with  ihrewd  political  pretences,  all  ferving  to 
verify  an  adage  too  well  known  to  need  men* 
tion. 

Declaration  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany. 

"  Francis  11. .  by  the  Grace  of  God,  &c. 

^^  Although  we  do  not  interfere  in  the  domef- 

tic  concerns  of  Poland,  nor  deem  it  neceifary  to 

give  any  dire6t  precepts  on  that  head  to  our  Gal- 

lician  fubjecls,  yet  fince  the  kmg  and  republic  of 

F  f  Poland 
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Pc^andTlmTe  fi>lemnly  declared  themielvcs  in  fi^ 
rout  of  the  maintenance  of  the  former  relations 
gutranteed  by  the  imperial  court  of  Ruffia  in  al* 
Sance  with  us,  ftill  we  are  bound  by  a  nei^i- 
hourly  and  friendly  regard  to  fee  that  no  con- 
eerted  meafures  or  counter  c^peratioHs  againft 
thofe  lawful  relations,  in  our  hereditaFy  domi- 
nions, fliould  be  tolerated* 

<^  We  do  therefore  put  our  moil  gracious  con* 
fidence  in  the.  docility  and  Ipve  of  order  and 
peace  which  we  have  always  perceived  with  jriea^ 
£ire  in  our  Gallician  fvibyoQiSf  that  they  will  to- 
tally forbear  participating  in  any  projects  or  ef-* 
4ovU  to  create  new  ehangea  or  fermentations  in 
Poland. 

, "  We  cxped,  ia  the  feme  mamier,  on  the 
part  of  thofe  iiibjedis  who  relide  in  our  domi- 
niona,  that  by  a  iimilar  tranquil  condQ&  th^ 
^11  render  themfelres  worthy  of  the  protedlion 
&ey  enjoy,  fiutfhonid,  againft  all  e^qpediation, 
any  Poism  fobjedt  dare  to  countera^  in  our  do-^ 
minions,  the  prelbnt  operations  in  Polaiyt  by  me- 
diation of  the  imperial  court  of  Ruffia,  we  do 
hereby  declare^  that  in  cafe  of  inch  a  participa* 
tion  in  defigns  againft  the  republic  of  P^and  be* 
ing  difcovered,  all  reftdencc  and  abode  in  all 
our  heredttarr  dominions  fhall  bo  refuied  them ; 
and  we  do  fitfther  ordain  to  all  our  govemmenta 
and  public  offices,  to  eicert  the  niofi  careful  and 
moft  rigorous  vigilance^  that  our  ientiments  for 
the  maintenance  of  public  tranquillity  ihiis 
openly  declared  by  thefe  our  commands^  be  by 
every  one,  without  exception^  duly  ob&rved  and 
attended  to.** 

,  Given  at  Vienna^  Feb.  14,  1793. 
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Ukafi  (or  Manijejio)  of  Her  Imperial  Majefiy  tbt 
Emprefs  of  RuJJia^  rektivi  to  the  Partition  of  Po^ 
land. 

*' By  her  imperial  majeftv,  my  moft  gracious 
ibvereigni  I  Michael  KjechetoicofF,  general  in 
chief,  lenator,  general  governor  of  Tula,  Kaloea, 
and  the  countries  newly  annexed  from  the  Polifk 
republic  to  the  Ruffian  empire,  commander  of  all 
iJic  armies  there,  and  in  the  three  goyemmcnts  of 
Little  Rullia,  in  the  place  of  governor  general  of 
thofe  three  governments,  infpecftor  of  the  armies^ 
knight  of  the  order  of  St.  Andrew,  St.  Alexan=- 
der  Newlky,  St.  Vladencr,  of  the  firft  clafi, 
the  Polifh  White  Eagle,  and  St.  Staniflaus,  and 
the  Holftein  order  of  St.  Anne,  hereby  make 
known  the  fupreme  will  and  command  of  my 
moft  gracious  foyereign  her  imperial  majefiy  of 
all  the  Ruffias  to  all  the  inhabitants  in  general^ 
and  to  every  one  in  particular,  of  whatever  rank 
or  denomination,  of  the  countries  and  places 
now  united  for  ever  to  the  Ruffian  empire  from 
the  Polifh  republic. 

"  The  fharc  her  imperfal  maiefty  has  hitherto 
taken  in  the  afikirs  of  Poland,  has  always  been 
tending  in  the  moft  direft  and  fundamental  man- 
ner to  the  interefts  of  both  empires.  It  KjIs  not 
only  been  unfuccefsfiil,  but  proved  a  fruitlefi 
burthen;  and  her  endeavours  to  maintain  peaces 
quiet,  and  freedom  amongft  het  neighboun,  have 
hccn  attended  with  innumerable  lolfes. 

"  Thirty  years  experience  have  fhewn  this  in 
the  numerous  quarrels  and  eternal  difputes 
atnon^  themfelves,  which  have  torn  the  Poliflx 
republic.  Her  imperial  majefiy  has  viewed  their 
ftifFerings  in  the  towns  and  cities  bordering  on 
bet  empire  with  great  grief^  con^ering  them  ad 
.     Ft  2  dcfccndcd 
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^efccndcd  from  the  fame  race,  ^nd  profcffing  the 
Holy  Chriftian  religion. 

"At  prcfent  even  fome  unworthy  Poles,  ene- 
mies to  their  country,  have  not  been  afhamed  ta 
approve  the  government  of  the  ungodly  rebels  in 
the  kingdom  of  France,  and  to  requefl  their  af- 
iiftance  to  involve  their  country  alfo  in  bloody 
civil  wars. 

**  The  true  Chriftian  religion,  and  the  very 
well  being  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  abovemen- 
tioned  countries,  would  fufFer  from  the  introduc- 
tion of  fuch  detcftable  dodtrines,  which  tend  to 
annihilate  all  the  political  and  focial  bonds  of  fo- 
ciety,  to  overthrow  all  fafety,  property,  and  prof- 
perity.  Thefe  enemies  of  peace  and  quiet,  fol- 
lowing the  deteftable  plan  of  the  mob  of  rebels 
in  France,  propagate  their  dodhrines  throughout 
Poland  to  the  utmofl:  of  their  power,  which 
would  deftroy  for  ever  their  own  and  neighbours* 
happinefs. 

"  From  thefe  confiderations,  her  imperial  ma- 
jefty,  my  moft  gracious  miflrefe,  as  well  to  in- 
demnify herfelf  for  her  many  lofles,  as  for  the 
future  fafety  of  her  empire  and  the  Polifli  domi- 
nions, and  for  the  cutting  off  at  once,  for  ever, 
all  future  diAurbances  and  frequent  changes  of 
government,  has  been  pleaied  now  to  take  under 
her  fway,  and  to  unite  for  ever  to  iier  empire, 
the  following  trafts  of  land,  with  all  their  in- 
habitants, namely,  a  line  beginning  at  the  vil- 
lage of  Dray,  an  the  left  bank  of  the  river 
Dwina,  at  the  comer  of  the  border  of  Semigallia; 
from  thence  extending  to  Neroch  and  Dufarova, 
and  following  the  border  of  the  woiwodfliip  of 
Vilna  to  Stolptla,  to  Nefvij,  and  then  to  Pii^ ; 
from  thence  paffing  Kunifli,  between  Viflcero  and 
Novogreble,  aep'the  frontier  of  Gallicia;  from 
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fhencc  to  the  river  Dneiller,  andlaftly,  running 
along  the  river  till  it  enters  the  old  border  of 
Ruma  and  Poland  at  Jegcrtic ;  in  fuch  manner, 
that  all  the  cities,  lands,  and  countries,  lying  with- 
in this  line  of  demarcation,  the  new  border  of 
Ruffia  and  Poland,  Ihall  from  henceforward  for 
ever  come  under  the  fceptrc  of  the  Ruffian  em-  • 
pire,  and  the  inhabitants  and  pofleffors,  of  all 
ranks  whatever,  be  fubjecfts  thereof. 

"  Therefore,  I  being  appointed  by  her  imperial 
majeily,  governor  general  of  thefe  countries,  by 
her  fupreme  order,  have  to  aflure,  in  her  facred 
name,  and  in  her  own  words,  as  by  this  mani- 
feffro  I  make  known  to  every  body,  and  declare  I 
will  fulfil,  to  all  her  imperial  majefty's  new  fub- 
je(5ls,  and  now  my  beloved  countrymen,  that  her 
moil  gracious  majefty  is  pleafed,  not  only  to  con- 
firm and  infure  to  all  the  free  and  pu^blic  exercife 
of  their  religion,  and  full  fecurity  of  property 
and  pofleffion,  but  to  unite  and  affiliate  them 
under  her  government,  for  the  fame  and  glory  of 
the  whole  Kuffian  empre,  an  example  of  which 
is  to  be  feen  in  her  faithful  fubjedls  the  inhabi- 
tants of  White  Ruffia,  now  living  in  full  peace 
and  plenty  under  her  wife  and  gracious  dominion. 
Further,  that  all  and  every  one  of  them  ihall  en- 
joy all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  her  old  fub- 
jedls,  and  that  from  this  day  every  denomination 
of  the  inhabitants  enters  on  the  full  participation 
pf  thefe  benejfits  through  the  whole  extent  of  the 
Ruffian  empire. 

**  Her  imperial  majefly  expedts  from  the  grati- 
tude of  her  new  lubje6ls,  that  they,  being  placed 
by  her  bounty  on  an  equality  with  Ruffians,  fliall, 
in  return,  transfer  their  love  of  their  former  coun- 
try to  the  new  one,  and  live  in  future  attached  to- 
fo  great  and  generous  an  emprefe. 

Ff3  « I,  therefore. 
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*^  I,  therefore,  now  inform  every  perfon  fixMn 
the  highefl:  to  the  loweft,  that,  within  one  months 
they  mufl  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  before  the 
witnefles  whom  I  ihall  appoint  ;  and  if  any  of 
the  gentlemen,  or  other  ranks,  poiTef&ng  real  or 
immoveable  propert}^  regardlcfs  of  their  own  in- 
tereft,  Ihall  rerafe  to  take  the  oath  prefcribed, 
three  months  are  allowed  for  the  fale  of  their  im- 
moveables, and  their  free  departure  over  the  bor- 
ders ;  after  the  expiration  Of  which  term,  all  their 
remaining  property  fhall  be  cohiifcated  to  the 
crown. 

**  Clergy  both  Wgh  and  low,  as  paftors  of  their 
iiocks,  are  expefted  to  fct  the  example  in  taking 
the  oath  ;  and  in  the  daily  fervice  in  their  churches, 
they  mu^  pray  for  her  imperial  majefly,  for  her 
fucccflbr  the  great  duke  Paul  Petrovitz,  and  for 
all  the  imperial  family,  according  to  the  formula 
which  ihall  be  given  them. 

"  In  the  abovementioncd  folemn  affurance  con- 
cerning the  free  cxercife  of  religion  and  undif- 
turbed  pofleffion  of  property,  it  is  underftood- 
that  the  Jews  living  in  thefe  countries  united  to 
the  Ruffian  empire,  *fhall  remain  on  tlie  former 
footing,  prote(!^cd  in  their  religion  and  property  : 
for  her  majefty's  humanity  will  not  permit  them 
alone  to  be  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  her 
kindnefs  ui>der  the  proteflion  of  God,  fo  long  as 
tbey  continue  to  live  in  peace,  and  purfue  their 
trades  as  handicrafts  like  true  and  faithful  fubje6ts. 
Law  and  juflice  fhall  be  adrainiftcred,  in  tlic 
4:}ame  of  her  imperial  majefly,  in  the  proper 
places,  with  the  utmoft  ftricftnefs  and  equity. 

*^  I  have  further  thought  it  needfiil  to  add,  by 
order  of  her  imperial  majefly,  that  the  troops 
ihall,  as  in  their  Own  country,  be  under  the 
itri6left  difcipHne ;  their  taking  pofleffion  there- 
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fore  of  ihe  various  places^  and  changing  the  go« 
veminent,  ihall  not  in  the  leafi  sdter  the  courfe  of 
trade  or  living  :  for  the  increafe  of  the  happinefs 
of  the  inhabitants  in  all  parts  is  the  intention  of 
her  imperial  majefiy. 

^^^  This  manifeflo  ihali  be  read  in  ail  the 
churches  on  Ae  a  7th  of  the  prelfent  month  of 
March,  regiflered  in  all  the  municipal  books,  and 
fixed  up  in  proper  places,  for  the  general  infor- 
mation ;  and  that  full  faith  may  be  given  to  it,  I 
have,  in  confoqueiKe  of  the  powers  intruded  to 
me,  ligned  it  with  my  hand,  and  affixed  the  feal 
of  my  arms,  at  the  head  quarters  of  the  army  un- 
der my  command  at  Pblona. 

(Signed) 

Michael  KascsETHicoPF*** 

Pruffian  Declaration. 

«  We,  Frederic  William,  by  the  Grace  of  God, 
King  of  Fruilia,  &c. 

"  Make  known  by  thefe  prefents  to  the  relpec-^ 
tive  ftates,  bifliops,  abbots,  prelates,  woiwodes, 
caiile-keepers,  fiaro&s,  chamberlains,  and  coun* 
try  judges ;  the  knighthood,  vaffals,  and  nobles, 
the  magiih-ates  and  inhabitants  of  the  cities,  the 
countrymen,  and  all  the  remainder  of  the  ipiri* 
tnal  and  fecttlar  inhabitants  of  the  woiwodfhipg 
ijf  Pofen,  Gnefen,  Kalifli,  Siradia,  the  city  and 
monafteiy  of  Czcntodiowa,  the  province  of 
Wielun ;  the  woiwodftiip  of  lientfchitz,  the  pro- 
vince of  Cujavia,  the  province  of  Dobriyn,  the 
woiwodihips  pf  Rawa  and  Plotzk,  &c.  in  the 
circle  of  the  boundaries,,  as  likewife  the  cities  of 
Dantzic  and  Thorn,  hitherto  in  the  poileflion  of 
the  crown  of  Poland,  our  graciooi  will,  royal 
Ff  4  graccj^ 
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grace,   and  all  forts  of  good,   and  give  them  the 
following  moft  gracious  notice : 

"  It  is  univerfally  known  that  the  PoUlh  na- 
tion never  ceafed  to  afford  to  the  neighbouring 
powers,  and  chiefly  to  the  Pruffian  ftate,  frequent 
reafons  of  juft  cfifcontentment.  Not  fatisfied 
(contrary  to  all  rules  of  a  good  neighbourhood) 
with  hurting  the  Pruflian  territory,  by  frequent 
invafions,  with  molefting  and  ill  ufing  the  fub- 
jefls  on  this  lide  the  frontiers,  and  with  almofl 
continually  refuling  them  juft  ice  and  lawful  fa- 
tisfadlion;  this  nation  have,  bclides,  always 
bulled*  themfelves  with  pernicious  plans,  which 
jnuft  needs  attraft  the  attention  of  the  neighbour- 
ing powers.  Thefe  are  matters  of  fa6l  which 
could  not  efca})e  the  eye  of  an  attentive  obferver 
of  the  late  occurrences  in  Poland :  but  wliat 
chiefly  excited  the  ferious  confideration  of  the 
neighbouring  powers,  is  the  fpirit  of  rebellion 
cpntinually  increafing  in  Poland,  and  the  vifible 
influence  which  was  obtained  by  thofe  abomi- 
nable  exertions,  by  which  all  civil,  political,  and 
Veligious  ties,  would  have  been  diflblved,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  Poland  expofed  to  all  the  tre.- 
mendous  confequenccs  of  anarchy,  and  plunged 
into  miferies  the  end  of  which  could  not  be  feen, 
.  *^  If  in  every  country  the  adoption  and  fpread* 
ing  out  of  fuch  dtfl:ru6live  principles  is  always 
attended  with  the  lofs  of  the  tranquillity  and 
happinefs  o.f  its  inhabitants,  its  deftruftivc  con- 
fequenccs are  chiefly,  and  the  more  to  be  dread- 
ed in  a  country  like  Poland,  flnce  this  nation 
have  always  diftinguiihed  thcmfelves  by  diftur- 
bances  and  party  fpirit,  and  are  powerful  enough  of 
.  themfelves  to  btconie  dangerous  to  th^ir  neighbours  by 
thefe  difturb^nc^. 
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*^  It  would  certainly  znilitate  againfl:  the  firll 
rules  of  a  found  policy,  as  well  as  the  duties  in- 
cumbent on  us  for  the  prefervation  of  tranquillity 
in  our  ftatc,  if,  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  things  in  a 
neighbouring  great  kingdom,  we  remained  inac- 
tive fpe<5tators,  and  Ihould  wait  for  the  period, 
when  the  f^6k\on  feel  themfelves  ilrong  enough 
to  appear  in  public ;  by  which  our  own  neigh- 
bouring provinces  would  be  expofed  to  feveral 
dangers,  by  the  confequences  of  the  anarchy  on 
our  frontiers. 

"  We  have  therefore,  in  conjun6lion  with  her 
majefty  the  empreft  of  RuiHa,  and  with  the  aC- 
fent  of  his  majefty  the  Roman  emperor,  acknow- 
ledged, that  the  fafety  of  our  ftates  did  require  to 
fct  to  the  republic  of  Poland  fuch  boundaries 
which  are  more  compatible  with  her  interior 
ftrength  and  lituation,  and  to  facilitate  to  her  the 
means  of  procuring,  without  prejudice  of  her 
liberty,  a  well-ordained,  folid,  and  adive  form 
of  government,  of  maintaining  hcrfelf  in  the  un^ 
difturbed  enjoyment  of  the  fame,  and  preventing 
by  thefe  means  the  difturbances  which  have  fo 
often  Ihaken  her  own  tranquillity,  and  endanger- 
ed the  fafety  of  her  neighbours. 

*Mn  order  to  attain  this  end,  and  to  prefervc 
the  republic  of  Poland  from  the  dreadful  confe- 
quences which  muft  be  the  refult  of  her  internal 
divilions,  and  to  refcue  her  from  her  utter  ruin, 
but  chiefly  to  withdraw  her  inhabitants  from  the 
horrors  of  the  deftrudlive  doctrines  which  they 
arc  bent  to  follow;  there  is,  according  to  our 
thorough  perfualion,  to  which  alfo  her  majefty 
the  cmprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias  accedes  in  the  moft 
pcrfecl  congruity  with  our  intentions  and  prin- 
ciples, no  other  means,  except  to  incorporate  her 
fjronticr  provinces  into  our  ftates^,  and  for  this 

purpofe 
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purpofe  to  immediately  take  poileffion  of  the 
fame,  and  to  prevent,  in  time,  all  misfortunes 
which  might  arife  from  the  continuance  of  the 
reciprocal  difturbanccs. 

•  "  Wherefore  we  have  refolved,  with  the  af* 
fent  of  her  Ruffian  majefly,  to  take  pofleffion  of 
the  abovementioned  diftrids  of  Poland,  and  alfo 
of  the  cities  of  Dantzic  and  Thorn,  to  the  end  of 
incorporating  them  to  our  ftate* 

•^  We  herewith  publicly  announce  our  firm 
and  unlhaken  refolution,  and  expeft  that  the 
Polifh  nation  will  very  foon  aflemble  in  the  diet, 
and  adopt  the  neceflary  meafures  to  the  end  of 
fettling  things  in  an  amicable  manner,  and  of  ob- 
taining the  ^lutary  end  of  fecuring  to  the  repub- 
lic of  roland  an  undifturbed  peace,  and  prderv- 
ing  her  inhabitants  from  the  terrible  confequences 
of  anarchy.  At  the  fame  time  we  exhort  the 
fiates  and  inhabitants  of  the  diftri<5ts  and  towns 
whidi  we  have  taken  pofleffion  of  as  already 
mentioned,  both  in  a  gracious  and  ierious  man- 
ner, not  to  oppofe  our  commanders  and  troops, 
ordered  for  that  purpofe,  but  rather  traclably  to 
iubmit  fo  our  government,  and  acknowledge  us 
from  this  day  forward  as  their  lawful  king  and 
fovereign,  to  behave  like  loyal  and  obedient  fub- 
jedts,  and  to  renounce  all  connection  with  the 
crown  of  Poland. 

^  We  do  not  doubt  but  every  body  whom  this 
may  concern*,  will  attend  to  it  with  obedience ; 
but  in  cafe,  contrary  to  all  expedlation,  foine 
one  or  other  ftate  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  dif- 
tri6ls  and  towns  ihould  refufe  to  obey  the  con- 
tents of  this  our  open  letter,  and  not  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  nor  fubmit  to  our  govern- 
ment, or  even  attempt  to  oppofe  our  command- 
ers and  troops,  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  have  una- 
voidably "^ 
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voidably  to  expert  the  puniiliments  ufual  in  fuch 
like  cafes,  to  be  inflidled  upon  thein  without 
any  diftindtion. 

**  In  witneis  whereof  we  have  fubfcribcd  this 
^tent  with  our  own  hand^  and  caufed  our  royal 
ieal  to  be  &t  to  it  to  be  publiihed  in  due  plaopy 
and  to  be  publicly  printed. 

'^  Done  at  Berlin  the  a5th  of  March,  i793« 
Frbderick  William,  (L.  S.) 

(PiNKESTBIN,) 

(Alvensleben.)'* 

RuJJian  Declaration. 

**  The  intentions  which  her  majefty  the  empreft 
of  all  the  Rufiias  has  caufed  to  be  announced  in 
the  declaration  delivered  on  the  7-1 8th  May, 
la  ft  year,  by  her  minifter  at  Warlaw,  upon  the 
occafion  of  her  troops  entering  Poland,  were 
without  contradiiftion  of  a  nature  for  obtaining 
the  fuffrage,  deference,  and  one  might  even  add, 
thankfulnefe  of  the  whole  French  nation.  How- 
ever, all  Europe  has  feen  in  what  manner  they 
have  been  received  and  appropriated. 

^*  To  open  to  the  confederation  of  Targowicz 
the  road  by  which  they  might  attain  the  exerciie 
of  their  rights  and  legal  power,  it  was  necefiary 
to  take  up  arms,  and  the  authors  of  the  revolu- 
tion of  the  3d  of  May  1791,  and  their  adher- 
ents, have  not  quitted  the  career  by  which  they 
have  provoked  the  RulHan  troops,  until  after 
they  were  vanquiihed  by  their  efforts. 

"  But  if  open  refiftance  ceafed^  it  was  only  to 
make  room  for  fecret  machinations,  whofe  deve- 
loped fprings  are  the  more  danmrous,  as  they  of- 
ten efcape  the  moft  attentive  vigilance,  and  cvea 
Jhe  reach  of  the  law. 

«  The 
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^  The  ipirit  of  faftion  and  difhirbance  has  fliot 
iuch  deep  roots,  that  thofe  who  mifchievoufly  fo- 
ment and  propagate  them,  after  having  been  un- 
fuccefsful  m  their  cabals  at  foreign  courts  to  ren- 
der the  views  of  Ruffia  fufpicious  to  them,  have 
endeavoured  to  delude  the  multitude,  always  cafy 
to  be  overtaken,  and  fucceeded  in  making  them 
ihare  in  the  hatred  and  animofity  they  have  con^ 
ceived .  againft  this  empire,  for  having  firuitrated 
them  in  their  criminal  expedations. 

"  Without  {peaking  about  feveral  fa6ls  of  pub-* 
lie  notoriety,  that  prove  the  mifchievous  diipoii- 
tion  of  the  greateft  number  of  the  Polanders,  let 
it  fuffice  to  mention,  that  they  have  been  known 
to  abufe  even  the  principles  of  humanity  and  of 
moderation,  to  which  the  generals  and  officers  of 
the  cmprefs*s  army,  purfoant  to  the  exprefs  orders 
they  had  received,  conformed  their  conduft  and 
adi<ms;  and  to  burft  out  againft  them  in  all 
manner  of  infults  and  bad  proceedings,  mfomuch 
that  the  moft  audacious  durft  to  make  mention 
of  Sicilian  vefpers,  and  threaten  to  make  them 
undergo  the  fame. 

*'  Such  is  the  reward  which  thefe  enemies  of 
tranqarllity  and  of  good  order,  whom  her  impe- 
rial majeily  was  willing  to  re-eftablifh  and  fecure 
in  their  native  country,  referved  for  her  generous 
intentions ! !  \ 

•^  From  this,  one  may  guefs  at  the  finccrity  of 
the  acceffion  of  moft  among  them  to  the  now  ex- 
iting confederation,  and  alio  at  the  duration  and 
Iblidity  of  the  peace  both  abroad  and  in  the  bo- 
fom  of  the  republic. 

*^  But  the  emprels,  accuftomed  for  thefe  thirty 
years  to  flruggle  againft  the  continual  agitations 
of  this  ftate,  and  trufting  to  the  means  Provi- 
dence gave  her  to  contain  within  their  bound&« 
^  the 
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ihe  diiTeniions  which  have  reigned-  there  until 
this  day,  would  have  perfevered  in  her  difinter- 
eited  exertions,  and  continued  to  bury  in  obliviou 
all  the  grievances  Ihe  has  to  lay  to  its  charge,  and 
alfo  the  lawful  pretenfions  to  which  they  intitlc 
lier,  if  inconveniences  of  a  ftill  more  ferious  na- 
ture were  not  to  be  apprehended.  The  unnatu- 
ral delirium  of  a  people  of  late  fo  fiouriihing, 
now  degraded,  difmembered,  and  on  the  brink 
of  an  ab}fs  ready*  to  fwallow  them,  inftead  o£ 
being  an  obje6l  of  horror  for  thofe  fa<ftious  per- 
fons,  appears  to  them  a  pattern  for  imitation. 
They  endeavour  to  introduce  into  the  bofom  of 
the  republic  this  internal  do<3rine,  which  a  {c6kj 
altogether  impious,  fucrilegious,  and  abfurd,  has 
engendered,  to  the  misfortune  and  diffolutioa  of 
all  religious,  civil,  and  political  focietics.. 

*^  Clubs,  which  are  connected  with  the  Jaco- 
bine  Clubs  at  Paris,  are  already  eflabliihed  in  the 
capital,  as  well  as  in  feveral  provinces  of  Poland; 
they  diftil  their  poifon  in  a  fecret  manner,  fill  the 
people's  minds  with  it,  and  cauie  them  to  ferment 

"  The  ejftablilhment  of  an  axiom  fo  danger- 
ous for  all  powers  whofe  flates  border  upon  the 
,  dominions  of  the  republic,  muft  naturally  excite 
their  attention.  They  have  in  conjundlion  takeai. 
the  rnofl:  proper  meafures  for  ftifling  the  evil  bc^ 
fore  it  came  to  maturity,  and  preventing  its  con- 
tagion from  reaching  their  own  frontiers.  Her 
majefly  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruflias,  and  his 
majefly  the  king  of  Pruflia,  witli  the  aflent  of 
his  majefty  the  emperor  of  the  Romans,  hzvc 
found  no  other  effechial  ones  for  their  refpe<5lrve 
lafety  than  to  confine  the  repyblic  of  Poland  in 
narrower  bounds,  by  awarding  to  het  antexift- 
cnce  and  proportions  which  fuit  an  intermediary 
power  bell,  and  which  facilitate  to  her  the  means 
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of  fccuring  and  prefcrving  herfelf,  without  prc- 
judicmg  her  former  liberty,  and  a  government 
that  is  wifely  regulated,  and  at  the  iamc  time  ac- 
tive enougn  to  prevent  and  reprefe  all  fucb 
diforders  and  diftuibances  as  hare  lb  often  im* 
paired  her  own  tranquillity  and  that  of  her 
neighbours.  For  this  purpofe,  their  majefiies 
the  cmprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias  add  the  king 
of  Pruffia,  being  united  with  a  perfedi:  concert 
of  views  and  principles,  are  thoroughly  convinced 
that  they  cannot  better  prevent  the  entire  fubvcr- 
lion  the  republic  is  threatened  with  after  the  dis- 
cord that  has  divided  it,  and  efpecially  by  thofe 
monftrous  and  erroneous  opinions  that  begin  to 
manifeft:  themfelves,  than  by  uniting  to  their  re- 
(pedtive  ftates  thofe  of  the  provinces  which  ac^ 
tually  border  upon  the  fame,  and  by  taking  an 
immediate  and  effeftive  poffcffion  of  them,  ia 
order  to  Ihelter  them  in  time  from  the  fatal  efFe6l» 
of  thofe  very  opinions  which  people  feek  to  pro- 
pagate there. 

"  Their  faid  majefties,  by  announcing  to  the 
whole  Polifh  nation  in  general  the  firm  refolu- 
tiouB  they  have  taken  on  tljis  head,  invite  them 
to  aflcmble  as  foon  as  poffible  in  a  diet,  to  the 
end  of  proceeding  to  an  amicable  regulation  con- 
cerning this  objed,  and  to  concur  with  the  laln- 
tary  intention  they  have  for  fecuring  to  her  in  fu- 
ture a  ftate  of  undifturbed  peace  fixed  on  a  fta« 
We  and  (olid  bafis. 

^*  Given  at  Grodno^  the  agth  of  March,  ptb 

Jacob  de  Sievers, 
"  .Ambaflador  Extraordinary  and  Pleni- 
potentiary of  her.  Imperial  Majefty^ 
of  all  the  Ruffias/* 
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In  anfwer  to  the  2d  and  4th  of  thefe  papers 
the  following  note  was  delivered  on  the  28th  of 
April  by  the  iUufirious  general  confederatidn  to 
his  excellency  M.  De  Sievers,  ambaifador  from 
the  emprefs  of  all  the  RuiBas. 

^*  The  general  confederation  of  the  two  nations 
having  enjoined  the  underiigned  to  axifvrer  the 
zK>teB  of  his  excellency  M.  De  Sievers,  ambaifa- 
dpr  extraordinary  of  her  imperial  majefty  of  all 
the  Ruffias,  they  find  therafelves  charged  and 
conftrained  to  confefs,  that  the  confederation 
riever  expedled  a  declaration  of  the  taking  of  the 
provinces  of  the  republic,  and  that  they  on  the 
receipt  of  the  firft  note  have  of  courfe  found 
themfelves  in  the  difficult  fitualion  of  conciliating 
the  painful  feritiments  they  found  themfelves  pe- 
netrated with  refpeding  the  regard  due  to  neigh* 
foouring  and  allied  powers;  a  lituation  which 
alone  was  the  caufe  of  a  longer  deliberation. 

*'  The  general    confederation    thought,    they 
might  indeed  fuppofe,  by  the  purport  of  the  notei 
delivered  to  them,  both  on  the  part  of  her  impe- 
rial majefly  of  all  the  Ruilias,  ai3d  on  the  part 
of  his  Pruffian  majefty,  that  the  taking  of  tha 
wealthieft  provinces  of  the  republic  of  Poland, 
and  whofe  extent  exceeds  that  which  is  left  her, 
is  no  longer  an  objed  of  negociMion  fufceptiblc 
of  a  mutual  arrangement,  but  rather  a  declaration 
of  what  thefe  two  powers  have  pleafed  to  fubmit. 
under  their  dominion;  and  it  has  confequently 
appeared  to  the  general  confederation,  that  no 
power  whatfocver,  not  even  that  of  the  diet,  be- 
ing able  to  avert  the  difafter  whigh  unexpectedly 
has  bcfel  the  republic,  it  would  have  been  the 
duty  of  the  faid  confederation,  who  with  a  folemn 
oath  have  bound  themf^ves,  in  the  feoe  of  th« 
4  churcii^ 
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church,  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  country 
in  the  fmalleft  particle,  to  withdraw  themfelvcs 
from  the  leaft  participation  of  any  thing  that 
might  juftly  render  them  perjurers.     The  delibe- 
rations then  only  run  upon  proper  means  of  lav- 
ing the  honour  of  a  clear  and  irreproachable  con- 
fcience  ;'  but  fince  the  confederation  have  found 
themfelves  to  be  unable  to  ferve  the  country  in  a 
ulefiil  manner,  and  to  dcfcrve  by  a  loyal  counter- 
declaration  to  fee  themfelves  rather  pitied  than 
deipifed,  after  an  event  they  can  in  no  ways  re- 
proach themfelves  wnth,  and  of  which  they  hope 
to  be  cleared  by  an  equitable  and  compaffionate 
public. 

^^  It  was  in  a  conteft  of  fimilar  fenfations, 
when  the  fecond  note  of  his  excellency  the  am- 
baflador  was  handed  to  the  general  confedera- 
tion, who  are  befides  forced  to  fear  the  reproaches 
of  the  nation  concerning  their  inaction,  eipecially 
after  having  been  informed,  that  whatever  was 
iumiihed  to  the  numerous  army  of  her  imperial 
majefty,  fhould  not  be  refunded  till  the  univer- 
lals  were  publifhed,  in  order  to  afiemble  an  ex- 
traordinary diet. 

"  Finally,  they  have  charged  the  underwritten^ 
to  dedare  in  the  name  of  the  general  confedera- 
tion, and  by  their  exprefs  order,  that  the  laid 
confederation  think  themfelves  fully  juftified  be- 
fore the  fight  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  the- 
cquitablenels  of  the  neighbouring  and  allied  pow- 
ers, iikevvife  before  their  jull  and  impartial  na- 
tion, concerning  any  participation  whatever  in- 
the  plan  of  dividing  Poland,  and  relative  to  ther 
meafures  they  adopt,  pirfuant  to  tiie  laws  gua- 
ranteed by  thofe  very  powers — by  recalling  the 
members  of  the  permanent  council,  who  have 
liot  given  an  account  yet  of  theii:  pall  adminiftra- 
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tioh— by  replacing  with  new  members  thofe  that 
are  lawfully  excluded — and  to  further  the  com- 
plement eftabliftied  by  the  law  of  1775;  byre- 
Horing  beiides  to  this  magifiracy  all  the  activity 
given  them,  to  the  end  of  effedlually  relieving 
the  prefling  exigencies  of  the  republic,  and  of 
continuing  its  government. 
.  "  The  underwritten  are  in  hopes  his  excellency 
the  ambaflador  extraordinary  of  her  imperial  ma- 
jefty  will  find  this  prefent  anfwer  as  loyal  and 
juft  as  all  the  aflions  of  the  confederation  have 
always  been,  and  that  he  will  acquaint  his  court 
with  it,  by  juftifying  whatever  may  have  been 
the  efFedl  of  a  too  limited  power  by  an  oath  of 
the  laid  confederation  taken  in  a  folemn  man- 
ner, 

PUTAWOKI, 

Vice  Marihal  of  the  Confederation  of 
Lithuania. 

Zabibllo, 

Marihal  of  the  Confederation  of  the 
Crown." 

The  two  notes,  delivered  to  the  Polilh  diet 
from  the  minifters  of  St.  Peterlburg  and  Berlin^ 
demanding  the  appointment  of  a  deputation  to 
landlion  the"  divifion  of  the  country,  produced 
the  moft  violent  altercation.  It  was  agreed  in 
the  fitting  of  the  26th  of  June,  upon  the  motion 
of  M.  Jankowlki,  by  a  confiderable  majority  of 
votes,  to  claim  the  mediation  of  all  the  foreign 
courts  with  thofe  of  Berlin  and  St.  Peterfburg, 
to  withdraw  their  troops  firom  the  provinces  of 
the  republic,  and  to  give  up  the  fame. 

G  g  Am(i- 
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,  A  BU>lioii  WW  ^erwaids  maii^#  thai  the  dr* 
pii^tiQc^  d&Bumk^  ihoiild  he  eosfoweced  to  treat 
Wltj^  ^^  court  of  RaiSd  wHy :  this  propoiitioft 
W¥^  fu{]|>ortie4  by  the  king,  and  carried  by  a  ma- 
jorii^  o|  107  voices  againflj  24, 

Qq  thp  ztth  the  marfhal  again  brought  for- 
ward the  appcHntment  oi  a  delegation  to  tieaik 
irMh  the  courts  of*- St  Petedburg  and  Berlin 
coi^jioindy.  This  was  o^x>ied  by  ahnoft  tlie^ 
ti^hole  chamber,  as  incoxififlent  with  the  nciblu- 
Ijon  abeady  adopted  to  tiseat  only  with  the  court 
Qi  3t-  Fcteri2s^mg»  and  an  injua^lioQ  was  voted 
tjQ  the  chanceUtMrs  of  Courland  and  Lithuam%  to 
draw  up  an  aniwer  to  the  notes  delivered  by  the 
Ruifiim^  and  Bniifian  mtniilers^  confbnnable  to 
the  principles  of  this  refolution.  The  inftruc- 
tions  prepared  by  the  chancellors  for  the  minis- 
ters at  foreign  court^,  md  for  the  conduct  of 
the  delegation^  viz.  to  treat  only,  with  the  court 
of  St.  Peterfburg^  were  read.  It  was  propoied^ 
as  an  additional  article,  to  call  M.  Ducacbe, 
Chargl  des  jiffair^s  from  the  court  of  Yieuna,  to 
the  negociations,  becaufe  the  emperor  had  gua- 
rantied the  treaty  of  1775.  To  give  time  for  ex- 
amining this  amendment,  the  diet  adjobmed  to 
July  the  ifl,  when  the  debates  on  the  delegation 
Were  renewed;  and  to  get  rid  of  a  di&uffion^ 
which,  the  longer  it  wa&  purfued,  became  the 
more  embarraifed,  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to 
adjourn  the  diet  to  the  15th  of  July. 

On  the  15th  the  deputies  held  a.fecond  confe- 
xence  with  the  Ruflian  ambaifador,  and  delivered 
to  him  the  following  memorial :. 
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RemonflrdncBs  fftade  to  the  Count  di  ^ewrs^  the  RMfi 
Jan  Ambajfaddr^  on  the  fatf  of  tW  Kng  and  thk 
States  of  Poland,  by  the  Chancethfs  of  ihi  Crown, 
and  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithudnia. 

"  The  king  and  the  confederated  ftate^  of  th6 
republic  having  had  notice  of  a  fecoild  violeno* 
cdtnmitted  to-day  upon  the  deputies  of  the  na^ 
tion,  of  whommtoy  have  been  afrefted  atfheit 
houfes ;  feeling  with  Ibrrow  the  indies  which  A 
free  and  independent  .nation  has  mfibred  from  i, 
foreign  power^  and  not  lineing  able  to  continue 
legally  our  deliberations  without  the  prefence  ctf 
thoie  members  of  the  dirt,  we  h«^e  oidctcd  una- 
aimouily  the  chancellor  to  prefent^  in  our  ndnfnt^ 
a  note  to  the  Ruffian  attibarifadof,  to  reprefent 
to  him  the  g«ieral  feSnfatioil  which  fuch  a  pi*o^ 
cceding  has  occafioned,  and  to'  demai^  the  ito* 
mediate  enlargesnen*  of  the  perlbns'  arrefted. 

<'  Having  alio  leamfed  that  the  atmbafT^do^  had 
ordered  the  provifions  deftined  fof  thfe  i*fe  olf  th* 
kifBg  to  be  intercepted,  and  the  eftates  of  ]V!P. 
Tyslkicwiecz,  raarlhal  of  the  grand  dtitehy  of 
Liftwania,  to  be  fequeftratcd,  whfch  gites  i» 
reafon  to  apprehtend  that  in  fotute*  Aich  violencea 
taay  be  increased,  we  refolved  uuaTArfiourty  that 
the  chancellors  fiidl  maker  to  th<9  iWibe^fl^ot 
futtabie  leprefenNiations  on^  the  Mfft&,  li^&i^ 
that  fuch  otdersr  fliould  be  couTiffefmattded,  as 
weH:  with  rcgalpd  to  the  fcing^s  dbfiaifi^,  afe-the 
fcqutfftration  of  tfee  eftates  of  fbuft  m^^fhal  Ty*- 
ikiewicc*;  and  with  rcfpeft  to  ottifef  ^ftafes*  rf 
which  the  vjolation  has  nc*  y«t  cdtte  to  oi* 
knowledge^  the  ambaflEador  will  heiSt^eferth^  be 
jXtB/kd  to  abllatnfrom  giving:  fuck  ordi^rs. 

^  Gg  a  *^  A  copy 
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^*  A  copy  of  this  note  fhall  be  communicated  to 
all  the  foreign  minifters  refiding  near  the  king's 
perfon,  and  the  flates  aiTembled/' 

Done  at  Grodno>  July  ii^  i793- 

This  memorial  the  deputies  requefted  the  aro- 
haiTador  to  tranfinit  to  the  emprcfs ;  which^ 
however,  he  abfolutely  refiifed  to  do ;  and,  in  a 
note  which  he  ient  to  the  diet,  accompanied  'by- 
menaces,  he  iniifted  on  the  iignature  and  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty  of  alliance  and  commepce 
between  Ruffia  and  the  Republic ;  and  that  the 
deputies  fhould  be  invefied  with  full  powers  to 
effe6i  the  fame. 

In  the  feilion  of  the  Tame  day  (the  15  th)  the 
note  was  read,  the  diet  coniented  to  the  proro- 
gation of  the  feilion  till  the  30th,  but  refufed  to 
comply  with  the  wiflies  of  the  Ruffian  ambaffa- 
dor  refpediing  the  treaty  of  alliance.  This 
treaty,  a  pjan  of  which  the  deputies  prefented  on 
that  day  to  the  diet,  conlifled  of  ten  articles,  and 
contained  ibme  advantages  at  the  expence  of 
fome  facriiices.  The  Poliih  nation  might  chuie 
the  form  of  government  which  it  conceived  beft 
adapted  to  its  interefis,  except  that  of  tiie  3d  of 
May  1 791;  but  the  baiis  of  the  advantages  to 
be  granted  to  Poland  was  the  complete  and  full 
ratification  of  the  treaty  of  partition  between 
the  courts  of  Peterfburg  and  Berlin,  in  its  full 
extent,  as  was  required  on  the  9th  of  April. 

In  confequence  of  the  refuel  of  the  diet  to 
accede,  the  Ruffian  ambaflador  on  the  16th  fent 
a  note  tantamount  to  a  formal  declaration  of 
war.  He  laid  in  this  note,  that,  unle&  the  de- 
puties were  invefled  with  the  authority  required 
on  the   17th,  he  ihould  lay  the  efiates^  pofief- 

Hous, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BISTORT   OF   FOLANO.  453 

llons>  and  habitations  of  the  members  of  the 
diet  under  a  military  execution;  and>  ihould 
the  king  adhere  to'  the  oppolite  party,  the  royal 
domains  would  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner. 

For  feveral  fucceffive  days  the  diet  was  afiailed 
with  official  notes  from  the  Ruffian  ambaifador 
and  the  Pruffian  minifter,  filled  with  violent 
menaces,  preffing  the  lignilture  of  the  treaty. 
The  flates,  however,  perfifted  in  their  refuiaL 
At  laft  M.  de  Sievers,  the  Ruffian  ambaffiuior, 
fent  in  his  ultimatum  in  a  note,  which  ended 
with  the  following  remarkable  pxpreffions : 

^  The  under\Vritten  muft  bendes  inform  the 
Hates  of  the  republic  aiTembled  in  the  confede- 
rated diet,  that  he  thought  it  of  abfolute  necef- 
lity,  for  preventing  tumult,  to  order  two  bat- 
talions OF  GRENADIERS,  WITH  FOUR  PIECBS  OF 
CANNON,    TO  SURROUND    THE    CASTLE,    Uudcr  the 

command  of  major-general  Rautenfeld,  who  is 
to  concert  meafures  with  the  grand  marihal  oi 
Lithuania  for  fecuring  the  tranquillity  of  their 
deliberations.  The  under-written  expe6ts  that 
the  fitting  will  not  terminate  until  the  demanded 
fignature  of  the  treaty  is  decided,'* 

Done  at  Grodno,  the  ad   of   September, 

1793- 

His  excellency  kept  his  word :  the  two  bat- 
talions foon  arrived  with  their  cannon :  the  cat- 
tle was  fo  clofely  furrounded  that  no  perfon  was 
fuffered  to  go  out.  Major-general  Rautenfeld, 
with  the  officers  of  the  divifion,  took  poll  in 
the  fenate,  pretending  to  guard  his  majefty's  per- 
fon againft  conlpirators.  The  king,  confciouj  of 
his  reditude,  and  difbelieving  the  «ciftence  c(f 
any  confpiracy  againfi:  him,  fent  a  delegation  to 
the  Ruffian  ambafiador,  declaring  that  be  would 
G  g  3  not 
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not  open  the  fbfCion  in  the  prefencc  of  the  RuA 
fian  officers.  In  confequence,  they  were  ordered 
to  retire,  except  the  general,  who  declared  pub- 
licly that  no  member  fhould  be  fuffered  to  quit 
the  fenate  before  the  confent  to  the  tr^ty  was 
given.  The  debates  were  long  and  violent ;  and 
it  was  not  till  three  o'clock  the  next  morning, 
after  three  fucceffive  divifions,  that  the  diet 
came  to  the  following  refolution : 

'Decree  of  the  Dief,  pajfed  on  the  id  of  September j  at 
Grodno^  empowering  the  Deputation  to  treat  with 
the  fruffiaji  Mintfier^ 

<^  We  the  king,  together  with  the  confederate 
ftates  of  the  republic  aiTembled  in  diet,  having 
heard  the  report  of  the  deputation  appointed  to 
ndgociate  with  the  minifter  of  the  king  of  Prui^ 
lia,  and  feeri  the  plan  of  the  propofed  treaty — 
Whereas  it  appears  that,  notwitnftanding  the 
mediation  of  the  Ruffian  ambalTador,  the  court 
of  Berlin  pcrfifts  in  meafures  detrimental  to  the 
republic,  and  that  hardly  a  modification  of  fome 
of  the  articles  in  that  tfcaty  was  obtained, 
whereby  we  find  ourfelves  in  the  higheft  degree 
cppreflcd:  therefore,  far  from  acknowledging 
the  pretended  legality  of  right  whereby  the  court 
of  Berlin  endeavours  to  juflify  its  violence  ex- 
erted towards  the  republic,  bi^t,  on  the  con- 
trary, adhering  mofl  flridlly  to  our  former  de- 
claration by  the  note  given  in  anfwer  to  thofe  of 
the  two  allied  courts — Declare  before  all  Eu- 
rope, to  whom  we  have  repeatedly  appealed, 
T^at,  founded  on  the  faith  of  treaties  mofl  fa- . 
eredly  obferved  on  our  part,  as  well  as  on  that 
©f  tlie  treaty  recently  entered  into  with  his  ma- 
Jcfty  the  king  of  PrufTia;,  and  at  ht^  own  defire^ 
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in  the  year  1790  (wfaerdby  the  inckpen^ce  and 
tht  integrity,  of  Pc^nd  were  guaranteed  in  the 
moft  folemn  manner),  being  dq>riyed  of  free 
will^  furrounded  at  ibis  very  m<Hnent  of  the 
preient  z&,  by  an  armed  foreign  force,  and  tht^eat- 
ened  with  a  further  invaiion  of  the  Pruffiaa 
troops,  to  the  end  of  ruining  our  remaining  ter- 
ritories, we  are  forced  to  commiffion  and  autho* 
me  the  iaid  deputation  to  fign  the  treaty,  fuch 
as  it  was  planned  and  amended  under  the  me* 
diation  of  the  Ruffian  ambalTador,  containing 
in  particular  this  claufe — "  That  it  fhall  be  gua- 
ranteed by  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  his 
Sovereign,  with  all  feparate  articles  relating 
thereto,  efpecially  in  regard  to  commerce,  clergy^ 
fecurity  of  the  republic  and  of  the  inhabitants^ 
cither  wholly  comprized  under  foreign  domi*- 
nion,  or  poffeffing  property  in  both  countries ; 
namely,  that  the  prefent  prince  primate  of  Po- 
land might  refide  oonftantly  within  the  repub- 
lic, fo  attending  to  his  high  office,  and  ei^oy  his 
entire  revenues ;  alfo,  that  in  cafe  of  the  family 
of  princes  Radzivil  being  extin6l,  the  houfe  o( 
Brandenburg  Ihould  not  form  any  pretenfion  td 
their  fucceffion,  which  ihall  belong  to  the  re- 
public:" with  the  following  alteration,  how- 
ever, of  the  laft  article  in  the  faid  treaty ;  ^*  Thrt 
we  the  king  will  not  ratify  fuch  treaty  of  ceffion, 
both  in  our  and  in  the  republic's  name,  unlefi 
the  treaty  of  commerce,  and  all  feparate  articles 
mutually^agreed  on,  under  the  accepted  media- 
tion and  guarantee  of  the  court  of  Ruffia,  by 
both  parties,  Ihall  be  finally  felled  and  figned 
by  the  contnwfting  powers." 

The  fubfequent  negociation  with  Pruffiia  linded 
as  it  began,  or  rather  furpaffed  all  tbe.violencas 
exerci&d  on  the  2d  of  September* 
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On  the  43d  of  that  month  the  Ruffian  am- 
baifador^  early  in  the  morning,  opened  the  ne- 
gociation,  by  arrefting  four  members  of  the  diet^ 
viz.  Krafnodemeiki,  of  Liva;  Szydloulki,  of 
Plock ;  Mikerlki,  of  Wyfzogrod  ;  and  Sharzyn- 
Iki,  of  Lomza,  whom  he  fent  ofF  immediately 
under  a  guard  to  the  relpeftive  places  they  repre- 
fcnted. 

Next,  he  ordered  two  battalions  of  grenadiers, 
with  three  pieces  of  cannon,  to  lurround  and 
block  up  all  the  avenues  and  gates  of  the  caflJe. 

After  thefe  preliminaries,  the  fitting  of  the 
diet  began.  Its  formal  opening  was  ftrongly  op- 
pofed,  on  the  ground  of  a  former  decree,  that  all 
deliberations  fliould  ceafe  whenever  any  violent 
aft  fhould  be  employed  againft  a  member  of  the 
legiflative  body. 

In  confequence,  before  the  reading  of  the  am- 
bafTador  s  notes  was  allowed,  two  deputations 
were  fucceffively  fent  to  him^  to  demand  the  li- 
berty of  the  arrefted  members.  They  were  an- 
fwered  both  verbally  and  by  a  note,  with  abfo- 
lute  refufal.  The  notes  were  then  read.  The 
houfe  conceiving  itfelf  to  be  in  a  paffive  flate, 
as  being  under  foreign  arms,  and  deprived  of  a 
free  deliberation,  would  not  proceed  for  many 
hours  on  any  bufinefe ;  during  which  time  they 
witneffed  a  moft  diftrefling  and  humiliating  fcene ; 
a  Ruffian  general  ftrutting  to  and  fro  in  the 
middle  of  the  fenate,  in  the  prefence  of  the  king 
on  the  throne,  perfuading  and  menacing,  alter- 
nately, the  members  to  fign,  unconditionally, 
the  demands  of  the  king  of  Pruffia. 

Five  hours  were  fpent  in  rhis  manner ;  at  laft, 
on  the  motion  of  count  Ankwicz,  nuncio  of 
Cracow,  it  was  agreed  to  make  a  folemn  de- 
claration, or  potcft,   againft  the  violent  mea- 
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iures  employed  by  the  RuiHan  ambafTador  on 
the  2d  of  September^  and  that  da^;  and  that, 
to  prove  a  total  inaftivity  of  the  diet,  inflead  of 
expreffing  their  ientiments  in  the  uiual  manner, 
either  by  voting  or  by  acclamation,  they  ihould 
keep  a  mournful  lilence  when  the  marfhal  ihould 
propofe  the  projedt  in  quefiion.  This  was  ac- 
cordingly adopted. 

Thus  was  obtained  the  confent  to  a  ceilion, 
which  is  to  juftify  it  in  the  eyes  of  Europe  and 
poflerity.  Thus  ended  this  extraordinary  nego- 
ciation,  unexampled  in  the  annals  of  diploma- 
tic hiftory ;  and  thus,  in  confequcnce,  was  ligned 
the  treaty  of  ceffion  of  the  Polilh  provinces  to 
Pruffia.  The  protefl:,  howeyer,  of  the  diet,  de- 
ierves  to  be  particularly  noticed  by  the  prefent 
generation  and  by  all  pofterity. 

Declaration  of  the  Diet. 

"  The  diet  of  Poland,  hemmed  in  by  foreign 
troops,  and  threatened  with  an  irruption  from 
the  Pruffian  army — informed,  too,  that  this  ir- 
ruption fliall  be  attended  with  univerlal  defola- 
tion  and  deftruftion — finally,  infulted  by  a  thou- 
iand 'Outrages,  have  been  forced  to  accede  to  the 
digning  of  the  treaty  with  Pruffia.- 

"  They  did  endeavour  to  add  to  the  treaty 
fome  conditions  to  which  they  conceived  that 
the  lamentable  fituation  of  their  country  would  ' 
have  extorted  a  confent  even  from  the  heart  of 
power  But  the  diet  were  deceived.  They 
found  that  power  was  unaccompanied  by  pity, 
and  that  Pruffia,  having  thrown  her  victim  to 
the  ground,  would  not  refrain  from  enjoying  the 
miferable  fatisfaAion  of  trampling  upon  it 
Frelh  infults  have  been  heaped  upon  their  heads, 
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and   new  conditions  have  been  impofed  upon 

them.    To  prevent  all  deliberations  upon  thefe 

conditions,    the  diet  have  not  only  been  fiir- 

rounded  by  foreign  troops,  and  infulted  by  me- 

Ijacing  notes,  but  they  have  been  violated  by  the 

arreft  of  their  members,  who  have  been  dragged 

ignominioufly  from  the   midft  of  thcni,   while 

thofe  who  were  fufFered  ftill  to  poflefe  a  perfonal 

freedom,  have  been  held  in  mental  oppreiBon 

and  flavcry. 

**  I,  therefore,  the  king  of  Poland,  enervated 

by   age,  and  linking    under   the   accumulated 

weight  of  fo  many  vexations  and  iiich  multiplied 

oppreflions ;    and  we  alfo,  the  members  of  the 

diet,  declare,  that  being  unable,  even  by  the  fa- 

orifice  of  our  lives,  to  .relieve  our  country  from  . 

the  yoke  of  its  oppreflbrs,  consign  it  to  postb*^ 

RiTY,  trufting  that  means  may  then  be  found  to 

refcue   it  from  opprelfion  and   flavery.     Such 

means  are  unhappily,  not  in  our  power.    Other 

countries  negleft  us.     While  they  reprobate  the 

violations  which  one  country  is  alledged  to  have 

committed  againft  liberty,  tney  can  fee  not  only 

with  apathy,  but  with  approbation,  the  outrages 

which    have   been   committed  againft    Poland. 

We  have   done.    We  accede,  for   the  reaibns 

above-mentioned,  to  the  treaty  laid  before  us, 

though  it  is  contrary  to  our  wiibss,  to  our  fcnti- 

ments,  and  to  our  rights.** 

Done  at  Grodno,  Sept.  24,  1793- 
« 

This  appeal,  ^s  well  as  a  detail  of  the  events 
of  the  23d  of  September,  and  the  following 
days,  were  afterwards  tranfinitted  to  all  the  fo- 
reign ittinifters. 

£y  fabfequent  meafiires  the  Poliih  nation,  be- 
lieving its  political  cxiftcncc  to  depend  on  a  per- 
petual 
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petual  alliance  with  a -powerful  neighbour,  put 
itfelf  under  the  proteSf ion  and  courted  the  benevo- 
knee  of  her  imperial  majefly  of  all  the  Ruflias. 

The  end  of  the  diet  of  Grodno  was  worthy  an 
aflembly  from  whofe  epoch  Poland  will  date  the 
confummation  of  her  political  annihilation,  and 
the  remembrance  of  which  will  remain  deeply 
engraven  on  the  mind  of  every  friend  of  juflice 
and  humanity.    The  laft  fittings  were  remarka- 
ble for  the  turbulent  and  precipitate  manner  with 
•which  they  finifhed,  or,  more  properly  fpeaking, 
fFrangled,  the  important  bufinefs  which  was  on 
the  carpet,  namely,  the  new  conftitution.     Im- 
portant as  this  was  for  the  remains  of  the  repub- 
lic, which  ftill  preferved  the  name  of  Poland  and 
Lithuania,  they  entered  not  into  the  leaft  difcuf- 
fion  upon  the  different  articles  which  were  to 
compote  it.     The  plan,  which  had  been  previ- 
oufly  drawn  up,  experienced  very  little  change, 
was  accepted  in  a  wafs^  and  its  acceptation  was 
inferted  in  the  regifters,  with  the  addition  that  it 
had  been  read  before  the  ftates  aflembled  in  a 
confederated  diet.     About  20  nuncios  wiflied,  it 
is  true,  to  proteft  againft  various  articks,  but  no 
attention  was  paid  either  to  their  advice  or  oppo- 
fitiori,  and  this  new  form  paffed  immediately  into 
a  law,  at  leail  for  the  time,  for  its  perpetuity  was 
not  affured  by  any  guarantee,  not  even  by  that  of 
Ruflia.     This  they  failed  not  to  remark  as  a  lm-» 
gularity;  but  it  was  no  matter  of  furprize  tu 
thofe  who  recoUefted  the  fubftance  of  the  15th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  Rcflla 
and  Poland,  in  which  it  was  expreflly  flipulated^ 
"  that  the  king  and  republic  engage,  in  the  mofl 
folemn  and  binding  manner,  not  to  undertake  or 
cffe6l  any  change  or  amendment  which  may  in-, 
fringe  the  form  of  government  to  be  eftablilhed, 
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without  confulting  her  majefty  the  cmprefe  of  aH 
the  Ruffias,  or  her  fucceflbrs;"  the  refult  of 
which  ftipulation  was,  that  Ruffia,  without  en- 
gaging for  the  perpetuity  of  the  new  form,  took 
care,  if  ever  a  change  were  requifite,  it  ihould 
be  made  without  her  approbation. 

The  a6l  of  this  conftitution  was  immediately 
,  publifhed  in  the  Poliih  tongue.     It  confifted  of 
four  parts ;  the  firft  of  which  containecj  the  pa£la 
€onventa,  and  the  fundamental  laws.     The  other 
parts  prefcribed  the  regulations  for  the  dietines^ 
the  diffejent  tribunals,  the  clergy,  &c.     Another 
a(ft,  pafled  towards  the  clofe  of  this  imfortunatc 
diet,  confolidated  the  laft  difmemberment  of  the 
republic,  by  eftablilhing  three  commiflioners  for 
the  demarcation  of  the  limits;  one  for  the  con-- 
fines  between  Ruffia  and  Leffer  Poland ;  another 
for  thofe  between  the  former  and  Polifh  Lithua- 
nia ;  and  a  third  to  regulate  the  frontier  with  the 
Pruffian  eftates ;  the  whole  conformably  to  the 
treaties  of  cejfion  figned  in  the  name  of  the  diet. 
As  for  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  court  of. 
Berlin,  it  met  with  a  number  of  difficulties,  ef- 
pecially  with  regard  to  the  flaple  duty  which 
the  city  of  Dantzick  enjoyed  when  it  belonged 
to  the  fovereignty  of  Poland ;   they  would  not 
fufFer  this  aflair  to  retard  the  doling  of  the  diet, 
and  the  further  negociation  of  this  treaty  was  re- 
ferred to  the  new  permanent  council,  jointly  with 
the  commiffion  of  the  treafury. 

It  was  obferved,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the  ne- 
gociation, the  arabaffador,  count  de  Sievers,  fup- 
ported,  as  much  as  lay  in  his  po\Ver,  the  com- 
mercial interefts  of  Poland,  but  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  by  no  means  either  to  interrupt  or  weaken 
the  good  underflanding  which  fubfifted  between 
him  and  the  Pruffian. miniftcr.    The  latter,  on 
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the  contrary,  in  the  long  and  lafl:  fitting,  from 
the  a3d  to  the  24th  of  November,  delivered  3 
note  to  the  ftates  aflembled,  congratulating  them 
on  the  alliance  which  they  had  concluded  with 
the  court  of  Pcterlburgh,  and  afluring  them  that 
the  alliance  was  the  more  agreeable  to  the  l^ing 
his  matter,  as  the  emprefs  was  ihe  ally  and  friend 
of  his  Pruflian  majefty. 

Poland,  thus  reduced  to  one-third  part  of  its 
priniitive  force  and  extent,  naturally  loft  a  pro- 
portionate part  of  its  revenues.     In  the  laft  fef- 
fioii  of  the  23d  of  November  a  plan  was  formed 
and  adopted  to  raife  two  loans  under  the  gua- 
ranty of  her  Ruffian  majefty;  one  ofay  millions 
of  Polifh  florins,  to  difcharge  the  private  debts 
of  the  king ;    the  other  of  1  o  millions,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  republic  itfelf.     The  revenues  of  the 
king's  domains  were  fpecially  appropriated  for 
the  payment  of  his  debts.     As  for  the  finances 
of  the  republic,  it  was  ftated  by  the  protocol  of 
the  deputation  charged  with  the  examination  of, 
that  part  of  the  public  oeconomy,  that  for  the 
future,    and  in  confequence  of  its   difm'ember- 
inent,  its  revenues  Ihould  not  exceed  16  millions 
of  Poliih  florins  a  year,   ten  millions  of  which 
were  to  be  contributed  by  what  remained  of  the 
provinces  of  Poland,   and  fix  miUi()ns  by  the 
remnant  of  thole  of  Lithuania.     As  this  fum, 
therefore,  muft  ferve  to  defray  the  fupport  of  the 
army,  the  other  expences  of  the  ftate  comprized 
in  the  civil  lift,  and  the  revenues  of  the  king; 
his  Poliih  majefty,  for  the  future,  could  receive 
only  two  millions  from  the  treafury. 

We  have  before  obferved,  that  the  clofe  of  the 

diet  was  equally  turbulent  and    ftormy  as  the 

•    commencement.     In   fa6l,  the  two  laft  feffions 

were  far   more   tcmpeftuou^      The    difcontent 
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ng^lnfk  the  procedure  of  the  Ruflian  amlmffiuiof 
burft*  out  with  all  its  force,  and  the  party  in  op* 
polition  to  the  court  of  Ruflia  exerted  every'  eP 
fort. 

Some  time  back,  in  confequence  of  fome  re* 
preientations  made  in  the  name  of  the  emprefs^ 
they  alx>lifhed  the  diflindlions  of  a  military  or- 
der deftined  to  decorate  and  reward  thofe  ofBceis 
of  the  Poliih  army  who  had  iignalized  themfelres. 
The  re-eftabliftiment  of  this  order  was  now  de- 
manded and  decreed.  The  decree  had  no  fooner 
pafled  than  an  officer,  who  was  among  the  fpcc- 
tators,  prefented  himfelf  in  the  mi<&e  of  the 
hall,  decked  with  thofe  diftihctive  marks.  He 
thanked  the  king  for  reftoring  to  the  brave  fol* 
diers  of  Poland  a  decoration  which  they  had  fi> 
well  merited  by  defending  their  country.  His 
example  was  followed  in  an  inftant  by  moil  of 
the  nuncios.  They  all  rofe,  and  proceeded  in  a 
very  tumultuous  manner  to  the  throne,  to  kifa 
his  majeft/s  hand,  and  to  thank  him.  This  de- 
cree, however,  which  muft  difpleafe  the  Ruifian 
minifter,  had  pafled  fuddenly^  and  almoft  by 
furprize;  Staniflaus  Auguftus  was,  therefore^ 
under  the  neceflity  of  blaming  the  diibrder  o^ 
this  deliberation,  and  ftill  more,  the  confiiied  re* 
turn  of  thinks  which  were  offered  him.  His 
fpeech  rather  damped  the  ardour  of  their  minds  1 
but  neither  his  majeiiy  noc  the  marlhd  of  the 
diet  could  effect  the  revocation  of  the  decree^ 
which,  notwithftanding  the  wiflies  of  Ruffia« 
ic-eftabliflied  the  military  order.  Such  was  the 
end  of  the  famous  diet  of  Grodno,  which  fepa- 
lated  on  the  24th  of  November  1793,  at  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning. 

The  boldnefs,  however,  which  had  thus  re- 
eilabliihed  a  military  order  ihat  was  offenfive  to 
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the  empte&y  did  not  anfwer  the  public  expe&s^ 
tion ;  for  on  the  24th  of  December  eount  de  Sic-* 
vers  received  a  courier  from  Peteribufgh ;  imme- 
diately ailer  wl^ch  it  was  reported  that  that  mi* 
B^er  was  on  the  point  of  quitting  Warlaw 
without  taking  leave,  the  empreft  being  extremely 
irritated  at  the  re-eflabtifhment  of  the  order  which 
the  diet  of  Wariaw  of  1791  had  only  infHtuted 
to  reward  thoie  who  iboght  againfl  the  arms, 
and  ijatereft  of  her  imperial  m^efly.  As  iboii 
as  this  was  known,  the  permanent  council  af- 
fembled,  and  the  refult  was,  a  rcfoltttion  ta 
fiipprefe  the  faid  military  order,  and  fend  a  de« 
putation  to  Peteriburgh  to  announce  the  fiime 
formally  to  the  emppe(k  The  count  TylkiewiecB 
was  accordingly  fent  to  induce  her  majefty  ta 
pardon  the  republic  for  the  fault  committed  bjr 
i^r  late  diet. 

The  following  is  the  (ubftance  of  the  new 
Polilh  confiitution  decreed  by  the  (Set  r 

Art.  L    The  kingdom  of  Poland  and  Grand 

Duchy  of  Lithuania,  with^  the  remainder  of  the 

duchies,  woiwodihips,   countries,    and  diftridlsji 

of  which  they  now  eonfifi,  being,  acxording  ta 

their  rights-  and  privileges,  an  individual  whofe^ 

ihall  coniHtute  forthwith  an    imfivifible,    firee^^ 

and  independent  republic,  whofe  ihpreme-power 

ihall  be  vefted  ip  the  diet.    The  latter,  having 

conftantly  the  king  at  its  head;  Iball  conlift  o« 

the  fenators  and  Ae  repre(fentatives  of  the  nobi- 

Kty  ;  and  if  thus  aflembled  in  this  lawful  Axan- 

lier,  it  Ihall   have    the  Ible  power  of  making 

laws,  and*  tbe^  nation  ilialV  only  be  bound'  ta 

obey  fuch  laws  as  the  diet  hath  ena^fted.     The 

'   diet  alone  can  impoie  tax!^  and  fupport  therei- 

with  an  arm^*''  which  muft  be  faithral ;  tt"  can 

alone  declare  war^,  make  peace,  and^condude  all 
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kinds  of  treaties^  eAablifh  and  direA  colleges  or 
offices  of  Aate,  fix  their  duration,  chnfe  their 
members,  fend  ambafTadors,  &c.  &c.  In  fhort, 
no  ordinances  ihall  be  executed  in  the  territories 
of  the  republic,  which  have  not  been  derived 
from  the  fiates  in  dietaflembled.  The  legiflative 
power  Ihall  for  ever  remain  feparated  frona  the 
executive  power:  the  diet  can,  therefore,  ac- 
compliih  the  execution  of  all  its  decrees  by  the 
magifhates  only.  No  part  of  the  executive 
power  lliall  order  any  thing,  or  adt  beyond  what 
has  been  ordained  by  the  laws. 

Art.  II.  The  property  of  the  feudal  right 
fhall  never  be  annihilated,  and  the  fovereignty 
of  the  republic  over  the  feoffee  Ihall  conil^tly 
continue. 

Art.  III.  The  Roman  Catholic  religion  of 
both  rituals  fhall  be  the  conflant  predominant 
one  in  Poland. 

Art.  IV.  The  feceiEon  from  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion  to  fome  other  religion,  fhall  ever 
be  a  crime  in  Poland;  and  he  that  fhall  be  con- 
victed thereof  is  to  be  banifhed  the  kingdom ;  at 
the  lame  time  the  conflitution  of  1775,  with  re- 
gard to  Proteflants^  fhall  be  obferved. 

Art.  V.  The  King  and  queen  of  Poland  mufir 
be  Roman  Catholics.  Should  the  queen  be  of  a 
different  perfuafion^  and  not  abjure  the  fame^  fhe 
cannot  be  crowned. 

Art.  VI.  The  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania 
fhall  remain  for  ever  united  with  Poland,  in 
which  relpedl  the  rights  of  the. union,  and  other 
particular  rights  of  that  province^  fb^  be  pce- 
lerved. 

Art.  VII.  The  incorporation  of  Courland  with 
Crown-Poland  and  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithua^* 
nia^  made  in  15691  befides  all  other  conAitu- 

tions 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY    O^   POLAND.  465 

iionR  xvith  regard  to  that  dukedom,  as  likewife  of 
the  difl:ri6t  of  Pilthen,  Ihall  be  preferved  invio- 
late. 

Art.  VIlI.  It  fhall  be  permitted  to  no  branth 
of  the  public  power,  not  even  to  the  legiflative 
branch,  to  exchange  or  cede  any  poffeffion  of 
the  republic.  Treaties  of  that  kind  are  not  only 
declared  void,  but  every  one  who  fhall  propofe 
them  is  to  be  declared  and  punilhed  as  a  traitor 
to  his  country. 

N.  B.  The  fucceflion  to  the  throne,  according 
to  the  new  conftitutfon,  i§  henceforth  to  be  ac- 
complifhed  by  the  choice  of  the  ftates. 

On  the  7(11  of  February  1 794,  baron  d'Ingcl- 
ftrohm, .  who  had  fuccccded  count  de  Sievcrs  as 
Ruffian  ambaffador  at  Warfaw,  demanded-  of  the 
flates  not  only  the  public  anmilling  of  all  the  adls 
of  the  diets  of  1788  and  179 1,  together  with 
the  form  of  conftitution  then  eftablilhed,-  but  the 
abfolute  furrender  into  his  hands  of  all  papers 
relating  to  thofe  tranfadttons,  tsrhether  in  public 
records  or  in  private  cabinets.  In  confequente 
of  which  was  drawn  up  the  following  adl : 

**  Not  to  leave  pbfterity  any  traces  of  the  or- 
dinary diet  opened  in  1788,  and  afterwards  con- 
verted into  a  revolutionary  diet  on  the  3d  of  May, 
179 '>  we  declare,  by  the  unanimous  confcnt  of 
the  republican  flates  aflembled,  this  diet  as  not 
ha-ving  exifted,  afnd  its  decrees  of  no  effe&. 
The  conftitution,  the  laws,  and  all  the  decrees' 
made  in  the  courfe  of  this  diet,  having  been  the 
caufe  of  every  kind  of  calamity,  and  the  lofs  of 
fhofe  immenie  provinces  which  the  republic  has 
fuffered,  we  anhul,  and  decree  that  they  ftiall 
hot  be  inferted  in  our  code  of  laws :  and  as  this 
diet,  among  other  things,  reverfed  the  few  whith 
forbade  the  choice  of  a  fticceflbr  during  our  life, 
Hb  and 
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and  the  nomination  of  any  one  whatever  fo'  {u6> 
cccd  to  the  crown  of  Poland,  and  demanded  ns^ 
to  agree  to  that  change,  while  we,  rememberings 
the  pa£la  convfnta^  perfiftcd  in  it  hy  energetic  rcr- 
prefentatioBs ;  but,  not  being  able  to  refift  the 
repeated  demands  of  the  diet  then  aiflembledv 
who  had  diipenfed  us,  in  the  name  of  the  whole 
nation,  from  the  fwomt  article  of  the  faSa  cojh- 
venta^  with  regard  to  the  fuccellion  to  ihe  throne^ 
we  obeyed  faithfully  their  declared  will;  we  are 
petfuaded  that  fuch  a  Hep,  which  had  not  in 
view  our  perfonal  advantage,  or  that  of  eur  fa- 
mily, cannot  be  imputed  to  u»as  a  fault',  fiut, 
as  the  illufory  afpc^s  of  the  fanae  diet,  ihftead' 
of  the  welfare^  has,  brought  thegreateft'difafiera 
on  our  republic,   on  that  account  we  promife, 

.^;itli  the  eonfent  of  the  ftates  now  ^embled, 

jthitt  Jirom  this  time  it  fhall  not.be  lawful  either 
ifor  iifi  or  our  iucccflbrs,  without  the  confent  of 

'  tlic  republic,  to  violate  or  weaken  tliis  funda- 
*aental  law  of  the  Polifh  nation." 

Att  order  was  foon  after  iflued  from  the  RuP 
iiaa:  <^oui*  for  the  redu6tion  of  the  Polifh  troops- 
to  16,000  aaen;  xi^any  regiments  oppofed  thi* 
Aieafure^  and  difturbances  broke  out, '  particu- 
larly towards  South  Rruffia,  where  the  infur^ 
gent^  were,  headed  by  MadeVinfky,  a  Poliih  no- 
bleman and  brigadier  of  the  national  troops,  who- 
peremptorily  refufed  to  dlfband  according  to  the 
Utc  order,-  The  fpirit  of  refiftance  rapidly  fpread, 
and  the  capital  was  foon  in  a  ftate  of  fermenta- 

,  tion,  and  affumed  quite  a  military  afpeft,     Fif^* 
teen  thoufand  Ruflmn  troops  entered  Poland;, 

^  general  d'Ingelftrohm  delivered  an  official  docu-- 
iient  to  the  permfflnent  council  at  Warfew,  re- 

.  prefenting  the  danger  which  threatened  the  king, 
amd  j?ccjuefting  the  commiffioncrs  of  the  war  de- 

partment- 
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^rtment  to  fend  a  body  of  Polifli  troops  to  op- 
pofe  Madclinllcy  and  his  army  of  patriots,  but 
this  was  refufed.  To  the  permanent  council  an- 
other official  note  was  delivered  by  general  In^ 
gclilrohm,  to  take  into  cuftody  cveiy  iulpe6led 
pcrfon  without  diftinftion  of  rank  or  fituation. 
Their  anfwer  was  manly  arid  judicious  ; ,  they 
briefly  iaid,  that,  according  to  the  conftitutionai 
l^ws  of  the  republic,  no  Poliih  nobleman  could 
^be  arrefted  without  being  judicially  cdnvi<5led. 

The  number  of  the  patriots  now  increafed 
daily,  and  their  perfcaitiohs  ^nd  •  oppreffions 
roufed  them  from  every  quarter.  ^  •  Thefe  critical 
ipircumftances  called  forth  the  talents  and  exer- 
tions of  general  KosciirsKo,  of  whom  the  ioU 
lowing  brief  account  may  not  be  unacceptable : 

Thaddee  KoscirrsKO  is  about  40  years  of  age, 
of  middling  ftature,  and  of  a  fierce  and  penetrating 
ia(pe6l.  He  was  born  a  gentleman ;  but  his  family 
not  being  in  affluent  circumftances,  he  was  fent  to 
ibe  fchool  of  cadets*,  to  be  educated  for  the  army. 
From  this  fchool  it  has  been  ufual  for  the  kings 
t)f  Poland  to  fend  annually  four  of  its  yoiiths  into 
foreign  countries,  to  perfeft  thcmfelves  in  military 
iadlics,  and  the  art  of  war.  Kofcitilko  had  the 
good  fortune  to  bq  one  of  thefe  fcle<9:ed  youths. 
He  wis  patronized  by  tlie  king,  and  ferit  into 
•France  with  the  beft  reconmlendatidns,  where  he 
iludied  upwards  of  four  years  in  the  military  aca- 
demy of  Verfaillcs,  knd  returned  to  Poland  with 
the  reputation  of  being  a  very ,  Ikilful  engineer. 
Soon  after  this  he  v^as  appointed  to. the  cdmftiand 
of  a  coiripany  of  artillery  in  the  regiment  of  the 
crown,  and  was  looked  up  to  as  a  man  of  cou- 
rage and  eminence  in  his  profeffion. 

•  Sec  p.  304* 

P  h  a  About 


Digitized  by 


Google 


468  HISTORY    OF    POtANPi 

About  this  time  it  was  that  he  captivated  tKe 
affcdions  of  a  young  lady  of  the  firft  family  and 
fortune  in  Poland.  The  lovers  had  contrived 
many  private  interviews,  before  the  parents  of  th« 
lady  had  an  opportunity  of  difcovering  their  con- 
nedlion ;  in  all  of  which  Kofciulko  conduced 
himfelf  by  the  rigid  rules  of  honour  and  virtue. 
He  therefore  conceived  himfelf  warranted  in  mak- 
ing an  open  declaration  of  their  mutual  regard^ 
and  in  ibliciting  the  confcnt  of  the  lady's  friends 
for  an  immediate  celebration-  of  their  nuptials^ 
But  being  a  leading  family  among  the  nobles,  ak 
alliance  with  Kofciuflco  was  deemed  inconfiftent 
and  degrading ;  hence  a  percmptovy  Fefufal  was 
expcrieneed^  and  an  infuperable  bar  put  to  the 
fond  hopes  of  the  anxious  lovers^  Kofciufko^ 
however,  after  fii>ding  it  impoffible  to  gain  the 
confent  of  her  parents^  bad  the  addrefe  to  carrjr 
ofFthcUdy,  and  was  rapidly  purfuing  his  route 
to  France,  when  the  unfortunate  circumftance  of 
their  oarriftgc  breaking  down,  and  no  poflibility 
f)f  having  it  replaced  or  repaired  with  requifitc 
i^ed^  gave  the  enraged  father,  and  a  ftrong  par- 
ty of  rektivesy  aa  opportunity  of  coming  up  with 
them.  Here  a  very  fierce  rencounter  enfued, 
in  whidi  Kofci«fko  was  eventually  reduced  to 
the  unplcafant  dilemma  of  being  obliged  either 
to  kill  tlie  father,  or  give  up  the  daughter.  Hu- 
manity prevailed  even  over  the  force  of  affection. 
He  returned  his  fwprd  peaceably  to  the  fcabbard, 
and  nobly  reftored  tlie  fair  prize  to  his  purfuers, 
tather  than  fpill  the  blood  of  him  who  gave  her 
being. 

The  public  converfation,  in  all  the  upper  cir- 
cles, turning  on  this  event,  and  the  feelings  of 
Kofciulko  being  confiderably  hurt,  he  obtained 
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leave  oF  abfence  from  his  fovereign,  and  went  to 
America.  At  that  period  the  late  unfortunate 
war  with  England  was  carrying  on  with  full  vi- 

four.  Kofciulko  qfFered  himfelf  a  volunteer  te 
V'afhin"  ton,  and  was  honoured  with  an  import- 
ant conlmand  in  his  army.  ,  After  the  peace  lie 
returned  with  the  marquis  de  la  Payette  *o  France, 
where  the  French  officers  who  had  fcrved  in  that 
campaign,  and  Dr.  Franklin,  always  fpoke  of 
iiim  as  a  man  of  equal  magnanimity,  fortitude, 
and  courage,  and  to  whom  America  was  greatly 
indfcbtcd  for  his  fervices. 

Kofriulko  having  thus  acquired  rcputatioa 
abroad,  returned,  with  the  laurels,  to  his  native 
country,  where  he  afterwards  diflinguifhed  him- 
felf in  three  battles  which  prince  Poniatowlkl 
fought  with  the  Ruffians,  at  the  time  of  the  diet 
of  Targowiczj  and  it  is  faid,  that  if  the  councils 
o(  Kolciuflco  had  been  followed  in  that  fhort 
war,  affairs  would  have  taken  a  better  turn. 
When,  therefore,  Staniflaus  found  himfelf  obliged 
to  ceafe  hoflilitics,  Kofciuflco,  dcfpifing  an  inac- 
tive life,  again  procured  leave  to  enter  intoforeiga 
fervice.  He  went  to  Pifa  ip  the  month  of  De- 
x^ember  1793,  where  he  profeffed  himfelf  going 
to  Geneva ;  but,  in  facl,  he  went  to  Paris.  He 
was  there  introduced  to  many  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  convention,  whofe  policy  induced 
them  to  prefent  him  with  ten  millions  of  livres  to 
Itir  up  an  infurredlion  in  Poland,  in  order  to 
•draw  off  the  Pruffian  army  from  adling  with  the 
allies,  and  to  confine  the  attention  of  Frederick- 
William  to  a  different  part  of  the  continent- 

It  is  evident  that  Kofciiilko  made  the  bell  ufc 

both  of  his  time  and  money.     Early  in  Februaiy 

:4ie  found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  confiderable 
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body  of  the  Polifli  infurgents,  and  boldly  at-i 
tacked  the  Pruffians  who  had  taken  poflcffion  of 
their  country.  Thefe  they  drove  before  then> 
from  one  part  to  another,  until  they  came  to- 
Inowlotz,  where  the  Pruffians  contrived  to  retard 
the  march  of  Kofciulko  for  about  half  an  hour, 
by  breaking  down  part  of  the  wooden  bridge ; 
tilt  at  laft  a  party  of  the  Polanders  fwam  acrofs 
the  river,  and  coming  upon  the  rear  of  the  ene- 
my, put  them  to  flight.  They  then  attacked  tl>e 
Ruffian  troops  in  Cracow,  confiftingrof  upward^ 
of  fix  hundred  men,  whom  they  drove  out,  an4 
took  pofleffion  of  the  garrifoTi ;  foon  after  which, 
Tiz.  on  the  24th  of  March  1 794,  Kofciulko  if- 
fucd  the  following  proclai^aation  : 
^^  Dear  Fellow  Citizens, 

*'  Having  been  often  called  to  afSft  in  the  fal- 
ration  of  our  common  country,  behold  I  obey 
the  c^ll — ^but.I  cannot  be  ufeful  to  you,  or  break 
the  cliains  of  flaver}',  if  you  do  not  give  me  fpeedy 
fuccour  1 — Support  me  with  your  whole  forcc^ 
and  fly  ta  the  ftandard  of  your  country.  In  this 
common  caufe  the  fame  zeal  ought  to  animate  usk 
all. 

"  Make  voluntary  facrifices  of  your  wealth, 
ivhich  hitherto,  inflcad  of  being  at  your  own  dif- 
pofal,  was  at  the  will  of  a  defpot. — Furnilh  men 
capable  of  bearing  arms — do  not  refufe  the  nc- 
reflbry  provilions  of  bread,  bifcuit,  &c. — Send, 
liorfcs,  iliirts,  booti,  cloth  and  canvafs  for  tents. 
The  generous  facrifices  made  to  liberty  and  your 
country,  will  receive  their  rccompcnfe  in  the  gra- 
titude of  the  nation, 

"  The  laft  moment  is  arrived,  in  which  det.- 
fpair,  in  the  midft  of  fliame  and  reproach,  puts 
irms  in  your  hands.  Our  hope  is  in  the  contempt 
'■    ■    ■  of 
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^^^haihy  which  can  alone  enable  us  to  ameliorate 
-our  fate,  and  that  of  our  pofterity.  Far  be  from 
\is  that  terror  which  the  enemies,  conibired  agaiijft 
*us,  endeavour  to  infufe  into  our  minds. 

*^The  fifft  ftep  to  throw  off  the  yoke  is  to  dare 
to  believe  ourfelves  free — and  the  firft  jft.cp  to  vio 
^ory  is  a  confidence  in  our  ftrength  ! 

"  Citizens,  the  palatinate  of  Cracow  'affords 
you  a  fignal  example  of  patriotiiin.  It  offers  the 
fiower  of  its  youth,  having  ahready  granted  pecu^ 
niary  and  other  affiftance— rthcir  example  is  wor-  • 
Ihy  of  imitation — do  not  hefitate  to  place  credit 
in  your  country,  which  will  reward  you  well— 
"the  ordinances  iffued  by  the  generals  of  the  pala- 
linate,  and  the  commanders  of  the  troops,  to  fur* 
Tiifh  tlie  neceffary  provifions,.  will  be  placed  to 
the  account  of  imports,  and  will  be  paid  for  in 
the  fequd.  It  is  unneceffary  to  encourage  yon 
before-hand,  becaufe  that  would  appear  to  doubt 
yourcivifm;  the  continued  oppreffion  pradiifed 
by  the  Ruffian  foldiers,  ought  fufficiently  to  con- 
vince you,  that  it  is  better  to  make  voluntary  fa»- 
Tcrifices  to  your  country,  than  to  ^iiake  facrifices 
ty  force  to  an  enemy.  Whoever  in  thefe  circum- 
ftances  dares  be  infenfible,  to  the  urgent  necefli- 
ities  of  his  countrj'^  mu<l  draw  upon  iknfelf  etcr»* 
nal  infamy. 

"  Dear  fellow  citizens,  1  expe6l  every  thing 
-from  your  zeafl— your  hearts  will  join  that  facred 
union  which  is  neither  tlie  wofk  of  foreign  in- 
trigue, nor  of  a  defirc  of  demination,  but  is  folely 
the  effedt  of  a  love  for  liberty. 

"  Wko  does  not  declare  for  us  is  agaittft  us.  He 
who  rcfufes  to  afibciate  with  thofe  ^whp  have 
fwom  to  flied  their  laft  drop  of  blood  for  their 
-country,  is  either  an  enemy,  or  one  who  iS  npu  - 
ter^  and  infuch  a  caf  neutrality  is  a  .crime  againft 
HJ14  .^iviifl^ 
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civifin.  T  have  fworn  to  the  nation  that  the  po^^-f 
ers  intrulled  to  mie  fhall  not  be  applied  to  the  ap- 
preffion  of  the  people.  At  the  fame  time  I  de- 
flare,  that  whoever  adls  againfl:  our  confederacy, 
fliall  foffer  the  punilhment  eftablifhed  in  the  na- 
tional a6>,  of  a  traitor  and  enemy  to  his  country. 

"  We  have  already  linned  by  connivance, 
which  has  ruined  Poland.  Scarcely  has  an  of- 
fence againft  the  people  ever  been  punifhed.  Let 
us  now  adopt  a  different  mode  of  conduft— -and 
let  us  recompenfe  virtue  and  civifin  by  purfuing 
and  punilhing  traitbrs. 

Thaddee  Kosciusko.** 

After  this  proclamation,  the  populace  ^aflcm- 
bled  in  prodigious  numbers,  every  where  fhout- 
ing,  "  Long  live  Kofciulko."  They  then  con- 
ducted him  to  the  town-houfe  of  Cracow,  where 
he  was  prefcnted  to  the  heads  of  the  Polifh  no- 
bility, who  had  aflemblcd  there  to  receive  him. 
By  thefe  he  wa^  formally  invefled  with  the  title  of 
general,  and  made  commander  in  chief  of  the 
troops  collected  for  liberating  Poland  from  the 
Ihackles  of  its  oppreflbrs.  His  troops  then  alfo 
took  an  oath  to  deliver  their  country,  or  perifh  in 
the  attempt. 

To  fuch  a  degree  of  enthuliafm  were  the  Poles 
animated  by  the  cqnduft  of  Kofciulko,  that  his 
nrmy  was  fuperabundantly  fupplicd  with  every  ar- 
ticle neceflary  for  the  profccution  of  holtilc  ope- 
rations. 

On  the  26th  of  March  the  different  corpora- 
tions of  Cracow  aflcm bled  under  their  refpedlivc/ 
banners. before  the  town-houfe,  from  whence  thq 
magiflrates  led  them  on  in  a  proceffion  to  the 
church  of  the  Holy  Virgin,  where  the  Conilitii- 
tion  of  the  3d  of  May,  1791,  was  publicly  rea^ 
^-ith  great  folemnity,  accepted^  and  an  oath  takcn\ 
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to  defend  it.  General  Kofciulko  afterwards  if- 
fued  a  proclamatiori,  exhorting  the  Polilh  fubjedls 
to  refpe<9:  the  dominions  of  the  Emperor,  and 
to  give  no  reafon  of  complaint  to  any  of  the 
fubjedls  of  his  imperial  majeliy.  This  procla- 
mation was  fent  to  all  the  Auftrian  commanders 
and  magiftrates  of  the  frontier  territories,  re- 
quelling  at  the  fame  time,  that  if,  during  the 
troubles  in  Poland,  any  violence  fhould  be  com- 
mitted  on  the  perfons  or  property  of  any  of  the 
lubjedls  of  his  imperial  majefty,  application 
Ihould  be  made  to  the  revolutionary  government 
which  had  been  eftablifhed,  and  which  engaged 
to  procure  an  immediate  and  ample  fatisfa6lioa 
and  indemnification  for  fuch  violation. 

By  this  revolutionary  tribunal  the  chancellor 
Rimiffewlki  and  feveral  other  perfons  of  inferior 
note  were  tried,  convi6led  of  trcafon  againft  the 
nation,  and  executed  in  the  market-place. 

Baron  d'Ingelftrohm,  having  about  this  time 
furroiinded  the  diet  at  Warfaw  with  his  military 
forces,  now/  demanded  that  the  arfenal  ihould  be 
furrendered  to  him.  This  was  bravely  refitted, 
and  notice  being  fent  to  Kofciuflco,  he  on  the 
6th  of  April  fet  out  from  Cracow  on  his  route  to 
Warfew.  His  army  of  regulars  and  artillery 
had  received  a  reinforcement  of  4,000  peafants, 
armed  with  pikes,  fcythes,  &c.  On  his  way,  he 
defeated  6,000  Ruffians,  under  Romanzow. 
The  Polifli  peafants,  driven  to  dcfperation,  gave 
no  quarter.  A  dreadful  carnage  of  the  Ruffians 
was  the  confequence.  Colonel  Woronzow  was 
taken  prifoner,  1000  Ruffians  were  killed,  while 
the  Poles  had  only  60  flain,  and  80  wounded. 
The  defeated  loft  eleven  pieces  of  heavy  artillery, 
and  all  their  ammunition. 

Early 
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Early  on  the  i6th  of  April,  the  RuilSan  am^ 
TxtSstAor  not  only  again  demanded  the  furrender 
of  the  Poliih  arfenal,  but  alfo  that  the  military 
Ihoold  be  difarmed,  and  that  twenty  perfbns  of 
confeqnence  Ihould  be  arrefied^  and^  if  found 
guilty,  pnnilked  with  death.     '  The  king  and 
)>ennanent  council  remonftrated  in  vain.     Prince 
Snlkowlky^  the  chancellor,  being  fent  to  Ingel- 
fbohm  npon  the  occafion,  was  received  with  £o 
irmch  violence  and  infult,  as  tp  throw  him  into 
a  dangeraus  ficknefs,  in  which*  he  remained  a 
confidemble  time.    This  fpread  rapidly  through 
the  city.     The  foldicrs  and  inhabitants  prepared 
fer  wliat  they  expciSed  would  follow.    Tl^  Ruf- 
fians, of  whom  tiiere  were  6000  in  the  city,  at- 
tempted early  in  the  morning  of  the   17th,   to 
take  poilelQoR  of  the  arfenal,  and  difarm  the  gar-* 
fiibii.      A  deputation   immediately  flew  to  the 
ling,  and  requefted  him  to  revenge  the  infult 
offered  to  his  troops  in  the  capital.    He  imme- 
diately anfwered,   "  Go,   and  defend  your  ho- 
Boar  l^  They  inftantly  took  the  loaded  piece  of 
pinnwT,    which  flood  before    the    caftlc,    and 
jnarched  to  the  palace  of  Ingelftrbhm,  who  wa« 
then  in  it.    In  the  mean  thne,  the  people  took 
pofleffion    of   the    arfenal,    armed    themielves, 
^few  ont  the  cannon,  and  aflembkd  a  force  of 
ao,ooo  foldiers,  citizens,  and  inhabitants.     The 
f onteit  began,  and  continued  without  the  leafl 
intcrmiflion  for  eighteen  hours,  when  the  Ruf- 
fians, driven  from  palace  to  palace,  belonging  to 
flrfferent  nobles,  hung  out  the  white  flag,  and  of- 
^ed  to  furrender.    Although  this  was  moft  rea- 
dily accepted,  the  Ruflians  were  fo  treadierou% 
as  to  fire  upon  the  people  afterwards.    This  io  in- 
fxnfed  the  inhabitants^  that  they  killed  all  thp 
^  RufEans^ 
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l^pfliians,  and  fet  fire  to  the  pakces  and  places  of 
their  Ihelter. 

The  Pruffian  minifter  Buckholz  was  detained 
as  an  hoAage^  as  were  ieveral  Ruffian  general  of- 
ficers.- 

.  The  fituation  of  the  king  now  became  alarm- 
ing,  efpecially  fince  the  regency  no  longer  kept 
any  meafures  with  the  minifters  and  other  agents 
of  Ruflia  and  PrufEa,  and  the  people  had  Ihewa 
an  inclination  for  capital  puniihments. 

On  the  24th  eight  members  of  the  regency 
>vent  to  the  king  and  faid,  "  We  are  appointed 
by  the  regency  to  fay  to  yoy ,  Sire,  that  the  peo- 
ple exprefs  gr^at  diftruft  of  your  majefly  be'mg 
ilcfirous  of  quitting  Warfaw  fecretly.     They  fay  > 
that  yeflerday  you  took  a  walk  along  the  Viflula, 
accompanied  only  by  two  perfons,  in  order  to 
prep^e  your  flight  by  water.     We  have  pledged 
our  lives  on  the  falfity  of  thefe  firfpicions,  but 
the  alarms  of  the  people  arc  not  to  be  calmed; 
and  we  beg  of  your  majefly  to  give  us  the  nieans 
of  fatisfying  the  people  on  this  head."    The  king 
xcplied,  "  It  is  about  four  days  fince  I  took  fuch 
a  walk  as  you  mention,  but  it  was  in  broad  day, 
and  without  any  myflery.     I  went  to  fee  the  rafts 
which  were  arrived,  and  to  alk  what  provifions 
they  had  brought  for  Warfaw,  a  thing  of  much 
importance  at  the  prefent  juncture.     I  aflerwards 
went  to  fee  how  far  the  building  of  the  bridge 
was  advanced.     From  thence  I  returned  to  the 
Great  Square  in  full  day,  and  "^companied  not 
by  two  perfons,  but  by  a  crowd  of  people.     Gen- 
,   tlemen,  I  gave  you,  four  days  ago,  my  word  that 
I  would  not  quit  Warfaw — I  reiterate  the  fame 
to  you  now  in  the  moit  pofitive  manner — yrhai 
would  you  more  ?"  Upon  this  anfwer  of  the  ting, 
|he  delegates  replied^  *^  That  for  themfelves,  they 
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were  perfuadedof  his  truth  ;  but  that  the  people's 
diftruft  was  fo  great,  that  fomething  more  than 
this  muft  abfi^lutely  be  done." — "  Say  then  your- 
felves  (replied  the  king)  what  you  think  necef- 
iary."  They  then  declared,  "  That  the  people 
wiihcd  to  hare  fome  one  of  confidence  always  in 
the  royal  apartment,  and  to  follow  his  majefty 
wherefoever  he  went."  The  king  anfvvered,. 
**  This  muft  neceffarily  hurt  me  extremely,  if  the 
diftruft  arifes  from  you  :  but  as  you  fay  the  peo- 
ple can  no  otherwife  be  calmed,  I  do  not  oppofe 
it/'  The  delegates  then  begged  the  king  to 
appear  often  in  the  moft  frequented  places  of 
the  city,  as  be  had  been  ufcd  before  the  17th  of 
April,  which  the  king  promifed.  The  del^atcs 
tlien  mentioned  two  foreigners  who  refidcd  at  the 
Caftle,  and  were  attached  to  the  king,  the  one 
for  near  thirty,  the  other  for  ten  years,  as  much 
fufpeded.  This  intimation  was  highly  relented 
by  his  majefty,  and  he  concluded  the  audience 
with  anfwering  for  the  fidelity  of  all  his  fervants 
TV  ho  refided  at  his  palace. 

The  {dan  of  letting  a  guard  over  the  king  was, 
however^  put  into  execution.  Two  municipal 
officers  accompanied  him  wherever  he  wxnt  and 
ate  at  his  table..  For  this  fcryice,  fourteen  mem- 
bers of  the  munic  ipality  had  bcca  nominated,  who 
relieved  each  otlier  every  twenty-four  hours.  In 
other  relj5e6ts  the  king  was  treated  with  every  outr 
ward  mark  of  dignity,  and  he  ihewed  himlelf  to 
the  people  every  day  by  riding  tlirough  the  ftreeta 
of  Warfaw.  It  will,  however,  be  perceived  by 
this  circumftance,  that  Staniflaus,  the  good  but 
unfortunate  king,  was  a  mere  prifoncr  of  fiate, 
imd  his  life  dependent  on  the  will  of  the  mob. 
The  council  of  regency  Avas  at  this  time  fuprem^ 
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The  king  of  Pruffia  now,  having  detached 
liimfelf  from  the  confederacy  againft  the  French, 
arrived  at  the  head  of  his  anny  in  Poland,  and, 
united  with  the  forces  of  Ruflia  under  general 
Ferfen,*  conceived  that  he  came  but  to  conquer. 

We  may  here  flop  to  contemplate  the  fcene 
which  Poland  at  this  time  prefented  to  the.  view 
of  Europe.     We  perceive  an  honefl  unfophifti- 
cated  people  oppreffed  by  ftrangers,  and  a  vir- 
tuous but  unhappy  prince  ftrugpling  in  the  fame 
toils,  loft  to  his  age   and  ufelefs  to  his  nation. 
Poland,  fo  long  the  vi6lim  of  foreign  politics  and 
venal  ele<Slions,  and  protected  only  by  the  com- 
mon jcaloufy  of  neighbouring  ftates,  became  the 
cafy  prey  of  treaties  and  partitions ;  but  at  length, 
inftead  of  intriguing  and  negociating,  we  behold 
the  Ruffian  ambaffador  give  the  law  at  Warfaw, 
himfelf  a  foldier,  and  an  army  in  his  fuite.    Pruf- 
fia, which  had  fometimes  been  temperate  from 
fear,  and  juft  from  jealoufy,  threw  off  the  raalk, 
and. avowed  that  it  would  divide,  not  defend  the 
territories  of  its  ally ;  an  ally  whom  it  had  long 
deterred  and  intimidated  from  deprecating  tlic 
vengeance  of  Ruffia,  and  fecuring  the  friendfhip 
of  that  turbulent  court  by  conceflions  equal  to  its 
rapacity  and  ambition.     The  houfe  of  Auftria, 
entangled  and  embarrafled  in  a  diftant  and  fan* 
guinary  war,  was  content  to  look  on  with  a  fal- 
len neutrality,  or  to  ftipulate  a  reverfion  and  con- 
tingency in  the  price  of  fo  much  violence  and  . 
iniquity  ;  perhaps,  too,  it  looked  for  a  balance  of 
aggrandizement  in  the  acquifition  of  provinces 
whicli  had  long  been  fevered  from  another  fron- 
tier of  the  empire  by  the  victorious  arms    of 
Louis  the  Fourteenth,     Thefe  views  muft  na- 
turally be   involved    in    impenetrable  myftery, 
till  events  themfelves  ftiall  chace  the  cloud  from 
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before  us;   Poland,  however,  remained  without 
a  friend,  a  protcdkor,  or  an  ally ;  her  bitter  for- 
tune threw  her  in  the  midft  of  enemies,  who  are 
-Ihofe  of  one  another  when  they  are  not  herV, 
and  who  know  no  bond  of  ^peace,  no  interrup- 
tion of  hoftilHy,  but  while  they  plpt  her  ruin,  or 
confummate  the  crimes  of  which  ihe  is  the  vic- 
tim.    Does  the  court  of  Vienna  regret  Silefia,  or 
pant  for  the  re-union  of  Lonraine  and  AUace  ?— 
The  balance  is  to  be  preferved  in  the  Germanic 
body,  by  indemnifying  the  king  of  iPrirfEa  with 
the  ipoils  of  Poland.     Does  Pruffia  covet  the  ma- 
ritime towns  of   Poland? — The  emprefe   muft. 
have  an  equivalent  in  the  interior  provinces  of 
Poland.     And  laftly,  does  fhe  form  a  deiign  to 
become  a  German  power,  or  to  occupy  the  de- 
iightfol  provinces  (k  European  Turkey  ? — ^The 
cojifent  of  Pruffia  is  to  be  bought  with  a  third 
partition  of  Poland.     Poland  pays  every  crime, 
and  feeds  the  inlatiable  maw  of  avarice,  envy, 
and  ambition — "  Indemnify  yourielf  in  Poland'* 
is  the  fpirit  of  every  treaty,  and  the  virtue  of 
every  negociation. 

To  return.  Staniflaus  now  entered  wamily  into 
the  national  caufe,  and  among  the  firft  a6ts  of 
J)atriotifin  fent  one  half  of  his  plate  to  the  mint, 
and  a  thoufand  ducats  to  the  military  cheft;  thq 
other  half  of'  the  royal  plate  was  to  be  expended 
in  gratuities  to  the  families  of  fuch  as  perilhed  in 
the  caufe  of  their  country  during  the  17th  and 
18th  of  April. 

All  parties,  the  king,  the  nobles,  ind  the  peo- 
ple, being  now  united,  it  became  apparent  that,: 
though'  fame  extreme  cruelties,  executions,  anrf 
profcriptions  by  the  revolutiohajry  committee  had' 
led  Europe  -to  fuppofe  that  the  French  furor  had 
feizcd  the  Poles,  yet  the  real  objedl  of  their  pre- 
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lent  exertions  was  widely  difFerent,  and  mt^ 
be  divided  into  two  parts :  tbe  iirfl  wa»,  the  ce- 
covery  of  the  difmembered  provinces ;  the  fecond^  • 
the  perfect  and  entire  re-eftablifkm^it  of  the  Con^^ 
fiitution  of  May  3,  179I9  ^  conititution  o(  ^ 
nature  very  oppofite  to  that  iyfiem  of  equali^ 
which,  in  order  to  level  every  thing,  deibroys 
and  degrades  all  that  is  refpedtabie  in  fodiety. 

It  will  not  be  expe6ted^  and  cannot  be  necef- 
fary,  that  we  Ihould  trace  all  the  viciffitudes  of.the 
campaign ;  the  various  a<5Uons  in  difS^rent  and 
diftant  parts  of  the  kingdom  can  only  be  iatereft- 
ing  in  their  eventual  tendency,  and  would  be  fee- 
dious  in  the  detail.  Prominent  events,  therefoQCy 
are  all  that  we  ihall  record. 

Towards  the  end  of  May  the  Pruffian  minif-' 
ter  at  the  court  of  Vienna  requefted,  on  the  part 
of  the  king  his  mafter,  the  co-operation  of  Aus- 
tria againft  Poland ;  the  Auftrian  cabinet  how* 
ever  anfwered,  that  it  would  do  every  thing  b> 
•debar  the  Poles  from  receiving  any  fuccour,  but 
that  it  could  do  no  more  at  prefent  than  draw  a 
firong  cordon  on  the  PaiMi  frontier. 

On  the  agth  of  the  Cune  month  tlw  proviiional 
council  of  regency  at  Warfaw  ceafed  its  funiSion^ 
and  gave  place  to  a  national  council  in  oonfe- 
quence  of  an  order  from  Kofciulko,  who  furtfa^ 
commanded  that  all  their  deliberations  ihould  be 
fubmitted  to  the  king,  and  that  his  nmjefijr 
fliould  be  requefted  to  communicate  his  opinion, 
to  them  on  all  fubjefts  connedled  with  the  wel- 
fare of  the  ftate.  Notice  of  tins  meafure  wa» 
tranfmitted  in  a  letter  from  KofcicEtko  to  the  king, 
who  returned  the  following  anf^er :" 
^  Mr.  Genefaliflimo, 

^  You  may  judge  yourfclf  of  the  fatisfiwSlion 
1  feel  by  your  letter  of  the  21ft  of  May,  which  I 
5       '  received . 
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received  >thc  2  6 tb  following.  I  have  already  af^ 
fured  you  that  I  never  will  remove  from  my  coun- 
try and  my  nation,  even  at  the  greateft  peribnaL 
rifque  ;  that  I  do  not  delire  authority  or  power 
any  more,  or  longer  than  you  and  the  nation  find 
it  ufeful  to  the  country.  Perfifting  invariably  ii> 
this  determination,  I  have  received,  with  fenfibi- 
lity,  the  information  you  have  announced  to  me^ 
of  having  ordered  the  fupreme  council  to  make  a 
report  to  me  of  all  their  effential  operations. 

"  This  day  Mr.  Prcfident  Zakrzewfky,  ami 
Mr.  Potocki,  formerly  marlhal,  confirmed  to 
me  the  fame  thing  in  the  name  of  the  fupreme 
council  cftablifhed  here  during  yefterday,  and 
they  have  Ihewed  me  what  you  enjoined  in  writ- 
ing to  this  efFeft.  Agreeably  to  your  expedbi- 
tions  and  defires,  I  will  communicate  to  the 
council  faithfully  all  my  ideas  relative  to  the 
welfare  of  the  country.  I  will,  moreover,  con- 
cur conjointly  with  this  council  in  all  the  means 
which  may  affure  the  welfare  of  the  country  and 
the  nation. 

"  Under  the  aufpices  of  Pro^^idence,  let  xts 
all  hope  for  the  common  defence  of  the  inten- 
tions and  works  of  all  of  iis^  who  are  bom  Pa- 
lonefe — fully  and  fincerely  united.  I  Ihall 
employ  myfelf  to  attain  the  propofed  end  by 
co-operating  by  my  example,  and  by  encouraging- 
others. 

«  My  vows  and  wifhes  accompany  you  every 

where ;  and  it  is  from  the  bottom  of  the  moft  fin- 

eere  heart  that  I  give  you  the  affurance  of  the 

.  higheft  efteem,-  and  of  the  affection  that  I  bear 

you. 

(Signed)    ' 

Stanislaus  AtrGwrsTtrs  King."' 

WarfaWy 
May  29,  1794.  la 
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In  this  letter  we  fee  fomelhing  like  mutuaf 
tohfidcncc  reftdred^  and  due  refpeft  paid  ta 
file  regal  power;  bnt  we  have  flill  the  mortifica-' 
tion  of  beholding  degradation  fupply  the  place 
of  tefocA  towards  the  moft  benevolent  and 
patriotic  king  that  ever  added  luftre  to  a  diadem. 
The  fkift  is,  that  a  municipal  officer  Aill  accom- 
panied the  king  all  day  and  llept  in  the  &me 
apartment  at  ni^.  The  king  had  neither  influ- 
ence nor  agency  in  the  affairs  of  the  nation;  and 
with  rtlped  to  military  movemepts,  he  was  not 
permitted  eten  to  afk  queflions.  It  had  been  fig- 
nified  to  him,  that  on  condition  of  his  filence  m 
this  parliculaf ,  he  might  be  afTured  that  every 
mark  of  relpetJl  due  to  his  perlbn  Ihould  be  ob- 
ferved^ 

On  the  15th  of  June  Cracow  itirrendered  to 
the  ftuffian  forces  under  general  Van  Elfner, 
and  on  very  favourable  conditions.  The  people 
at  Wariaw,  however^  were  much  enraged  at  the 
capitulation,  as  there  were  7000  men  in  arms  and 
50  pieces  of  cannon  in  the  garrilbn. 

The  king  of  Pruflia  now  bent  his  courfe  to- 
wards Wanaw,  within  a  final!  difiance  of  which 
place  he  remained  for  a  conflderable  tiQie  with- 
out commencing  any  operations.  A  corps  of 
Rqfiians  alio  was  flationed  in  the  environs  of 
the  capital.  By  a  Angular  dexterity  Koiciufko 
eluded  the  Rruffian,  and  by  a  brave  attack  de- 
feated the  Ruffian  troops,  and  on  the  tith  of 
12th  of  July  entered  Warfaw. 

As  Warmw  has  no  fortifications  a  ficge  in 
form  was  not  neceffiuy  to  the  Pruffians.  Rit  as 
that  part  of  the  capital  which  was  exposed  to 
them  was  covered  by  an  intrenched  camp  of  the 
army  of  Kolciuiko,  it  was  unavoidably  neceflary 
to  attack  it  by  ftorm.    This  attack  was  made  on 
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the  31ft  of  June,  by  a  heavy  cannonadci  and-iii 
the  courfe  of  that  day  feveral  hundred  bqniba 
were  thrown  into  the  city ;  but  a  dreadful  fii» 
being  kept  up  on  the  befiegers  by  day  and  night, 
an  incredible  number  of  lives  were  loft.  The 
iilbe  of  this  enterprize  caufed  much  concern, 
and  excited  a  very  lively  intereft  in  Pmifia,  as 
not  only  the  monarch  but  the  two  ddeft  princes 
fhared  the  toil  and  hazard  which  attended  it* 
The  prince  royal  was  once  in  imminent  danger* 
The  cannonading  having  ceaied,  he  laid  hin^df 
down  to  reft  in  a  barn,  with  orders  to  be  awakened 
at  the  iirfl  Ihot  of  the  enemy.  His  orders  were 
complied  with,  and  the  pnnce  had  no  iboner 
mounted  his  horfe  than  one  of  the  enemy*s  bombs 
burfl,  and  deflroyed  the  bam  in  whidi  the  prince 
hac}  been  lying  a  few  minutes  before. 

Either  frpm  doubt  of  fucceis  in  an  a6hial  at-* 
tack,  or  from  better  motives^  the  king  of  Pruf> 
lia  endeavoured  at  this  jundlure  to  open  a  nego* 
riation  for  a  fuiTcnder  of  the  place.  He  wrote^ 
therefore,  as  fellows  to  his  Polilh  majefly : 

*'  Sir,  my  Brother, 
*'  Tlic  pofition  occupied  by  the  armies  which 
furround  Warfaw,  and  the  efficacious  means 
which  are  begun  to  be  employed  to  reduce  it, 
and  whicl)  augment  and  advance  in  proportion 
as  an  ufclcfs  rcli  fiance  is  prolonged,  ought  to 
have  convinced  your  majefly  that  the  fete  of  that 
city  is  no  longer  dubious.  I  haflen  to  place  that 
of  the  inhabitants  in  the  hands  of  your  majefty : 
a  fpeedy  furreiider,  and  the  cxaft  difdpline  I 
fhaU  Caufe  my  troop*  who  are  deflined  to  enter 
Warfiiw  to  obferve,  will  fecurc  the  lives  and  pro- 
perty of  all  the  peaceable  inhabitants.  A  refiifal 
to  the  firft  and  final  fummons  which  my  lieut. 
.  ^  general 
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general  de  Schwerin  has  juft  addrefled  to^^the 
commandant  of  Warfaw^  will  ineyitat)Iy  pro- 
duce all  the  terrible  and  extreme  means  to  which 
an  open  city»  which  provokes  by  its  dbflinacy 
the  horrors  of  a  liege,  and  the  Vengeance  of  two 
anniesy  is  e^pofed.  If^  undef  the  Girciimftanccji 
in  which  your  majefty  is  placed,  your  ihajefty 
may  be  permitted  to  iiiform  the  inhabifants  <k 
Warfaw  of  this  alternative ;  and  if  they  are 
permitted  freely  to  deliver  it»  I  cati  anticipate 
with  an  extreme  pleafurc^  that  your  majeAy  will 
become  their  deliverer.  Should  the  contrary 
happen,  I  ihall  regret  the  more  the  inutility  of 
this  fiep,  becaufe  I  ihall  no  longer  be  able  to 
repeat  it,  however  great  may  be  the  infextft  I 
take  in  the  prcfervation  of  your  m^jefty,  and 
of  bU  thofc  whom  the  ties  of  blood  and  loyalty 
have  called  around  your  perfon.  In  any  eaie 
I  trult  that  your  majefty  will  accept  the  ex> 
preffion  of  the  high  eileem  w  ith  which  I  am^ 

Sh*,  my  Brother, 

the  good  Brother  of  your  Majefty, 

(Signed) 

PR4  WlLHELM-'* 

Camp  atWoIa, 
Auguft  2* 

The  reply  of  Staniflaus  Augufius  was  as  (oU 
lows: 

^  **  The  Polifh  army  commanded  by  generalilBmo 
Itolciuiko,  feparating  Warfaw  from  yout  ma- 
jefty's  camp,  the  polition  of  Warfaw  is  not  that 
of  a  city  which  can  decide  on  its  iurrendef* 
Under  thefe  cixcumftances  nothing  can  juftify 
the  extremities  of  which  your  majeily*s  letter 
lis  appri2tti 
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apprizes  me ;  for  this  city  is  neither  m  a  fete? 
to  accept,  nor  in  that  to  feftife  the  iummons 
which  has  been  tranfinitted  by  lieutenant-gene- 
ral de  Schwerin  to  the  commandant  of  War- 
law.  My  own  exigence  intercfts  mc  no  more 
than  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  capital ;  bdt 
iince  Providence  ha^  vouchfefed  to  elevate  mc 
to  the  rank  which  allows  mc  to  manifeft  to  your 

Sajcfty  the  fenfiments  of  fratcmitv,   I  invoke 
em  to  move  vour  majefty  to  abanaon  the  cruel 
and  revengeful  ideas  which  are  fo  contrary  to 
-*hc  examples  kings  owe  to  nations,  and  (1  am 
perfuaded  oif  it)  are  altogether  oppofita  to  your 
|>eribnal  character. 

(Signed) 

Stakislaus  AtJousTtrs/"  » 

War&w,  Auguft  3, 

ftofciiriko;  with  an  army  of  40,060  men,  was 
refolved  to  defend  himfelf  to  the  laft  extre- 
mity; but  the  FrulCans  had  carried  fevertl  of 
the  Polifli  redoubts,  and  were  actually  felf-af- 
fured  of  the  cauture,  when  information  was 
brought  to  the  King  that  an  alarming  infur- 
re^tion  had  taken  place  in  South  Pruffia,  that 
defied  all  ordinary  exertions  to  fopprefs  it.  Tlie 
king,  aware  that  without  immediate  relief  the 
'confines  of  Silefia  would  be  in  danger  of  a 
complete  conquefl,  determined  on  raSing  the 
iiege  of  Warfaw,  and  accordingly  moved  to  ah 
advantageous  pofition  near  Raczin,  on  the.  6th 
of  September,  in  order  to  tale  the  mofl  cfFec- 
'tual  raeafures  that  circumftances  might  require. 

At  the  moment  the  intelligence  reached  him, 

the  king  iflfued  a  proclamation  to  the  ihhabi- 

taxits  of  South  Pruffia,  Hating  Ihat  they  had  been 

X  impofed 
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impofed  tipon  by  tnlidious  intriguers,  deiirin^ 
them  to  refill  the  orders  of  the  infurgents,  ana 
offering  a  general  amnefty  to  fuch  as  ihould  TjP- 
turn  to .  their  allegiance.  The  refult  was,  that 
many  perfons  who  had  been  mifled  implored  the 
king's  mercy,  a  force  was  ftationed  there  to  be' 
ready  to  adl  in  cafe  of  future  attempts,  and  the 
king  of  Pniflia  returned  to  Berlin.  Future  hvi» 
torians  will  be  better  able,  to  afcertain  whether  an 
awe  of  Kofciulko's  army  under  the  walls  of 
Warlkw  had  not  fome  efFei^:  on  the  Pruflian  mo* 
narch's  determination  to  retire. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  Kofciufko  refolved  on  tha 
attempt  to  foment  an  infurrcdlion  in  Weft'Prul^ 
iia,  in  hopes  by  that  circumfl'ance,  added  to  the 
troubles  in  the  foutli,  to  divert  dFedtuall^  the 
arms  of  his  Prulfian  majefly  from  the  interior  of 
Poland. 

In  a  Ihort  time  it  became  vifiblb  that  ICoici«* 
uiko  was  intent  on  carrying  thb  war  l^eyond  its 
firft  limits,  and  of  attempting  the  recovery  of 
feme  pf  the  difmembered  provinces,  and  not 
only  of  thofe,  but  even  the  capture  of  fome 
provinces  which  had  been  fubjea  to  the  houfe 
of  Brandenburgh  for  more  than  a  century.  The 
progrcfs  af  the  Poles  in  Weft  Pruflia  was  fuch, 
that  after  the  capture  of  Bombere  by  generaj 
Madelinlki,  not  only  Dantzic,  1norn|  Culm, 
and  Graudontz,  feemed  on  the  point  of  being 
reflored  to  the  republic  of  Poland,  but  there 
was  even  room  to  apprehend  that  the  Poles 
would  penetrate  into  romerania  as  far  as  Stet*' 
tin. 

Kofciufko  now  turned  his  view  towards  Li- 
thuania, and  refolved  on  meafures  for  its  fafety. 
0n  his  way  thither,  having  received  the  new^ 
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of  a  defeat  which  a  corps  of  the  Polifh  army 
had  met  with  at  Brzefc,  on  the  tSth  and  iptfa 
o^  Septcmhcr,  and  that  general  Sqwarrbw  was 
on  his  march  to  attack  Warfaw,  he  refolved  to 
march  with  20,000  men,  and  give  battle  to  that 
general  before  he  Ihould  approach  the  ca* 
pitaL 

He  was,  however,  informed  that  general  Fcr- 
fen  meant  to  attempt'  forming  a  jun<SUon  with 
general  Suwarrow ;  to  prevent  which  Kofciuflco, 
leaving  the  main  body  of  his  army  under  the 
command  of  prince  Poniatowflci,  advanced  with 
^000  men  to  intercept  general  Ferfen.  This  laft 
general  refolved  to  attack  Kofciulko  on  the  loth 
.of  06lober,  when  a  mod  dreadful  engagement 
cnfued.  Twice  the  Ruffians  attacked  with  vi- 
gour, and  twice  they  were  rcpulfcd. 

The  victory  would  have  remained  with  tho 
Poles,  had  thev  contented  thcmfclves  with  hav- 
ing beaten  back  the  enemy ;  but  refolving  to  ptir- 
fue  this  advantage,  they  abandoned  the  favour- 
able polition  which  they  had  taken  upon  the 
heights,  and  advanced  in  their  turn  to  attack 
the  Ruffians.  The  Ruffian  troops  formed  them- 
felves  anew,  fucceeded  in  throwing  the  Poli(h 
line  into  confufion,  which  was  already  a  lit- 
tle in  diforder,  from  their  movement  in  advan-* 
cing  to  the  attack.  The  rout  was  foon  com- 
plete. The  Polilh  infantry  defended  themfelves 
with  a  valour  approaching  to  fury.  The  ca- 
valry fqffijred  Icfs,  and  retreated  in  good  order. 
The  battle  lafted  from  feven  in  the  morning  till 
poon,  and  the  gallant  Kofciulko  difplayed  prodi- 
gies of  valour.  Ever  in  the  hotteft  part  of  the 
engagement,  he  had  three  horf6s  killed  under 
luw.      At  length  a  Coflack,  without  knowing 
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who  he  was^  wounded  him  from  behind  with  a 
]ance.  When  he  fell^  his  attendants,  in  thdf. 
confufion,  raftily  articulated  his  name  ♦. 

Kofciulko  recovered  a  little,  and  made  a  few 
fteps  forward,  when  an  officer,  flrikinz  him  on 
the  head  with  a  fabre,  brought  him  agam  to  the 
ground.  While  he  lay  weltering  in  his  blood  he 
was  approached  by  a  Coflacfc,  who  prepared  to 
give  him  a  mortal  blow ;  but  a  RAilian  officer 
who  came  up  at  the  time  ftayed  the  arm  of  the 
ColTack  ;  upon  which  the  General  exclaimed, 
*•'  If  you  wifh  to  render  me  a  fcrvice,  fuffer  him 
to  ftrikc ;  do  not  prevent  my  death  !"  This  Ruf# 
iian  officer  is  faid  to  have  been  a  general  Chruo- 
zazow,  to  whofe  wife  Kofciulko  had,  fome  weeks 
before,  generoufly  given  leave  of  departure  from 
Warfaw  to  join  her  hufband. 

It  was  foon  difcoverec^  that  this  important  de^ 
feat  was  attributable  to  the  mifcondudt  of  the  Po* 
lilh  general  prince  Poninfki,  who  was  polled  with 
4000  men  to  defend  the  paflage  of  the  Viftula ; 
but  who,  either  from  ignorance  or  treachery,  fof* 
fered  the  Ruffians  to  crofs  tlie  river  without  at- 
tempting to  moleft  them  t  and  when  Kolciuiko 
was  attacked  fi'om  a  quarter  wlicnce  he  had  no 
reafon  to  expe(?k  a  fuq^rize,  the  fame  general 
cpmroitted  a  ilill  greater  fault  in  not  coming  to 
his  affiftance,  though  very  near  to  the  fcene  of 
a<ftion.  The  lofs  of  the  Poles  was  computed  at 
3000  men  in  killed,  wounded,  andprifoners  ;  and 
thisvidory  colt  the  Ruffians  fo  dear,  that  they 

*  KoTcittflco  was  difguifed  in  a  peafant's  drefs,  which  ^e  had 
ocv^  put  offence  the  confederation.     Before  the  battle  in  wkich 

fcdell»  he  had  eiven  orders  to  his  foldiers,  that,  in  cafe  ht  /houLd 
il  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  they  might  flioot  hiin*  Thi.s  was 
actually  attefnpted  by  (bme  of  thetnj  and  bad  they  not,  in  their 
confternation^  pronounced  his  oatne,  he  would  oot  have  been 
to9wa, 

J  i  4  fell 
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fell  back  t^w^rds  Lublin,  inilead  of  aplfft>achH^ 
.Wurfaw  ♦. 

The  misfortune  of  the  army  under  gener^ 
Koiciuiko  excited  univerfal  grief  at  Warfaw.;  the 
Supreme  Council ,  however,  undaunted,  and  finp 
in  their  duty,  published  the  foHowing  addrefs  to 
.the  nation : 

<'  Citizens,  wh«n  you  took  up  arms  with  an 

intention  06  recovering  your  liberty,  and.of  faving 

the  country,  you  folemuly  fwore  before  God,  th^t 

neither  the  greatefi  adverfities,  nor  the  greateft 

reveries,  ihould  fhake  your  fortitude.  Providence^ 

,in  whofe  hand  is  the  fate  of  nations,  has  beeq 

pleaicd  to  try  your  conittancy.    Thaddeus  Kofci- 

.uiko,  whom  you  had  cle^Sted  chief  of  the  armed 

£>roe,  has  jufi  been  made  prifoner  in  a  bloody 

.combat  with  the  enemy..    This  fad /event  cer- 

teinly  fills  your  hearts  with  juil  forrow,  and  your 

/enfibility  is  the  tribute  Hue  to  the  virtue  of  that 

worthy  citizen,  the  victim  of  his  patriotifm.    But, 

citizens,  beware  of  defpair>  and  of  burying  with 

his  fate  the  hopes  of  your  country.     Remember 

the  motto  you  have  adopted,  Liberty  or  Death  ! 

Preferve  tne  fpirit   of  unity,  redouble  your  zeal 

and  coiuage^  and  God  will  ftiU  blefs  the  goodnefi 

of  your  caufe. 

^'  The  Supreme  Council,  promife  you,  that 
they  will  remain  on  iheir  poft  ;  that  they  will  dc* 
fend  liberty  with  you,  or  perifti  along  with  her. 
In  order  to  fulfil  the  duty  prcfcribed  to  the  coun- 
cil by  the  acS  of  infmreiSion,  they  have  appointed 
a  new  fqpreiue  chief  of    the  arined  force : — 


•  The  Emprefs,  to  tcflify  to  ^neral  Suwarrow  her  i«ti«f«^oa 

\v  Ir-- -it       h?  v  ctoryat  Brzefc,  appointed  him  her^id-de- 

f    '  ^    T       f  '  ^  \\\  A    a  V  n  <  f  hill  els,  fet  in  brilh'ants,  of  the  va* 

•    .  wC'tuhic.       h    :>  Ho  permitted  him  to  choofe  a  regi^ 

r     .  y,'\v:,ich  ftpuid  tear  (li^^^xoe  fpr^rrf. 
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^PhomasWawreecki,  lieutenabt-^neraly  has  boe^ 
eleded.  CitizeDS,  you  know  his  excelleot  cba^ 
raider ;  you  are  acquainted  with  bis  dyil  and  mi-- 
•litary  virtues.  TfaeCguncil  hope,  that  you  will 
sot  fufier  yourfelves  to  be  caft  down  by  misfor- 
tune ;  but  tather  tiiat  vou  will  fummon  up  all 
your  firength,  for  the  falvation  of  the  ftate  ;  an4 
4hat,  fupperted  by  your  energy,  you  will  enable 
the  Council  to  maintain  the  ddfence  of  liberty  an^ 
the  country. 

^<  Done  at  Warlaw^  in  the  iitting  of  the  Coi|a«« 
cil,  Oa.  14,  1794-*' 

At  the  lame  time  was  difpatched  the  following 
letter  of  the  Supreme  National  Council  to  Gene- 
raliffimo  Kofciuiko : 

"  The  Council^  in  your  misfortune,  hewails 
thiat  of  the  country  at  large.  They  placed  not  in 
events  that  confidence  whidi  they  hare  never  cea- 
fed  to  repoie  in  your  virtues* — The  duty  of  good 
citizens,  and  your  example,  will  prevent  our  de- 
fpairing  <tf  the  country.  As  long  as  you  ihall  be 
at  liberty  to  addreis  the  Council,  boldly  make 
known  to  us  your  wan0,  and  thofe  of  the  brave 
companions  of  your  efforts,  who  now  partake  of 
your  melancholyiituation.  80  high  is  the  value 
which  the  Council  fet  upon  your  perfon,  that  they 
would  willingly  reftore  to  the  enemy  all  their  pri- 
foners  in  exchange  for  you  ;  and  there  is  not  aq 
individual  in  the  Council  that  would  not  joyfully 
barter  his  liberty  for  your's. 

"  It  is  by  an  uncommon  courfe  of  things,  ge- 
neralfffimo,  that  you  receive  from  your  cotempo* 
raries  that  tribute  which  the  lateft.poilerity  wHl 
one  day  render  you. 

"  Such  are  the  fentimcnts  which  the  Supreme 
Council  charges'  mc,  in  my  <iuality  of  prefident 
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for  the  pefent  week,  to  convey  to  you  ;  and  to 
Ihefe  1  add  the  feelings  of  my  profound  reipcd:. 
*'  (Signed) 
*^  Thaddeus  Dembowski,  Prefident" 

A  few  days  after  this,  a  trumpeter  from  the 
enemy  brought  a  letter  from  Kofciulko  to  the  Su- 
preme Council,  in  which  he  ftated,  that  the  num- 
ber of  officers  taken  prifoners  in  the  adtion  of  the 
loth,  amounted  to  1 25  perfons,  with  five  generals 
belide  himfelf.  He  fpoke  highly  of  the  treatment 
he  received  from  general  Ferfen,  and  the  care 
that  was  taken  to  heal  his  wounds. 

iSoon  after  the  battle  of  Brzefc,  the  Ruffian  ge- 
neral Ferfen  wrote  in  theft  terms  to  the  king  of 
Poland: 

*'  Sire, 
«  The  total  defeat  of  the  Polifli  corps  at  Ka- 
meeh,  the  making  of  a  great  number  of  privates 
and  officers  of  every  rank,  and  above  all  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  and  author  of  the  revolution  of 
1794  (Kofciuiko),  prifoners  of  war,  were  the^&- 
rious  efFefts  of  the  arms  of  her  Imperial  Majcfty 
on  the  loth  of  0<5obcr. 

•  **  Convinced  that  your  majefty  and  the  repub- 
lic of  Poland  have  again  entered  into  the  former 
order  of  things,  I  apply  to  the  legitimate  power 
of  Poland,  by  a  juft  reclamation,  to  demand  the 
liberty  of  the  Ruffian  generals,  officers,  ibidiers, 
and  fervants,  as  well  as  perfons  of  the  diplomatic 
body,  who,  in  contempt  of  the  moft  facred  rights 
of  nations,  have  been  detained  in  the  priibn  of 
the  capital.  I  defire  they  may  be  ikfely  conveyed 
to  the  corps  under  my  command, 

**  *In  the  moft  fincerc  hope  that  tranquillity 
will  one;  mor^  be  r^ftorcd  in  Poland,  and  that  I 

fhall 
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Ihall  in  the  coarfe  of  this  year  have  thehonoiir  of 
perfonally  paying  my  rdpedls  to  your  maje^,  I 
beg  your  majeily  to  condefcend  to  accept  of  the 
anticipated  homage  with  which  I  am,  &c. 

"  BxaoH  F«RSJi»/' 

To  which  infoleht  application  the  king  thus 
replied ; 

«  Sir, 

'^  However  painful  we  find  the  defeat  of  a  part 
of  the  Polifh  army  on  the  10th  of  October,  dpe- 
cially  on  account  of  the  lois  of  a  man  valuable  in 
all  reipedte,  and  whcip  merit  it  has  been  to  have 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  independence  of  his 
country,  yet  it  cannot  ihake  the  nrmnefs  of  thole 
who  have  iblemnly  vowed  either  to  die  or  to  con^ 
quer  for  liberty. 

*^  You  need  not  wonder.  Sir,  if  your  demand 
to  us  of  the  liberation  of  the  Ruman  prifoners 
and  hoflages,  who  icrvc  as  pledges  for  the  Poles 
ieized  by  the  Ruffians,  does  not  meet  with  our 
poncurrence.  If  you  were  to  propoie  the  ex- 
chapge  of  your  prifoners  for  our  own,  I  would 
then  voluntarily  gratify  your  wifhes. 

♦*  Stanislaus,  Rex.'* 

The  Ruffians  now  haftily  advanced  towards 
the  capital,  and  general  Ferfcn  fununoned  War* 
law  to  furrender.  This  fummons  was  incloied  in 
a  letter  to  the  king,  which  he  fent  unopened  to 
the  council.  The  anfwer  was,  as  might  be  ex- 
pelled, an  abfolute  refufal.  At  this  juncture  the 
|k>lifli  genenib  Madelinlki  and  Dambrouiki,  by 
forced  marches,  retreated  from  South  Prultia,  and 
by  fkilful  in»noeuvre9  threw  themfelyes  into^ 
'  Warfdw, 

After 
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ABxar  the  jun(Stk)n  o(ibc  Roilian  corps  of  ge« 
jncrak  Fcarien,  Dernfeld,  and  Dcniibw,  with  that 
of  Suwarrow,  they  proceeded,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  latter  general,  for  Prague,  where,  oij 
the  4th  of  November,  they  made  dilpolitions  for 
operating  a  cruel  change  in  the  lituation  of  the 
PoliiU  inhabitants. 

I'he  fuburb  of  Prague,  fcparated  from  Warfaw 
by  the Viflula,  was  defended  by  more  than  a  hun^ 
dred  pieces  of  cannon,  difpofed  upon  33  batteries. 
St  was  under  the  fire  of  this  terrible  artillery  that 
general  Suwarrow  made  his  troops  momit  to  the 
aflkult,  in  the  fame  manner  as  he  had  done  at  the 
taking  of  Ifmael  *•  He  gave  alfo  general  direc* 
tions  that  not  ^  muiket  fhof  ihould  be  fired,  but 
that  his  troops,  upwards  of  50,000  Bxong,  Ihould 
employ  only,  the  fabre  and  the  bayonet.  Eacb 
column  was  preceded  by  a  body  of  ibldiers  witb 
icaling  ladders  and  fafcines  to  fill  up  the  entrench- 
ments, and  means  to  carry  the  alTault.  But  the 
mrdour  of  the  Ruffians  rendered  tliis  unneceflTary ; 
for  within  1 50  paces  of  the  entrenchments,  a  ge- 
neral cry  was  raifed  at  once  by  all  tlie  colunms, 
and  the  foldiers  in  the  front,  flinging  away  the 
ladders  and  fafcines  that  encumbered  them, 
Jpirung  forward  with' their  comrades  to  climb  the 
wArks  of  the  bcfieged. 

The  centinels  on  the  works  had  but  that  mo- 
ment given  the  alarm,  and  the  cannon  of  the 
Poles  commenced  firing  on  all  fides,  but  with  no 
tiXc&it  as  firom  the  dsurknefs  of  the  night  their  balls 
pajfled  harmlefdly  over  the  heads  of  the;  Rufilians. 

*  Ituvtll  be  recoHc^ed  that  it  was  gmerftl  SuwarfowwlHt  com- 
manded at  the  taking  of  this  Twrkiih  fortrefs,  where  the  Ruffians 
filtered  by  cHmbkiKOver  the  dead  bodies  of  their  comrades  as  well 
15  their  enemies.  The  general  gave  the  fame  orders  in  the  aflauh 
af  the  fuburbs  of  Prague,  and  f  njoined  hi>  iQloiera  to  |^vf  na 
quarter*. 
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fey  gbod  fortune  or  good  conduA,  which  (eldonf 
occurs  in  fuch  operations,  it  happened  that  the 
lix  Ruffian  columns  prefented  themfelves  at  thrf 
fame  moment  before  the  lines  of  Prague ;  fo  that 
the  Polifh  generals,  occupied  at  t)nce  in  all  quar- 
ters, could  not  fuccour  one  place  more  than  ano- 
ther, and  were  unable  to  maintain  an  unequal 
contcft  againft  the  united  attack  of  50,000  men. 

The  cry  raifed  by  the  "columns  penetrated  the 
entrenchments  on  the  lide  of  the  Viftula,  and 
added  fiirthcr  to  tlie  confternation  of  the  Poles 
engaged  with  the  other  columns,  whp,  fearing  td 
be  lurrounded,  were  for  retiring  into  Warfaw 
over  a  bridge.  Here  again  they  were  met  by  the 
6ther  Ruffian  columns,  when  a  dreadful  coliflift 
enfucd,  in  which  a  great  part  of  the  garrifon  of 
Prague  was  miferably  flaughtered.  The  refift- 
ance  was  at  an  end  in  the  fpaoe  of  eight  hours,  but 
the  fun-  of  the  Ruffians  continued  the  mkSkcti 
for  two  hours  longer. 

From  the  windows  of  the  houfes  and  hotels  of 
Warfaw,  the  appalled  inhabitants  were  fpectators> 
at  the  dawn  of  day,*  of  the  mercilefs  flaughter  of 
their  friends,  and  the  pillage  committed  in  th^ 
fu!)urbs,  which  continued  till  the  noon  of  the 
5th. 

The  number  of  unfortunate  Poles  who  pe- 
riflied  by  the  fword,  the  fire,  and  the  water  (the 
bridge  over  the  Viilula  having  been  broken 
goring  the  action),  were  eftimated  as  fbllows : 
Five  thoufand  mm  were  flairi  in  the  affault ;  the 
remaining  50C0  (for  there  were  only  10,000  foU 
diers  in  the  town,  and  the  Ruffians  were  50,000 
Urong)  were  taken  prifoners  or  difperfed.  Aftec 
the  battle  was  ended,  the  Ruffians  proceeded  to 
'difarm  the  citizens,  and  to  plunder  their  houfes* 
When  this  was  over,  and  ten  hours  afler  aM-re- 
liftance 
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fifiance  had  ceaied,  about  nine  o'clock  at  nigbl 
they  iet  fire  to  the  town,  and  began  to  butcher 
the  inhabitants.  The  fick  and  the  wounded  pe^ 
tifhed  in  the  flames :  the  refl^  old  men,  wonien# 
and  children,  fell  by  the  fword.  Nine  thooland 
perlbns  of  every  age,  and  of  either  (ex,  are  com^ 
puted  to  have  faUen  in  the  maflacre,  and  the 
whole  of  the  fuburb,  except  a  few  fcattered  houfe^, 
was  reduced  to  afhes. 

After  this  dreadful  execution,  no  hope  re- 
mained of  laving  Warlaw.  The  principal  chief 
of  the  infiirrediion,  count  Ignatius  Potocki  him- 
iblf,  advifed  to  treat  with  the  Ruffian  general ; 
and  for  that  purpofe  repaired  to  the  head-quar- 
ters of  the  Ruffians  with  proportions  of  peace,  in 
the  name  of  the  republic.  But  count  Suwarrow 
refufed  to  hear  him,  obferving  haughtily,  that  the 
emprefs,  his  fovereign,  was  by  no  means  at  war 
with  the  republic ;  that  the  only  obje6l  of  his 
coming  before  Warfaw  was  to  reduce  to  obedience 
thofe  Polilh  fubje6ls  who,  by  taking  up  arms,  had 
difturbed  the  rcpofe  of  the  ilate.  He  at  the  lame 
time  iniinuated,  that  he  (hould  treat  with  none  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  infurredlion,  but  only  with  peiibn^ 
who,  invcfted  with  legitimate  authority^  fhould 
come  to  fpeak  in  the  name,  and  on  the  part«  of 
his  Polifli  majefty. 

Count  Potocki  being  returned  with  this  anfvver, 
it  was  refolved  to  fend  deputies  from  the  magif* 
tracy  of  Warfaw  to  the  Ruffian  commander. 
During  all  this  time  the  Are  of  the  city  did  not 
ceaie  playing  upon  the  Ruffians  in  the  fuburb  of 
Prague,  who  anfwercd  it  but  feebly.  The  depu* 
ties,  Buzakowiki,  Strazakowfki,  and  Makarowcz, 
having  repaired  to  the  head-quarters,  returned 
about  noon  on  the  5th.  They  had  been  con- 
ibrayied  to  furrendcr  the  city  at  diicretioninto  the 
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haads  of  count  Siiwarrow,  under  theiingle  con^ 
dition  that  the  inhabitants  fhould  be  iecure  in 
their  lives  and  pr<^rty/  The  general,  having 
coniented  to  this,  added,  **  That  belides  iafety 
to  their  perlbns,  and  the  prefcrvation  of  their 
property,  there  was  a  third  article,  -which,  without 
doubt,  tlie  magiftrates  had  forgotten  to  alk,  and 
which  he  granted,  pardon  for  thepaft^ 

The  deputies  being  returned  into  the  city,  a 
proclamation  was  published  to  this  efFedt : 

"  The -deputies  of  the  city  of  Warfaw,  fent  to 
general  Suvvarrow,  commanding  the  Ruffian 
troops  under  the  city,  having  reported  to  tho^ 
magiltracy  that  they  were  received  amicably  by 
his  excellency  ilie  faid  general,  'who  *  had  de- 
clared his  difpoiition  for  a  capitulation ;  and  alio 
that  they  had  obtained  fome  preliminary  articles, 
ligned  by  him,  by  which  he  had  promiied  the 
citizens  Cifcty  to  their  perfons  and  property,  and 
oblivion  of  all  paft  wrongs  :  the  magtiftracy  no- 
tiAes  the  fame  to  the  citizens,  wifhing  them  to 
keep  themfelves  quiet  till  the  entire  conclufion  of 
the  capitulation,  and  that  they  will  ceafe  their 
fire,  his  excellency  having  ordered  his  men  not 
to  fire  on  their  part.'* 

In  conlequcnce  of  this  fubmiflion  of  the  city, 
the  magillrucy  alfo  informed  the  people  of  the 
'  dclire  of  general  Suwarrow  that  all  the  inha- 
bitants fhould  lurrender  their  arms,  of  every 
kind,  betbre  the  figning  of  the  capitulation,  uuf 
der  promife  of  all  arms  of  value,  and  fowling* 
pieces,  being  returned  io  the  proprietors  aflcr 
the  re-eftablifhment  of  tranquillity.  The  inha- 
bitants obeyed  this  order,  but  the  foldiery  then 
in  the  city  refufed.  Their  chief,  Wawrzecki,  and 
many  members  pf  the  fupreme  council,  refufed 
to  take  part  in  the  capitulatiox^ 

This 
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This  ^fHculty  gave  o6(cafion  for  more  porfejrSt 
Which  lafted  all  the  6th.  The  king  demanded  a 
week  to  accomplilh  a  pacification ;  but  count 
Suwtttow  would  grant  no  more  ttian  two  ct 
three  days,  during  which  time  they  laboured  to 
tepair  the  bridge  over  the  Viftula.  In  fine,  it 
was  agreed  that  thofe  of  the  military  who  refefed 
to  lay  down  their  arms  Ihould  have  liberty  to  go 
out  of  Wariaw.  But  the  Ruffian  general  added 
this  declaration,  that  '^  all  who  chofethis  alter* 
native  might  be  fure  of  not  cfcaping  ally  where 
elfe;  and  that,  when  overtaken,  no  quartet 
would  be  granted/* 

After  the  agreement  was  figned,  the  members 
of  the  lupreme  council,  aftd  generaliffimo 
Wawrzecki,  waited  upon  the  king,  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  7th  of  November,  and  remitted  into 
his  hands  the  authority  they  had  cxercifed  in 
Warlaw.  TTic  lame  day  the  magiftrates  inform- 
ed the  inhabitants,  that  the  capitulation  having 
been  figned^  the  Ruffian  troops  were  about  to 
enter  the  city:  that  the  Ruffibm  general  having 
promifed  obfervancc  of  the  moft  exa&  diicipline, 
the  burgcffcs  were  enjoined  to  prrfcrve  order 
on    thdr   part ;    and    the    more    fecurely  to 

Ereferve  tfttnquillitv,  they  commanded  all  t!» 
oufes  to  be  kept  Ihut.  The  general  made  his 
formal  entry  into  Warfaw  on  the  9th,  all  the 
fireets  being  lined  with  Ruffian  troops,  while  the 
tioufes,  even  thofe  of  the  foreign  minifters,  were 
Ihut  up.  The  chief  magiftrate  met  him  at  the 
bridge  of  Prague,  dnd  prefentcd  him  the  keys  of 
Warfaw  on  a  velvet  culhion.^-Suwarrow  received 
the  magiftrate  with  a  grace  that  was  highly  pleaf- 
ing  to  the  citizens.  He  afterwards  received  the 
rompKments  of  the  king,  and  on  the  loth  he  re- 
paired  with  great  pomp  to  the  caftle^  to  p^j  his 
lefpedts  to  his  majefty. 

Major- 
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Major- general  d'IfliniefF  was  now  difpatched 
ib  Peterfburg  with  the  news  of  the  fedu^ion  of 
Warfaw  by  the  troops  of  the  Emprd's ;  tlie  ift  of 
^December  was  fet  apart  as  a  day  of  folemfn  thanlLf- 
giving  to  God,  and  Te  Deum  was  fung  for  this 
important  event. 

"  The  impiety  which  prevails  in  France  (as  an. 
Anonymous  writer  has  obfcrvcd)  muft  ihock  every 
ierious  mind ;  but  what  is  it  compared  with  this 
slA  of  oflcntatious  and  folcmn  blafphemy  !  If  it 
were  poffible  to  fuppofe  that  thofe  who  had  adted 
a  part  in  it  really  believed  they  were  performing^ 
an  aft  of  religion,  how  much  more  dreadful 
would  fuch  religion  be  than  tlie  moft  determined 
Atheifm  ! 

"  Melancholy  and  difconiblate,  indeed,  is  the 
idea,  that  this  world  is  the  fport  of  a  blind  chance, 
and  that  death  will  confign  the  beft  ^and  the 
worft  of  mankind  for  ever  to  one  common  obli- 
vion ;  but  l^ow  much  more  terrible  would  it  be. 
fo  flippoie  the  univerfe  under  the  government  of, 
and  mankind  accountable  for  their  adlions  to,  fuch 
a  god  as  is  worfhipped  at  Petcrfburg  :  to  a  Being 
\vho  is  fuppoied  to  aflift  the  arms,  and  enjoy  the 
triumph  of  powerful  oppreffion  over  peiiccutcd 
virtue  and  innocence,  and  to  delight  in  feeing, 
his  altars  flream  with  the  blood  of  women  and 
of  children,  and  in  hearing  his  praifes  chanted 
by  the  voices  of  murderers,  and  in  the  midfl  of 
theibrieks  and  groans  of  his  vi6lims  !" 

The  Poliih  patriots  who  refufed  to  accede  to 
the.  capitulation  of  Warfaw  took  their  route  to- 
ward Sendomir,  under  the  command  of  Wawr- 
zecki.  Their  number  was  30,000.  In  want 
however  of  provifions,  and  prelied  by  the  Ruf- 
fians and  Pruffians,  they  were  foon  forced  to 
diiband,  after  fpiking  eighty  pieces  of  cannon. 
Kk  The 
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The  Pruffian  general  Kleift  took  twenty^finO 
pieces,  nineteen  waggons  of  ammunition,  and 
3000  Aand  of  arms.  The  remainder  of  the 
Boot}'  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Roilians.  A 
dorps  of  6000  men  ftill  remained  under  Wawr- 
zccki,  who,  accompanied  by  the  generals  Mada- 
lin(ki,  Dombrowlki,  and  Zajonczek,  the  chan* 
cellor  Kallontai,  the  preiident  Zakrzewfki,  and 
fcverat  other  members  of  tlie  fupreme  council^ 
took  the  route  toward  GalUcia. 

The  utmoft  tranquillity  was  ibon  efiablifhed  in 
the  city  of  Warfaw,  by  means  of  9000  Ruffians^ 
who  were  conftantly  on  guard,  18,000  in 
l^rague,  with  all  the  artillery  of  the  infurgcnts, 
and  10,000  in  the  fame  polition  on  the  ViAula, 
which  was  occupied  by  Kofciufko,  during  the 
iiegc  by  the  Pruffians.  All  around  the  city  bat- 
teries vn^e  ere6ted  with  cannon  pointed  at  the 
city,  to  keep  it  in  liibmifiion^  whatever  event 
might  happen. 

Kofciu&o  had  been  all  this  time  under  furgical 
alMance  at  Ufzeylack,  where  the  Ruffians  ihew* 
ed  ev^  attention  to  the  care  of  his  wounds. 
Madame  Chmozazow,  wife  to  the  Ruffian  grae- 
ral  of  that  name,  who  had  herfdf  been  focmeriy 
&t  at  liberty  by  the  orders  of  Kofciufko^  was 
very  fcrviced^ble  to  him  by  her  kind  and  peribnal 
aifiduities.  He  was  now  ordered  to  Petariburg, 
and  the  efcort  appointed  to  convey  him  thither 
cpnfified  of  two  pulks  of  coflacks^  each  polk  con- 
iiiling  of  500  men,  one  of  which  formed  an  ad- 
vance", afld  another  a  rear  guard  to  his  coach,, 
having  two  cannons  each. — In  the  coach  with 
Kofciufko  were  one  major  and  two  other  c^ceis, 
and  between  the  two  pulks  were  conduced  yioo 
Polifh  prifcmers,  togethcv  with  tiieir  officers.     It 
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ii  imdcrftood  that  this  brave  mas  is  naw  confined 
in  a  fortr^s  near  the  Rfiffiaja  capitat. 

It  h  not  doubts  that  an  application  has  been 
Inade  from  the  national  council  at  Warfaw  to  the 
Ottoman  court,  for  its  interference  to  prevent 
the:  final  difmeinberrQent  of  Poland  ;  but  of  the 
fuccefs  of  this  application  there  is  at  prefent  no 
litobability.  On  the  contrary,  fome  meafures 
feem  to  have  been  already  taken  toward  tliat  de- 
fign  ;  for  about  the  middle  of  December  the 
Auftrian  captain  Thel  was  difpatched  to  Vienna 
-  by  general  Suwarrow,  witli  an  account  of  an  ar- 
rangement made  by  the  Ruffian  Emprefs  of  the 
territories  of  Poland.  The  houfe  of  Auftria 
having  gained  thefe  pofTefiions  without  the  trou- 
ble of  fighting,  appeared  fo  well  fatisfied  with 
the  difpofition,  that  captain  Thel,  for  having 
been  the  bearer  of  tlie  tntdUigeisce,  was  advanced 
to  the  rank  of  major,  jaoid  colooel  FJeifcher,  of 
the  ctat  major,  is  ihortly  to  fet  out  for  ppla^, 
in  order  to  a&ertain  the  lijae  c^  denMurkatian. 
The  Auftrian  acquifitions,  k  as  rbmoured,  a^pe  to 
confift  of  five  provioi^s;  the  palatinates  of 
Chelm,  Sendomir,  Lublin,  Cracow,  and  Halies^ 
Ibmetimes  called  Pokucie-  One  thing,  however, 
feems  to  embarrafs  this  difl:ribution,  which  is, 
that  the  Pruflian  troops  Hill  remain  poflTefled  of 
the  palatinate  of  Sendomir,  or,  if  not  actually 
in  pofleffion,  are  encamped  upim  its  frontiers. 

It  might  reafonably  have  been  hoped  that  the 
tnileries  of  this  diftracled  country  ha4  been  now 
at  an  end.  The  humble  fubmiffion  of  the  pa- 
triots to  thofe  who  had  robbed  them  of  their  li- 
berties, it  might  have  been  expedted,  woidd  have 
difarmed  them  of  their  vengeance ;  but  on  thtf 
aoth  of  December  a  courier  arrived  fforti  the  Em-* 
prefi  to  general  count  Bu!^hoerden>  governor  of 
Kk2  WarfaW; 
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Warfaw,  with  orders  to  arreft  and  fend  under «a 
ftrong  efcort  to  Petcrfburg,  count  Ignatius  Po- 
tocki ;     the    former    prefident,     Za&rczcwlky ; 
Kilinlki,  a  revolutionary  colonel ;  Kapoftes,  a 
merchant,  member  of  the  fupreme  revolutionary 
council,     and'  minified  of   finance ;     and  Le- 
buchewlki.     The  fame  meflengcr  brought  alfo 
a  letter  from  the  emprefs  to  the  king,  inviting 
(or,  as  fome  accounts  ftate,  peremptorily  com- 
manding him)  to  quit  his  capital,  and  to  repair 
to  Grodno ;  and  on  the  7th  January,  1 795,  his 
majefty  fat  off  in  obedience  to  the  fummons. 
What  her  purpofe  is  in  this  meafure  cannot  cer- 
tainly be  known.     There  is  an  appearance  of 
cruelty  however,  independent  of  the  mortification 
to  royal  dignity,  in  thus  compelling  a  king,  worn 
out  with  age  and  an  impaired  conllitution,   to 
the  fatigue  at  this  inclement  feafon  of  fo  long  a 
journey.     But  firom  every  appearance^'the  life  of 
this  excellent  man  and  monarch  promifes  a  ihort 
duration.     The    wretched   fi:atc    in   which  hfe' 
country  is  involved  has  deeply  zffe&ed  him^  and 
will  mofi:  probably  accelerate  his  departure  to  the 
tomb. 


THE    END. 
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145,  146. 

Gnefu0^  the  Metropolitan  cijty  of  Poland,  24.  Its  archbifliop 
the  head  of  the  republic  du'rii^g  an  interregnum,  or  any 
temporary  abieace  of  the  king,  ibid. 

^ortcy  Baron,  his  charader,  194.  His  proje6l,  295,  Is  arrelted 
at  {)ie  Hague,  and  imprifoned,  29  j^  296. 

Grack^  or  Cracu^'  king  of  Poland,  8i«  Founds  Cracow, 
ibid.  \  ' 

Grodno  dcfcribed,  40* 

'Cufiavus  Adolphus;  fon  of  tb^  ufurpcr  Charles,  duke  of  Su« 
derland,  fucceeck  his  father  on  the  throne  of  Swedeti, 
143.  His  irruption  into  livonia,  and  conquefts,  ibicL 
Slain  in  the  battle  of  Lutzen,  1 53. 

Gufiavus  j^Charles)  king  of  Sweden,  conquers  the  greateil  p^rt 
of  Poland,  163..  Takes  Warfaw,  164.  Is  defeated  fay 
the  Danes,  and  dies  with  vexation,  167.    ■ 


a 

fjedtkilga^  daughter  of  Lewis  king  of  Poland  and  Hungry, 
eie^ed  to  the  throne  of  Poland  on  certain  conditions, 
10 1.  Is  averfe  to  the  propofats  of  marriage  made  to 
her  by  Jagbellon,  duke  of  Lithuania,  102.  Entertains 
a  paffion  for  the  duke  of  Auftria,  ibid.  Has  fecret  in- 
terviews with  this  prince,  which  difgufts  the  Poles,  ibid. 
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ConfentB  at  h&  to  an  iotenriew  with  J^hellon,  9Uld1)c^ 
conies  enamoured  of  him,  103. 
flrmy  of  Valoii  of  Anjou,     See  FaUfis, 


J- 

P^^gbeilmi^  duke  of  Lithuania,  fends  a  magnificent  embaiiy  to 
demand  the  young  queen  Hcdwiga  in  marriage,  zoi. 
Is  confidered  with  averfion  by  Uie  queen,  who  is  in 
love  with  the  duke  of  Aulliia,  lox.  Advances  to* 
wards  Craeow  with  a  numerous  army,  103.  Is  with 
great  difficulty  introduced  into  the  prefeoce  of  the 
queen,  «who  conceives  a  paffion  for  him  at  the  firfib  in* 
terview,  ibid.  Is  eleded  king  of  Poland,  with  which 
he  incorporates  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania  and  other 
dominions,  ibid.  Converts  his  Pag?m  fubjeds  of  Lh> 
thuania  toChriflianity,  104.  His  militalry  actions  againft 
the  Teutonic  knights,  and  his  death,  106. 

yrwr,  Polifh,  account  of,  56. 

/MgeJ/ircbm,  ambalTador  from  Kuffia  at  the  court  of  Poland,  hia  - 
arbitrary  condud,  465  to  474. 

Interregnum  after  the  death  of  John  Sobielki,  %%o  to  i|^6« 

John  Altiert.    Sec  AUfert. 

T— *  Cafimir.     See  Cajimir  V, 

V—  Sobiefki.     See  Sohi^L 

^uHany  the  pope's  legate,  prevails  on  Ladiflans  V.  to  violate 
his  treaty  with  Amurath,  emperor  of  the  Turks,  lojr. 

K. 

KamtMiec^  the  bifhop  of,  his  plan  for  reformihg  the  Poliib  coin 

Aitution,  3J9. 
Klckij  f^aroft  of  Lemberg,  his  remarkable  fidelity  to  hit  fo^ 

vcrcign,  and  the  reward  of  it,  333,  note. 
King  9f  Poland^     his    finances,    12.       Military  fcnrc,     13.- 

Titlcs,  16.    Authority  and  nature  of  his  office,  6o< 

See  Poland. 
JCiowy  bifhop  of,   arrefted,  and  fuffers  five  years  imiH^ifon<« 

ment,  309. 
Kmuhijki  (Bogdan)  general  of  th«  Coffacks,  his  extraidiion  and 

manner  of  lite  before  his  promotion,  15^.   Uisrigo* 

rous  treatment,  156.   His  chara£ter  and  great  anions, 

ibid.    Gains  great  victories  over  thePol^  ic;-  160. 

Enters  into  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  king  of  Pofamd, 

16  !•    Obtains  a  pardon  tor  bis  rebellion,  i6i. 

'         KoMg/^ 
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M'^hifmitrf  (Countefs)  employed  by  Avgufttis  II. to  medtatp  n 
peace  \»ith  Charles  l^iog  ot  Swed<:n,  who  rel'uies  to 
fee  her»  263. 

JSr«/;s/^/ attempts  to  aiTaffinate  king  Staniflaus  Auguftus,  313. 
Abandoned  by  his  confederates,  he  relents,'  preferye^ 
the  king,  and  <coodu6^8  hioi  to  a  place  of  iafety,"  320, 
How  provided  for  by  his  majefty,  334. 

K^^iHJhi  Thaddee,  ipcmoin  of,  467.  AiTuines  the  chief 
cpnunaodof  the  army,  4^0.^  pefeated  and  ^^ei^  p# 
•  foyier,  48^^. 


I- 

f^adijlaufy  king  of  Poland,  94, 

«—» 11.95. 

III.  97. 

-r IV.  ibid. 

■  ..!■.  V.  fucc^ds  ^is  father  Jaghellon  on  the  thrM^ 
of  Poland,  106.  Elected  king  of  Hungary,  ibid.  Re?- 
corers  feveral  places  from  the  Turks*  b\it  violates  j| 
treaty,  107.    Hit  death  at  the  battle  of  Varna,  ibid. 

y  ■   .,1     ■!  VL  king,    151.     Gains  a  great  vi£tory  oyer  thc/ 
Rtiffians  and  Turks,  152*    Concludes  an  advanpigeouti 
freaty  with  Chrrftina  queen  of  Sweden^  xc^.    War 
with  the  Coflacksy  1 54.    Hit  forces  defeated  by  thenit 
*     !$;•    Hisdeadi,  itjb. 

Lan^on^  the  fortrefs  of,  defcribed,  36.  Curioui  fid)teiTane- 
ous  p^flage  there,  account  of,  37. 

Uinguagey  Pplifh,  whence  derived,  2^* 

Latin  univerfally  fpoken  in  Poland,  ibid* 

J^arninp^  ftate  of,  •<:•  Much  indebted  to  the  patriotifm  of 
Staniflaus  Auguftus,  ibid* 

f^idtj  or  Lechty  the  firft  prince  of  Puluid,  79. 

II.  fovereign  of  Poland,  8i.  Caufes  his  elder  brother 
to  be  fecredy  deftroyed,  ibjd.  How  deierted  and  pu« 
niflied,  82* 

, ra.96. 

f^eefoldy  emperor  of  Germany,  alienates  the  affeftions  oF  the 
Hungarians  from  himfelf  by  his  rigorous  treatment, 
x87«  Endeavours  to  prevent  the  ftorm  he  had  raifed, 
x88«  Flies  with  the  emprefs  from  Vienna,  192*  Re- 
turn$  to  that  city,  and  behaves  in  an  imperious  manner 
to  John  Sobiefkt,  king  of  Poland,  by  whofe  arms  his 
dominions  had  been  laved,  i97« 

J^fTsedt^  his  ignoble  artifice  to  obtain  the  crown,  85.    How 
puniflied,  ibid» 
'  Xefah 
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Lefz.ko   I.  fovcrcign,  83. 

,p  II.  elected  king  in  a  remarkable  manner,  85.    His  t%* 

traordinary  character  and  condud,  ibid. 

^HI;86.    . 

.. IV.  90. 

i««;/V,  king  ef  Hungry,  crowned  king  of  Poland,  •  ipo. 
Juihemm  Veto^  what,  65.    When  introduced,  160. 
'Lithuanians^   an  account  of  their  Pagan  Aiperftitions,    104. 
*  Converted  to  Chriftianity  by  Jaghetlon,  105. 

f,9rrain^  the  duke  of,  defeats  Tekeli,  general  of  the  Hungariai^ 

malcontents,  194.    Joins  John  Sobieiki  in  railing  the 

fiege  of  Vienna,  ibid. 
Isuiavfii  attempts  to    aflafTinate   king   SjtgntflaiUs  Auguftos. 

313,  &Cf    Ex^uted,  323. 

•  M, 

^Manners  of  the  Poles  chara^erifed,  t8. 
Marjbal  (Grand)  of  Poland,  his  office,  62,  67. 
Maximiliaw^  emperor  of  Germany,  elefted  king  of  Poland,  bat 
fupplanted  by  Stephen  B^tori,  and  dies,  11 8. 
■  ■  I    ■  Ardiduke  of  Auilrici,  eledied  king  of  Poland  hf  9> 
faction,  121.    Is  defeated  and  taken  prifoner  by  Za« 
.  nioiikiy  122*  Quits  his  preteniions  to  the  crown,  i»3. 
.  MUhoiL    See  Wie/nowijki. 

Micijlaus^  fovereign,  90.    Converted  to  phriftianity  by  T>at% 
browka>  bis  wife,  il^d. 
II>  91. 

m.95: 

Military  force  QiVo\2iXiA^   13. 

Mnft'ovy^  ftrange  revolutions  in  that  empire,  i«8,  &c. 
Mtfftaphay  Grand  Vifir,  his  mifcondndt  at  the  liege  of  Vienns^ 
195,  196.   Is  Itrangfed  by  ordjsr  of  the  Sultan,  201, 


N. 

l^ame  of  Poland,  derivation  of,  6. 
NohUs^  who,  44.  Their  privileges,  4c. 
Nuntias  (PoliflO  their  office,  62. 


p. 

Or/Z^-J  of  knighthood,  17.  ^ 

O/wjy,  ^  paffagefrom,  applied  to  the  oppreffori  of  Poland,  4, 

V.PaO^ 
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P. 


PaHa  Cotivenia^  what,  63,  note. 

Palatines  of  Poland,  their  power  and  (lation,  6i. 

Partition,    See  Difmemhenkent* 

Patkul  (CouiU)  delivered  up  to  Charles  XII.  by  Auguftus  II, 
s82.    His  unhappy  end,  ibid. 

PeafantSy  how  dillingu idled,  51.  Their  lamentabie  fubjedHon^ 
ibid.     Freedom  granted  to,  54, 

Perfons  of  the  Poles  defcnbed,  17. 

Petir  Alexiowit%^  czar  of*  Mufcovy,  befieges  Narta,  258. 
Carries  off  a  convoy  of  the  Swedes,  285.  Defeats  the 
king  of  Sweden  in  the  battle  of  Pultowa,  288.  His  in* 
tervicw  with  king  Auguftus,  ago. 

Piajt^  king  of  Poland,  miraculous  accounts  of  his  elevation 
from  a  cottage  to  the  throne,  89. 

Poland.  Its  boundaries  and  extent,  i.  Rivers,  ;,  Lakes,  6. 
Air  or  ditiiate,  ibid.  Face  of  the  country,  and  deriva- 
tion of  its  name,  ibid.  Soil  and  prodi^ce,  7.  An  ih* 
flammable  fpring  defcribed,  ibid.  Its  vegetable  and 
animal  productions,  8.  Population,  10.  «  Commerce, 
ibid.  Finances  and  taxes,  12.  Military  force,  23.  Arms 
of  the  kingdom,  ibid.  Titles  of  the  king,  ibid.  Orders 
of  knighthood,  17.  Coins,  ibid.  Pterfons  of  the  Poles, 
ibid.  Manners,  18.  Drefs,  19.  Cufloms  and  Di- 
veriions,  2t.  Religion,  22.  Arcbiflioprics  and  bifliop- 
rics,  24.  Language,  ibid.  State  of  learning  there,  25. 
Univeriities,  26.  Antiquities  and  curioiities,  natural 
and  artificial,  27.  Remarkable  falt-mines  of  Wielitfka 
minutely  defcribed,  28.  Chief  cities,  &c.  Warfaw,  33« 
Cracow,  34.  Fprtrefs  of  Landlkron,  36.  Grodno,  40. 
Dantzic,  41.  Ciafles  of  people  difcriminared,  44.  Con* 
imitation  and  government,  58.  Place  and  mode  of  regal 
cicAion,  70.  History:  its  fovereigns  ufually  con- 
fidered  under  four  claflcs :  I.  Of  the  houfe  of  Lef%ko^ 
A.  D.  550.  Leek  or  Lecht,  79.  Wiflimir,  80.  Grack 
orCracus,  81.  Leek  IL  ibid.  Vanda,  82.  Premiflaus 
or  Lefzko,  83.  Lcfzko  II.  85.  Lefzko  III.  86.  Popiel  I. 
ibid.  Popiel  II.  87.— II.  Of  the  family  of  Piaji,  A.  D. 
840.  PiaiV,  89.  Ziemovitus,  90.  Lefzko  IV.  ibid. 
Zemomiilaus,  ibid.  Miciflaus,  ibid,  fioleilaus  the 
Great,  ibid.  Miciflaus  II.  91.  Calimir,  93.  BoleflausII. 
ibid.    Ladiflaus,  94.    Boldlans  III.  ibid.   Ladiflaus  II. 

95.  Bolcflaus  IV.  ibid.  Miciflaus  IIL  ibid.  Cafimir  IL 

96.  Leek,  ibid.  Ladiflaus  III.  97.  Boleflaus  V.  ibid. 
Premiflaus,  ibid.  Ladiflaus  IV.  ibid.  Cafiniir  III.  or  the 
Great,  (^B.-^lllrOf  tJkefamify  of  Ja^hellon^  A.D.  1370. 
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LeiVis  king  of  Hunpry,  loo.  Hedv^iga,  tot.  an<}  jitg^ 
hellon,  103.  Ladiflaus  V,  106.  Cafimir  IV.  107.  Johrt 
Albert*  109.  AlexandcXy  ibid.  Sigifmond,  no.  Si^ 
gifmond  11.  and  Auguiiusy  1 13. — IV.  Sovereigns  ofdif-> 
ferent  families^  A.  D.  IC74.  Henry  of  Vaiois,  11  $« 
btepben  Batori,  ii8«  Sigiunood  III.  lio.  Ladiflaus  Vi. 
Ijt.  John  Cafimir»  159*  Michael  Wiefiibwiflcif  17). 
John  Sobieiki,  i8z.  Auguftin  II.  a  $6.  iepofed^  97  k 
Staniilaus  LeCzinikl>  ft7^.  Auguftus  II.  refiored^  29U 
Auguftus  III.  500*  Staniflaus  Auguftus,  303.  Paititiois 
of  Poland)  333.  Furthm:  diimemberment,  433.  Again 
Subjugated,  496. 

foUgnac  (Abbe  de)  his  condud  in  Poland  upoii  the  death  ot"* 
king  Sobiefki,  ^24.  Propofcs  the  prince  df  Contl  as  a 
candidate  for  the  crown  of  Poland,  idS.  His  tefnon< 
Frances  to  the  Poles  to  diifuade  them  from  chuilng  tb^ 
elector  of  Saxony,  237,  a^ft. 

fdijb  'wmen^  their  difhonourable  treatment  of  their  buibands 
during  a  Ruffian  war,  94. 

Feiiticf  of  the  thr^e  confederated  northern  powers  developedi 

477- ' 
PQmnJki^  his  profectttion  for  Ugh  crimes  and  mifdemtanors, 

366. 

Popiel^  fovereign  of  Poland,  86.  His  eharaftcr,  lbid« 
*  II.  ftfcceeds ;  hts  in&nous  chara&er,  87. 

PopuUticn  of  Poland,  (late  of,  confidered,  10. 

Pojppliie  of  Poland,  how  compofed,  15. 

F^iacki  (Count)  his  plan  for  reforming  thePoliihconftitutioo^ 
359. 

Prague  captured,  and  lacked  by  the  £uffians  under  General 
^uwarroikr,  493. 

Premiflaui^  or  Lefzko,  raifed  by  his  bmvery^om  the  ftation 
of  a  private  foldier  to  the  throne,  83. 

»      .    -11,  king,  97. 

PrQduBitms^  vegetable  and  animal,  of  Poland,  S. 

Prujjia^  the  kitig  of,  invades  Saxony  and  expels  Auguftus  Itir 
301.  Writes  a  letter  of  friendflib  to  Staniflaus  Anguf« 
tuS)  congratulating  him  on  his  eicape  from  aiTaffinatioo^ 
397.  In  the  following  year  confederates  with  Kuffial 
and  Auflria  to  divide  and  di&iember  Poland,  ibid« 
Guarantees  the  independency,  liberty,  and  fectirity  of 
that  country,  349.  Poland  bebomcs  dependent  on  tbtf 
ple^dtifc  of  thjit  monarch,  357.  A  treaty  of  defence 
and  alliance  between  Pniffia  and  Poland,  3  j8.  The  king 
demands  the  furrendef  of  Dantzic  andi  Thorn,  365. 
Diclarcs  himfelf  fathfied  mDtth  the  new  cpnfiituiion  odepieA 
If  th$  P»U$  \\\  1 79 1,  yf^    Hi?  flagrant  dereliAion  of 
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his  gaaranty  on  a  fubfequcDt  invaCoa  b^  RufSi*  tud  his 
4kciarati9My  that  the  Ufe  revoluti0m  voas  vjtthntt  bis  privity 
mr  c^mcurrencty  413.  Further  inilance  of  duplicity,  4m  i • 
Invades  Poland,  4»4.  Further  difmcnbers  Poland,  433. 
Again  invades  Poland  m  conjundion  with  the  Ruffians, 

477- 
Pulafiiy  a  PoliKh  nobleman,  confpires  againft  the  life  of  king 

Suniflaus  Auguilus,  313,   His  deatli,  3*4,  mtte. 

R. 

ttagoffltiy  prince  of  Tranfylvania,  declares  for  the  Swedes 
againft  the  Poles,  164.  Is  defeated  and  dies  of  his 
wounds,  1 66. 

ReUgioHy  national,  z%. 

Republic  of  Poland,  when  firft  eilabliihcd,  8o. 

SUiftn  of  Poland,  5. 

Rixa^  regent  during  the  minority  of  Cafimir,  her  imperious 
condudl,  9», 

Mufiuy  the  troops  of  that  power  enter  Poland,  and  violently 
interfere  in  the  proceedings  of  the  diet,  308.  The  em« 
prefs  of,  confederates  with  Priiifia  and  Auftria  to  divide 
and  difmen:iber  Poland,  327.  Her  troops  invade  Po- 
land, 352.  Another  invasion  by,  to  overturn  the  new 
conftitution,  398.  Further  difmemberment  of  Poland 
by,  433.  Again  invades  Poland,  466.  RuiRan  ambaf- 
lador  demands  ihe  I'urrcnder  of  the  arfenal  at  VVariaw, 
and  the  imprifonmcnt  of  certain  deputtes,  both  Which 
demands  are  refufed  with  undaunted  bravery,  and  lie  is 
driven  with  hi^  troops  from  the  capital,  474.  War 
commenced,  ibid. 

S. 

Salt-mififs  of  Poland,  flriking  objefe  of  natural  curiofity,  27. 
Thofe  of  Wiclitlka  minutely  \lercril)cd,  28. 

Senate.    See  Diets. 

Shakfpcare,  a  paflage  from,  applied  to  the  opprefTors  of  Po- 
land; 5.     • 

Sieversy  the  Kuflian  ambaffador,  furrounds  the  diet  with  an 
armed  force,  and  extoits  from  it  a  confent  to  the  fur- 
ther difmemberment  of  the  provinces,  4$2. 

Si^i/mondy  king  of  Poland,  no.  Reforms  abufes  in  the  go- 
vernment, ibid.  Obtains  great  victories  over  the  Ruf- 
fians, Wallachians,  and  Moldavians,  ui*  His  death, 
112.  Obfervations  of  Mr.  Coxe  on  thexeignof  this 
prince,  ibid. 

3  Sigi/m4Md 
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tigifmhnd  IT.  (Augiiftus)  crowned  king  of  Poland,  iij*  Irrt*' 
proves  his  dooiinions  by  the  arts  of  peace,  and  by  hW 
wiidom  and  moderation  on  the  fubjcdt  of  religious  dif- 
ferences, ibid.  The  Jaghellon  line  extinct  by  his 
death,  X14. 

-t—— III.  king,  1*0.  Is  crowned  king  of  Swedeiy,  lia.  De- 
clares Charles  duke  of  Suderland:  regent  of  that  king* 
dom,  who  abufes  his  authority,  laj.  Deprives  Charles 
of  that  dignity,  ibid.  A  falle  ftep  taken  by  him,  124. 
Is  obliged  to  return  to  Poiand,  ibid.  Is  depofed  by  the 
Swedes,  127.  Makes  confiderablc  conqucfts  in  Muf- 
covy,  1 40,  Aififts  the  emperor  Ferdinand,  143.  In^ 
difcreetly  declines  the  advantageous  offers  of  Guftavus 
Adolphus,  148.    His  death  and  chara6ter,  149. 

Skirgellony  conilituted  Duke  of  Lithuania  by  bis  brother  Jag- 
hellon,  xoj*  Hischarader,  ibid. 

Sobiefii  (John)  kmg,  181.  humbles  the  pride  of  the  Turks, 
and  makes  aA  honourable  peace,  z86.  Is  prev'ailed  on 
to  enter  into  a  league  with  the  eifnperor  againft  the 
Turks,  190.  Marches  to  the  fuccour  of  Vicnnai  194^ 
and  compels  the  Turks  to  raife  the  irege,  195.  His 
devout  behaviour  upon  his  entrapee  into  Vfenna,  196. 
Is  treated  with  ingratitude  by  the  emperor  Leopold, 
197.  In  iniiminent  peril  from  the  Turks,*  but  defeats 
them  in  a  fecond  engagement,  199.  His  conquells  on 
his  return  to  Poland,  201.  Enters  Moldavia,  and  is 
perfidioufly  treated  by  the  hofpodar,  202.  A  dangerous 
march  admirably  conducted  by  him,  203.  His  death: 
and  charader,  20^.   Fortunes  of  his  family,  2x2. 

»  (Prince  James)  becomes  a  candidate  for  the  crown  of 

Poland  upon  the  death  of  his  father,  226*  Oppofed  by 
the  influence  of  his  mother,  who  afterwards  (when  too 
late)  efpoufes  his  intereft,  227.  Gives  up  his  preten- 
fions,  239.  Is  proclaimed  by  fome  parties,  241.  A 
gentleman  who  exprefled  a  zeal  for  him  is  (hot  through 
the  head,  242. 

Soil  of  Poland  defcribed,  7. 

Strings  an  inflammable  one  at  Cracow,  7. 

Stanijlaus  Leczinfki,  propoied  as  king  of  Poland/  2^3.  His 
party  increafes,  275.  Is  crowned,  ibid.  IsacknoW- 
Icdged  by  moft  of  the  princes  of  Europe,  ^3.  His 
title  is  confirmed,  289.  Returns  to  PomerailU,  290. 
Is  taken  prifoner  in  Turkey,  293,  294.  Ke-chofen 
king  of  Poland,  299.  Compelled  to  fly  the  countiy  in 
difguife,  301. 

'  Auguflus  (Count  Poniatowflci)  ele^cd  king  of  Poland, 

302.    The  fair  profpedls  of  his  rciga  foon  obfcured  by 

fiei^on. 
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ibdion,  30^«,  Lofes  his  influence,  and  is  deprived  even 
of  the  ihadow  of  authority,  310.  A  rooft  atrocions 
littempt  on  his  life,  imrrated,  31ft  to  326.  Letter  of 
(coneratulation  and  friend(bip  to  him  from  the  king  of 
Fnima,  317.  His  dominions  invaded  and  difmeinbeird 
the  following  year  bv  the  fame  king  of  Pmfia  in  league 
with  Atiftria  and' Kuffia,  3ft7.  Remondrates  in  vain, 
336.  Oppofes  the  nomination  of  a  fucccflbr  to  the 
throne  during  his  ]ife*time,  368.  Effcc't?,  at  the  defirc 
of  his  people,  an  important  revolution  in  the  conftitu* 
lion,  whereby  many  rooted  abufes  in  the  government 
were  eradicated,  and  the  lower  claflet  admitted  to  their 
juft  ;priyileg^  470.  Eternizes  the  memory  of  it  by 
buildmg  a  church  with  a  fuitable  infcription,  389.  His 
oiotives  in  the  afiair  of  the  new  conftitution  examined 
9nd  vindicated  from  afperiion,  39s.  His  animating  and 
patriotic  addrefs  to  the  army  on  the  Rufllan  invafion, 
4#oI  Applies  to  the  king  of  Pruffia  for  the  promifed 
affiftance  \n  cafe  of  hoftility  againil  Poland,  411.  Fla- 
mnt  behaviour  of  that  monarch,  4x3.  War  witli 
Kiiffia,  4x6.  Deferted  by  his  ally  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
U  obliged  to  annul  the  new  conftitution,  and  to  make 
cither  humiliating  eonceffions,  417.  Proteft  of  the 
king  and  the  nation  againil  the  fecood  partition  of  the 
republic,  4$ 7.  Revives,  at  the  defire  qjF  the  nation,  an 
order  of  knighthood,  which  had  been  inftituted  as  a 
reward  to  tlK>fe  who  b^d  defended  their  country  when 
formerly  attacked  by  Ruifia,  462.  Obliged  to  make 
conceffion  and  aboliih  the  order  again,  to  foothe  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia,  463.  Another  cori* 
ftitution  eftabliihed,  ibid.  The  re-eftaoliOiment  of  the 
conftitution  of  1791  declared,  472.  The  king  fubje^ed 
to  a  kind  of  honourable  cuftody,  475.  Ordered  by  tt^e 
emprefs  to  remove  to  Grodno,  498.  His  departure  for 
that  place,  500. 

Stffhin.   See  Bat^ru 

StrawettflizXXtmiM  to  aflJiffinate  king  Staniflaus  Augufhis,  313. 
Executed,  323. 

Suwarrffw^  gei^eral^  reduces  Warfaw,  and  enters  it  in  triumph, 

496. 
Swijti  (or  Choufqui),  Theodore,  forms  a  confpiracy  againfl 
Demetrius  the  impoflor,  136.  Caufes  him  to  be  (lain, 
138.  Is  defied  czar,  13^9.  Isdepofed,  140. 
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TMsf  declared  leiieral  of  the  Hungarian  maloooteoftf,  in  Ae 
room  of  Weftini,  i88.  Declared  prince  of  Hungary 
by  the  fultan,  i8g.  Defeated  by  the  Dul^  of  Lorrain, 
194. 

TitlfT  of  the  king  nrPolaad,  z6. 

Tr^wrtr  of  ^ol|Oidp  l^i  office^  67, 


U. 

VahU^  Heniy  o^  kiqg  of  Poland,  iij.  Qfiits  Poland  pri« 
vately  on  the  death  of  his  brotncr  Charles  IX.  king  of 
France,  1 16.  Attempts  to  eiccufe  his  condu^  to  th^ 
Poles,  117.    Aflaffinated,  zz8. 

FmidOf  fovereign  of  Poland,  her  extraordinary  charader,  8s. 

/7rMmbcfieged  by  thp  Turks,  19a.  Condition  of  that  ]>lace^ 
X93*  S^ge  raifed  by  the  valour  and  ikiU  of  Somefld, 
195. 

Fitbolds^  cottfin  of  JaghdloOf  created  govqnor  of  Litbaaniai 
105, 

E/xw^y^WofPolfuid,  ag. 


W. 

Warfmfs  public  library  there,  a6«    The  city  defcribcd^  33W 

Capturtdy  496* 
Wiwc^h  Vjng,  97. 
Wiiiii/ka,  the  lilt  mines  of,  a8. 
tFie^M^  his  immenfe  wealth,  49.  t^aa. 
fFifjfnswiJki  (Michael  Coribut)  ele£^ed  king  of  Poland,  i7(. 

his  modeft  condu6k  and  chara6br,  ibid.   Gives  up  Po« 

dolia  to  the  Coflacks,  and  proBiifes  tl^  fultan  a  tribute, 

176.  His  death,  177. 
^"lU  men  inhabiting  the  woods  ef  Poland,  177. 
Wijjimir^  duke,  founds  the  city  of  DantsiCy  80. 
Wonum^  Poliib,   Sec  Pf /(/^  Wmcn. 


Z. 

iameifii  grants  freedom  to  his  peafants,  and  derives  the  bap* 
pieft  effe^  from  that  m«ifure^  54. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX. 

I^am^f  general  of  the  Foliih  troops,  the  chief  inftrument 
in  railing  Sigifmond  III.  to  the  throne,  lax.  De» 
feats  the  Gennans  who  were  on  their  mntch  to  fup- 
port  the  claim  of  Maximilian,  iss.  Takes  Maximiliaa 
prifoner,  ibid.  Defeats  the  Tartar  army  confifiing  of 
100,000  men,  ift3.  His  con^nefts  in  Livonia,  ia6.  R«« 
iigns  the  command^  197. 

Z^nwmiflaus^  fovereign,  qo. 

Ziemovitus^  fovereign,  ibid. 

fSMunfit^  defeau  an  army  of  70^000  Turks  and  Tartars,  144, 
The  treachery  of  his  fbidiers,  and  his  brave  retreat,  ibf 
|£s  onfortimatc  dpatb,  i^^. 
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Portrait  of  General  KofdiHka  to  face  the  Title, 
Map  of  Poland  to  face  Sed.  L  p»  i» 
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